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Cambridge
approves
budgets, elects
new faces

By Katherine Quimby Johnson
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Cambridge’s Town Meeting was well attended
this year, with 258 voters checking in. Turn-out
was equally good for ballot items. The Cambridge
Elementary School budget was approved by a vote
of 676-380. Six votes were blank. When all the
votes from all six towns in the supervisory union
were counted, the Lamoille Supervisory Union
budget passed 1781-798, with 56 blank and three
spoiled ballots; and the Green Mountain Technol-
ogy and Career Center budget passed, 1861-886
(73 blank and four spoiled ballots).The sole ballot
item on the municipal side, a bond to finance the
construction of a new Town Garage, passed by a
vote of 643-437, with five spoiled ballots and five
left blank.

The presence of the polling place in the same
space as Town Meeting meant that no discussion
of the elementary school budget could occur on
the floor of the meeting. However, discussion of
the establishment of a capital fund for the elemen-
tary school was lengthy and heated. In the end,
the vote by paper ballot was 134 no, 103 yes. The
only other school funding article, to add $75,000
to the already-established Transportation Reserve
Fund used for bus purchases or leasing, passed by
a voice vote.

On the municipal side of the agenda, voters ap-
proved using a $55,000 surplus to reconstruct a
culvert on the Canyon Road, pave the parking lot
between the Town Offices and the Smugglers’
Notch Inn, and further pave the Lower Valley Road.
It also approved the transfer of funds that had
been previously been set aside for renovations at
the former Town Office to the “Post Office Ac-
count” to offset funds in that account that had
been spent on architectural fees and other costs
related to the relocation of the Town Offices to
the Old Town Hall building. The town budget of
$1,686,811, representing an increase of $55,000
over the 2007 budget, was approved. It includes
the purchase of a tandem truck.

Heather Sheppard joined the ranks of Cam-
bridge elected officials, accepting the school board
position vacated by Tim Russell, who had served
since 2005. School chair Jan Sander, who had been
re-elected earlier, thanked Russell for his two years
of service, saying, “He will definitely be missed.
He has been a helpful, resourceful member of the
board.” David Vaughan challenged incumbent
Selectboard member Paul Boyer and was elected
by a vote of 123 to 116. Selectboard chair Bernie
Juskiewicz thanked Boyer for his contributions
to the Board and said that Boyer, too, would be
missed.

When it came to the election of auditors, Donna
Hutchins was re-elected without opposition.
Juskiewicz then took the mic to say that the
Selectboard would be looking for someone willing
to fill the position previously held by the late
Shirley Westman. After that announcement, he said,
“Our community lost a dedicated elected official
who had served for over 30 years. Her contribu-
tions and support will be missed by all of us.” The
voters recognized Westman’s dedication with a
standing ovation.

2008 Jericho
Town Meeting
focuses on
Rescue, roads

By Sara Riley
Mountain Gazette staff

LNSU voters approve
capital reserve fund

By Katherine Quimby Johnson
Special to the Mountain Gazette

While most of the dozen or so members of the
public who attended the Lamoille Union School
District annual meeting were from Cambridge and
Jeffersonville, several people from Waterville were
also present. Lamoille Union serves the towns of
Cambridge, Waterville, Belvidere, Johnson, Eden,
and Hyde Park. Much of the meeting, which lasted
an hour and ten minutes, was dedicated to a dis-
cussion about an article on the establishment of a
capital reserve fund and to the proposed budget.

Lamoille North Supervisory Union Business
Manager Marilyn Frederick explained that the
funds for establishing a budget derive from a num-
ber of sources. The previous year’s budget included
more funds to reduce a long-standing deficit than

Jericho schools continued on page 16

2008 Jericho continued on page 17

Bolton voters
approve budgets

By Brenda Boutin
Mountain Gazette staff

Bolton’s town meeting is an experience that
provided the approximately 80 attendees with a
delicious potluck dinner and true local politics.
Moderator Joss Besse presided over the 34-minute
school district meeting. The voters of Bolton
passed the $1,279,134 budget with a voice vote, a
chorus of yeas and not one nay, and very few
questions.

There were questions about the budget figure
changes. Joanne Machia of the Chittenden East
Supervisory Union office explained the budget
decrease was due to an accounting change in the
overall district budget, which showed a 4.46%
decrease in the school budget for Bolton.

Resident Ken Wiggins asked, “If the accounting
change moves dollars from Smilie to Mount
Mansfield Union High School, then why was there
such an increase in the amount needed in the MMU
budget?”

Richard Reid, Bolton representative to the
MMU board, stated that the nearly 5% decrease
in the Bolton budget was added to the MMU
budget.

Joanne Machia went on to explain the cost in-
Bolton town continued on page17

Westford approves
budgets, proposals

By Brenda Boutin
Mountain Gazette staff

Voters in Westford passed the $5,116,203 school
budget with a paper ballot, 122-47. The decision
was made by 169 voting residents, 12% of the

town’s 1371 registered voters. The town budget,
$1,361,412, million passed on a voice vote.
The proposed town budget showed an estimated

increase of 2.32%. There is an increase of just over
2.88% in the proposed school budget.

Town Moderator Ed Chase maneuvered
Westford residents through the budget review pro-
cess. Selectboard chair David Tilton presented a
slideshow that allowed the participants to see and
understand the items he was explaining.

One of the most discussed issues was the divi-
sion of rescue care provided by Essex Rescue of
Essex Junction and Fairfax Rescue of Fairfax. Craig
Butkus, executive director of Essex Rescue, ex-
plained in detail the division of coverage and the
joint effort. One Westford resident suggested that
there be a data base accessible by all agencies that
would provide essential information about a
person’s health care needs and hospital prefer-
ence. Butkus explained the patient confidentiality

Westford continued on page 17

The support of area rescue organizations took center stage at local town meetings. Bolton voted to
increase their funding to Richmond Rescue while Jericho did not. Fairfax and Essex Rescue Squad
representatives discussed their join coverage plan for Westford.

LNSU voters continued on page 20 Underhill continued on page 16

Underhill
backs schools,
r e - e l e c t s
Walkerman to
Selectboard

By Ted Tedford
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Voters at the Underhill Town Meeting March 4
turned down two attempts to add money to the
town budget to slow speeders in town, but added
$1100 to the town budget to continue mowing at
the Underhill Central School Little League field.

The town budget was bumped up from a pro-
posed $1,551,620 to $1,552,720, compared to the
present $1,524,686 budget approved a year ago.

Underhill voters also approved the Underhill
Central and U.I.D. School budgets, and the Mount
Mansfield Union High School budget.

They also re-elected Steve Walkerman to a sec-
ond three-year term on the Selectboard. Chairman
of that Board for a year, Walkerman garnered 522
votes, defeating former Board Chairman Marc
Maheux, 371 votes, and former Constable Mike
Timbers, 328.

Underhill Central School’s budget of
$1,824,161, a $142,554 decrease, was approved,
699-259. The decrease in the UCS budget was
added to the Mount Mansfield Union High School
budget because of a change in state law switching
some items from the budgets of the six elementary
schools in the five-town Chittenden East Supervi-
sory Union. That switch added $2.8 million to the
MMU budget that funds MMUHS and the two
middle schools, Browns River and Camel’s Hump.

The $25,413,872-million Mount Mansfield
Union High School budget was approved, 3894-
2076. Votes in Bolton, Huntington, Jericho, Rich-
mond, and Underhill were commingled and counted
at Jericho Elementary School late Tuesday night.

The Underhill I.D. School budget was approved,
410-203.

Underhill voters also overwhelmingly approved
spending up to $194,000 to repair the Central
School’s heating and ventilation systems. The vote
was 752-191.

School Board Chairman John LaRue said about
two-thirds of the building’s insulation will be re-
placed because icicles are forming in some por-
tions of the building. He also said poor air circula-
tion in other parts of the building is preventing
adequate heat to some of the classrooms. Princi-
pal Michael Berry illustrated the extent of the
damage in a computer projection shown to voters
at the annual school meeting Monday night, March
3.

The Underhill Selectboard will move ahead to
repair the Town Hall roof and erect a new fence at
the Town Pond, now that voters approved a
$52,000 town budget request to pay for the work.

Peter Geiss of Underhill was re-elected to the
Central School Board, garnering 781 votes. Peter
Duval, who launched a late write-in challenge, re-
ceived 178 votes.

Sherri Morin was re-elected Town Clerk, unop-
posed, by 1201 votes.

Voters in Underhill spent about 20 minutes de-
ciding whether they should add $1100 to the town
budget for mowing the Little League field at the
Central School.

Little League representative Shelby King said
he was told the Recreation Committee decided to
eliminate funds for mowing in the 2008-09 bud-
get. King said the league wanted the funds restored
so the field would continue to be mowed for its
games that run from May 1-June 15. He added
that other teams, such as the town’s softball team,
also use the field.

The funds were cut, Recreation Committee Vice-

Moderator Dave Barrington kicked off his tenth
Jericho Town Meeting promptly at 9:00 AM, with
an estimated 100-130 residents in the Jericho El-
ementary School gym. Local Girl Scouts led the
Pledge of Allegience, and Selectboard chair Bob
Penniman recognized John Shellenberger, who re-
signed from the Selectboard in December, for his
17 years of service. A steady stream of voters
made their way to the polls, located at one side of
the gym, while discussion went on all morning in
the Town Meeting.

Jericho voters sent Catherine McMains to the
Selectboard, and voted 1208-1135 to send Linda
Willmott to the MMU Board for a three year
term, over Diane Kirsen-Glitman.

On Article I – the budget – several topics engen-
dered discussion before the $2,979,410 final bud-
get was ultimately passed by voice vote. The
morning’s business began with Penniman and the
other Selectboard members, Tim Nulty and
Catherine McMains (who was appointed to fin-
ish Shullenberger’s term before running for elec-
tion to that spot) each reporting on parts of the
budget in detail.

“What a great or horrendous winter we’ve had.
It has taxed our budgets and our highway depart-
ment, and the freeze/thaw cycles manifest them-
selves in frost heaves. The ability of our road crews
has really been taxed,” said Penniman in discuss-
ing the section of the budget that deals with high-
ways, bridges, and road infrastructure. Penniman
stated that over 90% of the budget for road sup-
plies has already been spent, and that’s before

Quiet JES meeting
By Sara Riley

Mountain Gazette staff
Jericho’s School Meeting drew around 35-40

people after lunch at the Jericho Elementary School
on Town Meeting Day. The meeting featured ap-
preciation for the three departing School Board
members – Diane DeRuyck, Beth Hopwood, and
Chair Karen Glitman – and featured a discussion
of last fall’s bomb scares at the school.

JES Board clerk Sarah Ward echoed Hopwood’s
parting comments lauding principal Victoria Graf
and her work at the school. Eric Small, completing
his first year on the Board, spoke of his apprecia

New: look for the Mountain Gazette online
at www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com
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January 7, 2008, Jammie Shatney, 34, Cambridge, VT, charged
with stalking in Essex, VT on October 1, 2007; amended to disturb-
ing peace by telephone pleaded guilty; sentence deferred for two
years; charged with disturbing peace by telephone in Burlington,
VT on October 1, 2007; pleaded guilty; sentence deferred for two
years.

January 15, 2008, David Steckel, 32, Underhill, VT, charged
with DUI, first offense, in Williston, VT on November 30, 207;
pleaded no contest; sentenced to 10 to 30 days, suspended, proba-
tion.

January 22, 2008, James McKee, 21, Cambridge, VT, charged
with second-degree aggravated domestic assault, felony, in Winooski,
VT on July 24, 2007; amended to disorderly conduct – fight, etc.,
misdemeanor; pleaded guilty; sentenced to one to two months, con-
current, suspended, probation; charged with violation of abuse pre-
vention order in Winooski, VT on September 24, 2007; pleaded

guilty; sentenced to four to 12 months, consecutive, concurrent,
suspended but five days, probation; charged with violation of con-
ditions of release in Winooski, VT on September 24, 2007; pleaded
guilty; sentenced to two to six months, consecutive, concurrent,
suspended, probation.

Wednesday, February 20, 2008 at approximately 10:20 PM, Ver-

mont State Police, Westford Fire, Essex Fire and Rescue, Essex
Police, Fairfax Rescue, and Colchester Technical rescue all respond
to a single-vehicle crash at the intersection of Osgood Hill and Machia
Hill Roads in Westford, VT. 911 caller Laura Charbonneau advised
that a 1999 Ford F150 pickup truck had crashed into the river and
people were entrapped in the vehicle. Passenger Kyle Germaine,
17, of Essex, VT was able to free himself and climb out the vehicle
that was half submerged in the frozen water. The operator, Trevor
Matton, 22, of Westford, VT was not responsive and was pulled
out of the truck by two good Samaritans, Josh Charbonneau and
Sean Lawrence. Investigation is in preliminary stages but it appears
that Matton was traveling too fast for road conditions (dry, but ice
and gravel, in clear weather) on Machia Hill Road and failed to stop
at a properly posted stop sign and traveled across Osgood Hill
Road into a guard rail and flipped over once, landing in the river.
Matton was transported to Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burlington,
VT, with blunt trauma and head injury; Germain sustained a minor
head injury. Neither was wearing a seat belt. The vehicle was a total
loss. Matton was issued a criminal citation for DUI#2 – Refusal and
Driving While License suspended; with a court date of March 11,
2008. Anyone with information should contact Sr. Trooper Garry
Scott, 878-7111. (Case #08A101050)

Thursday, February 21, 2008 at 11:58 PM, Trooper Shaffer of
VSP/Williston reports that James Purvis, 22, of Jeffersonville, VT,
was arrested for DUI after being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion on VT Rt. 15 in Jeffersonville. Purvis was released and cited to
appear in Lamoille County Court on March 11, 2008. (Case
#08A101066)

Saturday, March 1, 2008 at 9:05 AM, Trooper Michael
Kamerling, VSP/Williston, observed Lester Burritt, 25, of Essex
Jct., VT, inside his vehicle parked in front of a residence on Bryce
Road in Cambridge, VT. Burritt had court ordered conditions of
release prohibiting him from being within 500 feet of the residence.
Burritt was cited to appear in Lamoille District Court on March 11,
2008 for the offense. (Case #08A101204)

