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Local communities celebrate Memorial Day with parades

Cambridge Cub Scouts carried the flag in the Memorial Day parade in Jeffersonville.
PHOTOS BY KATHY JOHNSON

The American Legion Post 35 Honor Guard marched in the Memorial Day Paradein Jeffersonville.

Memorable for
more than the
usual reasons

By Sara Riley
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Last Saturday, May 30 was the traditional Me-
morial Day, but like the rest of the country we
took the three-day weekend and held the joint
Jericho-Underhill parade on Monday, May 25.
Must be that you can’t have a Memorial Day
parade actually in June….

In any case, I won’t soon forget this year’s
event. As always, my husband joined the other
local veterans honoring the memory of fallen com-
rades in arms, but this year marked my 86-year-
old father’s first Memorial Day as a participant.

This came about in kind of an ad hoc manner. I
had gone down to Dad’s in Massachusetts for the
weekend, but had to be back Sunday night for the
Monday morning event. Dad expressed an inter-
est in attending the parade, so we arranged for my
brother to drive up and bring him home later in the
week.

Then Dad began to wonder if any of his old
uniforms might still fit. So we went dredging
through the closets in his apartment till we found
the old suitcase. How old was that suitcase; how
long had it been stored away? Well, the zipper
was so old it wouldn’t work at all, and we had to
cut the suitcase open. And the newest of the uni-
forms inside dates to 1952.

The three uniforms were: a summer khaki, a
heavy wool navy winter uniform, and a lighter-
weight navy wool uniform with a double-breasted
jacket – excuse me, a double-breasted blouse. I am
very clearly not up on naval terminology.

Anyway, the third uniform was the charm – it
fit just fine. So we found a white shirt, a black bow
tie, and black dress shoes. The wicker frame of his

To Kerry Bernstein, the Army vet who drives his
restored Vietnam-era 6x6 truck in the parade ev-
ery year, thank you not only for accommodating
the unexpected old Navy man but for your genu-
ine pleasure in doing so. Brian Riley and Sara’s
dad, William Stutz enjoying the 2009 Memorial
Day parade in Underhill and Jericho.

PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

Memoriable continued on page 20

Underhill youth,
organizing fund
raiser for Special
Olympics

By Ted Tedford
Special to the

Mountain Gazette
Last summer Alec

Grab, then 10, had an
idea. With the help of
his seven-year-old
brother, Trevor, he or-
ganized his own unof-
ficial fundraiser. Alec’s
Bike-a-Thon made a
little over $700 for
Special Olympics.

This summer, Alec
is doing it again, but

he’s far better organized. With the help of his par-
ents, Andy and Sue Grab, his sister, Abby, 10, and
Trevor, as well as a fund-raising expert with Spe-
cial Olympics Vermont, Alec has his eyes set on a
much more ambitious goal, $3,000.

He is signing up volunteers to get people in-
volved in what he is calling “Alec’s Bike Fundraiser
to Benefit Special Olympics Vermont,” truly a
mouthful but an idea that this Browns River Middle
School student is certain he will bring to fruition.

He is asking bikers to sign up for the fundraiser,
urging them get people to pledge money at so
much a mile or to make outright donations. Bikers
with pledges from friends, relatives or from whom-
ever they can get commitments are asked to run
up their miles between July 1 and July 15.

Then, on Augugust 1, the riders and others who
want to donate are asked to turn in their money at
Underhill Central School to volunteers Alec is ar-
ranging to help him.

That’s not all. Alec has organized a Fun Ride
that same day, a three-mile loop starting at the
school, up Irish Settlement Road, left onto Sand
Hill, down that hill to River Road and then back to
the elementary school. There will be volunteers
stationed at the intersections with others waiting
at key points in case anyone has bike problems A
truck will follow behind the racers to be sure ev-
eryone finishes.

For families with kids too young to ride bikes,
Alex has arranged activities at the school play-
ground that include an obstacle course, relay and
tag races. Kids with bikes may bring them and ride
loops around the school field, Alec said. His sis-
ter, Abby, will be in charge there. Alec said he will
need about 15 volunteers for the August 1 event at
the school and he urged anyone who wants to help
out to contact him.

Alec said prizes will be handed out at the school
to those raising the most money. If it rains, the
ceremony will be held in the school.

With minimal help from his family so far, Alec

Hometown Hero

Special Olympics continued on page 20

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

By 9:15 AM on the morning of May 13, every-
thing was in place. Five students, most wearing
prom dresses, were either sitting in wrecked cars
or lying “dead” on the pavement. The bell rang
and juniors and seniors from MMU came out to
witness the recreation of a deadly car crash, com-
plete with empty beer cans and broken glass.

Sponsored by the Vermont Teen Leadership
Safety Awareness Program and Our Voices Ex-
posed, this is the fourth year that a mock crash
has been held at MMU, according to Barb Pawluk,
the MMU Prevention Coordinator. Stephanie
Willmott, an MMU senior who serves as Youth
Advisor to VTLSP/OVX, noted that “prom sea-
son is a deadly season so it’s really important to
get the message out before the prom.  Maybe it

will make kids pause before making a destructive
decision.”

Captain Sean Collins of Essex Rescue served as
the MC for the event which he said would take
place in “real time.” However, what the students
had not seen was the crash itself, and Collins ex-
plained to the crowd what happens in the first
second of a crash. At one-tenth of a second, the
front bumper and grille of the car collapse. At
two-tenths, the hood crumples, striking the wind-
shield while the front fenders wrap around the
object that has been struck. At three-tenths of a
second, the driver’s chest hits the steering wheel,
which begins to disintegrate. At four-tenths, two
feet of the front end of the car are wrecked, but the
rear wheels continue to spin at 35 mph. At five-
tenths, the driver is impaled on the steering wheel

Mock crash staged as reminder
to Mount Mansfield students

Volunteer students lay in the parking lot as experts explain how quickly a tragedy can happen, an all
too frequent happening to MMU students.                     PHOTO BY PHYL NEWBECK

Mock crash continued on page 20

Education
Secretary
Arne
Duncan
comes to
Westford

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the

Mountain Gazette
It isn’t every day the

U.S. Secretary of Education decides to drop in on
a school of roughly 250 kids in rural Vermont, but
on May 14, Arne Duncan did just that. Duncan
has been going around the country on a “learning

Westford dignitaries, teachers and parents met with Education Secretary
Arne Duncan. PHOTO BY PHYL NEWBECK

and listening” tour. After speaking to graduates at
St. Michael’s College, he decided to use his time in

Arne Duncan continued on page 3
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UNDERHILL - JERICHO FIRE DEPARTMENT

Captain Richard Phillips
story to hit the big screen

By Brenda Boutin
Mountain Gazette Staff

Perhaps Underhill hasn’t seen the last of the cameras and the
paparazzi yet.  Word on the wed is that Columbia Pictures has
acquired the rights to Captain Richard Phillips’ hijacking, rescue
story as well as the rights to his life story. Columbia has also optioned
the film rights to Phillips’ forthcoming memoirs.

Captain Phillips and his crew were hijacked on April 8 by a band
of Somali pirates. The crew was able to get back control of the ship
and escape except Phillips. He agreed to be held by the pirates in
return for the release of the rest of the crew.

BBC News reports that actor Kevin Spacey will be co-producing
the film along with Scott Rudin, the producer of No Country for
Old Men. The Los Angeles Times reports that no writers have been
hired but the producers believe that the general population will been
drawn in by a movie about a hero and Navy SEALS.

  PLANNING
A TRIP
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Sit back,
relax and
read...
Browns River Middle School Library thanks
Wendell of Wendell’s Furniture for giving
its students a new couch on which to relax
and read.
                                    PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Saturday, May 23, 2009 at approximately 7:11 AM, Trooper
Christian Hunt of  the Vermont State Police/Lamoille reports that
VSP, Cambridge Fire Department, and Cambridge Rescue Squad
responded to a reported single-vehicle crash in which a 1998 Saturn
station wagon collided with a house on VT Rt. 15 in Cambridge, VT,
near the Wrong-Way Bridge.  Investigation revealed that the opera-
tor of the vehicle, Christopher Thompson, 35, of Cambridge was
texting on his cellular phone while driving on a clear road in sunny
weather. The operator failed to negotiate a sharp curve and collided
with the residence. There were no injuries to any occupants of the
residence or the operator of the motor vehicle, who was wearing a
seat belt. The vehicle was damaged on the driver’s side bumper,
hood, fender, and door. (Case #09A102143.)

April 9, 2009, Eric P. Gordon, 32, Underhill, VT, charged with
DUI, first offense, in Williston, VT on March 21, 2009; pleaded
guilty; fined $150, sentenced to three to six months, suspended,
probation.

April 20, 2009, Andrew J. Jordan, 32, Cambridge, VT, charged
with vehicle operation - license suspended in Milton, VT on March
10, 2009; pleaded guilty; fined $100, sentenced to 10 to 15 days,
suspended, probation.

April 21, 2009, Michael Bolduc, 60, Jericho, VT, charged with
taking a big game animal by illegal means on November 27, 2008;
pleaded guilty; fined $176.

By Kitty Clark
EMERGENCY CALLS:

May 14, 1:30 AM, Responded to 29 Tarbox Road, Jericho for a
carbon monoxide alarm

May 15, 1:37 PM, EMS Assist at Underhill Central School
May 15, 5:32 PM, Responded to the area of 45 Vermont RT 15,

Jericho for an accident
May 16, 12:30 PM, Responded to Browns River School, report

of some sort of fire, nothing found
May 16, 5:15 AM. Report of an accident near 267 Vermont RT

117, Jericho
May 16, 3:12 PM, Responded Cloverdale Road, Underhill for an

ATV accident w/ injury
May 16, 5:19 PM, Responded to the area of 37 Nashville Rd.,

Jericho for an accident
May 17, 3:31 PM, Responded to a structure fire at 131 Packard

Rd., Jericho
May 18, 12:25 PM, EMS Assist, Vermont RT 15 in Jericho
May 18, 3:37 PM, EMS Assist on Vermont RT 15 in Underhill
May 19, 8:20 AM, EMS Assist on Cooper Road, Jericho
May 20 9:05 AM, Responded to the area of 25 Stevensville Rd.,

Underhill for a one-vehicle accident w/ injury, requiring extrication
May 21, 11:42 AM, Responded to Jericho Elementary School

for a bomb threat
May 24, 11:55 AM, Responded to 28 Stevensville Road, Underhill

for an activated fire alarm set off by construction
EVENTS:

Wednesday, May 13, the UJFD conducted a mock crash drill at
Mt. Mansfield High School.

Saturday, May 16, ten Boy Scouts attended an all-day program
to earn their Fire Safety merit badge. Those participating were Nate
Goldman, Dwight DeCoster, Mat Champlin and myself. It was a
great day and we enjoyed the boys.

Tuesday, May 19, the weekly drill was held at the Old Mill Park
in Jericho with training on rescuing persons on the trails.

Monday, May 25 the UJFD participated in the Memorial Day
Parade. While at the cemetery we were dispatched to a call.

Tuesday, May 26 the weekly drill was held at the Underhill
Station, pulling hose and using hand lines.

Volunteer – it’s good for you
and for the community

Here are just a few of the volunteer opportunities offered through
the United Way Volunteer Center. For information, go to
www.unitedwaycc.org and click on Volunteer, or call 860-1677 be-
tween 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM weekdays.

The American Red Cross is looking for a certified volunteer to
teach classes on infant/child/adult CPR and first aid, 10-12 hours
per month. Certification can be provided by the Red Cross. Volun-
teers should be comfortable speaking to the public. Flexible week-
day, evening, and weekend scheduling. Volunteers are also being
sought to serve on disaster action teams to respond in cases of fires,
floods, winter storms, and other emergencies. Varied opportunities
available, and volunteers need to be able to respond at all hours
when on call.

COTS is in need of a front desk/reception volunteer to greet
people at their administrative offices, answer phones, and help with
other clerical tasks. No computer work involved. Three volunteers
are needed to cover afternoons Monday-Thursday.

The Salvation Army needs volunteers to provide/serve evening
meals during the summer months. Flexible scheduling Mondays
through Saturdays from 5:15 PM. Call to schedule dates; many are
available. Also needed: volunteer help maintaining the grounds by
mowing, trimming hedges, transplanting perennials, etc. All equip-
ment provided.

RECIPES BY MARIAN TOBIN
Blueberry Breakfast Cake
• 1 rounded Tbsp. butter • 1/2 cup sugar
• 2/3 cup milk • 2 scant cups flour
• 2 tsp. baking powder • 1 egg
• 1 heaping cup blueberries

Preheat a cast iron gem pan, if used. Preheat oven to 350ºF. Cream
butter and sugar. Add milk, flour, baking power, and egg; beat well.Add
blueberries.Bake in medium oven (350ºF) for 20 minutes for gem
pan, 30-35 minutes for loaf pan. Serve hot.

AREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICESAREA WORSHIP SERVICES
CALCALCALCALCALVVVVVARARARARARY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURCHCHCHCHCH

A loving, caring Christian community, living
and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with our neighbors.”

VT Rt. 15 Jericho
Sunday Worship Service 9:30 AM

Reverend J. Harrison L. Heidel, Rector
Karen Floyd, Parish Administrator, 899-2326

www.calvarychurchvt.org

COCOCOCOCOVENVENVENVENVENANT COMMUNITY CHURANT COMMUNITY CHURANT COMMUNITY CHURANT COMMUNITY CHURANT COMMUNITY CHURCHCHCHCHCH
“Come as You Are”

VT Rt. 15 between Jericho and Essex Center
Pastor Peter Norland, 879-4313

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM; Adult Sunday School 8:45 - 9:45AM
Children’s Worship/Sunday School: K-6, 10:00 AM

Opportunities for Commmunity Service, Family Events,
Youth and  Adult Groups; Handicapped Accessible

pastor@jerichocovenantchurch.org – www.jerichocovenantchurch.org

GOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCA)CA)CA)CA)CA)
273 VT Rt. 15 - between Jericho and Underhill
Rev. Dagmar Rosenberg, Pastor - 899-3932
Sunday Worship 9:00 AM - Nursery provided

Sunday School for all ages - 10:30 AM
gslcvt@verizon.net  www.GoodShepherdJericho.org

JERICHO CJERICHO CJERICHO CJERICHO CJERICHO CONGREGAONGREGAONGREGAONGREGAONGREGATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURCHCHCHCHCH
On the Green in Jericho Center

Pastor Peter Anderson and Youth Pastor Glenn Carter
Summer Worship Service at 9:00 AM  bring June 14

Nursery care provided
Youth 6:15 PM Sundays in Sunday school building

Signing for the deaf upon request
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

JERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURJERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURJERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURJERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURJERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURCHCHCHCHCH
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

VT Rt. 15, Jericho (next to Town Hall)
Rev. Charlie Yang, Pastor, 899-4288, cyang@troyconference.org.

Sunday Worship Service,9:00 AM;
Children’s Sunday School, 9:00 AM

Youth Group, Saturday 6:00 PM; Bible Study, Tuesdays, 7:00 PM
www.troyconference.org/jumc or JerichoUMC@troyconference.org

MOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELD
UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOOOOOWSHIPWSHIPWSHIPWSHIPWSHIP

A Liberal Spiritual Community
P.O. Box 150, Jericho, VT 05465

phone 899-5219 ~ website www.mmuuf.org
We gather at 9:30 AM at the Jericho Elementary School

on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of September-June
beginning Sunday, September 14, 2008

for worship, reflection, growth, and support.
All are welcome.

UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN UNITED CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLASSEMBLASSEMBLASSEMBLASSEMBLY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURY FULL GOSPEL CHURCHCHCHCHCH
100 Raceway Rd., Jericho, VT 05465

Pastor Mike Murray – 899-2949, Monday-Friday
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Nursery and Sunday School available

Youth Fellowship Sunday nights 5:00 PM
Area Home Fellowships, Thursdays, 7:00 PM

secretary@ucavt.org
www.ucavt.org

UNITED CHURUNITED CHURUNITED CHURUNITED CHURUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILL
“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God”

At the Green on Route 15 ~ Rev. Kevin Goldenbogen ~ 899-1722
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com

Sunday Worship and Sunday School: 10:30 AM
Micah’s Men’s Breakfast 7:30 AM third Saturday

Nursery provided;
Mission and service programs offered

David White accepts position at
Lamoille North Supervisory Union

Superintendent Dr. Debra Taylor is pleased to announce that
David White has accepted the position of Director of Curriculum,
Instruction, and Assessment for Lamoille North Supervisory Union
beginning July 1.

Mr. White is currently the Director of the Lifelong Learning
Division of the Department of Education, which supports the edu-
cation of students in Vermont along the continuum of learning from
early childhood to adult.  His primary motivation in joining the
Lifelong Learning Division in January 2008 was to help develop
systemic transformation goals and strategies that support 21st cen-
tury teaching and learning.  Mr. White leads working teams in the
areas of early education, elementary, middle level and high school
education, career and technical education, and adult education.

From 2004-2008, Dave was the
Assistant Director of the Standards
and Assessment Division of the
DOE.  He joined the DOE in 2000 as
the state science coordinator and held
that position until 2004.  For 25 years,
Mr. White was an elementary and
middle level teacher, and later science
and mathematics coordinator and re-
source teacher.  He holds a Master’s
of Education from UVM in Curricu-
lum and Instruction.

In Mr. White’s own words, “I am
very pleased with the opportunity
to become the Director of Curricu-
lum, Instruction, and Assessment for
the Lamoille North Supervisory
Union. LNSU is well positioned to
address the challenges and promise
of systemic change. After twenty-five
years as a Vermont teacher and nine
years as a state level leader at the
Department of Education, I am eager
to once again join my colleagues in
the field where the work of Vermont’s
education transformation will most
directly affect student learning. I look
forward to working with the Lamoille
North community as we pursue sys-
tem-wide goals and strategies that
will support 21st century teaching
and learning.”
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Sewing –

Insurance –
KEITH  INSURANCE  AGANCY

Serving your Personal and
Business Insurance needs since 1965

VT Rt. 15, Jericho • 899-2323

Call Brenda at (802) 453-6354
to place your ad on this page.

Size Cost Total Purchase
3.25” x 1.5” $18.00 each Must buy 5 - $90.00
3.25” x 3” $23.00 each Must buy  5 - $115.00

Education –

Bed & Breakfast –

Six guest rooms
 all with private baths
& gourmet breakfast.

Take a tour -
www.sinclairinnbb.com

Drop in or give
Don and Nimmie

a call
Ph. 802.899.2234

Newly Redecorated - plus local discounts

The View from the Center
By J. Harrison L. Heidel

Special to the Mountain Gazette
I know people who travel a lot. It seems like they hop in their car

or on an airplane visiting major cities and famous sites as often as
some of us visit the grocery store. “I’m going to get some milk and
bread, and maybe stop off in Tuscany for wine along the way,” they
say. I’ve moved many times (eight in the past ten years), but I
haven’t “traveled.” Some of my moves were for living space up-
grades, and others were the result of the “higher power” that my
vocation sometimes causes me to answer to: “GO HERE AND DO
THIS,” insert the voice-over of Charlton Heston. Moving takes one
to another place, but it is hardly considered travel.

During my most recent move, just last summer (the distance of
one mile), my daughter was traveling in France. Sometime the win-
ter before, she called me to let me know she was considering going to
France for a month to take part in a “language and culture immer-
sion” study course. “My days will be completely occupied with
the study of the French language and life, Dad.” All her time, energy,
and concentration would be focused on the practice toward perfec-
tion in speaking a language of a foreign place and people she has
studied since kindergarten. “Amanda (her friend since Middle School)
is going with me, it will be fantastic, Dad!” Was I pleased? You bet.
Travel, study, and safety in numbers, what more could a Dad pos-
sibly wish for his young and impressionable daughter? “Wow, a
month in Paris!” I said. “Uh, we’re going to Cannes, France, Dad.
That’s were the study course is taking place.” Hmmm, two college
girls, going to Cannes, France….to study? “Oh, okay…cool…the
south of France, where the movie stars (and gigolos) go...I see….just
send me a postcard,” I said, “I’ll email you a few pocket prayers to
carry around with you, you know, for safety and so on.”

When her postcard arrived it read, “Bonjour de Cannes!! We are
having a blast living the French life and speaking the language…haven’t
spoken English in days. I hope your move is going okay. Thank you
for the pocket prayers. We go to the beach every afternoon, but
don’t worry…we still have our tops on!” Since when was speaking
French top-optional, I wondered. I changed the focus of my prayers.

Travel shows seen on TV and other’s stories of world travels will
most likely be my source of awe about foreign people in foreign
lands, and I don’t see myself retiring to travel someday, yet I sort of
envy folks who do. Some folks travel for years and years, carefully
preserving photos and notebooks, which chronicle their adventures.
My travel plans are much more simple; something more like staying
put. I’d be happy to spend the rest of my life in some small place.
I long to let the rest of my life pass by in some small part of the
world where I have finally put down lasting roots. A place where I
can explore grassy meadows, wander cool forests, and fish in the
deep pools of a shallow river. A place where I could claim to have
eaten every single item on the menu of every café in town, and be
known as a “good tipper.” Folks would call out my name when I
walked in the local pub. Somewhere I could spend hundreds of
hours over many years walking throughout my little piece of the
world, becoming familiar with the names and classifications of all
the plants and animals found there; able to predict when each spe-
cies of bird known to the area would return in the spring. I would
“leave behind” dozens of notebooks full of sketches and observa-
tions of the small world I traveled through and readers would marvel
at the places I have been.

Of course being a Southerner, I would be obliged in my old age to
stay put and sit on my front porch, spinning fascinating and enter-
taining stories of local folks, history, ornithology, storms, and where
to get the best piece of pie in town to anyone who happen to travel
by. I’d tell my teenaged granddaughter (when she comes along)
about the time her mother spent a month in Cannes, France to
“immerse” herself in the culture and language, and skipped class to
go to a top-less beach there (I’ll make a great granddad).

Traveling and staying put are two different ways to approach
life, and we will probably find ourselves somewhere in the middle,
the result of many possible factors. That means that no matter how
one moves in this world they are going to have to let some plans go.
I may have to watch as a dream of seeing Tibet, or the Greek Islands
slips away. If not that dream, then some other. And I may have to
admit to an audience of strangers or grandchildren on my front
porch that I never got around to exploring the other side of that last
hill I can see from my rocking chair. That mystery will stand. If not
that mystery, then some other will not be solved.

With all the things to consider and all the places to go, wisdom,
serenity, and meaning in life are most often what folks are seeking,
and eventually they will cause us to slow down and let go, stay put
and be known. I hope to come to terms with the limits of my
humanity with grace and dignity. “Remember that old guy we would
see all over town and how he would sit on his front porch telling
stories to anyone who would listen?” “Yeah, you never knew what
he might do or say next…but he always kept his shirt on in public.”

J. Harrison L. Heidel is an Episcopal priest in Underhill, lives in
Underhill Center, and writes about rural life.

Vermont wisely. He chose an urban school (Barnes Elementary in
Burlington) and then headed out to Westford in search of a more
rural community. Duncan scheduled half an hour with administra-
tors, school board members and parents, and another half hour with
teachers. He strayed over his self-imposed limit on both, leaving
only when a State Trooper arrived to escort him to the airport.
Duncan’s assistant explained that Duncan was trying to save the
taxpayers money by combining visits to schools with other public
appearances. He joked that they had their introduction to Vermont
when a “tie-dyed hippie” at Barnes instructed the Secret Service
that idling was prohibited in Vermont.

Superintendent Mike DeWeese was clearly pleased that Westford
was on the Secretary’s agenda. “We are proud that Westford is one
of the schools he is able to visit in Vermont,” he said, “and we are
especially impressed that the Secretary’s design is to listen and
learn from those close to the education community.” Linda Keating,
the district’s Executive Director for Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment was a bit more ebullient. “For most of us in public
education, this is a once in a lifetime opportunity,” she said.

State Representative and School Board Chair Martha Heath fa-
cilitated the first meeting. Noting his urban background, Duncan
asked the group of 13 parents, school board members and adminis-
trators about the challenges and opportunities in rural areas. School
Board member Marilyn McConnell responded that people tend to
stay in Westford after having raised their children. She wanted help
in transforming the school into a community learning center.

Several of the comments pertained to the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act with many parents and administrators asking that some
of the emphasis on assessment be dismantled. Others asked that
funding sources be made more flexible. Still others talked about the
need to find multiple ways to determine a student’s success, rather
than relying solely on testing. Cherie Dunkley, a parent and former
Selectboard chair, worried about NCLB’s failure to provide suffi-
cient resources for social sciences. The notion that transportation
and poverty affected education was raised, and there were discus-
sions about the pros and cons of lengthening the school day and
year and how to bring more people into teaching. There was also
talk about comparing schools nationally and internationally, rather
than just within a state.

Duncan seemed a bit confused by Vermont’s funding method, at
one point referring to it as “special.” Audience members chimed in
to defend the system, explaining that it provides equal access to
education for all towns, regardless of income level. Heath, a member
of the Westford Schoolboard for over twenty years, said that with-
out Act 60, Westford would not have been able to provide art in-
struction to its students.

Duncan was told that although many school districts are consid-
ering consolidation, schools like Westford are at the heart of their
community. When there was a vote on consolidating, Westford resi-
dents voted 670 to 42 against it. Duncan was intrigued by the dis-
cussion of “microgrades” which are handed out weekly to Westford
students, and by the teacher apprentice program in Vermont which
Superintendent DeWeese said produces 20 new teachers each se-
mester, constituting 10-15% of all new hires.

After slightly more than half an hour, Duncan went to his next
stop, a roundtable with roughly 20 teachers and staff. Again, there
was some discussion about pay, with one first-year teacher saying
she had to declare economic hardship because she was unable to
start paying back her loans after her first year of teaching. Mary
Skutel, a 1-2 grade teacher, talked about children who lack support
at home and become victims of a “never-ending social cycle.” She
suggested that a greater emphasis on alternative ways to achieve,
such as art, sports and shop, would be beneficial. Likewise, Debra
Travis, the school nurse, talked about the lack of health care pro-
vided to low-income children. Duncan agreed, suggesting there were

ways to integrate health services into schools to make them “one
stop shopping” for students and parents.

The discussion of merit pay was raised by school librarian Sandy
Bochanski who was concerned this might diminish cooperative learn-
ing in favor of greater competition between teachers. Lee
Lichtenstein, a 7-8 grade teacher, joked that he and a colleague call
each other Yossarian, after the hero of the novel Catch-22, because
of the difficulty dealing with seemingly meaningless rules and regu-
lations. This led to a discussion about state versus national and
international standards.

Unfortunately, Duncan was running late for his flight back to
D.C., so he headed towards the door. One of Duncan’s aides had
brought a basketball but Duncan never had the opportunity to shoot
hoops in Westford. In parting, 7-8 grade teacher Bruce O’Leary
asked how good a basketball player President Obama was. Clearly
on one of his favorite topics, Duncan, a former professional basket-
ball player for the National Basketball League in Australia, replied
that he was a better driver than a shooter. And with that, the former
head of a school district of over 435,000 kids left the school of 250,
hopefully with a better sense of the needs and wants of a small rural
school.

Arne Duncan continued from page 1

Luminary bags will line
the track at Peoples
Academy on June 20th for
the 7th annual LACiNg Up
For Cancer walk. This
year’s walk is expected to
see a record number of
teams - in fact, over 60
have registered! For more
information call Jill
Baker at 888-8302 or
Kathy Demars at 888-7720.

Cancer Walk
Luminary honor
cancer victims

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Celebrate Survivorship at LACiNg UP
Saturday, June 20 is a day to celebrate survivorship, honor survi-

vors and remember those who lost the battle to cancer.  LACiNg Up
For Cancer, an event that benefits Lamoille Area Cancer Network
(LACN), does all of that and more.  “It’s an event for the commu-
nity, put on by the community,” states event chair, Kathy Demars.
“Community members are encouraged to visit the track at Peoples
Academy and show their support to all those participating teams of
walkers, and more importantly to the many survivors and caregivers
attending the event.”

Survivors take to the track following a special song dedicated to
their journey by local talent Tammy Fletcher.  “The survivor lap is
an emotional, yet very uplifting experience for both the survivors
and on-lookers,” states event volunteer and organizer of the urvivor
festivities, Heather Sargent.   Sargent noted that during this lap,
survivors are escorted by the Glen family, a family of bag pipers,
from Waterville.  Following the survivor and caregiver lap survivors
are treated to a special luncheon sponsored by local restaurants.

 As of Monday, Demars noted that over 60 teams were regis-
Celebrate continued on page 14

Ongoing and
new roadwork

It’s summer road repaving
and repair season. You’ll be
glad, later…really!

VT Rt. 15 repaving, from
the Winooski-Colchester line
for about three miles to the
Fairgrounds in Essex Junction,
through early October.

VT Rt. 89 roadwork, be-
tween exits 17 and 18,
Colchester to Georgia north-
bound, through July. Speed
limit 55 mph, fines doubled for
speeding in a construction
zone.

Richmond’s Bridge St.
bridge over the Winooski River
in Richmond Village is closed
to vehicles for repairs until the
end of June. Motorists must
detour south along Cochran
Rd./US Rt. 2, or to Fay’s Cor-
ner-Kenyon Rd./US Rt. 2. Pe-
destrians and bicyclists can use
the pontoon ferry boat.
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RICHMOND / HUNTINGTON

COLLEGE GRADUATES

POLICE REPORT

CAMPUS HONORS COURT REPORT WELCOME HOME

Re-opening
Mondays

starting
May 25th!

7am-8pm

Vermont Technical College recently awarded degrees to these
local students: Joshua T. Darling of Richmond, VT - Bachelor of
Science; James R. Hunton of Huntington, VT – Associate of Sci-
ence; Tyler S. Button of Huntington, VT – Associate of Science.