Saturday, March 1, 2008 at 10:15 AM, Trooper Michael
Kamerling, VSP/Williston, responded to VT Rt. 108 south near
Smugglers’ Notch Ski Resort for a report of a single-vehicle roll over
crash. Both the operator, Jennifer Lyon, 18, of Burlington, VT and
her passenger were wearing seat belts and had no injuries. Lyon’s
1996 Ford Explorer had rolled onto its side but sustained only
minor damage due to landing on the snow on the side of the road.
The cause of the crash was that the operator was traveling too fast
for icy road conditions. (Case #08A101207)

March 1, 2008 at 8:28 AM, Daniel M. Shedrick, 23, of St. Albans,
VT telephoned VSP/Lamoille dispatch to report having been threat-
ened with a knife while attempting to repossess property in the
Town of Cambridge. Investigation revealed an altercation occurred
when Shedrick arrived at the residence of Troy D. Atwood, 21, on
Davis Farm Dr., Cambridge and during the confrontation a metal
object was brandished by Atwood. Atwood was issued a flash cita-
tion to appear in Lamoille District Court on March 11, 2008. (Case
#08A101202)

Underhill-Jericho Fire Department news
By Kitty Clark

EMERGENCY CALLS
Friday, February 15, 7:34 AM – Responded to a one-vehicle

accident, 593 VT Rt. 15 in Underhill.
Friday, February 15, 8:28 AM – Responded to an accident near

600 VT Rt. 15, Underhill.
Friday, February 15, 2:34 PM – Responded to a one-vehicle

accident, VT Rt. 15 near Otter Creek in Underhill.
Friday, February 15, 3:31 PM – Responded to a one-vehicle

accident near 467 VT Rt. 15 in Underhill.
Saturday, February 16, 1:35 PM – Responded to 16 Buttercup

Lane, Jericho, for a chimney fire.
Saturday, February 16, 3:05 PM – Responded to Maple Leaf

Farm to assist Rescue.
Friday, February 22, 4:45 PM – Responded to the area of 1008

VT Rt. 15 for an accident.
Friday, February 22 – Medical assist call for 9K5, Range Rd., in

Underhill.
Monday, February 25 – Medical assist call for 9K5, Irish Settle-

ment Rd., Underhill.
Tuesday, February 26, 12:59 PM – Responded to an accident on

Skunk Hollow Rd. near Tyler Place in Jericho.
On Saturday, February 23, UJFD held its annual awards banquet

at the Hampton Inn in Colchester. Following dinner, a video of the
events of 2007, put together by Randy H. Clark, was shown.

Years of Service awards were given to the following: Bryan Bour-
geois, Jacki LaVanway, Phil Surks, Lorrie Sulva – five years; Mike
Charter, Shawn Danaher, Nate Goldman, Mike Greenough, Johannes

POLICE REPORT

FIRE DEPARTMENTS

The New Face of Ver-
mont Farms – Caleb
K e n n a
(www.calebkenna.com)
of Brandon has been
photographing Mexi-
can migrant dairy farm-
ers working in Addison
County since 2006, tell-
ing the story of the hope
and the struggle of the
c.2000 undocumented
laborers in Vermont, in
response to our dairy
farms’ increased depen-
dence on migrant work-
ers for reliable, afford-
able labor. Five of
Kenna’s photos from his
project The Golden
Cage are on exhibit at
the Helen Day Art Cen-
ter, Stowe, through Sat-
urday, March 22. Helen

Day Art Center, Stowe, exhibits@helenday.com, 253-8358. Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday, 12:00 – 5:00 PM.

PHOTO BY CALEB KENNA

UJFD continued on page 3
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CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
“Little white church with the red door”

VT Rt. 15 Jericho
Sunday Worship Service 9:30 AM

Reverend J. Harrison L. Heidel, Rector
Karen Floyd, Parish Administrator, 899-2326

www.calvarychurchvt.org

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
“Come as You Are”

VT Rt. 15 between Jericho and Essex Center
Pastor Peter Norland, 879-4313

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM
Special Worship Sunday School: K-6, 10:15 AM

Youth Group, Small Groups for Adults, Family Events,
Opportunities for Service; Handicapped Accessible

pastor@jerichocovenantchurch.org – www.jerichocovenantchurch.org

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
273 VT Rt. 15 - between Jericho and Underhill
Rev. Dagmar Rosenberg, Pastor - 899-3932

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM - Nursery provided
Sunday School for all ages - 10:30 AM

gslcvt@verizon.net  www.GoodShepherdJericho.org

JERICHO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
On the Green in Jericho Center, VT

Pastor Peter Anderson and Youth Pastor Glenn Carter
SundayServices at 8:00 and 11:00 AM – Nursery care provided

Sunday School for everyone at 9:30 AM
Fellowship at 10:30 AM - Youth Group at 7:00 PM
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

JERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

VT Rt. 15, Jericho (next to Town Hall)
Rev. Charlie Yang, Pastor, 899-4288, cyang@troyconference.org.

Sunday Worship Service,10:30 AM;
Children’s Sunday School, age 0 to grade 4, 9:30 AM

Adult Sunday School, 9:30 AM; Youth Group, Saturday 6:00 PM
United Methodist Men’s breakfast, 3rd Sunday 7:30 AM

www.troyconference.org/jumc or JerichoUMC@troyconference.org

MOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELDMOUNT MANSFIELD
UNITUNITUNITUNITUNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOOOOOWSHIPWSHIPWSHIPWSHIPWSHIP

A Liberal Spiritual Community
P.O. Box 150, Jericho, VT 05465

Phone 899-5335 Website www.mmuuf.org
We gather at 9:30 AM at the Jericho Elementary School
on the second and fourth Sundays of September-June

for worship, reflection, growth, and support.
All are welcome.

UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL
“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God”

At the Green on Route 15 ~ 899-1722
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com

Sunday Worship and Sunday School: 10:30 AM
Micah’s Men’s Breakfast 7:30 AM third Saturday

Nursery provided;
Mission and service programs offered

United Christian Assembly Full Gospel ChurchUnited Christian Assembly Full Gospel ChurchUnited Christian Assembly Full Gospel ChurchUnited Christian Assembly Full Gospel ChurchUnited Christian Assembly Full Gospel Church
100 Raceway Rd., Jericho, VT 05465

Pastor Mike Murray – 899-2949, Monday-Friday
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Nursery and Sunday School available

Youth Fellowship Sunday nights, 6:00 – 8:00 PM
Area Home Fellowships, Thursdays, 7:00 PM

uca.secretary1@verizon.net
www.unitedchristianassembly.org

AREA WORSHIP SERVICES

Community Columns

Jobst – 10 years; Brian Clark – 25 years – Life Member; David
Tillotson – 35 years; Randy H. Clark – 50 years.

Perfect attendance at meetings and drills: Matt Champlin, Kitty
Clark, Randy E. Clark, Randy H. Clark, Todd Fischer, Nate Goldman,
Mike Greenough, Dan Koschinsky, Shawn Martell, Mike Neill,
Frank Popeleski, Parker Ripley, and Dave Sullivan.

Fire Officer of the Year was presented to Captain Todd Fischer.
Fire Police of the Year was presented to Frank Popeleski.
Firefighter of the Year was presented to Matt Champlin.
Remember: practice fire safety every day!

A look around town
By Brenda Boutin and Sara Riley

Mountain Gazette staff

This painting, White Flowers in Winter, by Vermont still-life artist Susan Abbott is on exhibit at the Bryan Memorial Gallery in
Jeffersonville.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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Great news! The Mountain Gazette is now available online at
www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com/ as a PDF. Click the link that
says Read the Current Edition Online to open the file in a browser,
or right-click on the link and select Save Link As to save (we recom-
mend to your computer’s desktop, where it can be easily found).
The website is bare-bones right now, but will be enhanced soon.
Enjoy!

Have you heard about the Forever Stamp that the United States
Postal Service is offering? The stamp sports am image of the Lib-
erty Bell and actually has the word FOREVER printed on the right
side. Do not be fooled by stamps that come without a dollar amount
printed on them. They are not Forever Stamps. They are “transi-
tional stamps.” Each time the post office has a rate hike coming up,
they print stamps without an amount on them to use until the
amount is set and production begins on the new rated stamps.

The snow is almost gone again but be aware that more can come
at any time. With this in mind, parents of school age children should
know that one of the schools in our coverage area has a door marked
exit where the snow has not been shoveled at all this winter. It is
your job to keep your children safe. Take a look around your school.

One morning last week, someone slid down steep Sand Hill Road
in Underhill Center and apparently couldn’t stop – and made no
heroic turn onto the River Road, like the driver of the recycling
truck did a few years ago (it made the Gazette’s front page) – and did
a nose dive down the steep bank, through the wire fence and into the
paddock. The farm owner was trying to rig a fence to keep in her
beef critters; the vehicle wasn’t going to escape under its own power...
By evening, the car was gone and the fence repaired, at least for
now. Drivers: SLOW DOWN. Snow makes slippery roads, espe-
cially on a hill like that.

On the subject of snow, think about our roads, and take a moment
to think with gratitude of our town road crews and those who clear
our private roads and driveways. Yes, we pay them for their work
but how many of us have the fortitude, desire, and skill to do the
job? The town crews typically start plowing around 3:00 AM,
when we Gazette staffers, at least, are sound asleep. (Unless the
cat’s after a mouse, or a child wakes with a nightmare.) Our plow-
man usually has our private road and dooryard plowed almost as
early. We need to remember that we wouldn’t be able to live here,
and get to the jobs that make living here possible, without our road
crews.

The snow that fell late last week was good snowball snow. Seen
any good snowmen? (Snow persons? Snow animals? Snow forts?
Snow sculptures?) Send pictures!

More on roads: if it’s Town Meeting time, it’s frost heave season.
Maybe we should have a “biggest frost heave” contest. Pleasant
Valley Road in Underhill is infamous: it seems to be heaved in every
direction three dimensions make possible, all at once. There’s a spot
on Browns Trace in Jericho that rivals it, though, even if it is only
one “Bump” (says the sign, too close to the mini-sinkhole to be
much of a warning) and not a long stretch of bad road. Extensive
work is scheduled in future years for Pleasant Valley; see the Underhill
Town Report.

And mud season can’t be far off. Brian Riley remembers seeing a
sign on Osgood Hill Road in Westford that said, “Pick your rut
carefully: you’ll be in it for the next five miles.”

Sour grapes department: a conversation overheard in the post
office had one resident describing a Colorado ski vacation in glowing
terms – literally, as it apparently was an unbroken string of brilliant
blue-sky days. Somehow, that doesn’t seem right to the New En-
gland Puritan mindset.

Sara and Brian Riley are looking for local jobs for their newly-
certified VT Therapy Dog, an eight-year-old German shepherd
named Bonnie – no, not the lithe little (well, big) seven-month-old
velociraptor (just looks like a GS dog) you may have seen Sara
walking with around town… Kaja is a good pup but is still learning
manners. Bonnie is sweet and gentle as can be, and would like to try
having kids read to her, or visit school classrooms or daycares. Call

From the Country Store
By Jon St. Amour

Special to the Mountain Gazette
I keep hearing this nasty word thrown about all over the evening

news, and it’s a word I had never before heard: stagflation. It means
that the economy, while in the grips of an extended lull, locks horns
with inflation. Retailers get hammered with rising wholesale costs
of the goods they sell. They raise prices, but you and I, the consum-
ers, aren’t purchasing as much. It’s a terrible and nasty state of
economic affairs that we haven’t seen (so they say) since the late
1970s (which is why I had never heard the term used – I must have
slept through that economics class).

Here at the store, I wonder if we are suffering a bit from stagflation.
Most of our grocery wholesale prices have risen in the past two
months, as well as ice cream, beer (hops prices are through the roof
due to farmers focusing on more lucrative corn for ethanol), dairy,
and most pathetically, gasoline. It’s plain and easy to see that cus-
tomers are cutting back. Personally, I am as well.

Yet March is here, which means one thing to me: January and
February are over. Those are historically our two worst months.
During that time, all we can do here is pay the bills and take a step
back and see what we’d like to do differently. It’s tough for me
personally because I get so antsy, and when it’s slow I tend to
devise these projects that just seem to make the day go faster, not
serve any other real purpose. My mind gets foggy, I lose focus, and
it gives me little or no fodder to share with you all here in this paper.

So I’m ready for things to get hopping again and break out of my
own personal stagflated funk. The days will become longer and
brighter, people will be happier, and we’ll be that much closer to
firing up the creemee machine. Hopefully, these last couple of dread-
fully quiet months here are just the typical dog days of January and
February, not an ominous preview of how things will be all year.
But with gasoline prices the way they are and your grocery bill up
10-20%, we’re all crossing our fingers.

UJFD continued from page 2A View from the Center
By J. Harrison L. Heidel

Special to the Mountain Gazette
Spring is only three weeks away, although it doesn’t look that

way outdoors. Our snow pack continues to be refreshed with regu-
lar frequency and the temperature is headed for the -20s as we say
goodbye to February.

I’ll admit/confess that I have not been outdoors a great deal this
winter, other than to tend to the usual and normal activities of daily
living. I enjoy winter, but I’m less likely to be tempted to go out and
play in the snow at this time in my life than when I was younger.
That concerns me occasionally, because I’m also too young to be a
practicing curmudgeon. Yes, I’ve been told more than once that if
one lives in Vermont one must learn to enjoy winter outdoor activi-
ties, and I do. I just have yet to participate. There’s always next
year; perhaps not.

I have been told that folks are planning their gardens for 2008 and
recently our local hardware store’s street sign read, “Seed Starting
Kits.” Thank goodness for one of the earliest, hopeful, and promis-
ing signs of spring and summer: gardeners making plans. Gardeners
and farmers are some of the most optimistic people I know.

I recently agreed to join one of our local CSA (community sup-
ported agriculture) farming ventures as a field hand for this growing
season, which has made me even more eager for spring to arrive. It’s
a win-win-win situation: working outdoors, reimbursed with great
locally-grown food, the farm benefits from my willing work and
experience, and consumers are allowed to “know what they are
really eating,” not to mention support new and expanding Vermont
agriculture endeavors.

I’ve never attempted a garden of my own. My first real exposure
to gardening came when I was 15 years old. My mother, talking to
a school chum’s mother, found out that her son had just been hired
for the summer at a nearby vegetable farm. When she announced she
had found me a summer job and explained the details my first thought
was, “What had I done wrong to deserve this.” Bernard Goeke
raised 50 acres of vegetables. He had 14 children; was married and
widowed twice. All 14 worked on the farm except for the very
youngest. Some worked the fields, some trucked the daily harvest
to the city markets, one kept the books, some kept the family fed,
yet other hands were needed. It was the hardest work I had ever
done, yet there were many rewards. I earned enough money, even at
75 cents an hour, to buy a 10-speed bicycle at summer’s end, and I
gained a new appreciation for how food is provided. It really didn’t
magically appear in the produce counter of the grocery store.

Growing our food requires real planning, hard work, imagination,
and very hopeful people. I’m looking forward to participating.
Maybe I’ll lose some of my “winter weight,” shed the “wet blan-
ket” attitude, and be in better physical shape to take to the ski
slopes next year.

Harrison Heidel is an Episcopal priest in Underhill, lives in
Underhill Center and writes about rural life.
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Richmond Area

COURT REPORT

RICHMOND FREE LIBRARY

Be a LOCALVORE!

MAPLE WIND FARM

Weekly Vegetable CSA Shares
Available June - October

2008 Pick Up Locations: RICHMOND & HUNTINGTON

Membership form? Available in area stores or
call us at 434-7257 or download one: www.maplewindfarm.com

We have meat shares too!

December 24, 2007, Kevin Dowd, 22, Rich-
mond, VT, charged with DUI, first offense, in
Burlington, VT on December 5, 2007; pleaded
guilty; fined $300.

January 15, 2008, Michael Lemire, 49, Rich-
mond, VT, charged with DUI, first offense, in Rich-
mond on September 13, 2007; amended to vehicle
operation – careless or negligent; pleaded guilty;
fined $500.

TEEN CENTER NEWS OBITUARIES

POLICE REPORT

Saturday, March 1, 2008 at about 7:50 AM,
Richmond police responded to a single-vehicle
accident on U.S. Rt. 2 in Richmond, VT, Police
report that a 2001 Ford Windstar operated by
Trisha Pidgeon, 38, of Bolton, VT went off the
road and over a guardrail, landing on its roof.
Pidgeon and her two daughters sustained minor
injuries. Investigation indicated that speed and bad
road conditions were factors in the accident, ac-
cording to Richmond police.

Franklin, In Defense of Food by Michael Pollan,
Beverly Hills Dead by Stuart Woods, The Acci-
dental Countess by Melissa Schroeder, The Ani-
mal Dialogues: Uncommon Encounters in the Wild
by Craig Childs, Fatal Remedies by Donna Leon,
Fodor’s Guatemala by Jeffrey Van Fleet, Blas-
phemy by Douglas J. Preston, The Seduction of the
Crimson Rose by Lauren Willig, Korea Strait by
David Poyer, How to Rig an Election: Confes-
sions of a Republican Operative by Allen
Raymond, Lonely Planet Tuscany and Umbria,
Race You to the Fountain of Youth: I’m Not Dead
Yet (But Parts of Me Are Going Fast) Laughing
Your Way Through Midlife by Martha Bolton, A
Week from Sunday by Dorothy Garlock, Wind-
swept by Ann Macela, Bleeding Kansas by Sara
Paretsky, The Bloody Shirt: Terror After
Appomattox by Stephen Budiansky, Governess:
The Lives and Times of the Real Jane Eyres by
Ruth Brandon.

New children’s books – We have over 100 new
books from the Midstate Regional Library! The
books will be with us, as additions to our own
collection, for four months before returning to the
MRL. Look for them in all our sections. These
titles are just a small sample of what’s available:

Picture books: Thunderboom! By Charlotte
Pomerantz, Cool Time Song by C. L. Schaefer,
Pinduli by Janell Cannon, and Big Friend, Little
Friend: A Book about Symbiosis by Susan
Sussman.

Intermediate readers: Toad Away by Morris
Glitzman, The Outlaw Varjak Paw by S F Said,
Chicken Friend by Nicola Morgan, and Straw into
Gold by Gary D. Schmidt.

Young Adult: Guitar Girl by Sarra Manning,
Dark Angel by David Klass, Easy by Kerry Cohen
Hoffman, Alice Macleod, Realist at Last by Susan
Juby, and Dancing at the Odinochka by
Kirkpatrick Hill

Nonfiction: Pretty Good for a Girl (The Autobi-
ography of a Snowboarding Pioneer) by Tina
Basich, Invisible Invaders by Connie Goldsmith,
England’s Jane: The Story of Jane Austen by
Juliane Locke, and The DK Guide to Multimedia.

Some new (non-MRL) books in our Graphic
Novel section are Flight Volume Four edited by
Kazu Kibuishi, two Bone books: Old Man’s Cave
and Ghost Circles by Jeff Smith, and Shaun Tan’s
brilliant fantasy of the immigrant experience, The
Arrival.

Events in the library’s community room:
Audubon Society “Bears in Vermont,” 7:00 PM,
Friday, March 7; Talks & Walks, 7:00 PM, Thurs-
day, March 13.

Display case: throughout March, three dimen-
sional art by students of Richmond Elementary
School.

Book Group: Double Bind by Chris Bojahlian.
Multiple copies are available at the circulation
desk. Date TBA.

Wall Display: Art by Richmond Elementary
School 4th graders. These collages, using paper
that the students made themselves, were inspired
by famous paintings: The Great Wave by
Hokusai, Tiger in a Storm by Henri Rousseau, or
Starry Night by Vincent Van Gogh.

Fantasy masks – Come up with your own
fantasy creature and create a marvelous mask to
bring your character to life. Learn to use simple
household materials to make a basic form for your
mask. Then, embellish the mask with a variety of
decorations such as feathers, tissue paper, shells,
or jewels. You’ll take home a finished mask as
well as many new ideas for constructing addi-
tional masks. A HomeschoolKidsConnect @ the
Library program with Teresa Davis for ages 8
and up. Friday, April 18, 10:30 AM – 12:00 noon.
Registration required.

Storytimes – Toddlertime (for ages 18 months
to three years) is on Wednesdays at 10:30 AM.
Storytime (ages 3-5) is on Mondays at 10:30
AM. Pajamatime (ages 2-6) with Douglas is on
Mondays at 6:30 PM. You don’t have to regis-
ter; just show up ready to have fun.

We have just got a fresh supply of books from
the Mid-State Regional Library. Come in and
check them out!

We also have a new web page at
www.richmondfreelibvt.org.

We have many magazines at the library, which
can be checked out for two weeks just like books.
Of course we have the ones most people have
heard of like National Geographic, Vermont Life,
and Consumer Reports but we also have a few
you may not be familiar with. One of these is
Birds & Blooms, which has beautiful photographs
of gardens, birds, and butterflies as well as help-
ful hints about attracting birds and butterflies to
your home. It even has a page dedicated to some
very creative birdhouses and feeders. This maga-
zine is especially comforting this time of year
with cabin fever upon us. Another lesser-known
magazine that we have is called Caring Today. It
is information for caregivers, whether they are
caring for spouses, parents, or children. There
are helpful hints, articles about care giving, and
helpful strategies for how caregivers can care for
themselves.

New Books: The Serpent’s Tale by Ariana

Edwin Lewis Thornton Jr. of Richmond, VT was
born by Caesarean section weighing 4.5 pounds
from a dying mother on
October 12, 1930 in
Brattleboro. His birth
wasn’t registered until
May because the doctor
was certain he would die.
His mother’s name was
Mildred Arnold. His fa-
ther was the Reverend
Edwin Lewis Thornton.
He was raised by his
stepmother, Edith Gray.
For eight years, he lived
in Townshend, moving
then to Springfield, where he stayed until he was
drafted into the Army in 1952. He attended schools
in Townshend and Springfield, graduating from
Springfield High School in 1948, with two state
championships in track. He graduated in the Class
of 1952 from Brown University and spent a sum-
mer at Harvard. Apparently, his father enrolled
him at Brown at birth! He competed on the track
team for Brown and First Army. In 1953, Mr.
Thornton married Jean Paula Whitcomb, with
whom he observed 55 years of marriage in Janu-
ary 2008. Together they raised four sons and five
daughters. He spent two years on active duty as
an Army medic, followed by 37 years as a medic
in the Vermont Army National Guard. Seventeen
of those years were as First Sergeant of Company
D, 50th Medical/Company C 186th Forward Sup-
port Battalion. His company won many awards.
He retired from the National Guard in 1990. His
civilian job was as a social worker for the State of
Vermont, where he served as District Director in
St. Albans for 21 years. He was instrumental in
the design and building of a new office for the
department. He also worked in Burlington and
Montpelier. He retired from the State of Vermont
in 1992. Mr. Thornton was a Third Degree Mason
and a member of the Masonic Lodge in Richmond.
His children were members of the Order of
DeMolay and Rainbow for Girls, respectively.
He was a member of the First Baptist Church in
Burlington for 50 years and sang for many years
in the choir. In 1957, he was a deacon of the church.
He was President of the Richmond PTA in the
early 1960s, when the PTA paid for the first rope
of the Cochran Ski Area. He was Scout Master for
the Richmond Boy Scout Troop in the 1960s. He
coached the Mount Mansfield Union High School
track team in the 1970s and in the spring of 2007.
Mr. Thornton is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Jean Paula (Whitcomb); nine children, 23 grand-
children, and one great-grandchild: Priscilla (Evan)
Smith and their daughter, Stephanie (Santiago)
Mallea and her daughter, Sophia Mallea; Edwin
Lewis Thornton, III, (Candi) and their children,
Lane and Caitlin; Tatianna (Brian) Sargent and their
children, Benjamin, Justin, Ira Edwin, and Allegra;
Bryan Thornton (Mikiko) and their children, Seiji
Edwin and Zen; Kylekaja (Bill) Michaels and their
children, Laura and James Edwin; Douglas
Thornton (Michelle) and their children, Christo-
pher, Mora, Bethany, and Owen; Jaclynna (James)
Williams and their children, Megan and Kyle;
Felicia Herman and her children, Priscilla and
Danny; Matthew Thornton (Kim) and their chil-
dren, Samuel, Nicholas, Peter, and Kaleb. Funeral
services were held Saturday, February 23 in the
First Baptist Church, Burlington, with the Rever-
end David O’Brien officiating. Burial will be in the
spring at the convenience of the family in Vermont
Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Randolph Cen-
ter. Memorial contributions may be made in Mr.
Thornton’s memory to the First Baptist Church
Memorial Fund, 81 St. Paul St., Burlington, VT
05401; or to the American Liver Foundation, Na-
tional Office, 75 Maiden Lane Suite 603, New
York, NY 10038 (www.liver foundation.org); or
to the Thomas E. Starzi Transplantation Insti-
tute, University of Pittsburgh, 3459 Fifth Ave.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-2582.

Green Mountain Satelitte
Waterbury •  802-244-5400

The RATC Nest is open
After six years of hard work and lots of fund

raising and grant writing, The RATC Nest is up and
running in the basement of the Richmond Town
Center. The teen center will be open to Chittenden
East School District teens on Thursdays and Fri-
days from 2:45 – 7:00 PM and Saturdays from
1:00 – 9:00 PM. Adult volunteers will be present
to supervise. (More volunteers are needed, call 434-
RATC.)

The large game room consists of a pool table,
ping pong, bumper pool, air hockey, and soon there
will be a foosball table. There is also a sitting room
where teens can relax on couches and chairs while
watching television or a DVD movie. There is also
a microwave and refrigerator in this room. There
will also be a computer room with five computers
hooked up to the Internet. There’s a unisex bath-
room and utility closet with large sinks.

The teens and committee have lots of ideas for
using this space. There will be Friday Fun Nights
(mini fundraisers, i.e. guessing jars, ice cream sun-
daes, smoothies, raffles, etc.) for $1-5. A local fam-
ily has offered to DJ at the center on one Saturday
every month. Board game nights, dances, and other
social events will take place.

The space will be available during non-teen hours
for use by the community. It is hoped that groups
will hold meetings, birthday parties, playgroups,
senior nights, book clubs, sewing or knitting groups,
classes, etc. for a small fee. The RATC Nest com-
mittee meets there at 7:00 PM on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month and they invite adults
and teens to join them. To schedule time in the
center, call 434-RATC.

The RATC Nest plans to hold their second an-
nual Adult vs. Teens Basketball on Friday, March
28, 2008 at 5:30 PM at Mount Mansfield Union
High School. They will have two games this year,
women’s and men’s. Tickets are $3 each or $10 for
a family. If any teens or adults would like to play or
if you’d like tickets to watch the games, just call
434-RATC. The RATC Nest will be working with
the Youth Conservation Corps and Don Morin to
host a Casino Night sometime in May, so watch for
more information.

The teen center is a work in progress, which is
why they need to charge for the use and why fund
raising and grant writing will continue. Still needed:
area rugs, board games, PG 13 DVDs, adolescent
books and magazines, etc. There are Phase Two
plans to expand into another room, replace the win-
dows, and work further on heating and dehumidi-
fying the basement. The Selectboard has granted a
lease with The RATC Nest for six months. The
teen center needs to prove it is needed before the
lease will be extended. Please spread the word and
bring your friends. Teens who have hung out there
so far are really having a great time.

Katrina Gibson of Richmond
has been hired as marketing
manager at the Green Moun-
tain Inn in Stowe.
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Katrina Gibson joins
Green Mountain Inn at Stowe
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The Vermont Arts Council (VAC) plans to re-
prise its 2006 community arts project Palettes of
Vermont, this time with Art Fits Vermont. VAC
will distribute nearly 60,000 wood and paper puzzle
pieces to individuals, community organizations, and
schools across the state. Puzzle-related events will
take place beginning in summer 2008. The formal
launch of Art Fits Vermont will take place Wednes-
day, April 16 at the State House as part of Arts
Achievement Day. Art Fits Vermont is the second
statewide community arts project created and pro-
duced by the Vermont Arts Council. In 2006, resi-
dents from 247 of Vermont’s 251 towns partici-
pated, and the sale of palette art raised more than
$300,000 for Vermont communities. For more in-
formation on Art Fits Vermont, visit
www.vermontartscouncil.org.