Recent Saint Michael’s College graduate Matt Alexander of Rich-
mond, VT has been chosen as one of two of the college’s 2008-09
Institutional Scholar-Athlete honorees by the Northeast-10 Con-
ference. The Mount Mansfield Union High School graduate is among
30 finalists for the 2008-09 NE-10 Male and Female Scholar-Ath-
letes of the Year, with the winners announced on Monday, June 1, at
the NE-10 Awards Banquet in Mystic, CT. Alexander, a biology and
classics double major with a 3.85 GPA, was a four-year member of
the men’s cross country team, and also competed in Nordic skiing as
a senior. Alexander was a two-year captain of the cross-country
team, was a multiple NE-10 All-Academic and NE-10
Commissioner’s Honor Roll selection, and is also a member of the
Phi Beta Kappa and Sigma Xi National Honor Societies. Alexander
recently received the 2009 Roger F. Keleher ’15 Award, which is
given annually to Saint Michael’s College’s outstanding scholar-
athlete.

Laurel A. Raymond of Richmond, VT, a student at Mount
Mansfield Union High School in Jericho, VT, has won a National
Merit $2500 Scholarship. She was chosen from a talent pool of
approximately 15,000 finalists in the 2009 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program.

April 22, 2009, Ryan Pelissier, 22, Richmond, VT, charged
with petty larceny $500 or less in Williston, VT on January 11,
2009; amended to retail theft $900 or less; pleaded guilty; sentenced
to nine to 10 days.

April 22, 2009, Christopher Provost, 37, Huntington, VT,
charged with retail theft $900 or less in Burlington, VT on January
10, 2009; pleaded guilty; sentenced to four to five days.

Saturday, May 16, 2009, Richmond police and the Richmond
and Huntington Fire Departments responded to a 911 call from the
residence of Carol Kilpeck, Hinesburg Rd., Richmond, VT at about
1:30 PM, for a vehicle on fire. The car, valued at about $4000, was
destroyed. Police are investigating the cause of the fire.

The Vermont State Police is looking for information about several
thefts from motor vehicles in Huntington, VT during the early
morning hours of Saturday, May 23, 2009. The vehicles targeted
were parked in the driveways of residents on Main Road, Hunting-
ton Woods Road, and Roberts Park Road. Anyone with information
is asked to call Trooper Michael Kamerling at the Vermont State
Police/Williston at 878-7111.

RICHMOND
(LaMantia) Rebecca (Mello) and Russell LaMantia had a daughter,
Kate Ellie, on Saturday, April 25, 2009 at Fletcher Allen Health Care
in Burlington, VT.
(Waite) Marcia (Collins) and Timothy Waite’s daughter, Lily Hill,
was born Thursday, April 30, 2009 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.
(Cowan) Kelly (Weirather) and Aaron Cowan had a daughter, Claire
Eden, on Thursday, April 30, 2009 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
Burlington, VT.
HUNTINGTON
(Lothrop) Mary (Reid) and Eliot Lothrop’s daughter, Isabella Hays,
was born on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at Fletcher Allen Health Care
in Burlington, VT.

ART
Bryan Memorial Gallery opened Masters of Vermont: the Men

with a roundtable discussion featuring children of the artists. Chil-
dren of three of the esteemed Vermont artists featured in Masters of
Vermont: the Men were featured at a roundtable discussion on Me-
morial Day Sunday at the gallery.

Tom Slayton, former editor of Vermont Life Magazine and son of
artist Ron Slayton, Emilie Gruppe Alexander, director of Gruppe
Gallery in Jericho and daughter of artist Emile Gruppe, and Alden
Bryan, retired judge of the VT Superior Court and son of the painter

Alden Bryan, shared stories and memories of their artist fathers.
The national publication American Art Review has chosen Mas-

ters of Vermont: the Men for its ten-page lead story in its June issue.
Bryan Memorial Gallery is at 180 Main Street, Jeffersonville,

VT, and is open daily, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM. For more information
call 802-644-5100 or visit www.bryangallery.org .

Artists Get Wet—Views of Lake Champlain is the theme for the
Essex Art League show at the Phoenix Book Store and Cafe at the
Essex Outlet Mall, 21A Essex Way, Essex Jct. The display is part of
the 400th anniversary of Champlain’s visit to the lake. The exhibit
continues through June 25.

Marie Cowan, a member of the Essex Art League, will be exhibit-
ing her work at the Essex Town Offices through June. The offices
are at 81 Main Street, Essex Junction.

Kitty DiNicola, Jennifer Fay, Michele-Marie Bradley, and Patrick
Kennedy, will be showing their work at the Williston Fletcher Allen
Health Care Center through June. The center is at 353 Blair Park,
Williston. The artists are members of the Essex Art League. For
more information call 862-3014 or visit essexartleague.com.

On display in McCarthy Gallery during the Saint Michael’s
Playhouse Season:  Art works by some of Vermont’s best artists
will be exhibited in a show entitled Art of Vermont: The State Collec-
tion in various venues around the state this summer. The only show-
ing in Chittenden County will be in the Saint Michael’s College
McCarthy Arts Center Gallery from June 5 to August 9. Gallery
hours match the hours of the Saint Michael’s Playhouse box office,

which is also in the McCarthy
Arts Center. Gallery hours are
Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00
AM to 8:00 PM.

The show includes primarily
oils, acrylics and pastels. Artists
and their works included in the
exhibition, although not necessar-
ily in the Saint Michael’s portion,
include the following: Eric Aho,
Night Mowing, 2007; Elizabeth
Nelson, Summer Night, West
Glover, Vermont, 2003; James F.
Gilman, View of Montpelier, 1889;
Claire Van Vliet, Burke, 1987;
Annemie Curlin, triptych, 2007;

Thelma Appel, Champlain Valley, 1977; Eugene Fern, Rolling Hills
of Vermont, 1980; Thomas Curtin, Horse Team and Sugar Shack,
1899-1977; Jeanette Chupack, Studio Interior, June Afternoon, 1987;
Robert K. Carsten, Comtu Falls on the Black River, 1998; Alden
Bryan, Cambridge, c. 1955; Viiu Niiler, Harmony of the Spring
Mountain Range, 1982; Lawrence C. Goldsmith, High Elevation,
1985; Lois Eby, Dancing Series: Simplicity 1, 2006; Andrea
Wasserman, Elizabeth Billings, Jeffrey Sass, Eric Oberg, Carl
Bielenberg, Kinetic Leaf Sculpture, 1999; Christoph Spath, Balance,
1995; Francis R. Hewitt, Red/Red Purple, 1982; Emily Mason, Dusty,
2007, Seam by Seam, 2007; Nakki Goranin, Mr. Richard Nye, 1997;
Peter Miller, Fred Tuttle, 1987; Julian Scott, The Mounted Sentry,
1884; Janet Fredericks, Sara Reclining, 1983-86; J. Q. A. Ward,
Erastus Fairbanks, c. 1860; and Thomas Waterman Wood, Daniel
Waterman Wood, 1880.

Three art openings in June at The Firehouse Center, Burlington,
VT: Burlington City Arts is pleased to announce several new con-
temporary art experiences at the Firehouse Center on Church Street.
Opening June 5, with a reception and artist talk from 5:00 to 8:00
PM, is Uncharted Territories in the Firehouse Gallery, featuring
Clark Derbes, Wylie Sofia Garcia and Ted Ollier. On the second
floor, Bill Davison’s recent monotypes Vestiges, Hues, Fragments:
The Lake Champlain Duck Hunting Series will be displayed, and
Artist-In-Resident Tara Jensen will open the Fourth Floor Studio to
the public on June 5 for First Friday Art Walk and several Saturdays
through June. Both exhibitions are on display through August 1, and
Tara’s residency continues through the month of June. These exhi-
bitions are also part of the Vermont Quadricentennial, celebrating
the 400th anniversary of Samuel De Champlain’s arrival to the re-
gion. Uncharted Territories investigates themes of abstract cartogra-
phy, adventure, the relationships between personal and physical
exploration, and the human need to discover.

Work presented in the gallery by Vermont artists Clark Derbes
and Wylie Sofia Garcia charts personal journeys, invokes road maps
and topographical maps, and calls for audience participation to re-
assemble and interact with the work in an act of personal remapping.
Massachusetts artist Ted Ollier will lead the audience out of the
gallery using Global Positioning Devices to locate and create works
of art throughout the city and the surrounding environs using a
unique variation on the outdoor treasure hunting sport known as
“geocaching.” In the tradition of geocaching, participants will be
encouraged to take something and leave something behind from each
location. Vermont artist Bill Davison documents his perception of
the subtle variations of light, texture and atmospheric conditions
accumulated over 40 years as an avid duck hunter on Lake Champlain
with Vestiges, Hues, Fragments: The Lake Champlain Duck Hunt-
ing Series. Using abstract watercolor monotypes, Davison isolates
the unique marks, colors, and forms which define each of the 11
distinct hunting locations on the lake, and viscerally captures the
experience of building blinds, setting decoys and retrieving killed
birds in the light of day and the darkness of pre-dawn. Montpelier
artist Tara Jensen is the Firehouse Center’s Fourth Floor Artist-In-
Residence from April through June. During Jensen’s residency, she
will complete an installation of a witch hut containing three witches
and their kitchen table. Interested in the witch as a social outcast and
gatekeeper between nature and society, Jensen seeks to “animate a
consciousness that is comfortable with death, organic cycles and
transformative magic.”

The interior of the hut features papier mache, soft sculpture,
found objects, plush dolls, and black lights. The studio is open to

Browns River Middle School Library thanks Wendell of Wendell’s
Furniture for giving its students a new couch on which to relax
and read. PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Art/Music/Theater continued on page 5
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the pub-
lic on
S a t u r -
d a y s
f r o m
12:00 –
5:00 PM,
June 6,
13, and
20, and
for First
F r i d a y
Art Walk
on Fri-
day, June
5.

U n -
c h a r t e d
Terr i to-
ries is
s p o n -
sored by
T r u e x
C u l l i n s

and Partners, Architects and The Andy Warhol Foundation for the
Visual Arts. For more information about gallery exhibitions, special
events, classes or workshops, please call 802-865- 7166 or visit
Burlingtonartscouncil.com .

Friday, June 5 -First Friday Art Walk, 5:00 - 8:00 PM, citywide,
Burlington, Vermont. Art is everywhere in Burlington as galleries
and art venues stay open late to welcome walkers and share
Burlington’s incredible art scene. Take a guided tour or make your
own. Pick up your copy of Art Map Burlington, First Friday Art
Walk’s official publication and your guide to art in Burlington, or
check out www.artmapburlington.com to see a list of participating
venues.

First Friday Art Walk and Art Map Burlington are sponsored by
Burlington City Arts, Kasini House, Opportunities Credit Union,
Robert Hull Fleming Museum, and the South End Arts and Busi-
ness Association. Questions, call (802) 264-4839 or send email to
info@artmapburlington.com .

Call for Fine Artists and Craftspeople - Rutland, VT—The
Chaffee Art Center presents the 48th annual Art in the Park Summer
and Fall Festivals. These fine art and craft events are Vermont’s
oldest continuing arts tradition, and the Chaffee Art Center’s major
fund-raising events. They will be held on August 8 and 9, and Octo-
ber 10 and 11 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM in Main Street Park at the
Junction of Routes 4 and 7 in Rutland, Vermont. During the festi-
vals there will be live music, hourly door prize drawings, and free
activities for children and demonstrations of works in progress.

We are seeking potential exhibitors in the following categories: fine
art, clay, fiber, floral, glass, jewelry, photography, specialty food,
and wood. All exhibitors are juried. An application can be printed
from the website www.chaffeeartcenter.org or mailed if requested
by calling (802)775-8836.

Emile A. Gruppe Gallery presents the spring juried show of the
Vermont Watercolor Society which will hang now through June 28.
The Vermont Watercolor Society was founded in 1995 by a small
group of artists and has over 155 members from all over the state
today. The VWC aims to extend the appreciation of transparent
watercolor in all its diverse forms. The gallery is open Thursday -
Sunday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, and is located at 22 Barber Farm
Road in Jericho, (802) 899-3211, www.emilegruppegallery.com .

Several members of the Essex Art League will be exhibiting
during the month of June. Marie Cowan will display her work at the
Essex Town Offices, 81 Main St., Essex Jct. Showing work at the
Williston Given Health Care Center, Blair Park West, Williston will
be Kitty DiNicola, Jennifer Fay, Michele Marie Bradley, and Patrick
Kennedy. For information call 862-3014 or visit
www.essexartleague.com .

MUSIC
The Vermont Symphony Orchestra’s TD Banknorth Sum-

mer Festival Tour observes Lake Champlain’s 400th anniversary
this season, as the orchestra travels to nine special locations around
the state. From Thursday, June 25 through Sunday, July 5, the
state’s premiere orchestra performs The Lake Effect, a program
marking Samuel de Champlain’s discovery of Vermont’s great lake
in 1609. The VSO will perform in beautiful mountain and lakeside
settings, welcoming pre-concert picnicking, and concluding each
performance with what has become a VSO tradition, Tchaikovsky’s
1812 Overture.

The VSO pays tribute to our Frenchman in America with
Gershwin’s “An American in Paris” and a program both Gallic and
aquatic: an overture by Berlioz, a medley from Les Misérables,
selections from Handel’s Water Music, show tunes from South Pa-
cific, and more. At the end of the concert, Sousa’s Hands Across the
Sea March and celebratory fireworks lend a dramatic bon soir.

The annual outdoor festival of classics and pops connects to
communities, bringing the VSO to special stunning settings and
historic locations around the state. Audiences enjoy the history of
Hildene Meadowlands, the lakeside elegance of Shelburne Farms,
the ridgeline sunset from the Trapp Family Lodge Concert Meadow,
and other treasured Vermont venues.

The complete list of dates and venues includes: Thursday, June 25
- The grounds behind the Mahaney Center for the Arts, Middlebury
College, Middlebury; Friday, June 26 - Jackson Gore Inn, Okemo
Mountain Resort, Ludlow; Saturday, June 27 - Three Stallion Inn,
Randolph; Sunday, June 28 - Mountain Top Inn, Chittenden; Mon-
day, June 29 - Quechee Polo Grounds, Quechee; Thursday, July 2 -
Hildene Meadowlands, Manchester; Friday, July 3 - Grafton Ponds,
Grafton; Saturday, July 4 - Shelburne Farms, Shelburne; Sunday,
July 5 - Trapp Family Lodge Concert Meadow, Stowe.

Concerts begin at 7:30 PM in all sites. Tickets range from $29-32
for adults; free to $16 for children. In some locations an AARP
discount is also available. All sites are wheelchair accessible. Gates

Art/Music/Theater continued from page 4

open for picnicking at 5:00 or 5:30 PM.
depending on location.

For more information about the
2009 TD Banknorth Summer Festival
Tour, or to order tickets, please visit
www.vso.org or call FlynnTix at (802)
863-5966.

The hills will be alive with the sound
of music from June 29-July 3 when
Interplay Jazz hosts a one-week
residential workshop in Woodstock,
VT that includes master classes, jam
sessions, films, yoga, performances –
and all that jazz.
For registration and performance de-
tails please go to
www.Interplayjazz.com .
Sunday, June 14, 2009, the Bronze
Ambassadors, a teenage handbell
group from Newport, Vermont, will
play the prelude, anthem, and offer-
tory at the First United Methodist
Church in Burlington. The service will
start at 9:30 AM. There is free parking
on Sundays across the street in the
municipal parking garage.
 The Bronze Ambassadors will also
present a benefit concert at 3:00 PM
at Burlington First United Methodist
Church to raise funds for their trip to
Arizona later in the summer, where
they will be the featured event at the
American Guild of English Handbell
Ringers convention.
 Please contact Burlington First United
Methodist Church Minister of Music
George Matthew, Jr. for more infor-
mation. The church’s telephone num-
ber is 862-1151.

THEATER
The Dorset Theatre Festival is

pleased to announce a new component
of its summer 2009 programming.
From August 18-28, DTF will present
a new theatrical adaptation of the
children’s classic Alice in Wonderland,
based on the novel by Lewis Carroll
and adapted and directed by Tracy
Bersley. This family-friendly produc-
tion will run in repertory with the
mainstage musical Marry Me A Little
from August 18 - 28.
For more information, call 802-867-
2223 x200 or visit
www.dorsettheaterfestival.org . Single
tickets for Summer ‘09 go on sale in
June and will be available at
www.dorsettheatrefestival.org , by call-
ing 802-867-5777, or by visiting the
Playhouse Box Office at 104 Cheney
Road, Dorset.

MOUNTAIN
HIGH

PIZZA PIE
Monday - Saturday   11:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Sunday  4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

899-3718
Route 15 • Jeri-Hill Plaza  • Jericho

This Clark Derbes abstract is part of the Uncharted
Territories exhibit in the Firehouse Gallery, also
featuring Wylie Sofia Garcia and Ted Ollier.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED



Page 6  www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com Mountain Gazette • June 4, 2009
COMING EVENTS

SUMMER CONCERTSUMMER CONCERTSUMMER CONCERTSUMMER CONCERTSUMMER CONCERT
SERIESSERIESSERIESSERIESSERIES

AT MILLSAT MILLSAT MILLSAT MILLSAT MILLS
RIVERSIDE PARKRIVERSIDE PARKRIVERSIDE PARKRIVERSIDE PARKRIVERSIDE PARK

Please call 899-2693 for more information.

Come celebrate the best of summer with great music in a beautiful natural
setting! Performances begin at 6PM. Bring a picnic or purchase scrump-
tious food at the park. All concerts are free but donations are welcome to
support this series. Concerts will be held rain or shine unless there is a
severe thunderstorm in the forecast.
 
This year, Mills Riverside Park will be ten years old. The park’s birthday

party will be co-sponsored by the Jericho Underhill Land Trust and
celebrated on August 5 with cake!

 
June 24 The Willoughbys - Folk songs from the American landscape

July 1 Shane Brody and friends  - Jazz, Blues and Folk
traditional songs both popular and original

July 8 Tammy Fletcher - Need we say more?
July15 Ed Moore and family - Fabulous Swing jazz for all ages

July 22 Possum Haw - Energized, original, bluegrass/folk
July29 King Me - Easy going acoustic rock featuring favorite songs

and original music
 

August 5 Ten Year Park Birthday Party -
Dana and Susan Robinson A folksinging duo from Asheville, NC.

with powerful songs exploring “rural American with elegant simplicity”.

Friday & Saturday, June 5 & 6
Annual Spring Rummage Sale: Calvary Epis-
copal Church, Route 15 in Underhill Flats, will
hold its rummage sale on Friday from 9:00 AM
until 3:00 PM and on Saturday from 9:00 AM
until 12:00 noon. Items for sale include adults’ and
children’s clothing, toys, games, books, household
items, furniture, jewelry and some great bargains.
Questions, call 899-2326.
Friday, June 5
Men’s Auxiliary Roast Beef Dinner from 6:00
to 7:00 PM.  Held at VFW Post 6689, 73 Pearl
Street, Essex Jct. Any questions, call 878-0700.
Saturday, June 6
The annual first-Saturday-in-June Plant Sale,
Underhill Town Hall, Pleasant Valley Road,
Underhill Center. 9:00 AM. This sale is auction
style; that is, the auctioneer (usually through the
courtesy of Jay Lederman) will start the bidding
on the donated plants promptly at 9:00 AM. The
first bid is for $5.00. Succeeding rounds of bidding
go down by a dollar, until all the plants are gone.
The plant sale has a unique feature: the Trading
Board. People who do not have the time to dig
plants, but often have plenty of duplicates they
would like to share, can list varieties on a card and
pin it to the Trading Board at the time of the
auction. For further information, please call Mary
Pacifici at 899-1081.
Spring Birds of the Lake Champlain Basin,
9:00 AM –1:00 PM.  We will meet at the Vergennes
Green and carpool from there. Join Jim Andrews,
herpetologist and longtime Champlain Valley
birder, as we take a driving tour to the shores of

Lake Champlain through the Champlain Basin to
spot some breeding and migratory birds.  We will
carpool and stop at selected sites.  Please call
(802) 434-2167 to register. Fee: $25 for non-mem-
bers, $20 for members.
Sunday, June 7
Ladies’ Auxiliary VFW breakfast, 9:00 to 11:00
AM. Held at VFW Post 6689, 73 Pearl Street,
Essex Jct. Any questions call 878-0700.
Monday, June 8
Pot Luck Supper, 6:00 PM at the United Church
of Colchester Parish Hall on the Village Green.
The public is invited to join us. For more info call
Suzanne Furst, (802) 658-3706.  
Wednesday, June 10
Israel Scouts, Friendship Caravan Performance
and Community Dinner, Temple Sinai, 500 Swift
Street, South Burlington, 6:00 PM. http://
www.templesinaivt.org . Cost $10 per person/$25
per family (3 people or more), kids under 5 free.
Advance tickets may be purchased with VISA/
MC online at http://www.templesinai.org . Cash
only at the door the day of the performance. Group
rate available for groups of 10 or more. Contact
Judy Alexander for more information, (802) 862-
5125.
Thursday, June 11
Gloria Steinem, American journalist and femi-
nist leader, is the keynote speaker for Vermont
Woman Newspaper’s 6th annual lecture series
event to be held at the Burlington Hilton Ball-
room, 7:00 PM. The topic of her speech will be
“Outrageous Acts for Simple Justice.” Tickets
are available online, www.vermontwoman.com ,
or by calling 802-372-3201.

Friday, June 12
Burlington Contra Dance -  8:00 PM at St.
Anthony’s Hall, 305 Flynn Avenue,
Burlington, VT.  This dance will be a fundraiser
for the Champlain Valley Folk Festival. The
caller will be Rachel Nevitt and music will be pro-
vided by Ethan Hazzard-Watkins and Owen
Morrison. All are welcome, all dances taught, no
partner or experience necessary. Beginners’ ses-
sion at 7:45 PM. Admission is $8.00 adults, un-
der 12 free. Please bring clean, soft-soled shoes
for dancing. Dance info: 802-371-9492 or 802-
343-7165. Website: www.contracopia.net/sites/
qcc .
June 14
Green Mountain Bonsai Society’s 27th an-
nual Members’ Show, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
All are welcome to attend, 32 Tarbox Road, Jeri-
cho, off of Governor Peck. David Easterbrook,
the curator of the Montreal Botanical Gardens,
will be critiquing members’ trees in the AM and
doing a demonstration in the afternoon. Sale table
and much, much more. 802-899-5585.
Sunday, June 21
Father’s Day breakfast. Fathers eat free. Held
at VFW Post 6689, 73 Pearl Street, Essex Jct.
Any questions call 878-0700.

Friday & Saturday, June 19-20
Multi-family yard sale, United Christian As-
sembly on Raceway Rd., Jericho, 9:00 AM-2:00
PM both days, to benefit Kids Bayou Adventure
Week.  Rain or shine.
Sunday, June 21
Father’s Day country breakfast, St. Thomas
Church, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
Council #7810, Underhill Center in the parish hall
from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  The buffet style
breakfast will include juice, fruit, eggs, pancakes,
sausage, bacon, home fries and coffee.  Plan now
to treat Dad on his special day.  Cost is by dona-
tion.
Saturday, June 27
Jericho/Underhill Country Garden Tour 2009,
from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, eight residents and
avid gardeners of Jericho/Underhill will open their
gardens, sponsored by the Community Center in
Jericho. Ticket holders will enjoy a garden tea and
self-guided tour. Tickets, $12, can be purchased at
the Jericho Center Country Store, Irish Farm and
Florist, Old Mill Craft Shop and the Richmond
Corner Market. Contact Orelyn Emerson, 899-
3853.

collecting throughout many Jericho neighborhoods.
 If you have a large number of bottles you would
like picked up, please contact us at
info@pack621.us or call Deb Kesler at 899-2043.

Won’t be around on June 6 but still want to
support the Cub Scouts?  You can return your
bottles and cans to Essex Discount Beverage (lo-
cated at 76 Center Rd/Rt. 15 Essex, VT) any time
during the month of June and donate the proceeds
to Pack 621 on the spot.  Just mention ‘Jericho
Pack 621’ when you drop off your returns.

Cub Scouting is for boys in first through fifth

grades and it builds its activities around the fam-
ily. Cub Scouts meet biweekly in small den groups
and monthly as members of the pack for fun and
games, skits, ceremonies and recognition. The Cub
Scout program allows boys to grow through a wide
variety of activities like camping, fishing, hiking,
archery, skits, songs, crafts, and much, much more!
Cub Scouting builds self-esteem, self-confidence
and a sense of belonging. For more information
contact Cub Scout Pack 621 at: info@pack621.us
or visit http://pack621.us .

 

Cub Scout Pack 621
bottle drive

On June 6, Cub Scouts from
Pack 621 in Jericho will be
collecting returnable bottles
and cans.  The proceeds will
help support their many ac-
tivities throughout the year.
 Scouts will be collecting
bottles in the Jericho Elemen-
tary School parking lot from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM if you
have bottles you would like to
drop off.  They will also be



 www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com Page 7Mountain Gazette • June 4, 2009

Mount Mansfield
union HigH scHool

senior class of 2009
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Mount Mansfield Union High School Graduates 2009

    Gabriel Albright Angela Baizley Alex Barlowe  Lauren Barone   Kyle Beane                 Stephen Beaulieu       Melissa Beauregard Heather Bedell Annike Benner

Erin Bentlage David Bernstein         Emily Bestenbostel    Shane Bettis   Randall Bishop          Chelsea Bissonette Kathryn Bloch Emily Bogaczyk Chynah Boise

Ashley Brown Chelsea Burnett Kenneth Burnor Tristan Butler Amber Button Jolton Carruth Tucker Carty Nathan Chaffee         Andrew Charpentier

Amber Boomhower Hannah Borie Olivia Bouffard Madeline Boushie Gretchen Bove Cody Bowler James Brady Forrest Brandt Matthew Bristol

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations Mt. MansfieldMt. MansfieldMt. MansfieldMt. MansfieldMt. Mansfield

Class of 2009Class of 2009Class of 2009Class of 2009Class of 2009

MMU
Class

of 2009

35 Tupper
Road,

Underhill, VT

JIM BEDELL
Family Owned & Operated Since 1970
Excavating

899-4981

Congratulations Class of 2009

Congratulations
Heather!

We are proud of you.

2009
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Mount Mansfield Union High School Graduates 2009

   Troy Chipman Sara Church Katelyn Clark Catilin Cole Kathryn Colelli  Kevin Corbin  Emily Danaher  Eli Dandurand     Bailey Davis

    Tucker Deady             Angus Dickerson Jacob Drake              John-Paul Dubuque       Matthew Dufresne    Amy Dunne Kara Duquette            Shannon Dychton   Lauren Eames

   Michelle Finan    John Fisher Danielle Fortin     Kim Freitas   Joseph Gallo    Travis Garrett Andrew George Kailey George   Ashley Gilroy

  Max Ebenstein     Daniel Ehinger      Robert Emerson         Christopher Erickson    Michael Estes              Kasey Farnsworth Alec Faryniarz              Christopher Feloney      Kaitlin Filipek

Jon Jamieson CIC
President
jon@jamiesonins.com

CLARK’S TRUCK CENTER
Established by Elwood Clark in 1927

6 Orr Road, JERICHO, VT 05465

Congratulations to Katelyn Clark
And the Class of 2009

WAY TO GO!
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Mount Mansfield Union High School Graduates 2009

    William Godek            Lindsey Goudreau Joanne Gravelin Geoffrey Green Gregory Gutgsell Urian Hackney Luke Haddock   Sarah Hagan Britney Hallock

  Kelsey Hammond       Margaret Harmeyer       Mikayla Harrington Gabrielle Heath Peter Hegman Meghan Holt Cathlene Irish  Ryan Jacobs            Christopher James

    Alex Kerbaugh Levi Keszey             Kai Ketcham-Harvey     Sarah King   Paul Kiripolsky    Morgan Kirk Mary Lacy Dillion Laforce  Trevor LaPlant

   Brian Johnson Kiley Johnson           Elizabeth Johnston    Liza Jones Benjamin Joslin Ross Jutras Peter Kaiser Jesse Keefe Steven Kendall

KEITH AGENCY
Property & Casualty, Auto, Home,
Business, Snowmobile, and ATV.

Scott Keith
Roy Keith
Pat Keith

(802) 899-2323
38 Vermont Route 15, Jericho

Your hometown independent agent since 1965.

Insurance

CONGRATULATIONS
to Amy Malinowski,

JP Dubuque,
Lauren Barone,

Stephanie Willmott,
and Taylor Willey

From all of us
at

Amy
Malinowski

JP
Dubuque

Lauren
Barone

and the ENTIRE CLASS OF 2009.
WE WISH YOU SUCCESS AND

SAFETY IN ALL THAT YOU DO -

There is
only one YOU!!!

Stephanie
Willmott

Taylor
Willey
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Mount Mansfield Union High School Graduates 2009

   Cody Lassiter Armand Lavallee Melissa Lawler Thomas Lawyer            Emily LeBlanc Katelyn LeBlanc Gretchen Lick Alexander Loud       Ethan Ludwin-Peery

   Molly Mahoney Amy Malinowski Jessica Mallow Rachel Mantone Hayley Martin Theresa Martin             Megan Martineau Robert Mathieu Ashley Matthews

   James Murphy Margaret Murray Rebecca Murray Amber Nadeau Maxwell Nerbak Vanessa O’Brien Meagan Oliver Giuliana Orsky   Karol Pantaline

  Kearsten Mayville Alan McCarthy Corey McNeill Samantha Mead          Siobhan Mendicino Lucas Miglionico     Beth Milne    Emily Mobbs   Luke Moultroup

   Sarah Gingras

2009

Best Wishes

Class

of 2009

Congratulations and Best Wishes

If You Love
Country Living

You’ll Love ISSAC’S Phyllis
Sherman
434-3235

Congratulations!
Drive Safely,

Concentrate on the Road,
Let’s See all of the 2009
MMU Graduating Class

at Graduation!
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Mount Mansfield Union High School Graduates 2009

  Alexander Paone Andrew Papin             Samantha Parent     Ryan Parizo            Annie Penfield-Cyr    Lisa Perry Adron Pitmon    NIcholas Pitt Samantha Racine

        Eric Raville Laurel Raymond Shane Raymond Kyler Remillard Jillian Reynolds    Justin Robert  Ian Rockwell Amy Roderer            Madison Sanguinetti

   Elizabeth Spier   Maura Spillane               William Stamp    Katy Stewart      Sean Stone Amber Streeter    Daniel Suder Bethany Sullivan    Jared Supple

     Rand Santor Edward Schlak    Elaine Seay   Ethan Simmons     Jay Simons    Arielle Siple Lauren Sleeper    Erin Snyder   Crystal Sorrell

Jacques Country Store
434- 8650 •  Huntington

Route 2 • 3 miles east of Richmond
434-2239

Best Wishes to the MMU
Graduating Class of 2009

     Enjoy the beauty
     in the world that

   surrounds you
   as you make

your way through life.