Bryan Memorial Gallery presents Chardin,
Cezanne And Bonnard, a three-day still life painting
workshop with Vermont artist Susan Abbott Mon-
day-Wednesday, April 14-16. The painting and art
history workshop will analyze the very different
styles, compositions, and techniques of three great
still life masters. All visual arts media are welcome;
some prior painting experience required. Abbott’s
work is currently on exhibition at Bryan Memorial
Gallery in Objects of Desire: Still Life Paintings.
For more information and/or to register for the work-
shop, call 644-5100 or visit www.bryangallery.org.
Bryan Memorial Gallery, Jeffersonville.

Rep. Peter Welch is inviting Vermont’s high school
art teachers and students to participate in the 27th

Annual Congressional Art Competition – An
Artistic Discovery. The winner will be invited to
Washington, D.C. and have his or her work dis-
played at the U.S. Capitol. Student registration
forms are due to Welch’s office by March 21, and
finalists’ works will be on display at the T.W. Wood
Art Gallery in Montpelier beginning April 29. Each
school may submit up to five pieces of artwork and
interested students should contact their school’s art
department. All artwork must be two-dimensional
and less than 30”x30”. For more information or to
register for the competition, go online to
www.welch.house.gov/art, or call (888) 605-7270.

Travels with Ben, watercolors by Ben Stein, will
be on display at the Emile Gruppe Gallery in Jeri-
cho through March 23. There will be a reception for
the artist on Sunday, February 17 at the Gallery
from 1:00 – 3:00 PM. The Emile Gruppe Gallery,
22 Barber Farm Rd., Jericho, 899-3211,
emilegruppegallery.com. Open Thursday-Sunday,
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM or by appointment.

Essex Art League presents
“Big...Bold...Colorful,” a new exhibit of original art-
work a new exhibit at Phoenix Books in the Essex
Shoppes and Cinema plaza, with 100+ works of art
by the Essex Art League members. All work will be

on display throughout Feb-
ruary. Also, Essex Art
League artists Clair Aimi,
Sarah Drown, Jennifer
Fay, Mary Krause, Jane
Sandberg, and Lynn
Sullivan are displaying
their fine art at the Given
Health Center in Williston
throughout February.
Thursday, March 6 at the
League’s meeting, member
Annelein Beukenkamp will
discuss how to stretch your
palette, 9:00 – 11:00 AM at
Essex Jct. Congregational
Church. For more informa-
tion, contact 899-6757 or go
online to www.essexartleague.com.

International artists Christopher Griffin and
Danilo Gonzalez are exhibiting new paintings at
the West Branch Gallery & Sculpture Park, Stowe.
The Temperature of Color combines the colorful
cultures of North America and Latin America. Grif-
fin and Gonzalez are interested in the human condi-
tion, the experiences that color human history and
current events alike. West Branch Gallery & Sculp-
ture Park, art@westbranchgallery.com or 253-8943,
open Wednesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM
and by appointment.

Objects of Desire: Still Life Paintings at Bryan
Memorial Gallery. Reception in honor of the artists
Sunday, April 20, 3:00 – 5:00 PM. Bryan Memorial
Gallery, Jeffersonville, hours through April 12: Fri-
day and Saturday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and by
appointment. April 17 – May 11: Thursday – Sun-
day, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and by appointment.
644-5100, www.bryangallery.org. Free admission.

On display at the Flour Shop, VT Rt. 15,
Underhill, art by Poker Hill Arts students, whose
card creations are also being offered for sale – this
year, to benefit the Jericho Underhill Park District.

Ancient Beings at Helen Day Art Center in
Stowe. A joint exhibit by painter Marina Epstein
and painter/sculptor Benjamin Davis with the theme
of Greek, Byzantine, Hebrew, and Biblical mythical
figures. Through March 22. Helen Day Art Center,
School Street, Stowe, 253-8358, www.helenday.com.

MUSIC
Musicians from the Green Mountain Cham-

ber Music Festival present a program of chamber
music masterpieces Friday, March 7, 7:30 PM in
the McCarthy Arts Center, St. Michael’s College,
Colchester. Program includes Schubert’s Rondo in B
Minor, D.895 for Violin and Piano; Beethoven’s
Serenade in D, Opus 25 for Flute, Violin, and Viola;
and Dvorak’s Piano Quartet in E Flat, Opus 87.

Noted American violinist Soovin Kim will be
the guest soloist for the forthcoming Vermont Sym-

phony Orchestra concert on Saturday, March 8 at
the Flynn Center in Burlington at 8:00 PM. A Ver-
mont Youth Orchestra alumnus, he returns to Ver-
mont to team with his former teacher VSO Music
Director Jaime Laredo, who will conduct the Con-
certo for Violin and Orchestra in D minor by Jean
Sibelius. This exciting concert, part of the VSO 2007/
08 Masterworks series, also includes Symphony No.
3, “Rhenish” by Robert Schumann and Radiance
by VSO composer-in-residence David Ludwig. VSO
Principal Oboist Nancy Dimock will perform as
oboe soloist.

St. Michael’s College presents the annual Con-
cert for St. Patrick Thursday, March 13 in the
McCarthy Arts Center on campus at 7:30 PM. The
concert features St. Mike’s Celtic Knights Irish
Dancers, the Highland Weavers, Robert Resnik, and
others. $5 admission benefits Parent to Parent of
VT.

Quebec folk duo Tricot Machine (Catherine
Leduc and Matthieu Beaumont) present a concert
Thursday, March 20 at 7:00 PM in the McCarthy
Arts Center, St. Michael’s College, Colchester.

Saint Michael’s College presents a free concert of
Chamber Music Masterpieces on Friday, March
7, at 7:30 PM in the McCarthy Arts Center on the
Colchester campus. Nationally acclaimed perform-
ers from the Green Mountain Chamber Music Fes-
tival will perform Schubert, Beethoven and Dvorak
as part of the Saint Michael’s Humanities Program
Concert Series. This special winter concert brings
together some of the players who participate in the
summer Green Mountain Chamber Music Festival.
The program features Franz Schubert’s Rondo in B
Minor, Serenade in D, Opus 25 for flute, violin, and
viola, by Beethoven, and Dvorak’s Piano Quartet
in E-flat, Opus 87.

Friday, March 7: Gordon Stone Band, 9:30 PM,
the Brewski, Jeffersonville. Contact 644-6366 or
www.gordonstone.com.

Saturday, March 8: Contra dance with caller
Mark Sustic and musicians Toss the Feathers, the
Town Hall, Hinesburg. Contact
doneganmaple@hotmail.com. Cal Stanton, 9:30
PM, the Hub, Johnson. Contact
cal_05656@yahoo.com.

Sunday, March 9: 35th Parallel MediterrAsian
Jazz Ensemble, 7:00 PM, Dibden Center for the
Arts, Johnson State College, Johnson; contact
www.jsc.edu/DibdenCenterForTheArts.

Thursday, March 13: Concert for St. Patrick
featuring the Highland Weavers with Robert Resnik,
the Celtic Knight dancers, Duncan Yandell and
others, 7:30 PM, McCarthy Arts Center, St.
Michael’s College, Colchester; benefits Parent to
Parent of Vermont; contact whiteford@gmavt.net.
Gordon Stone Band, 7:30 PM, On the Rise Bakery,
Richmond; contact www.gordonstone.com.

Wednesday, March 19: Vernal Equinox Cel-
ebration with the Willoughbys, the On the Rise
Bakery, Richmond. Contact
www.ontherisebakery.net.

Friday, March 21: English Country Dance, 7:00
PM – 9:30 PM, Elley-Long Music Center,
Colchester; first, third, and fifth Fridays; live music
third Fridays. Contact 899-2378 or
valandtom@together.net.

Saturday, March 22: Gordon Stone Band, 7:30
PM, On the Rise Bakery, Richmond. Contact
www.gordonstone.com.

Tuesdays: Open Mic, 9:00 PM – 11:00 PM,
Smuggler’s Notch Inn, Jeffersonville. Contact 644-
6765.

Wednesdays: NIPs-West Open Potluck and
Songs/Dance Tunes Session, Moshe’s house, Essex;
first and third Wednesdays; contact Moshe 879-
0876 or www.groups.yahoo.com/NIPS-West. Open
Mic, 8:00 PM, the Overtime Saloon, St. Albans;
contact www.overtimesaloon.com.

Thursdays: Open Mic, 8:00 PM – midnight,
Village Tavern, Jeffersonville.

Fridays: English Country Dance, 7:00 PM –
9:30 PM, the Elley-Long Music Center, Colchester.
first, third, and fifth Fridays through mid-June 2008;
live music third Fridays. Contact Val Medve 899-
2378 or valandtom@together.net.

Saturdays: Acoustic music session, 1:00 PM –
4:00 PM, the Foothills Bakery, Fairfax. Contact
mrksustc@together.net.

THEATRE
Saint Michael’s College presents The Irish Play

or The Orphan’s Birthday by SMC alumnus Tim
McGillicuddy on Saturday, March 8 to Wednes-
day, March 12, and Friday, March 14 in the
McCarthy Arts Center, 7:00 PM. Part of the Irish
Heritage Festival, the romantic comedy set in Dublin
explores conflicts of blood ties, heritage, and love.

The New Face of Vermont Farms –
Caleb Kenna (www.calebkenna.com) of
Brandon has been photographing Mexi-
can migrant dairy farmers working in
Addison County since 2006, telling the
story of the hope and the struggle of the
c.2000 undocumented laborers in Vermont,
in response to our dairy farms’ increased
dependence on migrant workers for reli-
able, affordable labor. Five of Kenna’s
photos from his project The Golden Cage
are on exhibit at the Helen Day Art Cen-
ter, Stowe, through Saturday, March 22.
Helen Day Art Center, Stowe,
exhibits@helenday.com, 253-8358.
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 12:00 – 5:00
PM.

PHOTO BY CALEB KENNA
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Cinematic Wanderings
By Luke Mindell

Special to the Mountain Gazette

The Red and The Black
PT Anderson’s There Will Be Blood

For me, there will always be one true god of cinema: Stanley
Kubrick. I was only sixteen and had just discovered his body of
work when the man died. I never saw one of his movies on the big
screen, and I always felt like I missed out on riding that high wave.

Leaving the theatre after seeing Paul Thomas Anderson’s new
film There Will Be Blood, I had one thought screaming through my
mind: KUBRICK! The epic vision, the subversive depiction of soci-
etal norms, and the utter mastery of the art form. It’s all there.

There Will Be Blood is the kind of film that shines so brightly,
despite its dark vision of humanity, and fills you with such deep
appreciation for the medium of filmmaking itself, that you can no
longer tolerate the banality of the average Hollywood movie be-
cause the contrast is so stark. It tells the story of a turn-of-the-
century silver miner who enters the oil business at its inception.

Daniel Day-Lewis stars as Daniel Plainview, and he gives the
most breathtakingly hypnotic performance I have seen, maybe in
my entire life. The voice and mannerisms he fashioned for the role
are still, two weeks later, running in my head like a catchy tune. If
you see me on the street mumbling to myself, “When I say I’m an
oil man, I think you’ll agree,” in an odd, gravely voice, you’ll know
why. And having been accused of throwing superlatives around
casually, I’ll make some definitive statements about Mr. Day-Lewis’s
performance. There are moments in this film where Day-Lewis is
arguably as good as or better than Marlon Brando, Robert De Niro,
Meryl Streep, or Jack Nicholson have ever been. Richard Schickle in
Time magazine said that, at the end of the film, Day-Lewis gave “the
most explosive and unforgettable ten or 15 minutes of screen acting
I have ever witnessed.”

Plainview is a fascinating character. Does he hate humanity, or is
he just a loner? Does he hate religion, or does he just view it as an
obstacle to his dominance? There will be no other god but Daniel
Plainview. He starts out alone in a silver mine, a hole in the earth,
and that’s where he belongs. His entrance into the world of oil forces
him to become part of communities where he drills. One place
Plainview doesn’t belong is in a community, and he spends the rest
of his life trying to extricate himself not only from communities, but
from humanity.

The story is multi-layered, and certainly has applicability to the
place of oil in the world today, but it’s certainly not explicit. Today,
an image of blood and oil mixed is a provocative one. I don’t pre-
sume to know the true meaning of the film, and trying write a
definitive interpretation would rob the story of its mystique and its
ability to reach people on many different levels. But everyone would
agree that the film has monumental things to say about capitalism,
religion, misanthropy, family, loyalty, greed, faith, ambition, and
the American experiment.

As a film buff, I was astonished at the other films There Will Be
Blood reminded me of (all of them by Stanley Kubrick). It reminded
me of Barry Lyndon in its depiction of a man in a very specific time
and place in history, and how it detailed the entire arc of his life with
a consistent, realistic psychology. His motivations and his actions
all stayed true to the character being developed. Both films turned
the so-called “period piece” on its head.

It reminded me of The Shining. Similarly dissonant music gave
the movie a psychotic mood and made me feel, at times, like I was
watching a horror film. There was also the protagonist, who feels
more like a monster than a hero. As he moves through the film, you
fear for everyone he encounters. The music also made me think of
Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. Long scenes with no dialogue,
and the methodical use of tools of another time. Far be it from me to
compare space travel to oil drilling, but in both films, we see the
advancement of mankind. Daniel Plainview is an astronaut of com-
merce, using new, unsure technologies to explore.

Having seen this film in the theatre, I don’t feel so bad for having
been born too late to experience the rise of Kubrick. Because with
Paul Thomas Anderson’s There Will Be Blood, I was there to expe-
rience it with the rest of the world. I was there when we all saw a
movie that made us step back and say, “So that‘s what genius is.” I
was there to see a movie that made us realize that this generation,
like all those before it, has filmmakers that are too skilled to be
relegated to one part of the history of cinema. Their films are for the
ages, and this one is not likely to be surpassed for a long, long time.

Thursday, March 6
The Irish Are Coming! The Irish Are Coming! 6:30 PM, Deborah
Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho. Dan Casey on the movement of
the early Irish into Vermont from Quebec, New York, and the New
England corridor, conditions in Ireland, probable ports of emigration,
and motivations for coming to Vermont. Local surnames, maps, slides,
and genealogical charts explain how and why the Irish came to stay. A
VT Humanities Council event. Information, 899-4962.

John Engels Memorial Poetry Reading, 7:00 PM, Hoehl Welcome
Center, St. Michael’s College, Colchester. Former VT Poet Laureate
Ellen Bryant Voight reads her poetry.