RRRRRICHMONDICHMONDICHMONDICHMONDICHMOND
CCCCCORNERORNERORNERORNERORNER
MMMMMARKETARKETARKETARKETARKET
434-2519

10 East Main
St.,Richmond

Bolton Store
434-3587

Rt. 2 • Bolton

Congratulations!

Best Wishes

Best wishes from
CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations

Ashley
Gilroy

233 East Main Street,
Richmond, Vermont, 05477

802-434-4935
rah@gmavt.net

Richmond
Animal Hospital

Best

Wishes!

Congratulations
MMU
Graduating
Class
   of
2009
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Mount Mansfield Union High School Graduates 2009

  Brian Sutherland Derek Tanielian Johanna Taylor Josie Thomas Tara Thoubboron   Harrison Tobi Tatum Tomasi Jake Tomlinson Christine Toolin

      Louis Toulis             Lauren Tulikangas    Taylor Ward Michael Webb Brian Wilcox Jordan Willey              Stephanie Willmott     John Wood    Ashley Yates

    Taylor Yeates  Justin Yergeau        Julia Zell

Photos not available:
Tessa Austin
Daniel Brochu
Michelle Bruner
Samantha Chase
Cassie Collins
Joshua Cookson
Jessica Doyle
Stephanie Gardner

Joshua Hamlin
Mark Hurst
Rebecca Levesque
Stephen Liberty
Charles Machia
Patrick McLeod
Ryan Melcher

Nandor Moore
PJ Phillips
Theodore Rhoades
Ashley St. Andrew
Ruby Verge
Kim Villemaire
Nicole Villemaire

We are proud of the 2009 MMU Graduates!

JOHN’S SHOEJOHN’S SHOEJOHN’S SHOEJOHN’S SHOEJOHN’S SHOE
SHOP NORTHSHOP NORTHSHOP NORTHSHOP NORTHSHOP NORTH

4 Corners Richmond • 434-5299
Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri  10-5:30,  Sat. 10-3

Congratulations
Christopher

and the 2009 MMU
Graduating Class.

We love you!
Mom & Dad

Truth has this
going for it:

The facts
are on its side.

Stanislaw Lëm

When you follow your bliss... doors will
open where you would not have thought
there would be doors, and where there
wouldn’t be a door for anyone else.

Joseph Campbell

Mountain Gazette
6558 VT RT 116, Starksboro, VT 05487

802-453-6354
mtgazette@earthlink.net

Pizza
Richmond 434-4002

Congratulations!

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY, UNDERHILL
Art for the month of June will be the work of Robert Brunelle.
Be Creative at your Library reading logs for adults will be available

June 2 at the library. For every 5 books you read or listen to fill out a
log and you will be entered into a drawing for a gift certification from
a local business at the end of August. Thank you to the Friends of
DRML for sponsoring this drawing.

The Board of Trustees will meet Thursday, June 18 at 7 PM.
Make your own window box or planter! Monday, June 15 at 6:30

PM, Anne Tisbert of the Valley Dream Farm will demonstrate what
elements are needed to make a beautiful window box or planter. Then
you will get to make your own to take home.

Choose between a 24” white window box and a 20” clay colored
container. Choose sun, shade or ½ sun and ½ shade. Choose your own
flowers from a variety of colors, styles, and even draping vines.

Cost: $35.00, includes container, soil and plants.
Please call to register, 899-4962, and let us know what type of

container you would like and if it will be for sun, shade or both.
The Mystery Book Group will meet Friday, June 26 at 7:00 PM.

They are reading The Horse You Came In On by Martha Grimes. All
are welcome to join!

Thank you to everyone that has donated in response to our appeal
letter that was sent in April. We really appreciate all your support!

Also thank you to Jeannie Panner for applying for an IBM grant!
The library has received 3 new laptops and a new desktop. In the near
future the laptops will be available for people 18 and older to use in
the library. Watch for more details.

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM –
6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM,
Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, closed Sunday and Monday. For
information on any of the library’s programs, call 899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY, JERICHO CENTER
Thank you to everyone that helped to make our annual spring plant

sale fundraiser a success. A special thanks to Linda Campbell for all
her efforts!

 Friday, June 19, 7:00-9:00 PM, TAB (Teen Advisory Board-grades

7-12) Movie Night. All new members welcome to join and have fun
with the fabulous TABbers. Refreshments served. Please call the li-
brary for more information.

 Saturday, June 20, 10:30 AM, A Pocket Full of Poems and Pub-
lishing Party with Tracey. Follow picture book author/illustrator Tracey
Campbell Pearson on the Poetry Trail around the Village Green in
Jericho Center. Children can fill their pockets with poems and treats.
The trail ends with readings, drawings and fun activities. Help Tracey
celebrate her new book My Brother Bert written by Ted Hughes, one-
time British Poet Laureate who has his own poetry trail in England.
This event is free and families are welcome. Book signing to follow at
12:00 PM. All book sale proceeds will benefit children’s programming
at the Jericho Town Library.

 Join the 2009 Summer Reading Program Be Creative! at the library.
This program is open to preschool through young adult, with pro-
grams, prize drawings, story hours, a reading club and more. Families
are invited to join the Read-to-Me portion of the program. All pro-
grams are free and open to the public. Registration starts Wednesday,
June 10 for students grades 5-12 and June 20 at 12:00 PM for grades
K-4. Flyers will be available in the library. Stop in or call 899-4686 to
register for summer events.

If you are sick or having a hard time getting around call us so we can
bring you a good book (large print also available) at 899-4686.

 If anyone wants to volunteer to be a part of the catalog automation
project underway there is still more work to be done, which includes
computer and non-computer tasks. So if you have even an extra hour
or two please consider helping. For more information call the library at
899-4686.

 High school students needing to fulfill community service please
volunteer at the library when your schedule permits. Your help is
really appreciated. Call or stop by!

 Story time including craft and snack is held every Wednesday
upstairs at 10:00 AM. Come share the joy of books, finger plays,
flannel board, and songs with guitar music led by Derek! Wednesday,
June 17-July 29: special art themes with summer program!  Upcom-
ing: Wednesday, June 10, 10:00 AM – Father’s Day; Wednesday, June

17, 10:00 AM – Color, Color Everywhere.
 The Board of Trustees meets regularly the first Thursday of the

month at 7:00 PM at the library. The public is welcome so join us at
our upcoming meetings on June 4 and July 2. The hours for the Jericho
Town Library on the Green are Monday and Friday 1:00-5:00 PM,
Wednesday 10:00 AM-12:00 PM and 2:00-6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00
AM-1:00 PM. For more information call 899-4686 or email us at
Jerichotownlibrary@gmail.com .

WESTFORD TOWN LIBRARY
Upcoming Events: Thursday, June 4, 11:00 AM, Storytime. Stories

and activities for children birth to five. Theme: Water.
Saturday, June 6, 6:30 PM. Women’s Game Night. Join this fun &

welcoming group for food, laughter and board games.
Wednesday, June 10, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. Book discussion. Tinker

Tailor Solider Spy by John LeCarre.
Thursday, June 11, 11:00 AM. Storytime. Stories and activities for

children birth to five. Theme: Flags and Signals.
Saturday, June 13. Opening Date to register for Summer Reading

Program Get Creative at Your Library.  See the Westford newsletter or
brochure posted on the Library website for complete details.

Thursday, June 18, 11:00 AM. Storytime. Stories and activities for
children birth to five. Theme: Visual Arts.

Saturday, June 20, 11:00 AM. Creative Pet Show. Is it the most
creative pet (maybe your favorite teddy bear?) or most creatively
dressed pet? Unleash your creativity but not your critter. Meet at the
Gazebo on the Common. Special guest judges, fun and prizes for all.

Wednesday, June 24, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. R.E.A.D. with JR the newfie,
a Delta and therapy dog specially trained to help young readers. For
children in grades 1-3. Preregistration and signed permission slip re-
quired. Call 878-5639 for details. He will also visit us on Wednesdays,
July 8 and 22, and August 5.

Thursday, June 25, 11:00 AM.  Storytime. Stories and activities for
children birth to five. Theme: Music Makers & Shakers with Beth
Peloquin.

Friday, June 26, 1:00 -2:00 PM. R.E.A.D. with JR the newfie, a

LIBRARY NEWS

Libary News continued on page 16
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DENTDENTDENTDENTDENTAL CAL CAL CAL CAL CAREAREAREAREARE

BEAUTY

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ORTHOPEDIC AND SPORTS PHYSICAL THERAPY
HELPING YOU GET BACK ON THE RIGHT PATH

61 Huntington Road
Richmond, VT
434-8495

We specialize in treating conditions of the muscles, tendons,
ligaments, bones, and joints. Our physical therapists provide

patients with the most progressive methods
of orthopedic and sports rehabilitation.

WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SERVING

OUR COMMUNITY

MASSMASSMASSMASSMASSAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

ALDER BROOK
DENTAL ASSOCIATES, P.C.

JOHN W. SUMMERVILLE, DMD
SOUTH S. SIGLER, DDS

Quality Dental Care for the entire family in a relaxed
and friendly environment. Conveniently located across

from Essex Shoppes and Cinema.

PHONE 802.879.1233 ~ FAX 802.879.3181

8 ESSEX WAY  ESSEX JCT., VT 05452

Call Brenda at (802) 453-6354
to place your ad on this page.

Size Cost Total Purchase
3.25” x 1.5” $18.00 each Must buy 5 - $90.00
3.25” x 3” $23.00 each Must buy  5 - $115.00

ADDED HOURS
We are now open on

Wednesdays starting at 1PM.

Full Service Hair Salon for Men, Women & Children

Tues. 8:00-7:00, Wed.  8:00 - 7:00, Thurs. 8:00 - 3:30,
Fri. 8:00 - 6:00, Sat. 7:30 - 12:00 Walk-ins Only

Route 15   •  899-2068

EYE CARE

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

Bring in this ad to receive 5% OFF

Great Comfort and Support for Summer.

From your     sandals.
• Built-in Orthotics
• Waterproof
• Rubber Outside
• Attractive Styles - Women’s 5 to Men’s 13
• Black, Blue, Khaki

Dr. Mary H. Kintner, D.C.
19 years of gentle unhurried care

tered.  “Teams are coming from as near as Morrisville and Hyde
Park and as far as Waterbury, Hardwick, Jeffersonville and Lowell.
We have several big teams made up of family and friends with as
many as 60 walkers,” she said.

All monies raised from this event are through corporate sponsor-
ships, walker sponsors, general donations, luminary bag sales and
silent auction bidding.  “Walkers can either solicit for contributing
sponsors or sell luminary bags which are white bags that represent
hope, honor and remembrance,” said Demars.   All monies – that’s
100%  - raised go directly to cancer patients in the Lamoille area.
Through LACN’s “Emergency Fund” small grants are issued to
cancer patients that are in need of assistance.

The event includes many highlights and activities for persons of
all ages.  A silent auction tent which contributed over $3,000 to the
fund last year promises to keep attendees bidding until closing at
6:00 p.m.  Entertainment includes SuperSounds (throughout the
entire event), Jon Gailmor (2:00 – 3:00 p.m.), children’s activities
and face painting.  And, throughout the day luminary bags are placed
around the track as the walkers continue their journey.  At dusk
candles are lit in honor and memory bringing the bags to life. “The
luminaria ceremony which is scheduled for 8:30 p.m. is a special ½
hour of quiet time and is described as very moving.  It’s something
everyone should see for themselves,” described Demars.   In addi-
tion to all of the above, Demars noted that prior to fireworks a
special reflections video of past walks is scheduled for 9:30 p.m.

 “Everyone knows somebody who has, or had cancer.  It’s im-
portant to show your support and come out Saturday, June 20th to
the Peoples Academy track.”

Want more information?  Contact Jill Baker at 888-8302 or Kathy
Demars at 888-7720.

Celebrate continued from page 3 Step up for LACiNg UP
Everyone is touched by cancer.  Whether it’s a family member,

friend or neighbor, sadly, cancer affects us all.  June 20 marks the 7th

annual LACiNg Up for Cancer walk – a community event that
benefits the Lamoille Area Cancer Network (LACN). How can you
help?  Event Chair Kathy Demars explains that there are many
opportunities for community members and businesses to get in-
volved.  “Community members can show their support by spon-
soring a team walker or by purchasing a luminary bag in honor or
memory of someone touched by cancer.  And businesses can donate
goods or services for either the community barbecue or silent auc-
tion,” she said.  “Another important opportunity is to stop by the
track during the day to show your support to the many survivors
and caregivers who are celebrating life, and cheer on the many teams
who have dedicated their day to raising money for such an impor-
tant cause.”

Demars explained that 100% of all monies raised for LACN goes
directly to cancer patients in the Lamoille area through grants.  These
grants, often described by cancer recipients and their family mem-
bers as “a blessing,” help with paying for the most basic necessity
items such as household bills, gas for getting to and from treatment,
medications and general financial assistance.  This past year LACN
gave out more than $187,000 in grants to cancer patients.  “That
total alone shows there is a tremendous need for this kind of assis-
tance and LACiNg Up is one way to ensure that help continues to
be available,” continued Demars.

Ron Ridlon of Morrisville, one of the event co-chairs, says that
the 12-hour walk kicks off at 11:00 AM with opening remarks by
Speaker of the Vermont House Shapleigh Smith.  Festivities are
heightened when survivors and caregivers are asked to step onto the
track for a once around look and applaud.  “Emotions and spirits
kick into gear for the many onlookers as they watch the survivors
and know just how special life is to them,” he said.  Following the
survivor lap, teams take to the track for a one-time look before their
12-hour journey of walking begins.

Scheduled activities throughout the day include entertainment by
Tammy Fletcher and Jon Gailmor, an afternoon pizza party, bid-
ding at the silent auction tent, face painting and a community barbe-
cue.  “At 8:00 PM we will honor and remember those touched by
cancer with a special half-hour luminaria ceremony, followed by a
reflections video of past walks,” said Demars.  Signifying the end to
a wonderful event will be the traditional fireworks.

Demars attributes the success of the event to our community and
expresses heartfelt thanks to the many businesses and individuals
who continue to show their support through corporate sponsor-
ships and donations of in-kind goods and services, as well as to all
the team walkers who are dedicated to raising money – money that
will continue to help cancer patients in a time of need.

“Last year’s walk raised $125,000. Together, our goal is to meet
and exceed that,” said Demars.  For more information on how you
can get involved in LACiNg Up for Cancer call Kathy Demars at
888-7720 or Jill Baker at 888-8302.

CAMPUS HONORS
Jennifer Niles, a student at the University of Connecticut School

of Dental Medicine, received a coveted award for her outstanding
poster presentation at the 19th annual Medical/Dental Student Sci-
entific Research Day held at UCHC in February 2009. Niles will
represent the dental school as the ADA/Dentsply student clinician
at the American Dental Association meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii.
She is the daughter of Tom and Sandy Niles of Underhill and a
graduate of Mount Mansfield Union High School in Jericho, VT.

Andrew D. Davis of Underhill, VT, a junior mathematics major
at Clarkson University, recently participated with his team in the
2009 Mathematical Contest in Modeling. Davis was a member of
the team designated “meritorious winners” of the competition. His
performance helped to earn bragging rights for the University as the
best overall school performance in the competition.
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Best of Greece
and the Greek Isles

Walk in the footsteps of St. Paul.

Join Bill and Lynn MacDonough
for an amazing trip to Greece in-
cluding a 3 day cruise to the Greek
Isles.

See Athens, Corinth and many
other beautiful cities. Enjoy won-
derful 5 star hotels and great meals.
Your cruise on the Aegean Sea will
take you to Rhodes, Mykonos and
many more wonderful places
where St. John was inspired to
write the Book of Revelation.

For more information and a brochure,
please call Bill or Lynn at 802-899-3923.

COLLEGE GRADUATES
Marlboro College recently awarded a Bachelor of Science degree

to Ryon Frink of Westford, VT.
Vermont Technical College recently awarded degrees to the fol-

lowing area graduates: Brandie L. Barton of Bolton, VT – Associ-
ate of Science; Heather K. Blair of Cambridge, VT – Associate of
Science; Nick F. Rock of Cambridge, VT – Associate of Science;
Meredith A. Loomis of Jeffersonville, VT – Associate of Science;
Ann M. Willson of Jericho, VT – Associate of Science; Christo-
pher A. Smith of Jericho, VT – Associate of Science; Christopher
J. Ackerman of Jericho, VT – Associate of Science; Kevin J.
McGovern of Jericho, VT – Associate of Science; Judith A.
Raineault of Underhill, VT – Associate of Science; Deborah R.
Hodgson of Waterville, VT – Associate of Science; Johanna
Silverman-Towbin of Waterville, VT – Associate of Science; Nicole
I. Kolinich of Westford, VT – Associate of Science; Zebadiah R.
Lavallee of Westford, VT – Associate of Science; Shawn J.
Rocheleau of Cambridge, VT – Bachelor of Science; Bailey M.
Lamphere of Jeffersonville, VT – Bachelor of Science; Cory R.
Melton of Jeffersonville, VT – Bachelor of Science; Whitney Z.
McGovern of Jericho, VT – Bachelor of Science; Benjamin G.
Randall of Underhill, VT – Bachelor of Science; Jean M. Thresher
of Underhill, VT – Bachelor of Science.

The following local students have earned bachelor’s degrees from
Keene State College in Keene, NH: Meghan Elisabeth Ferguson
of Underhill, VT; Ian Edwin Lord of Jericho, VT;  Brent Michael
Soules of Jericho, VT, cum laude.

 Miles Irving Hobart, 55, of Underhill, VT
passed away on Sunday, May 17, 2009 in Fletcher
Allen Health Center in Burlington, VT. He was
born on August 1, 1953 in Colchester, VT, son of
Violet (Griffin) Hobart and the late Irving Hobart.
He proudly served our country with the U.S.
Army. He had been employed by Revision
Eyewear and enjoyed his co-workers there. Out-
side of work he loved to read and always had a
book with him. Miles enjoyed the company of
others, especially pets, the elderly, and children. He took pleasure
from fishing, golfing, collecting guns, and target shooting. He was a
loyal member of the VFW Post #782 in Burlington. Miles was a
loving and caring son, brother, nephew and uncle who will be missed
by all. He is survived by his mother, Violet (Griffin) Hobart of
Underhill; his brother Kyle Hobart and wife Sarah of Underhill; his
brother-in-law Bradley Eldred and his wife Nancy of Underhill; his
great-aunt Arlene Griffin of Waterville, VT; his uncle Earl Stanley
Griffin and wife Hilda of South Burlington, VT; two nieces, Hannah
Eldred and Katherine Hobart; two nephews, Colin Eldred and Bra-
dley Eldred; and many cousins. He was predeceased by his sister
Phyllis Eldred; his two aunts, Aunt Mona Johnson and husband
Ward and Aunt Lucille Bebee and husband Ray; and his great-uncle
Greg Griffin. A memorial service was held at the United Church of
Underhill with full military honors accorded this veteran on Thurs-
day, May 21, 2009 with Reverend Kevin Goldenbogen officiating.
Inurnment will be private and at the convenience of the family.
Memorial contributions may be made in memory of Miles to either
the American Heart Association Vermont Chapter Inc., 434 Hurri-
cane Lane, Williston, VT 05495; or to the American Cancer Society,
121 Connor Way, P.O. Box 1460, Williston, VT 05495-1460. The
family invites you to share your memories and online condolences
by directly visiting his life tribute at www.awrichfuneralhomes.com

Ellen “Nadya” Kostyshak Goldsmith, 82, of Cambridge, VT
died peacefully at home in the early morning hours of Sunday, May
17, 2009. Nadya was the widow of the Reverend Daniel Goldsmith,
who died in 1994. Born on March 26, 1927 in Ambridge, PA, she
was the daughter of Russian immigrants Wasily and Theodosia

OBITUARIES

(Shesnak) Kostyshak. After gradu-
ating high school, she earned an
associate’s degree from the School
for American Craftsmen. Nadya
spent her married years as a home-
maker, raising two children, and by
Dan’s side as a devoted clergyman’s
wife. They lived in Hardwick, VT,
Northfield, VT, and spent the years
from 1964-1990 at Mission Farm in
Killington, VT. In 1990, Nadya and
Dan moved to Cambridge, NY, hon-
oring Nadya’s wish to return to her
Russian Orthodox roots and be part
of the New Skete community. Nadya
is survived by two children, Johanna
Laggis and husband John of East
Hardwick, and Nicholas Goldsmith
of Pomfret, VT; two grandchildren,
Anna and Nicholas Laggis; two sis-
ters, Maria Graubart of Manchester,
NH and Beatrice Romaniec of
Bellefonte, PA; and several nieces and
nephews. Friends and relatives were
invited to spend time with Nadya on
Thursday, May 21, in the Holy Wis-
dom Temple at the New Skete Mon-
astery in Cambridge, NY, followed
by the funeral and divine liturgy, with
burial at New Skete Cemetery.  The
family requests memorial donations
be made to New Skete Monastery,
P.O. Box 128, Cambridge, NY 12816.
To leave a condolence message, please
v i s i t
www.ackleyrossfuneralhome.com .

Major James Richard
VanDusen, USAF (Ret.), 84, of
Jeffersonville, VT passed away on
Sunday, May 24, 2009 in Fletcher
Allen Health Care, Burlington, VT.
Visiting hours
were held at des
Groselilliers Fu-
neral Home in
Johnson, VT on
Sunday, May 31,
2009. A graveside
military service
followed at the
Je f fe r sonv i l l e
Cemetery.
 
 
 

WELCOME HOME Lamoille North teachers
receive Noyce Scholarships

By Katherine Quimby Johnson
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Three teachers in the Lamoille North Supervisory Union have
been named Master Teaching Fellows through the Robert Noyce
Teacher Scholarship Program at the National Science Foundation.
Noreen Jessiman of Cambridge Elementary, Nancy Goddette of
Johnson Elementary, and Candy Palmer of Lamoille Union Middle
School were among the 11 teachers statewide to receive this offer
through the Vermont Mathematics Partnership (VMP). The award
will support their participation in the Vermont Mathematics Initia-
tive (VMI) at the University of Vermont. At the end of the three-
year program, the teachers will receive their master’s degrees and
will become teacher-leaders in their districts.

Established in 1999, VMI has focused on deep knowledge of
mathematical content for teachers grades K-6, with the intent to
“support highly effective mathematics instruction across the entire
state,” in the words of the program’s website. According to Lamoille
North Superintendent Debra Taylor, it is more important than ever
that all students have master mathematic content: “The expecta-
tions in math are higher now than they were several generations
ago.” As an example, Taylor cited Joe Teegarden, Director of the
Green Mountain Technology and Career Center, who recently said
that 11th graders entering GMTCC need to have had “a successful
algebra experience.” Taylor also said that research points out that
“an instructor having a specialist background in math is one of the
best ways to improve student achievement.”

Jessiman, who is an early literacy reading and math support
teacher for K-3 at Cambridge Elementary and a certified math re-
covery specialist, reports that when she was a student herself,
math was always a challenge. “I was math phobic,” she admits.
However, she said, taking a professional development course called
“Math as a Second Language” through VMI opened her eyes. As an
example, she cited the “Stars Problem,” which asks students to
solve the question: If Mike puts two stars on his reading chart in
week one, four stars on the chart in week two, and six stars on the
chart in week three, how many stars will he put on in week eight?
(The problem and three solutions can be found at http://
www.emba.uvm.edu/~gross/vmi_files/Page597.html .) It is impor-
tant for students not merely to know the correct answer, but to be
able to apply various strategies such as charts and rules to come up
with that answer.

 “The course was challenging, but a good challenge,” Jessiman
said. “There were a lot of aha moments.” In addition, she appreci-
ated that she was not expected to have a math background at the
beginning of the course. “The amount of support is amazing.” Ac-
cording to Jessiman, being in a class where teachers were at differ-
ent levels was also helpful because it was a reminder that not every-
one in a school will learn in the same way.

Jessiman’s experience was so powerful that she says, “I love
math now. I’m a math geek. I’m a recovering math phobic.” If
Goddette and Palmer share her experience, the students in Lamoille
Union should be able to look forward to not only higher test scores,
but to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the power of
numbers.

MMU students win first place
statewide business plan competition

P r e s e n t
and former
MMU busi-
ness/entre-
preneur stu-
dents got
rave reviews
speaking at
the 25th VT
B u s i n e s s
and Indus-
try Expo at
the Sheraton

Hotel, May 20, plus the MMU team “Hearts for Haiti” took first
place in the statewide business plan competition presented by
Comcast and Governor Douglas, winning $1,000 which will be do-
nated to the Vermont Haiti Project to help people in Haiti in need of
clean drinking water.

 MMU present and past business/entrepreneurship students and
faculty member Laurel Butler spoke at the event:  Amy Malinowski,
who is heading to Babson College to study Social Entrepreneurship/
Business, with a prestigious full 4-year scholarship; Katherine Bowen,
who just completed her first year at Ithaca College with honors in
International Business; Emily Danaher, who is heading to Champlain
College and who was the “Hearts for Haiti” business plan winner
with a team of four other students in her class; Michael Adams, who
has finished his third year at Bryant College in Business and is the
owner/creator of Eddie’s Energy Bars; and Laurel Butler, MMU
Business/Entrepreneurship faculty member and keynote speaker at
the VTExpo, talking about the importance of entrepreneurship and
financial literacy education in our schools and its relevance in all
subject areas whether one goes into business for him/herself or not;
everyone will work for someone or with someone and needs to know
how organizations operate and how to be prepared for college and/

WESTFORD
(Quiet) Our beautiful new prin-
cess, Kaelie Adeline Quiet, de-
cided to join us 7 weeks early on
May 8, 2009 at 1:10 AM. She
was 5 lbs., 18 1/4 inches. Kaelie
was welcomed home on May 21,
2009 by her proud parents
Kristin (Senical), Justin, and big
sister Grace Quiet of Westford.
Also celebrating her arrival are
proud grandparents David and
Cynthia Senical of Winooski and

Steven and Mary Quiet of Richmond.

BOLTON
(Phillips) Courtney and Scott Phillips had a son, Maximus, on
Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington,
VT.

or the workforce.
 For more information about VT

REAL Enterprise and how it helps
students learn about business and
business plan writing, contact Lau-
rel Butler of Colchester at 860-
1673.
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Tom Nugent
73 Stevensville Road
Underhill

RE/MAX Preferred
Office: (802) 862-9700 Ext. 12

1-800-998-2931
Home: 899-4488

Tykes on Bikes Neighborhood
Pretty darn... wow! Roomy, gor-
geous family home built in 2004.
This 5 Star Energy Rated home is
in a fabulous family neighborhood,
with an open floor plan, spacious
rooms, and a sizeable master suite.
Inside and out it’s immaculate.  The

oversized 2 car garage has lots of room for storage or puttering. The
basement is a useful space, mostly finished with room for family
activities and the occasional guest. On nearly an acre, with fenced
yard and adjoining, protected woodland.  $275,000 No, Bun-Bun the
bunny does not stay. He’s moving, too.

MODEL OPEN DAILY OR CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Delta and therapy dog specially trained to help young readers. For
children in grades 1-3. Preregistration and signed permission slip re-
quired. Call 878-5639 for details. He will also visit us on Fridays, July
10 and 24, and August 7.

Friday, June 26, 6:00 PM. Strategy & Board Games for Teens &
Adults.

Saturday, June 2, 11:00 AM. Float Building. Let’s build a five star
float for the best July 4th parade in Vermont. Meet at the Town
Garage at 10:30 on 7/4 to be part of the parade.

Summer Reading Program fun continues through Saturday, August
1. Check the website or Town newsletter for more details.
Art Fits Vermont & All-Age Community Art Show. Join a statewide
project to showcase the creativity of Vermonters. Stop by the library
to pick up a large wooden puzzle piece to decorate as you see fit.
Bring it back to the library for the All-Age Community Art Show by
Wednesday, July 15. Only fifty puzzle pieces available. Also, all
community members are invited to participate in the All-Age Com-
munity Art Show. Bring in two or three pieces by Wednesday, July 15
to display through August. Hobbyists encouraged and all media ac-
cepted. Show off your creativity at the library. Art show opening and
reception: Friday, July 17, 5:00 – 7:00 PM.

The Westford Public Library is open Wednesday 1:00 – 7:00 PM,
Thursday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Friday 12:00 – 6:00 PM and Satur-
day 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. We can be reached at 878-5639,
westford_pl@vals.state.vt.us or www.westford.lib.vt.us .

VARNUM LIBRARY, JEFFERSONVILLE
This image of the Sun is taken in ultraviolet light, which shows off

its high energy characteristics. While visible light features black sun-
spots, ultraviolet light reveals the magnetic storms raging in the Sun’s
atmosphere above those sunspots.
Credit: SOHO Mission, NASA

Did you know that 2009 is the International Year of Astronomy? It
marks the 400th anniversary of Galileo’s first observations of the
universe through a telescope. Thanks to the efforts of our librarian
and a handful of library supporters, we will be celebrating it in a big
way at the Varnum Memorial Library here in Jeffersonville!

We are one of 40 libraries across the country chosen to host a
travelling tour and exhibit called “Visions of the Universe: Four Cen-
turies of Discovery.” The American Library Association, in coopera-
tion with the Space Telescope Science Institute Office of Public Out-
reach, Baltimore, Maryland, and the Smithsonian Astrophysical Ob-
servatory, Cambridge, Massachusetts, invited public libraries to ap-
ply for the opportunity to host the exhibit. The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) provided major funding for the
exhibit. Exhibit sponsors were especially interested in receiving ap-
plications from public libraries in small towns and rural areas that
have limited access to NASA resources, as well as from public librar-
ies in larger population centers. Hmm, I wonder what we had going for
us? Along with the exhibit comes a stipend for the library to go
towards resources for our library and programming. More informa-
tion will be shared as the tour approaches its sole Vermont
destination. In the meantime, to learn more, visit your local library or
go online to http://astronomy2009.us , http://astronomy2009.nasa.gov
or www.ala.org/visionsoftheuniverse/. 