Friday, March 7
The Global Energy Crisis – Chemistry to the Rescue, 1:00 PM, Cheray
Science Hall room 101, St. Michael’s College, Colchester. 3rd annual
Leavy Family Lecture in Chemistry, with Dr. Daniel Nocera, Keck
Prof. of Energy at MIT. The talk, accessible to non-specialists, ex-
plores green approaches to the use of solar energy and water to pro-
duce fuels such as hydrogen in place of fossil fuels and nuclear power.

Saturday, March 8
Good Shepherd Preschool 7th annual Spring Auction, 4:00 PM
bidding, 5:00 PM auction, Jericho Community Center, Jericho Center.
Free admission. Live music, complimentary hors d’oeuvres, coffee,
and BYOB. Bid on a 42-inch LG LCD 1080p TV, an iPod Touch, or
enter raffle to win a Wii game system. Also, goods and services from
area and regional businesses, local photography and art, and more.
Benefits Good Shepherd Preschool For information, 878-3759 or
www.goodshepherdjericho.org/preschool.

Odyssey of the Mind Tournament, 9:00 AM, Champlain Valley
Union High School, Hinesburg. 29th annual VT OM state tournament;
114 teams of students in grades K to college from schools and commu-
nity groups. Problems this year include: Odyssey Road Rally – build
a vehicle that will operate a course while performing sports-related
events; DinoStories – teams explain
why dinosaurs went extinct, includ-
ing a technical event; The Wonder-
ful Muses – teams include art in a
performance explaining how a
“muse” provides inspiration; Tee
Structure – teams construct a balsa
structure that holds weight; The
Eccentrics! – teams must explain
how unusual dress or behavior can
create a fad. Each team must also
solve a spontaneous problem de-
signed to assess students quick-
thinking skills. Free and open to the
public.

NW VT Model Railroad Society Vermont Rails Show, 10:00 AM –
4:00 PM, Champlain Valley Exposition, Essex Junction. Admission
charged, contact 878-1135 or ronpiro@aol.com for information. $5
per family with active military ID. Website: www.nwvrailroad.org.

Sunday, March 9
Westford Paintball Biathalon, 10:00 AM, Westford Elementary
School, Westford. High School (15-19), Youth (6-14), and Lollipop
(under 6) age divisions. $10 per entrant; lollipop division is free.
Staggered start times with high school beginning first. Pre-registration
required by March 7. Contact Rosemary Shea, 878-4690 or
shearv@aol.com.

Tie-A-Thon, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, International Commons, St.
Michael’s College, Colchester. 4th annual Central VT Trout Unlimited
benefit supports Casting for Recovery (CFR), a national breast cancer
survivors group that sets up fly-fishing trips for women as a way to
recover from breast cancer surgery. Trout Unlimited and St. Mike’s
Fly Fishing Club members will tie flies to give to CFR women to use
as they learn fly fishing. For information, www.vermonttu.org/cvtu.

Monday, March 10
Full of Blarney, 7:00 PM, Colchester Historical Society, Main St.,
Colchester. Society member Tom Mulcahy will provide some insight
to the derivation of over 50 terms we often use in our daily conversa-
tions... we often use these terms without really understanding the
original meanings... and usually do not know where they came from or
why they were created. A few examples of these terms: “your name
will be mud,” “paying through the nose,” or “that’ s posh.” Join the
fun and see if you believe the derivations or not... some could be just
“BLARNEY” – or are they real?

Wednesday, March 12
It All Adds Up: the Influence of Jewish American Writers on Ameri-
can Literature, 4:00 PM, Hoehl Welcome Center, St. Michael’s Col-
lege, Colchester. Speaker for the annual Rabbi Max B. Wall Lecture is
Dr. Jules Chametzky, emeritus professor from Univ. of Mass.

Friday, March 14
Burlington Contra Dance, 8:00 PM, Anthony’s Hall, Burlington.
Queen City Contras’ regular contra dance; caller Bill Olsen; music by
Ti Acadie. All are welcome, all dances taught, no partner /experience
necessary. Beginners’ session 7:45 PM. Adults $8; under 12 free.
Please bring clean, soft-soled shoes for dancing. Information: 434-
2446.

Saturday March 15
VT French Canadian Genealogical Society Workshop, 10:30 AM,
Dupont Hall, Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester. Free and open to the
public; in English. Bring lunch and stay the day. Our library will also
be open for research 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Topic: Using the Library
Computers and the Internet to discover information. Learn your way
around a computer; computer novices welcome. Speaker Sheila Mor-
ris. For information or to reserve space, 864-6037 or email mail@vt-
fcgs.org. Website www.vt-fcgs.org.

COMING EVENTS

Ongoing Events continued on page 8

Rosina Wallace and the
woman in painting she
holds are Vermont Farm
Women, and part of Helen
Day Art Center’s current
exhibit We Are Vermont:
Contemporary Portraits
in Photography. For infor-
mation, contact Helen Day
Art Center, Stowe, 253-
8358, www.helenday.com.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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SPORTS ACTIVITIES
Adult coed volleyball in Westford, 8:00 – 10:00 PM, Mondays,
Westford Elementary School gym. Fun, casual volleyball. $2 at the
door. Call coordinators Jon and Tammy Brown, 872-8333, for in-
formation.

Women’s volleyball, Brown’s River Middle School, Mondays,
7:00 – 9:00 PM. All age levels and skills welcome. Follows school
calendar: no volleyball when there is no school. For information,
contact Cathy Leatherstitch, 899-1395 or cleather@us.ibm.com.

Basketball – open gym in Westford, Mondays and Wednesdays,
5:30 – 7:00 PM, and Saturdays, 10:30 AM – 12:00 noon, until Jr.
High practice begins. $1 donation at door. For information, call Rich
Staab, 879-4745.

Bolton Men’s Basketball, Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM, Smilie
School Gym. For adults and young adults, age 16 and up. Contact
Bill Newton, 434-3348.

HEALTH GROUPS
Overeaters Anonymous meets 6:00 – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays at
the Jericho United Methodist Church, VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Ques-
tions – please call 899-2355.

Healthy Weight Support Group, Mondays, 12:00 – 12:30 PM
and Wednesdays, 3:45 – 4:15 PM. For those working on weight
management; combines behavioral and nutritional strategies to in-
crease physical activity and decrease calorie intake. Provides tech-
niques to help you manage your eating behaviors. Come 15 minutes
early for a weight check. Northwestern Medical Center, Cobble-
stone Building, Classroom A. Speakers: Kay Tran, Registered Di-
etitian, MS, CDE; and Leslie Gardzina, Registered Dietitian, North-
western Medical Center. Free; pre-registration required, 524-1234
or cfhw@nmcinc.org.

Fit Kids Support Group, first Mondays (April 7), 4:15 – 5:00
PM. Program for kids 8-13 and their parents, Learn about nutrition
and physical activity, ways to increase activity level safely, change
eating behavior, self-esteem, and obstacles that interfere with weight
management success. Northwestern Medical Center, Cobblestone
Building, Classroom A. Speaker: Kay Tran, Registered Dietitian,
MS, CDE. Free; pre-registration required: 524-1234 or
cfhw@nmcinc.org.

Statewide Quit Line – Telephone Smoking Cessation Counseling.
Call 1-877-yes-quit (1-877-937-7848). Free.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: “Keep It Simple” group meets
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 8:00 – 9:00 PM, and Satur-
days, 6:30 – 7:30 PM, at the United Church of Underhill, Underhill
Flats.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
The RATC Nest (Richmond Area Teen Center) is open in the base-
ment of the Richmond Town Center, Bridge Street, on Thursdays
and Fridays 2:45 – 7:00 PM and Saturdays 1:00 – 9:00 PM at no
cost for grades 7-12 in the Chittenden East School District. Adult
supervisors are needed. Call 434-RATC for more information. The

RATC Nest board meetings are held the first and third Wednesdays
(March 19) at 7:00 PM; the public is welcome! Call 434-RATC for
more information.

ADULT ACTIVITIES
Westford Knitters Group meets the first Friday of each month
(March 7), 6:00 – 8:30 PM at the Westford Library. All needle-
crafters in Westford and surrounding communities are welcome.
Enjoy conversation with neighbors and friends while you work on
your current project. Come early or late; bring a brown bag dinner
and drink if you like. For information: Julie Nelson, 343-0165 or
Julie@coolmoonyoga.com.

Handbell ringers, Tuesday evenings, United Church of Underhill.
All are welcome at rehearsals. Two ensembles; opportunity for
small groups/shorter time periods. We ring a variety of music in a
variety of settings and look forward to new faces joining us. Begin-
ners welcome! Call Roger, 899-3106 for information.

French Canadian Genealogy Research, Tuesday evenings, 7:00
– 9:30 PM, Dupont Building, Fort Ethan Allen, Colchester. For
information, 864-6037 or mail@vt-fcgs.org.

SENIORS
Jeri-Hill XYZ Seniors meet at the Town Hall in Underhill Center
on the first and third Wednesday of each month (March 12, April 2,
16). All seniors are welcome! Dinners are served at 11:30 AM. For
information, please call Lenore Whitten, 878-8996, Bette Work-
man, 899-4446, or Loreen Teer, 899-1363.

Connections @ CCC Internet Café, – a community Internet
Café for those 60+, Thursdays, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Covenant
Community Church, VT Rt. 15, between Essex Center and Jericho.
Computer/Internet instruction, presentations, lunch. Use a Con-
nections computer or bring your own. For more information and to
make lunch reservations ($4 suggested donation), call 879-4313.

Westford Senior Lunches are the second Monday of the month
(March 10) and held in the Red Brick Meeting House on the Westford
Common at 12:00 noon. Mark your calendars for March10, April

14, May 12, and June 9. We are planning several programs of inter-
est this spring, and several of our members in town are writing the
history of their roads, early years, schooling, and other memories,
which will be shared at the lunches. We sometimes can persuade
Roland and friends to entertain us with sing-along music. We are a
lively bunch of not-so-senior seniors and welcome all to join us.
Please call 879-7382 with questions or if you need a ride to the
lunches.

KIDS
Open Gym at the Westford School Gym, Sundays, 2:00 – 4:00
PM. Ongoing through March. Open to all children aged 0-6 and
their families. Bring bikes, trikes, cars, etc. Balls, scooters, jump
ropes, and other equipment provided. For information, call Julie,
872-2641. Sponsored by the Westford Early Childhood Connec-
tion.

Chittenden East Early Childhood Connection playgroup pro-
grams – both follow the school calendar; ages birth-5 years; every-
one welcome; contact Abby for information, 899-3727. Jericho
Playgroup, 9:30 – 11:00 AM at the Jericho Community Center;
meets Mondays. Underhill Playgroup, 9:30 – 11:00 AM at the
Underhill Central School; meets Fridays.

Westford Playgroup, Wednesdays, 10:00 AM – 12:00 noon,
children’s section, Westford Town Library. Free and open to all
children 5 and under and their families – drop in! Open play till
11:20 AM, cleanup and circle time of story and/or songs, followed
by a snack of crackers and extras brought from home to share.

Bolton Family Play Night, in the Smilie School gym, usually the
first and third Fridays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM. Free! Mostly unstructured
play with the school’s equipment. Contact Tim Grover, 434-4180.

TOWN GOVERNMENT AND ORGANIZATIONS
Tim Nulty, Jericho Selectboard member, at the Village Cup, first
and third Wednesdays (March 12, April 2, 16), 8:00 – 9:00 AM, and
at the Flour Shop, second and fourth Wednesdays (March 12, 26),
8:00 – 9:00 AM. Anyone wishing to discuss any issue is welcome.

Westford Fire Department, Mondays, 7:00 PM, at the fire sta-
tion next to the Town Garage. Volunteer for firefighting, dispatch-
ing, radio communications, computer operations, grant writing, equip-
ment maintenance, fire police, education, and much more. You are
welcome and encouraged to join. For information, email John Quinn,
jquinninvt@aol.com.

Board of Water Commissioners of the Village of Jericho, Inc. –
monthly (March 25), 7:00 PM at the Old Red Mill on 4B Red Mill
Dr., Jericho. For information, 899-2938.

Jericho Historical Society, second Thursday (March 13), 7:30
PM, Old Red Mill, Jericho.

Jericho Underhill Park District Board meeting, first and third
Wednesdays (March 12, April 2, 16), 7:00 PM, Deborah Rawson
Memorial Library project room, Jericho. Residents of Jericho and
Underhill always welcome. 899-2693 for information.

Fairfax Food Shelf has moved to the United Church on the corner
of Fletcher Road and River Road, near the Foothills Bakery. The
Food Shelf is open the first two Wednesdays (March 12, April 2, 9),

This photo of Underhill Center was found in the house Brenda
and David Boutin are renovating in Starksboro. Do any of our
readers have an idea of the time frame it may have been taken?

Ongoing events continued on page 9

Ongoing Events continued from page 7
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WORKSHOPS

Up tp $1000 rebate on qualified units

9:00 AM – 12:00 noon. Please use the downstairs
entrance. For information, 849-6588.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Alzheimer’s support group, third Wednesday
(March 19), 9:30 – 11:30 AM, the Arbors, 687
Harbor Rd., Shelburne. For individuals and fami-
lies in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementias. For information and to register,
contact Nicole Houston, 985-8600.

Approach Autism With Advocacy, Recovery &
Education (AAWARE) in the Lamoille Valley,
third Sunday (March 16), 3:00 – 5:00 PM, Second
Congregational Church of Jeffersonville Commu-
nity Room, Jeffersonville. Special topics, guest
speakers, resource information; playroom for kids,
fenced side yard for outdoor play. For informa-
tion, Terry Holden, 644-2759 (Jeffersonville) or
Tina Karl, 888-3430 (Hyde Park).

Veterans Job Networking, Wednesdays, 9:30 –
11:00 AM, VFW Post, Essex Jct.; 1:00 – 2:30
PM, American Legion Post, St. Albans.

Lamoille Valley Kin as Parents, second  and
fourth Thursdays (March 13, 27), 6:00 – 7:30
PM, Lamoille Family Center, Morrisville. Dinner
and childcare provided. For more information,
Imelda at 888-5229 ext. 152 or Rhonda Barr, 888-
1376.