Our turn to host will be during July and August. At this time, we
are working on the programs that will support the exhibit. They

include model rocketry demonstrations, talks about Northern lights
and the sun, spacey projects for kids, viewing parties, and more. If
this sounds exciting to you, give us a call (644-2117) or stop by. We’re
working on implementing programs and could use some help. If you
are an astronomy buff and/or own a telescope, we especially want to
hear from you. The Varnum Memorial Library is open Mondays and
Tuesdays from 1:00 – 8:00 PM. and Thursdays and Saturdays from
9:00 – 12:00 noon. Let’s celebrate how far we’ve come in learning
about space.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, “Keep It Simple” group meets
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8:00 – 9:00 PM and Saturdays,
6:30 – 7:30 PM at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill Flats.

KIDS
Underhill Playgroup, kids ages 0-5 with their caregivers are al-

ways welcome to join us Fridays from 9:30 - 11:00 AM at Underhill
Central School for playtime, crafts, stories, songs and fun! For addi-
tional information or questions, please contact Heather Lebeis at 899-
4415 or Underhillplaygroup@yahoo.com .

Bolton Family Play Night, in the Smilie School gym, usually the
first and third Fridays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM. Free. Mostly unstructured
play with the school’s equipment. Contact Tim Grover, 434-4180.

Kids’ Yoga, 3-5 years & 6 years and up. Toddler tumbling and new
moms’ groups. The Well, 644-6700.

SENIORS
Jeri-Hill XYZ Seniors meet at the Town Hall in Underhill Center

on the first and third Wednesday of each month. All seniors are wel-
come! Dinners are served at 11:30 AM. For information, please call
Lenore Whitten, 878-8996, Bette Workman, 899-4446, or Loreen
Teer, 899-1363.

Westford Senior lunches – Join Westford Seniors for lunch at the
Red Brick Meeting House on the Common the second Monday of
each month. Lunch is served at 12:00 noon with a short meeting or
presentation following. Call 878-7405 or 879-7382 for information or
for a ride.

SPORTS ACTIVITIES
Adult coed volleyball in Westford, 8:00 – 10:00 PM, Mondays,

Westford Elementary School gym. Fun, casual volleyball. $2 at the
door. Call coordinators Jon and Tammy Brown, 872-8333, for infor-
mation.

Bolton Men’s Basketball, Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, Smilie
School Gym. For adults and young adults, age 16 and up. Contact Bill
Newton, 434-3348.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alzheimer’s support group, third Wednesday, 9:30 – 11:30 AM,

The Arbors, 687 Harbor Rd., Shelburne. Free education for individu-
als and families in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias. For information and to register, contact Nicole Houston,
985-8600.

Approach Autism With Advocacy, Recovery & Education
(AAWARE) in the Lamoille Valley, third Sunday, 3:00 – 5:00 PM,
Second Congregational Church of Jeffersonville Community Room,
Jeffersonville. Special topics, guest speakers, resource information;
playroom for kids, fenced side yard for outdoor play. For informa-
tion, Terry Holden, 644-2759 (Jeffersonville) or Tina Karl, 888-3430
(Hyde Park.)

Veterans Job Networking, Wednesdays, 9:30 – 11:00 AM, VFW
Post, Essex Jct.; 1:00 – 2:30 PM, American Legion Post, St. Albans.

Lamoille Valley Kin as Parents, second and fourth Thursdays,
6:00 – 7:30 PM, Lamoille Family Center, Morrisville. Dinner and
child care provided. For more information, Imelda at 888-5229 ext.
152 or Rhonda Barr, 888-1376.

Eating Disorders Parental Support Group, third Wednesday,
7:00 – 9:00 PM, Covenant Community Church, VT Rt. 15, Essex
Center. For parents of children with or at risk of anorexia or bulimia.
We focus on being a resource and providing reference points for old
and new ED parents. For information, Peter, 899-2554.

TOWN GOVERNMENT AND ORGANIZATIONS
Cambridge Area Rotary meets on the first Thursday of the month,

rotating to local restaurants, 7:00 – 8:00 AM at 158 Restaurant, Main
St., Jeffersonville. For information, call Anita Lotto, 793-0856, or
Chuck Hogan, 644-8134.

Tim Nulty, Jericho Selectboard member, at the Village Cup,
first and third Wednesdays, 8:00 – 9:00 AM, and at the Flour Shop,
second and fourth Wednesdays, 8:00 – 9:00 AM.

Westford Fire Department, Mondays, 7:00 PM, at the fire sta-
tion next to the Town Garage. Volunteer for firefighting, dispatching,
radio communications, computer operations, grant writing, equip-
ment maintenance, fire police, education, and much more. For infor-
mation, email John Quinn, jquinninvt@aol.com .

Westford Food Shelf, open on the third Saturday of every month,
8:00 – 10:30 AM, United Church of Westford. All are welcome! Fresh
produce, meat, and non-food items available.

Jericho-Underhill Water District meets first Monday of each
month at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill Flats, 7:00 PM.
For information, call 899-4076 or 899-3810.

Jericho Historical Society, second Thursday, 7:30 PM, Old Red
Mill, Jericho.

The Village of Jericho, Inc. Board of Water Commissioners
will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, June 19 at 7:00 PM at the Old
Red Mill on 4B Red Mill Drive in Jericho.

Jericho Underhill Park District Board meet-
ing, first and third Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, Deborah
Rawson Memorial Library project room, Jericho.
Residents of Jericho and Underhill always wel-
come. 899-2693 for information.
Fairfax Food Shelf has moved to the United
Church on the corner of Fletcher Road and River
Road, near the Foothills Bakery. The Food Shelf
is open the first two Wednesdays, 9:00 AM –
12:00 noon. Please use the downstairs entrance.
Information, 849-6588.

Library News continued from page 13

ADULT ACTIVITIES
The Essex Art League holds monthly meetings at the First Congre-

gational Church, 39 Main St., Essex Jct. For information, 862-3014.
Westford Knitters Group meets the first Friday of each month, 6:00
– 8:30 PM at the Westford Library. All needlecrafters in Westford and
surrounding communities are welcome. Enjoy conversation with neigh-
bors and friends while you work on your current project. Come early
or late; bring a brown bag dinner and a drink if you like. For informa-
tion: Julie Nelson, 343-0165 or Julie@coolmoonyoga.com .
Handbell ringers, Tuesday evenings, United Church of Underhill.
All are welcome at rehearsals. Two ensembles; opportunity for small
groups/shorter time periods. We ring a variety of music in a variety of
settings and look forward to new faces joining us. Beginners welcome!
Call Roger, 899-3106, for information.
The Vermont French Canadian Genealogy Society library is
open for research. Call for summer hours. We offer Vermont & Cana-
dian Catholic Parish records, Vermont Vital Records on Microfilm,
census records and other resources to assist with family history re-
search.  The library is located at the Dupont Building, Hegeman Ave.
across from the VT State Police building in Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester.
For more information or an appointment call 862-8082, 878-8081, go
online at www.vt-fcgs.org/library or email us at mail@vt-fcgs.org .

FARMERS’ MARKETS
Here comes that time of year again – for luscious, locally-produced

food and crafts. Here are the details for our towns this year.
Mills Riverside Farmers’ Market, Mills Riverside Park, VT Rt. 15,
Jericho. 3:00 – 6:30 PM, Thursdays, June 11 through September 24.
For information, contact Jessamy Pratt, 899-5899 or
jessamypratt@yahoo.com .
Richmond Farmers’ Market, Volunteers’ Green, Bridge St., Rich-
mond Village. 3:00 – 6:30 PM, Fridays, June 5 through October 16.
For information, contact Carol Mader, 434-5273 or
cmader@surfglobal.net .
Westford Farmers’ Market, Westford Common, VT Rt. 128, Westford.
3:30 – 6:30 PM, Fridays, June 12 through October 16. For informa-
tion, contact Janet Franz, 878-7405 or jfranz@sover.net .

HEALTH GROUPS
Alzheimer’s Support Group - Free educational support group

series for families coping with a loved one with Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias. This series gives caregivers the opportunity to
better understand and develop strategies for the future. Held monthly
at The Arbors at Shelburne. For more information and to register,
contact Nicole Houston, Director of Family Services, The Arbors at
Shelburne, 985-8600.

Overeaters Anonymous meets 6:00 – 7:00 PM Wednesdays at
the Jericho United Methodist Church, VT Rt. 15, Jericho.

TOPS Chapter 145 Jeffersonville meets 6:15 PM on Thursdays
at the Eagles Club, Route 109, Jeffersonville. Weigh-in 5:30 – 6:00
PM.

Healing Circle Breast Cancer Network, support group for
women with breast cancer, meets first Tuesday of every month at
5:30 PM, Northwestern Medical Center, Conference Room #1.  RSVP
at 524-8479.

Franklin County Prostate Cancer Support Group, first Tues-
day of each month, 5:15 - 7:00 PM, Northwestern Medical Center
Conference Room #2, St. Albans. This support group offers men
opportunities to educate themselves and each other; share and learn
from each other’s experiences; offer support to each other, a spouse or
partner; and advocate early detection of prostate cancer. For informa-
tion, Fern Mercure, 524-0719.

Fit Kids Support Group, first Mondays, 4:15 – 5:00 PM. Pro-
gram for kids 8-13 and their parents. Learn about nutrition, physical
activity, ways to increase activity level safely, changing eating behav-
ior, self-esteem, and obstacles that interfere with weight management
success. Northwestern Medical Center, Cobblestone Building, Class-
room A. Speaker: Kay Tran, Reg. Dietitian, MS, CDE. Free; pre-
registration required: 524-1234 or cfhw@nmcinc.org .

Statewide Quit Line, Telephone Smoking Cessation Counseling.
Call 1-877-YES-QUIT (1-877-937-7848). Free.

ONGOING EVENTS

Minors’ 59th anniversary
Congratulations to Wallace and Margaret

Minor of Cambridge, VT, who were married on
June 3, 1950 in Fletcher, VT and recently cel-
ebrated their 59th anniversary. They have three
children: Martha Webb, Thomas Minor, and
Julie Hall; and seven grandchildren: Audra Fast,
Adam Minor, Sarah Webb, Ian Webb, Amanda
Hall, Casey Hall, and Douglas Hall; as well as
two great-grandchildren: Makayla and Makenna
Minor.

The Recreation Committee is looking for at
least three new members. We are meeting at
7:00 pm on Monday June 8 for our annual or-
ganizational meeting at the town Pond (if it’s
raining we’ll move it to the Town Hall). We’ll
bring the pizza and beverages! You bring your
ideas and initiatives. For a list of committees
contact Heidi Bartlett at 899-5196 or Tom Lee
at 899-4480 for more information.

Hope to see you at the meeting and in the
adult recreation leagues.

Underhill recreation
committee seeks members
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CHIMNEY SWEEP / REPAIRS

AUTO REPAIRS / SERVICE
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

COMPUTER SERVICE / DESIGN

DRILLED WELLS

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL NOTICE

FOR SALE
Large 3000+ SF home in the Foothills for sale by owner. This
hillside ranch has 5 bedrooms and 3 baths and is nicely sited on its
1 acre lot. It backs up to hundreds of acres of woods for your
privacy and enjoyment. Quick closing possible. $318.9K. Call 899-
4541. –

SERVICES
NEED A NEW ROOF? - Prompt, professional estimates. Asphalt,
all metal surfaces, rubber membrane. Insured. Jericho/Underhill/Cam-
bridge/Westford references. Call The Roofing Guy, Cambridge, 730-
2961. 6/18
Fence Builder: Residential & farm fences, quality work! Sheep
shearing, brush-hogging & hole drilling. GALLUP BROOK FENC-
ING, 644-8080. 7/16
Piano lessons, year-round, classical/contemporary styles. Ages 7½
through adult. Monday-Saturday, 9:00 AM – 6:30 PM. Mornings
available for homeschoolers and adults. Joanne Rawson, VMTA.
899-3945. 9/17

WANTED
I buy old books – also letters, documents, ledgers, diaries, etc.
Marie Tedford, (802) 899-4447, or email reverie@comcast.net
Want meaningful work but not full time?  Lamoille Home Health
& Hospice is seeking a part time, as needed, Licensed Nursing As-
sistant to see patients in Lamoille County. Perfect for someone who
has flexibility. Must have reliable transportation and weekend
availability. Call 888-4651 for more details or apply on line at
LHHA.org, 

TOWN OF JERICHO – DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a
public hearing on Thursday, June 25, 2009 at 7:00
PM in the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following:

• A request by John Lewis for Final Plan Review of
a 4-Lot subdivision. The property is located at 59
Pratt Road in the Rural Residential and River
Zoning Districts.

• A request by Steven Burke/The Village Cup for
conditional use and site plan approval for the
expansion of an existing restaurant.  The property
is located at 30 Vermont Route 15 in the Village
Center Zoning District.

• A request by Michael and Kathleen Charter for
Final Plan Review of a 2-Lot subdivision. The
property is located at 73 Ethan Allen Road in the
Rural Residential Zoning District.

All interested persons may appear and be heard.
Written materials may be viewed in the Zoning Office
during regular business hours. Seth Jensen, Town
Planner, Town of Jericho.

Another path to better parenting
Parents gathered at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church to hear

Jericho Elementary School guidance counselor Tim Lane discuss
how to raise self-reliant, confident children by teaching parents how
to interact with their children in such a way that would help build
these characteristics.

 Lane brought not only his professional experience and outlook
but also his personal trials and successes as a parent himself. Tim’s
humorous, straightforward outlook and teachings created a relaxed,
supportive atmosphere that let participants share their own struggles
and helped them gain insight into what to do and not to do as a
parent. Everyone came in search of answers to their individual ques-
tions and walked away united with some new hope to help them in
their separate journeys as parents.

By Richard Mindell
Special to the Mountain Gazette

A new era dawned on MMU athletics on Saturday, May 23 as
the school, together with the Vermont Army National Guard, broke
ground on the new athletic field complex at the corner of Browns
Trace Road and Packard Road, in Jericho. The project has taken
more than a decade to come to fruition, and is the final gem in the
school’s attempt to provide its student body with modern facilities
for its varsity and junior varsity athletic programs.

Despite heavy rain and gusty winds, more than two dozen school
officials, local dignitaries, including VT District 8 Representatives
George Till and William Frank and State Senator Diane Snelling,
members of the MMU varsity baseball and field hockey teams,
their coaches, parents and even some neighbors attended the
groundbreaking. But perhaps the most important attendees were
none of the above, but the members of the Vermont National Guard’s
131st Engineering Company who will provide the equipment and
manpower needed to build the new athletic fields. Everyone present
cheered as the Guard’s giant scraper took the first cut of soil from
the upper end of the hillside and deposited it in the lower section
near the access road, but perhaps the loudest cheers came from the
baseball players and the field hockey players, the students who
have experienced first hand the problems associated with the school’s
heretofore inadequate athletic facilities, and the kids who will ben-
efit most from the new playing fields.

“It’s a great day,” George Till said. “We’ve been waiting a long
time for this.”

“It’s been a long time coming,” MMU Principal Jennifer
Botzojorns added. Botzojorns also pointed out that the new fields
will benefit all students by freeing up space at the existing facilities
for other sports and for after school intramurals. “The new fields
will provide space for all of our teams, not just the teams that will
play here,” she said.