Eating Disorders Parental Support Group,
third Wednesday (March 19), 7:00 – 9:00 PM,
Covenant Community Church, VT Rt. 15, Essex
Center. For parents of children with or at risk of
anorexia or bulimia. We focus on being a resource
and providing reference points for old and new
ED parents. For information, Peter, 899-2554.

Grandparents as Parents –Mondays, Milton
Family Community Center. Childcare provided.
For information, Charlotte, 893-1457.

Grandparents Raising their Children’s Chil-
dren, third Tuesday (March 18), 6:00 – 8:00 PM,
Wesley Methodist Church, Main St., Waterbury.
Light refreshments and onsite childcare provided.
For information, Evelyn, 433-1513.

Evergreen.Erb@comcast.net

Ongoing events
 continued from page 8

Ukrainian Egg Decorating with Theresa
Somerset, free demo, Saturday March 8, 11:00
AM – 1:00 PM, Artists’ Mediums, Williston.
Theresa’s unique and traditional Ukrainian egg
designs are intricate and whimsical. She will show
you how to follow the steps involved in creating
your own egg masterpieces. For information, 879-
1236.

Color Study/
Portrait Sketch
in Oils with
M a l c o l m
DuBois, free
demo, Saturday
March 29,
11:00 AM –
1:00 PM, Art-
ists’ Mediums,
Williston. A pre-
dominately self-
taught artist,
M a l c o l m
DuBois has
done intensive
studies with
master painters
of various disci-
plines. Malcolm
will bring a live
model from
whom he can
create his por-
trait sketch in
oils. For infor-
mation, 879-
1236.

2008 Family-
t o - F a m i l y
Classes – The
NAMI (Na-
tional Alliance
on Mental Ill-
ness) Family-

to-Family program is a 12-week course for fami-
lies and friends of individuals with brain disorders
called mental illness. Some of the topics covered
are: major mental illnesses, new research, problem
solving, communication skills, self-care, services
and recovery, and advocacy. The course is taught
by trained family members who have lived with
this experience. Free. For more information, con-
tact the NAMI-Vermont office, (800) 639-6480.
Classes will be offered in St. Albans beginning
March 13 and in Morrisville beginning in early- to
mid-March.

Parenting Revisited: Promise, Potential, Per-
manence, the 4th annual Kinship Care Confer-
ence, Thursday, April 24, Sheraton Hotel & Con-
ference Center, Burlington. Free to those raising
the children of family members. Keynote by
LeAnn Thieman, a nurse “accidentally” caught up
in the Vietnam era’s Operation Babylift. Work-
shops on: family court and its role in kinship
caregiving; kinship caregivers and decisions im-
pacting permanency; proposed changes in the law
and its effect on kinship care; family meetings;
stress reduction strategies and self care; probate
court and its role in kinship care and legal guard-
ianship; substance abuse; communicating with
children of incarcerated parents, more. Registra-
tion information: contact 656-5665 or
conferences@uvm.edu. Conference website:
www.uvm.edu/conferences/kinshipcare.

LIBRARY NEWS

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL
LIBRARY, JERICHO

Art for March: Peg Montgomery has night pho-
tography, northern lights, and VT scenes. Stu Hall
has snowflake photographs in the display case.

The Board of Trustees will meet Thursday,
March 20 at 7:00 PM. All are welcome!

Knit night is Tuesday, March 18 at 6:30 PM.
The Irish are coming, the Irish are coming! Thurs-

day, March 6 at 6:30 PM, historian Dan Casey will
be at the library to discuss Irish immigration to
Vermont – the patterns, settlement areas, opportu-
nities, and contributions. He uses prominent his-
torical figures to illustrate the Irish influence on the
Vermont way of life. Sponsored by the VT Hu-
manities Council.

Come enjoy Reiki at the library Monday, March
10. Call to reserve a time for a relaxing experience.
Times available are 4:00, 4:30, 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, and
7:30 PM. Call 899-4962. What is Reiki? Reiki is a
Japanese technique for stress reduction and relax-
ation that also promotes healing. It is administered
by “laying on hands” and is based on the idea that
an unseen “life force energy” flows through us and
is what causes us to be alive.

Wednesday, March 19, 7:00 PM, Penny Miller
will be leading a book discussion. The book is The
Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett. Copies are
available at the library. Please call the library to
register, 899-4962. sponsored by the VT Arts Coun-
cil as part of the Big Read Project.

Movie Night! Friday, March 28 at 7:00 PM. Join
us to watch The Maltese Falcon starring Humphrey
Bogart and Mary Astor.

Children’s events:
Wednesday Story Time, 11:00 AM. Stories,

songs, refreshments, snack, and craft. March 12,
19, and 26.

Thursday Story Time, 10:00 AM. Stories, songs,
refreshments, snack, and craft. March 13, 20, and
27.

Family Story Times, 6:30 PM. Children are in-
vited to wear their pajamas and join us for stories
and light refreshments. Recommended for families
with children preschool through 2nd grade. March
13, 20, and 27.

Parents Book Discussion Group – Meet with
other interested adults to discuss Consuming Kids
by Susan Linn. A limited number of books are avail-
able at the library, or they may be purchased at
Phoenix Books. You will receive a 20% discount if
you mention the book group. Refreshments served.
Tuesday, March 11, 6:30 PM. Group facilitator:
Peter Duval. To register, call 899-4962.

HomeschoolKidsConnect @ theLibrary: Maple
Syrup Workshop. Tim Perkins from the UVM Re-
search Center will present a program explaining the
chemistry behind the making of maple syrup. For
children 8 and older. Tuesday, March 18, 1:00 PM.
To register, call 899-4962.

Welcome Baby – Parents and infants, one year
and younger, are invited to attend our welcome baby
group. Participants will receive a welcome baby bag
with gifts and information about community re-
sources and have the opportunity to chat with other
new parents. Friday, March 21, 10:30 AM. Co-
sponsored by the Early Childhood Connection of
Chittenden County. Facilitator: Eliza Kramer.

Barry the Bat Guy – Did you know that a single
little brown bat may eat between 800 and 1000
mosquito sized bugs every hour? Come and learn
more about these amazing creatures. Friday, March
21, 6:30 PM. Recommended for adults and families
with children in grade 2 and older.

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM,
Wednesday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00
– 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Saturday
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 PM;
closed Monday. For information on any of the
library’s programs, call 899-4962.
JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY, JERICHO CTR

Our annual book and media sale fundraiser will
be held Saturday, March 22 at the Community Cen-
ter in Jericho. We are accepting books, books on
tape, DVDs, CDs, and software donations. Please
do not donate textbooks, Readers’ Digest condensed
books, encyclopedias, or magazines. Thanks to ev-
eryone who has already donated!

Monday, March 31, the library will provide an
outreach story time at the Jericho Community Cen-
ter for the Chittenden East Early Childhood Con-
nection play group. Parents and children ages birth-
5 years and siblings are welcome to join the fun!

Come celebrate National Poetry Month during
April with us! Caring for Planet Earth is the theme
for our fifth annual poetry workshop with retired
UVM Professor Mary Jane Dickerson, sponsored
by the Jericho Town Library and the Deborah
Rawson Memorial Library. The working sessions
will meet Mondays, March 31, April 7 and 14,
from 6:30 – 8:00 PM at the Jericho Town Library,
and conclude for a final evening of sharing at the
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library on Monday,
April 28 from 6:30 – 8:00 PM. Poets of all ages are
encouraged to participate. Attendance in the past
has been a mix of middle-and high school-students
and adults. Registration is required; please call 899-
4686 to sign up. A $5 donation for materials would
be appreciated.

Feeling shut in? If you are snowed in, sick, or
Libraries continued on page 10
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899-3973
22 Raceway Rd.

Jericho

863-3479
52 N. Prospect St.

Burlington

PAUL DUNKLING DDS. PC

GREG M. PENNEY DDS.

FAMILY DENTISTRY
   • One Visit Crowns

• CEREC Dentistry
• Veneers
• Whitening
• General Dentistry
• Root Canal Therapy
• Surgery & Extractions
• Implants

• Pediatric Dentistry
• Emergency Care
• Full / Partial Dentures
• Periodontal Therapy

Payment Plan Available

New Patients of all Ages Welcome

Two Convenient Locations

DENTDENTDENTDENTDENTAL CAL CAL CAL CAL CAREAREAREAREARE

EYE CARE

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Sat 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM, Weds Opening at 1:00 PM

20% Off Products

March Special SALE
EXTENDED

* Perm
* Waxing

* Manicures
* Pedicures
* AND MORE

Tanning
Available

Australian Gold
Emerald Bay • Pro Team

Hours: Mon. 9-4
Tues. & Wed. 9-7

Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 8-2
Walkins Welcome
(when time available)

644-8484 51 South Main St.
Cambridge Village

Family Cuts and Styles - Full Service Salon

Hours, Wed 10-5, Thurs 1-5, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-2

Lisa Porter,

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

Full Service Hair Salon for Men, Women & Children

Tues. 8:00-7:00, Wed.  8:00 - 7:00, Thurs. 8:00 - 3:30,
Fri. 8:00 - 6:00, Sat. 7:30 - 12:00 Walk-ins Only

Route 15   •  899-2068

BEAUTY

Libraries continued from page 9
having a hard time getting around, call us so we can bring you a good
book (large print also available) at 899-4686.

High school students needing to fulfill community service, please
consider volunteering at the library when your schedule permits. Call
or stop by!

Interested in volunteering or offering a program to the community?
Please call the library.

Story time, including craft and snack, is every Wednesday, upstairs
at 10:00 AM.

The hours for the Jericho Town Library on the Green are Monday
and Friday 1:00 – 5:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and
2:00 – 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM. For more informa-
tion call 899-4686 or email us at Jerichotownlibrary@gmail.com.

WESTFORD TOWN LIBRARY, WESTFORD
Upcoming Events:
Friday, March 7, 6:00 – 8:00 PM: Knitting group. All needle-crafters

welcome.
Book Discussions: Due to the February school break, we will have

a double-billing book discussion in March: Wednesday, March 12,
6:00 – 7:00 PM, Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen; Wednesday,
March 26, 6:00 – 7:00 PM, Atonement by Ian McEwan. Come to one
or both!

New additions to the collection include:
Adult Fiction: Chase (Cussler), Lord John and the Brotherhood of

the Blade (Gabaldon), Family Secrets (Wall), 44 Scotland Street (McCall
Smith). Paperbacks: The Hot Kid (Leonard), The Black Ice (Connelly),
Honeymoon (Patterson).

Adult Nonfiction: In Defense of Food (Pollan), Vintage Vermont
Villainies: True Tales (Bellamy), Magical Thinking (Burroughs), The
Artist’s Way (Cameron).

Juvenile Fiction: Elijah of Buxton (Curtis), Henry’s Freedom Box
(Levine), Knuffle Bunny Too (Willems), Second Grade Rules, Amber
Brown (Danziger), Poppleton in Spring (Rylant), Five Silly Fisherman
(Edwards), Swimmy (Lionni), Franklin is Lost (Bourgeois), I Like Me!
(Carlson).

Music on CD: Symphony No. 7 (Beethoven), The Best of Romantic
Favorites, Greatest Hits (Fiedler), Suites for Orchestra Nos. 1 & 2
(Bach), Sondheim: A Celebration at Carnegie, The Best of Tchaikovsky,
Greatest Hits (Gershwin), The Best of Classical Favorites, Bernstein
Greatest Hits, Waltz of the Flowers (Tchaikovsky).

Visit our recently updated website for upcoming events and new
books, CDs, and DVDs: www.westford.lib.vt.us. Our hours are
Wednesday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Friday
12:00 – 6:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. We can be
reached at 878-5639 or westford_pl@vals.state.vt.us. “Check us out!”

VARNUM LIBRARY, JEFFERSONVILLE
The Crescendo Club, along with the VT Humanities Council and

the Cambridge Arts Council, is sponsoring again this year a book
discussion group meeting at the library once a month through March.
The theme this season is Pulitzer Prize winners. Meetings are on
Saturdays, 3:00 – 5:00 PM. Books can be reserved at the library and
refreshments and lively discussion will be served. Saturday, March
15, 3:00 PM: Wallace Earle Stegner’s Angle Of Repose. What is it that
makes a book worthy of a Pulitzer? Do the characteristics change over
time? A VT Humanities Council event hosted by Varnum Memorial
Library. Led by Linda Bland. For more information, please contact the
library, 644-2117, or April Tuck, 644-6632.

New additions to the large print book shelves: Michael Connelly’s
Echo Park, Someone to Love by Jude Deveraux, and Jeffery Archer’s
False Impression. For those who enjoy books on tape, check out
David Halberstan’s The Coldest Winter. And also on the new arrival
shelf is Lee Child’s Bad Luck and Trouble, along with Orson Scott
Card’s Magic Street.

The Varnum Library is open Monday and Tuesdays 1:00 – 8:00
PM, Thursdays and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The library is at
194 Main Street, Jeffersonville.

RICHMOND FREE LIBRARY, RICHMOND
The Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., Richmond, 434-3036,

is open Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; Tuesdays
and Thursdays, 1:00 – 6:00 PM; Fridays, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM;
Saturdays, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; closed Sundays.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
World Book Web’s Complete Suite –Brownell Library patrons may

use World Book Web’s Complete Suite while using the library’s Internet
computers until September 1, 2008. The program makes reference
resources and research tools accessible for all learning levels (grade
school to grad school) with World Book Advanced, Online Reference
Center, World Book Kids, Enciclopedia Estudiantil Hallazgos, World
Dictionary, World Atlas, and many primary source documents and
editor selected websites. Patrons who wish access at home must visit
the library for a user name and password at either circulation desk.
Library hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM;
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Questions:
878-6955.

Libraries / Health

HEALTH

Blood drive March 31:
can you help?

The American Red Cross is encouraging all eligible donors in the
area to give blood on a regular basis. Blood donors can safely give
blood every eight weeks and more donors are needed to participate
routinely in this lifesaving effort.

The next opportunity to give the Gift of Life will be on Monday,
March 31 when the Red Cross comes to The United Christian
Assembly Church on Raceway Road in Jericho. Donor hours will
be from 1:00 – 6:00 PM and donors of all blood types are urgently
needed at this time.