The project will include a new varsity baseball and softball field,
a new soccer field and a new field hockey field, a 20,000 square foot
parking area and a 450-foot access road into the facilities. The entire
project will be constructed on land donated to the school district by
Jericho developers Warren and Courtney Palmer, and will take two
full construction seasons to complete.

Members of the school board initially approached the National
Guard eleven years ago when the idea of building new athletic fields
seemed a realistic goal. The Guard jumped at the offer seeing it as an
opportunity to benefit the school, the community, and the Guard
itself. In 2007 the Guard agreed to tackle the project under its Inno-
vative Readiness Training Program, which encourages the Army
National Guard and other military organizations to perform com-
munity construction projects, like MMU’s new athletic fields, that
offer training opportunities for their own members.

It is estimated the work performed by the Guard, including mov-
ing more than 25,000 cubic yards of material to level out an area
large enough for the athletic fields, will save the school district in
excess of $200,000 in construction costs. The project will include a
pedestrian traffic signal and crosswalk at the corner of Browns
Trace Road and Packard Road. While the permit allowed for tradi-
tional bathrooms and a leach field, the current plan is to use portable
toilets. The district has reserved the right to build more permanent
facilities in the future.

More than two dozen school officials, local dignitaries, including VT District 8 Representatives George Till and William Frank and
State Senator Diane Snelling, members of the MMU varsity baseball and field hockey teams, their coaches, parents and even some
neighbors attended the groundbreaking.                                                                                                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

MMU finally breaks ground on its new athletic field complex
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New Home Construction
Remodeling • Decks

R. L. Meilleur Builders, Inc.
Rod Meilleur

899-3863
Underhill

Custom Homes, Remodeling and Timber

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

GLASS REPAIR

FORESTRY

www.woodscapeforestry.com

How’s Your
Honey-Do List?
I am a semi-retired Master Carpenter,

not a handyman, and I will gladly do
your small carpentry, woodworking,

millwork or repair jobs.

Many wonderful local references!

General Carpentry        ADA Accessibility Alterations
Senior Discounts

Village Carpentry and Woodworking
Jericho, Vermont  • 899-4209

H.R. Thurgate Builders & Son LLC
23 Kristie Lane, Jericho, VT 05465

899-4613
www.thurgate.com

• Custom Homes
• Remodeling
• Design
• Handyman

Decks & Porches
Basements & Home Remodeling

email:tcarter1@comcast.net • www.cartercarpentry.com

FIREWOOD & LOGGING

ELECTRICAL

EXCAVATING

899-4735
P.O. Box 86
Jericho, VT

• Excavator
• Two Harley Power Rakes
• Trenching & Backfilling
• Custon Dirt Work
• Tree & Sump Removal
• Drainage Improvments
• Gravel Driveways Installed,
   Regraded, & Rebuilt
• Rototilling
• Field Cutting

FULLY INSURED
Established 1992

• Underground Fuel Oil Tank
  Removal With Cleaning,
  Disposal - State Approved
  Site Assessment & Required
  Documentation
• New Lawns Installed
• Old Lawns Rebuilt
• Top  Soil / Gravel
• Compost  / Manure
• Bark Mulch
• Trucking

SaxSaxSaxSaxSaxon Oakon Oakon Oakon Oakon Oaksssss
ConsConsConsConsConstrtrtrtrtructionuctionuctionuctionuction

• Custom Cabinetry
   design/build/ installed
• Custom Trim
   milled/installed
• Custom Built Inn’s

Quality work
Fast Turn Around
Reasonable Rates

122 Skunk Hollow Road
Jericho, Vermont 05465

802-899-2374

• Custom Homes
• Remodeling/ Complete
• Design
• Excavation
  - Road Construction
  - Road & Driveway Repair
• Plumbing & Heating
• Sheetrock new & repair

Likeness Only

•Residential / Commercial
•Custom Finish Work
•New Construction
•All Phases of Construction
•Remodeling & Additions
•Roofing / Siding
•Custom Building & Design
•Top Quality Building Materials

Superior Quality Building

Free Estimates
802-899-4442
Cell 363-7467

Licensed & Fully Insured
Serving the Champlain Valley

Randy Bishop
Construction LLC

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING / MAINTENANCE
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PAINTING

...a transformative experience

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Professional painting featuring
Benjamin Moore and Cabot Paints

(802) 899-5004
online portfolio @ www.topcoatfinishes.com

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

RUBBISH REMOVAL

WELDING

MOVING

Moving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of VermontMoving things in, around and out of Vermont

LANDSCAPING / MAINTENANCE

SOUND LAB

SHARPENING SERVICE

No time for odd jobs, we are the solution
Denny & Nancy Burnell 899-3574

495 Browns Trace • Jericho

Painting, Cleaning, Windows, Gardens, Etc.
WE  HELP  WHERE  YOU  NEED  IT!

Burnells

Schedule Your Spring Tune Up Now!

ROOFING

PAINTING

DAVE’S

SHARPENING SERVICE
Knife & Shear Sharpening

Dave Tillotson
16 Pratt Road • Jericho, VT 05465

899-3897

• Kitchen to Hunting Knives
• Regular Shears
  to Garden Shears
• Circular Saw Blades 4-1/2” to 15”
• Chain Saw Chains
• Lawn Mower Blades
• Garden Tools
• Drill Bits

Quality Consistent Lumber
Hemlock - Pine

Rough Cut • Dimensional Lumber • Boarding • Timber
Custom Sawing • Custom Planing

Now Offering: Shiplap
V-Match Tongue & Groove

Center Match Tongue & Groove
S45 Boards & Timers

Please Call For Other Specialty Sawing Requirements

Fully Insured

TOPNOTCH PAINTING
Interior Painting

Rick Wiesel
Email: topnotchvt@aol.com

Phone
802-899-5882

Free Estimates

SAWMILL
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Russell and Karen Bushey owners/operators

K&R AUTOMOTIVE

Located on Route 15 between Underhill & Cambridge

802-899-1043

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM •  Monday - Friday
Saturday by Appointment

• Hunter 4W
Alignment Machine
• State Inspections

• Transmission Power Flush
We do it all - mini to major jobs!

Visa/Mastercard • Discover

Shocks
Mufflers
Brakes
Front End Parts
Used Vehicles

Reservations 644-5736
Route 108Route 108Route 108Route 108Route 108

Smugglers ’ NotchSmugglers ’ NotchSmugglers ’ NotchSmugglers ’ NotchSmugglers ’ Notch
Je f f e r s o n v i l l eJ e f f e r s o n v i l l eJ e f f e r s o n v i l l eJ e f f e r s o n v i l l eJ e f f e r s o n v i l l e

www.threemountainlodge.com
Bar opens
at  2:00 PM

A New Price
& A New Look

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch Buffet

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Adults    $10.95
Children  $5.50

Open Tuesday - Sunday • Dining Room Opens 4:00 PM

Live
Piano
Music
Every
Friday

Daily Specials
• Prime Rib • Steaks
• Burgers • Seafood

• Vegetarian

Serving the areas finest food since 1983.

Wine
On

Wednesday
Enjoy All Wine

1/2 Price
on

Wednesday

Porch & Deck Dining

Father’s
Day

is June 21.

cap was a bit tight, and the white cover a bit less than sparkling
white, but it’d all do: he decided he’d like to be in the parade, too, if
he’d be welcome. As if not! Dad dug out his service decorations and
lieutenant’s bars, and we were ready to go.

My dad was a Naval aviator – a navigator – and saw active service
during WWII, went back to active duty during the Korean War, then
completed 20 years in the Reserves. He is apologetic and regretful
that all his active service was stateside, and regards the men of his
generation who served abroad as the real heroes. So the reactions he
received during the parade and the service afterward were both unex-
pected and gratifying.

It is characteristic of the close-knit nature of our small towns that
my dad was noticed, acknowledged, welcomed, and accepted through-
out the event. To Randy and Kitty Clark, thank you for your con-
sideration, greatly appreciated especially in the hubbub of assem-
bling the parade. To Kerry Bernstein, the Army vet who drives his
restored Vietnam-era 6x6 truck in the parade every year, thank you
not only for accommodating the unexpected old Navy man but for
your genuine pleasure in doing so. To all our neighbors and friends
along the parade route, thank you for your cheers, waves, and ap-
plause. My dad had a ball, waving and enjoying the crowd.

To all the people I knew and greeted along the parade route,
walking along next to the truck, thank you for noticing my dad. So
many of you said, “I saw that man and didn’t recognize him – so
he’s your father – how wonderful that
he’s here!” You have no idea how good
that makes me feel about our people,
here in our small towns. You know who
all the regular veterans are. When there’s
a new face, you notice, and make him
welcome.

To the woman who brought a lawn
chair to my dad at the cemetery on Park
Street, I don’t know your name but
thank you for your thoughtfulness. To
the many people who approached my
dad, introduced themselves and thanked
him for his service, thank you from the
bottom of my heart. You made his day,
and mine.

has arranged to take care of the myriad details that need to be at-
tended to in any fund-raising event. He went to the Selectboard and
won their permission to close the roads where the three-mile bike
loop will be held. He received permission from Principal Mike Barry
to use the school fields for the ceremony and activities. “Mr. Barry
gave his enthusiastic support which was nice of him,” said Sue
Grab.

Alec also arranged for Essex Rescue to have an ambulance and
emergency medical technicians on hand in case of emergency.

And, he worked with Special Olympics Vermont, headquartered
in Williston. Kim Bookless, fund-raising event manager for the orga-
nization, said Alec’s mother had called her, asking how Alec could
get more involved with helping Special Olympics. Bookless invited
Alec and his Mom to her office where they talked about Alec’s
ideas. “I was pretty impressed over how motivated and how sup-
portive Alec was about Special Olympics,” Bookless said, “and
how he came up with this idea pretty much on his own.” She ex-
plained how to run a fund-raiser and supplied him with the neces-
sary forms. She said Alec later sent her all his written plans which
she approved

What motivated this 11-year-old boy to work so hard for a cause?
“I like sports,” Alec said, “and I wanted other people to be able to
enjoy them.” As simple as that.

Bookless set Alec up on a website that Special Olympics Ver-
mont and other non-profits use for fundraisers. Alec’s site there is
www.firstgiving.com/alecgrab. People wishing to donate to Alec’s
campaign may do so on that website. Or, they may pick up a packet
at the Underhill Country Store or call Alec at his home, 802-899-
2397 for a registration form or for further information. All partici-
pants must be registered, he said.

The forms may be mailed to him at 449 Irish Settlement Road,
Underhill, VT 05489 or may be dropped off at the Underhill Coun-
try Store. Interested participants also may contact Alec through his
Mom’s email address, susangrab@aol.com.

Memoriable continued from page 1

Special Olympics continued from page 1

with blood filling his/her lungs. At six-tenths, the driver’s feet come
out of his/her shoes, the front of the car buckles and the driver’s
head hits the windshield. At seven-tenths of a second, the hinges of
the car break loose, the doors open and the seats break free. After
that, said Collins, nothing much matters. It’s all over in less than a
second.

With that, the mock crash demonstration began.  Craig Butkus,
Director of Operations for Essex Rescue, called in the accident.
Within seconds an Underhill Jericho Fire Department rescue truck
arrived, followed by two first responders. They performed triage,
since there were more victims than EMTs.  Soon another fire truck
arrived, followed by an Essex Rescue ambulance.  The triage unit
had already determined that the two students thrown from the car
were dead.  Sheets were placed over their bodies and the crew
turned to those in the car, using the “jaws of life” to extract them.
To add drama, teacher Laurel Butler played a hysterical mother,
arriving on the scene. She was led away by rescue personnel and
comforted as her putative daughter lay under a sheet. A state trooper
arrived and performed a sobriety test on the driver of the second
car. She failed and was handcuffed and placed in the back of his
cruiser.  From the time of the call to the removal of the injured girls
by ambulance, 25 minutes had elapsed. Collins explained that there
is generally a window of an hour or less to get a patient to safety. It
takes 25-35 minutes to get to Fletcher Allen where, he said, emer-
gency room personnel would already have been notified and would
be on the ready.

Randy E. Clark, Chief of the Underhill Jericho Fire Department,
said his crew was more than happy to donate their time for the
event. “It’s important,” he said, “to hopefully bring to light for our
students the dangers of drunk driving and speed and maybe how
that split second decision can change your life forever.” State Trooper
Jay Riggen wished that more schools would hold similar events. He
works primarily in Franklin County where he said he gets the op-

portunity to talk at (his emphasis) students, but not to partake in
interactive events like this. Riggen hoped that the MMU students
weren’t just watching, but were also absorbing the lesson.

Collins asked the students to make contracts with friends, neigh-
bors or relatives that if they ever feel they are in an unsafe situation,
they will ask to be picked up and not get into a vehicle. He stressed
the importance of wearing a seatbelt “or becoming a projectile,”
noting that a person hurtling out of a car going 55 mph will be
travelling even faster than 55. He said that 25,000 people are killed
each year by teenage drivers.  Afterwards, a number of students
approached him quietly to ask questions.

Colleen Nestor of Essex Rescue thanked the actresses for their
part in the crash, noting that their participation had impacted every-
one who watched. One actress, Lauren Barone, had lain “dead” in
the road covered by a sheet during the exercise. Afterwards, she was
clearly affected, saying candidly that the experience had been really
frightening. Senior Armand Lavallee took photos during the event.
“It certainly does have an impact,” he said. “It’s possible that it
could prevent an accident.”

Two days later, MMU students continued their quest to educate
their classmates about the dangers of unsafe driving. Courtney
Newman informed a full school assembly that someone dies in an
automobile accident every 12½ minutes. To dramatize that fact,
during the morning 20 students—one every 12½ minutes—painted
their faces white and fell silent to portray a driving fatality. Newman
explained that by the end of the assembly, two more would die and
before the school day would end, the count would rise to 31. “A car
is a 2,000-pound weapon,” she said. “If you aren’t responsible, you
can kill yourself or someone else. All it takes is one bad choice. Be
safe, have fun, but think about the choices you are making.” With
that she asked the first 20 ghosts to stand, then the next two, and

finally all 31 ghost fatalities.
Senior Matt Bristol was next, reading a letter to his classmates. “I

won’t be attending the prom or graduation,” he said, providing a list
of all the things his classmates take for granted that he, as a ghost,
would not be able to do. “Don’t say it can’t happen to you,” he
said. “It can. You have a choice; make the right one.”

A moving speech was made by teacher Eric Krull.  Krull had been
the first person on the scene three years ago for an accident which
claimed the life of an MMU student. Krull recalled extracting the
driver from the car and then holding the hand of the passenger as she
screamed in pain. The passenger, Amanda Emberly, did not survive.
Krull intoned the names of three other recent MMU driving-related
fatalities:  Jason Lowell, Sam Cohn, and Brandon Kilburn. “When
you get behind the wheel,” said Krull, “just take a second to accept
the responsibility that goes along with that.”

Senior Amy Malinowski closed out the assembly by reminding
students that car accidents are the leading cause of death for people
between the ages of three and 33. She told them that if they took a
yearbook with ten photos per page, it would take 35 pages to record
all the teenage auto fatalities in a year. And with that, a somber cadre
of high school students left the gym, hopefully giving the words
they had heard considerable thought.

Mock crash continued from page 1