“This is the first time that United Christian Assembly has hosted
an American Red Cross blood drive,” said Bob Broughton, volun-
teer blood drive chairperson. “We hope to see many current blood
donors from the local area.”

Because this drive is more than eight weeks from the last drive at
the Covenant Community Church in Essex and the next blood drive
at Mount Mansfield Union High School, local blood donors can
safely donate on March 31 without interfering with their eligibility
to give at the other locations.

Presenting donors at the United Christian Assembly event will
receive a coupon for a free maple crème, redeemable at the upcoming
Maple Festival in St. Albans. They’ll also receive a free sample
bottle of maple syrup from Maple Grove Farms of Vermont.

Potential donors must be at least 17 years of age, weigh a mini-
mum of 110 pounds, and be in good health on the day of donation.
For answers to specific questions about donor eligibility or to
find out more about giving blood, contact the American Red Cross
at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE or visit www.newenglandblood.org.

VNA offers spring hospice
volunteer training

Hospice of the Champlain Valley, a program of the Visiting Nurse
Association of Chittenden and Grand Isle Counties, will host a
training course for Hospice volunteers beginning on March 18. The
10-week course will be held on Tuesdays, 6:00 – 8:30 PM at the
VNA’s offices in Colchester. Registration cut-off is March 7.

The curriculum will help prepare volunteers to care for people
with terminal illness as well as provide respite and support for their
families. Session topics include an introduction to Hospice and Pal-
liative Care, the patient and family unit of care, communication, and
grief and bereavement.

For more information, contact Hospice Volunteer Coordinators
Deb Brady or Erica Marks, 860-4411.
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ORTHOPEDIC AND SPORTS PHYSICAL THERAPY
HELPING YOU GET BACK ON THE RIGHT PATH

61 Huntington Road
Richmond, VT

434-8495

We specialize in treating conditions of the muscles, tendons,
ligaments, bones, and joints. Our physical therapists provide

patients with the most progressive methods
of orthopedic and sports rehabilitation.

WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SERVING

OUR COMMUNITY

PHYSICAL THERAPY
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People

ENGAGEMENTS

CORBETT-MARCOUX
Dianne Corbett and Alan Brochu of Huntington, VT and Donald

and Edna Corbett of Essex Junction, VT announce the engagement
of their daughter, Caryl Marie Corbett of Underhill, VT, to Shawn
Robert Marcoux, son of Pierre and Lenore Marcoux of Essex Junc-
tion, VT. An August 15, 2008 wedding is planned.

DIMMICK-HANDY
James and Robin Dimmick of Underhill Center, VT announce the

engagement of their daughter, Cassie Dimmick, to Samuel E. Handy
II, son of Samuel and Pamela Handy of South Burlington, VT. A
wedding is planned for 2009.

K E N T -
M C D A R B Y
PONTELLO

Wendy and
Fred Kent of Jeri-
cho, VT an-
nounce the en-
gagement of their
daughter, Jenni-
fer Lee Kent of
Columbia, MO,
to Dominic
M c D a r b y
Pontello of Co-
lumbia, son of
K a t h l e e n
McDarby and
Michael Pontello
of St. Louis, MO.
An October 4,
2008 wedding is
planned.

K E N T -
MORIARTY

Wendy and
Fred Kent of
Jericho, VT an-
nounce the en-
gagement of their
daughter, Eliza-
beth Ann Kent of
Sebago, ME, to
Ian Shawn
Moriarty of
Sebago, son of
Donna and
Keith Moriarty
of Farmingdale,
ME. A July 19,
2008 wedding is
planned.

and her husband is director at WCAX-TV. They reside in Burlington,
VT.

JUSKIEWICZ-HOLSOPPLE
Laurie Holsopple of Milton, VT and Mark Juskiewicz of

Jeffersonville, VT were united in marriage Saturday, December 8,
2007.

The Rev. Dean Thibodeau officiated at the double-ring ceremony
at The Abbey restaurant in Sheldon, VT.

Bridesmaids were Kristyn and Lauryn Holsopple. Ushers were
Chandler and Jake Juskiewicz.

A reception followed the ceremony, after which the couple left on
a family trip to Walt Disney World.

Mrs. Juskiewicz is a human resources specialist at Colchester
School District. Her husband is superintendent of links at Lang
Farm Golf Course. They reside in Milton, VT.

LEWIS-DION
Thea Dion, daughter of

Claire Gestner of Burlington,
VT, and Roger Lewis, son of
William Lewis and Suzanne
Kusserow of Underhill, VT
and Roberta Lewis of Here-
ford, AZ, were united in mar-
riage Sunday, January 13,
2008.

The Rev. Bennett Truman
officiated at the double-ring
ceremony at the Parima Res-
taurant in Burlington, VT.

Kylie Billings and Josie
Lewis were bridesmaids. Sam
Lewis was best man.

A reception followed the
ceremony, after which the
couple left on a Caribbean
rock cruise.

Mrs. Lewis is head writer

Our father, Howard Benjamin Herr
of Jericho, VT, born December 3, 1916,
passed away on February 28, 2008 in
the Burlington Health and Rehab Cen-
ter, after a long and fulfilling life. Dad’s
favorite sayings were: “Never give up”
and “I can do anything. I’m just a kid.”
These sayings exemplified the spirit of
his life. Born into a family of four chil-
dren, he lost his own father at an early
age. He and his older brother, George,
were raised by his Aunt Nora and Uncle
Roger Brookie, while his two younger
siblings were raised by his mother, Dor-
othy Herr. He spent most of his child-
hood in Pepin, Wisconsin, a place he recalled with great fondness. It
was in Pepin that he learned to fish, a passion he maintained until
late in his life. Dad was a veteran of World War II. He served as a
navigator in the U.S. Air Force and saw the light from the bombs
bursting over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He was always happy about
the fact that he flew rescue missions, to save lives, and never had to
drop a bomb, taking lives. In 1941, he married our mom, Mary Lou
Damm, in Brazil, Indiana. Their marriage lasted 57 years until her
death in 1998. Just a few months ago, his caregiver reported that he
was singing, “Mary Lou, I Love You” as he went for his walk.
Together they had four children, all of whom are a source of support
and love for one another, a lesson we learned from our parents,
which we hope to pass along to our own children. Our dad never
wrote the great American novel, composed a world-class symphony,
led a large corporation, or held high public office. Instead, he was a
solid citizen in his community, a retired employee of General Mo-
tors, a member of the Lions Club, a former deacon in his church, a
friend to many, and a great Dad. The family would like to thank the
members of the United Church of Underhill, who were always glad
to see him in church; the Flour Shop Bakery, where he was warmly

greeted every Saturday and Sunday as he came for breakfast; the
members of the “Old Coots Club,” whose fellowship he enjoyed
over many lunches for the past few years; Priscilla Burnor and
Cindy Ryan, who provided Dad with personal care and attention;
the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, whose staff kept him sup-
plied with large-print reading materials; and Essex Rescue. We would
also like to thank Homeshare Vermont, which matched him up with
two wonderful caregivers, Emmanual Amoah and Francesca Russell.
Almost a year ago, Dad told us of a dream where a beautiful black
woman appeared at the foot of his bed. We believe that woman was
Francesca, who came to take care of Dad in July of 2007. They
developed a very special friendship and she has been a source of
support and love for us in these last few difficult weeks. Dad leaves
behind his four children: Sandra Gillim and her spouse Roger, David
Herr and his wife Susan, Barbara Haggard and her husband Greg,
and Debby Denny; his grandchildren Sebastian and Seth Gillim,
Molly Tuthill and her husband Justin, Sarah Haggard, Sam Herr,
Jacob, Shea, and Jessica Denny; and one very special great-grand-
son, Isaiah. In keeping with Dad’s wishes, his body was cremated
and his ashes mixed with those of his wife. There will be a memorial
service on Saturday, March 22, 2008 at 1:00 PM in the United
Church of Underhill. Contributions in Dad’s memory may be made
to the United Church of Underhill, Park Street, Underhill, VT 05489;
or Essex Rescue, 1 Educational Dr., Essex Junction, VT 05452.
Goodbye, Dad, we miss you and we love you. We promise to
always take care of one another as you took care of us. Arrange-
ments by Elmwood Meunier, Burlington.

Emily Frances Mitchell, 80, of Underhill
and Milton, VT, died unexpectedly Sun-
day, February 17, 2008 in Fletcher Allen
Health Care in Burlington, VT with her fam-
ily by her side. Emily was born in Scituate,
MA on June 4, 1927, the daughter of
Ferdinand and Ilda (Robinson) Feola. She
was married to Kenneth C. Mitchell on June
14, 1946, in Egypt, MA. They were mar-
ried for over 60 years. Ken died on May
10, 2006. Emily was a former member of
the OES in Hinesburg, VT. She was a very
active grandmother and enjoyed crafts and
making jewelry and Christmas ornaments.
She was a painter and an excellent seamstress. She was always doing
for others. Emily’s greatest happiness was spent with her children
and grandchildren, whom she adored. She is survived by her children
and their spouses, Kenneth Mitchell Jr. of Florida, Grant Mitchell
and Stefanie Otterson of New Mexico, Joyce Blaisdell and husband
Brad of Cambridge, VT, Deborah Mitchell and husband Larry
McIntire of Washington, and Linette Bushey and husband Leo of

OBITUARIES

Obituaries continued on page 12

St. Michael’s College sophomore Rachel Wry, daughter of Steven
and Joan Wry of Underhill, was one of ten students from St. Mike’s
who used part of their winter recess to work on the Habitat for
Humanity Collegiate Challenge in New Orleans, LA. She and her
group worked through the St. Mike’s MOVE office and rebuilt a
house in St. Tammany West, Covington, LA. Wry, a sociology ma-
jor, is a graduate of Mount Mansfield Union High School in Jericho,
VT.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
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Milton, VT; her grandchildren Tina Barup, April
Willbanks, Mike and Keith Tourville, Austin and
Colton Mitchell, Lauren Bushey and T.J. Harris;
and by many great-grandchildren. Emily is also
survived by her sister Antoinette McDonald and
husband David of Kingston, Ontario; her step-
brother Joseph Witham of Florida; her special
cousin Muriel Manning of Hinesburg; and by three
special companions, Bubbles, Cuddles, and
Capella. In addition to her husband, Kenneth Sr.,
Emily was predeceased by her brother, Ferdi Feola.
Memorial contributions may be made to the VNA,
Home Care Program, 1110 Prim Rd., Colchester,
VT 05446, or to the American Diabetes Assoc., 1
Kennedy Dr., Suite L8, So. Burlington, VT 05403.
A memorial service was held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 23 in the Minor Funeral Home in Milton.
Emily (Mom) will be dearly missed by all who
knew and loved her.

Albert J. Billings, 71, of Jericho, VT died after a
long illness, in his home with his family by his
side on Thursday, February 28, 2008. He was
born in Burlington, VT on February 11, 1937, the
son of Charles and Mary (Blair) Billings. Al served
in the Vermont Army National Guard. He was
married to Annette Beaudoin on February 6, 1960.
Al also worked as a construction laborer on sev-
eral area projects in past years. He was a member
of the American Legion in Colchester, the Regular
Veterans Association, and Moose Lodge in
Winooski. Most of all Al enjoyed socializing with
his family and friends. He is survived by his three
sons, David Billings of Colchester, VT, Daniel
Billings and his wife Lorrie of Colchester, and
Darrell Billings of Colchester; three grandchildren,
Daniel, Denise, and Tiffany; two great-grandchil-
dren, Skyler and Rylie; his mother, Mary Billings;
one sister, Patricia Hardy of Colchester; one sis-
ter-in-law, Mildred Billings of Milton; his former
wife, Annette Billings of Colchester; and several
nieces and nephews. Al was predeceased by his
father, Charles Billings; two brothers, Richard and
Louie Billings; and his longtime companion,
Kathleen Campbell. A funeral service was held on
Monday, March 3 in the LaVigne Funeral Home.
Interment will be in the spring.

Obituaries continued from page 11

Seniors / Legislative Reports / Recipe

CVAA Meals information
The Champlain Valley Agency on Aging offers

an ongoing series of special meals for groups of
seniors at a variety of restaurants in the area. The
schedule is listed below. All seniors are welcome
to join the group and enjoy lunch with neighbors
and friends. Participating seniors must be at least
60 years old, or the spouse of someone at least 60
years old. Suggested donation for meals is $3 at
Covenant Church and United Church; for meals at
other sites, $5. Transportation may be available if
needed. Reservations are required for these meals
and may be arranged ahead of time by calling 865-
0360.

Thursday, March 6 – Bridge Street Café, Rich-
mond, 11:00 AM. Turkey dinner.

Friday, March 7 – United Church, Hinesburg,
11:30 AM.

Monday, March 10 – Covenant Church, Essex
Ctr., 12:00 noon. Corn chowder, egg salad, cucum-
ber and tomato, whole wheat grinder, gingerbread
and topping.

Tuesday, March 11 – Pizza Hut, Susie Wilson
Rd., Essex Jct., 11:00 AM. All you can eat pizza
buffet.

Wednesday, March 12 – Elks, North Ave.,
Burlington, 11:00 AM. Baked salmon.

Thursday, March 13 – Ponderosa, Williston,
11:00 AM check-in, 11:15 lunch. All you can eat
buffet.

Friday, March 14 – United Church, Hinesburg,
12:00 noon. Manicotti, garden salad, Italian bread,
chocolate chip cookie.

Monday, March 17 – Covenant Church, Essex
Ctr., 12:00 noon. Baked ham, red potatoes, cab-
bage and carrots, fruit bread, fruited lime jello with
topping.

Monday, March 17 – Papa Nick’s, Hinesburg,
3:00 PM. Boiled dinner.

Tuesday, March 18 – Colonial Room, Essex
Educ. Center, Essex Jct., 12:00 noon.

Wednesday, March 19 – Dutch Mill, Shelburne
Rd., Shelburne, 11:00 AM. Baked ham.

Thursday, March 20 – Ponderosa, Williston,
11:00 AM check-in, 11:15 lunch. All you can eat
buffet.

Friday, March 21 – United Church, Hinesburg,
12:00 noon. Broccoli soup, tuna salad, lettuce ant
tomato, croissant, spice cake.

In addition, CVAA-sponsored meals for seniors
are offered on an ongoing basis at the following
establishments. For details about the special ticket
program, call 865-0360:

A.J.’s Kitchen, 85 Main St., Essex Jct. – open
menu; tickets limited. Sunday-Tuesday, 5:00 AM
– 2:00 PM, and Wednesday-Saturday, 5:00 AM –
8:00 PM.

Bridge Street Café, Richmond – breakfast, lunch,
or dinner (ordered before 5:30 PM) Monday-
Thursday. Regular menu excluding shrimp, steak,
or some specials.

Dutch Mill, Shelburne Rd., Shelburne – Tues-
day-Sunday, 7:30 AM – 2:00 PM.

Euro Restaurant, 1 Market Place, Essex – Mon-
day-Friday lunch, 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM; Mon-
day-Saturday dinner, 4:00 – 6:00 PM. Closed Sun-
days.

Old Yankee, 4A Jericho East, Jericho. Meals
Wednesday-Sunday, 3:00 - 5:00 PM. Ordering off
senior menu..

Pizza Putt, Airport Parkway, So. Burlington –
lunch or dinner, seven days a week. Choice of
spaghetti with marinara sauce or baked ziti with
tomato sauce and cheese, salad, garlic bread or
roll, soda, coffee, or milk.

Ponderosa, Williston – lunch buffet, 11:00 AM
– 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday. Tickets are limited.

St. Michael’s College, Colchester – Brunch buf-
fet Saturdays or Sundays, 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM.
Please check on monthly tickets for school clos-
ings or holidays.

Recipes By Marian Tobin

We are temporarily out of
Marian Tobin’s recipes, so here
is one of Sara’s suggestions,
made on the spur of a (very late!)
moment, using boneless, skinless
chicken thighs that had been
planned for another purpose. It
came out great, even if it doesn’t
use any garlic! It was served as the meat portion of
a meal, but with a red or green salsa or sour cream
for dipping, it could be offered it as finger food.

Spicy-rubbed chicken

6 tsp. ground cumin
6 tsp. chili powder
1½ tsp. salt
1 pound chicken tenders
light olive oil for sautéing
olive or canola oil spray
salsa, if desired

Combine the cumin, chili powder, and salt in a
large baggie.

Add the chicken to the bag, close, and shake
until the chicken is evenly coated.

Coat a cast iron or heavy non-stick pan with oil,
and/or oil spray, and heat on medium.

Add chicken in single layer. Remove pan from
heat, spray lightly with oil spray, return to heat.

Cook 5 minutes over medium heat, moving pieces
around to keep them from sticking, then turn
chicken and continue till cooked through. You may
need to turn one or more additional times, depend-
ing on chicken cut used.

Serve with salsa, if desired, and with a salad and
a side of vegetables.

LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

Notes from
Montpelier
By Rep. Bill Frank

It was great to see you at
Town Meetings this week.
There was a tabletop display
with information on Cata-
mount Health along with a bro-
chure that included an applica-
tion. If you missed it and would
like a copy, please contact me. Also at Town Meet-
ing were copies of Senator Doyle’s 2008 Town
Meeting Day Survey. This informal annual sur-
vey of 14 questions asks your opinion on issues
ranging from “Do you support the legalization of
Hemp?” to “Should the gas tax be increased to
improve our roads and bridges?” If you would like

to fill out the survey, you can find
it on my web site
www.RepBillFrank.com, and mail
or email it to me. I will post results
of the survey by the three towns
in our district, as well as for the
whole state, on my web site. On
my web site also is a Town Meet-
ing report written by Speaker
Symington and myself with a de-
scription of the major bills and
topics we have worked on during
the first half of this legislative year.
A shorter paper copy was avail-
able at Town Meetings and is in
each Town Hall and the library. If
you would like a copy mailed to
you, please call me.

The Human Service Committee
finished working on an important
bill to protect children from lead
hazards. H.352 “Protecting Chil-
dren from Lead Hazards” is built

on law enacted ten years ago and makes it easier
for those building owners that are in compliance
to remain so. For those who are not in compli-
ance, this bill also provides the muscle lacking in
the previous law that will enable us to help par-
ents protect their children from lead hazards. This
bill is part of a collaboration of other efforts that
will help bring about a comprehensive array of
services to protect our children from an irrevers-
ible lifelong affliction caused by lead. There is a
$5.8 million Federal HUD grant for the Housing
and Conservation Board to implement the require-
ment of this legislation.

I was very pleased to have James Nickerson, an
eighth grader at Browns River Middle School,
shadow me for a day last week. James was able to
witness the preliminary and final discussion of a
bill and the committee vote. There was also a two-
hour debate on the floor of the house. He met and
talked to many other legislators and was able to
hear informal discussion in my car pool.

I like to hear from you – contact me at
Rep.BillFrank@verizon.net, 899-3136 or 19 Poker
Hill Rd., Underhill, VT 05489.

From the Statehouse
Bending the Corrections cost curve
By Martha Heath

For every $1 Vermont
spends on Higher Education,
it spends $1.37 on Corrections.
The exponential growth in the
cost of Corrections in Vermont
is not sustainable. Crime rates
are down but at the same time,
more people are imprisoned for
their crimes and for
longer periods of time.
Last year the legisla-
ture, the administra-

tion, and the judiciary began work with the Coun-
cil of State Governments (CSG) to craft a solution
to the problem. CSG has had success in other states
in helping them institute policies that have led to
savings in their Corrections’ budgets.

This week the House passed a bill aimed at
reducing the cost of our Corrections system. The
focus of the bill is on nonviolent offenders with
substance abuse problems. While crime rates are
down overall, property crimes and drug crimes
have increased. Many property crimes are drug-
related; i.e., the crime is committed to raise cash to
support a drug dependency. Statistics show that
many of these offenders re-offend when they are
released into the community because their under-
lying addiction hasn’t been treated.

The bill proposes to screen this class of of-
fenders for substance abuse when they enter the
Corrections system. Reentry planning will begin
immediately and if substance abuse issues are
found, the plan for going back to the community
will include connecting the offender to substance
abuse treatment. The bill proposes initial spend-
ing of $600,000 for increased availability of treat-
ment within the community. When further savings
are realized, additional money will be spent on
transitional housing as well. These two items –
transitional housing and substance abuse treatment
– are two of the main barriers to offenders suc-
cessfully reentering the community and staying
out of prison in the future.

At the same time the House has been working
on this bill, the Senate has been working on other
proposals to save money within the system. One
proposal would close the Dale facility in Water-

Heath continued on page 13
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bury, the most expensive within the system, and reorganize the
focus of some of our other facilities. The projected savings from
these moves would also be reinvested in substance abuse treatment,
transitional housing, and electronic monitoring. CSG has suggested
that making these investments could save the state $54M over ten
years.

Bending the Corrections cost curve will not be easy. The legisla-
ture is embarking on a path with proven results in other states.
Doing nothing is certainly not a choice and this policy direction
shows real promise of producing results.

On another note, the Senate and the House agreed on an Energy
Bill last week and the governor is expected to sign it into law. I
wrote about this issue about a month ago and am very excited that
we are finally moving forward on this important initiative. The bill,
S.209, will encourage renewable energy production in the state and
expand weatherization services to low-income Vermonters. It will
also expand Efficiency Vermont’s focus beyond electricity to all
fuels, and will establish new programs to offer efficiency services
for Vermont businesses and households of all incomes. Given that
Vermonters spend over $800M more today on fossil fuels than
they did just four years ago, passage of this bill is certainly one of
the highlights of this legislative session.

If you have questions, comments or concerns about these or
other issues facing the legislature, please contact me by calling 893-
1291 or emailing at mpheath@aol.com.

Heath continued from page 12

Legislative update
By Rep. Gaye Symington

As I write this article (on February 28) for the
Mountain Gazette, the House of Representatives
is considering replacing the so-called “two-vote”
provision that was designed at the end of last
session with a more effective means of contain-
ing school spending. The vote represents an ef-
fort to improve, not repeal, cost containment.

The two-vote provision would have taken effect a year from
now in districts with above average spending where spending is
proposed to increase by a high amount. In those cases, the budget
vote on Town Meeting day would be presented in two parts.

Legislators, and in particular the Education Committee, have
been listening to Vermonters’ concerns about the two-vote provi-
sion and initially considered whether new wording would improve
it. The committee determined that dividing a budget vote into two
articles is potentially confusing to voters, regardless of the word-
ing. The committee voted to replace it by tightening the current high
spending threshold instead.

Confusion is not cost containment. If Vermonters choose to vote
down a school budget based on good information, school boards can
respond appropriately. But if they turn down a school budget due
to confusion, Vermont students lose out.

The high spending threshold works. Since the passage of the
threshold in 2005, the rate of increase in education spending has
dropped steadily. School boards and administrators have testified
that the threshold is very much in their minds as they build their
budgets. In fact, very few districts exceed the threshold, an indica-
tion that this cost containment mechanism is indeed working.

The change will be debated as the committee’s response to a floor
amendment to completely repeal the two-vote provision. The re-
peal amendment was offered by several legislators from different
political parties. The Education Committee is offering the alterna-
tive cost containment mechanism in place of an outright repeal.

In other work this session, the legislature is addressing the real
cost drivers for school and municipal budgets by initiatives to con-
tain health care and energy costs, as well as by carefully examining
mandates and reporting requirements and by avoiding state budget
choices that increase pressure on property taxes.

As always, if you have questions on these or other issues, you
can contact me at gsym@together.net.

Legislative Reports / Letters to the Editor

Officials ignore spending issues
To the Editor,

Town, state, and federal spending is out of control. The town of
Underhill had massive increases in wages last year along with mas-
sive increases in the cost to obtain permits. The state legislature
mandated much additional cost to business and permits. The federal
government is again bailing out the government using the lowering of
interest rates by the Federal Reserve. Senior retirement savings pay-
ments and company retirement plans revenues are going to be hit
hard by the massive reductions in the rate the Federal Reserve charges
member banks for federal loans. The last time there were these kinds
of reductions there was a recession. Many banks had failed, bank
stocks were at an all time low, FDIC had very little funds and was
about to fail so Congress bailed them out at that time by radically
reducing the cost of borrowing from the Federal Reserve. Banks no
longer have to borrow from the public simply because they can
borrow for much less interest from the government. Banks no longer
advertise for your savings. As a result seniors who depend on inter-
est from retirement accounts and company retirement plans are going
to have to live with much less revenue to pay retirees. The last time
the Federal Reserve lowered interest rates many retirement plans
collapsed… IBM Essex was blamed for decreases in retirement when
in fact the government itself had created the problem. On the positive
side, the federal government interest on debt is decreased simply
because they can borrow money from the Federal Reserve at the new
lower interest rate. Are you all aware that the cost of interest on the
national debt is more than 50% of all the annual revenues and that the
government owes almost 70 trillion to the Social Security Fund.
Please tell me why our elected officials are ignoring all of these facts.

Constitutionally yours,
Thomas J. Morse

Underhill

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Objects to Planned Parenthood
To the Editor,

I thank MMU students Emily Coon, Heron Russell, and others
for informing the public about the “invasive” presence of military
recruiters they feel at school. I encourage all these bright students to
research another federally funded organization wielding a large influ-
ence in schools. Since its personnel doesn’t show up in uniform like
military recruiters, their influence will be much more difficult to
recognize.

They receive federal tax dollars and deal with life and death situa-
tions. One difference from the military, however, is that their founder
promoted eugenics. Also, their recruitment doesn’t wait until high
school; they recommend curriculum for children as young as kinder-
gartners so their beliefs have more time to stick.

This organization has already invaded your generation. Approxi-
mately one-fourth of the population that would have been MMU
students are unable to opt out of the military mailing lists because
they were terminated by this
group: Planned Parenthood. They
make money by eliminating un-
born babies – 900 per year in
Chittenden County alone. They
consider it opting out of preg-
nancy.

Is there a double standard here?
Would we allow the military to

kill 900 babies a year in Chittenden
County? Would we allow the mili-
tary to perform surgical procedures
on minors as young as 13, with-
out their parents’ knowledge or
consent? Why do we let Planned
Parenthood do it?

If MMU kicks out military re-
cruiters, shouldn’t they also ban
Planned Parenthood?

Students, I urge you to use
your intelligence, open minds, and
research skills to investigate this.
You could start with
www.nrlc.org.

Kelly Bartlett
Jericho

Westford Town Office notes
Dog licenses are due Tuesday, April 1. A current rabies certifi-

cate and fee are required. The fee is $11 unless your dog is spayed
or neutered, in which case the fee is $9. If you are unsure if the
current certificate is on file, please contact the Town Office. For
your convenience, you may mail the fee and certificate along with a
S.A.S.E. and your license(s) will be mailed to you.

A rabies clinic will be held on Saturday, March 15 from 9:00
AM – 12:00 PM at the Westford town garage.

Property Taxes Due – The third installment of property taxes
is due Saturday, March 15. Payments can be mailed or dropped off
at the Town Office (for after hours, use the drop box located to the
left of the door). Payments with a postmark (postal, FedEX, or
UPS) of March 15 are considered timely.

The Westford Town Office will be closed Monday, March
24.

Attention Westford residents – your community needs you!
The Selectboard is currently accepting applications for the follow-
ing town positions:

* Conservation Commission Member – the Commission meets
the fourth Wednesday each month.

* Dog Constable – responsible for enforcing Westford’s Dog
Ordinance. Duties include, but are not limited to, handling com-
plaints with regard to dog problems in Westford, following up on
unlicensed dogs, working with the Health Officer when a dog bite
occurs, etc.

* Emergency Program Coordinator and Chemical Coordi-
nator

* Emergency Operations Plan Development Committee –
this committee (ideally five to seven members) will be responsible
for developing an Emergency Operations Plan for the Town of
Westford. The Regional Planning Commission (RPC) has created a
draft template to be customized to fit Westford’s needs.

* Town Common Committee Member
* Recreation Committee Member – duties include contribut-

ing to program offerings, community spirit, and committee meeting
participation.

* Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Represen-
tative – the board meets monthly to help establish and direct
CCMPO policies and plans for regional transportation issues in
Chittenden County. For more information, please visit
www.ccmpo.org.

* Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission
(CCRPC) Alternate Representative – Interested residents should
the Town Office (878-4587 or townclerk@westfordvt.us) for more
information.

HappyHappyHappyHappyHappy
EasterEasterEasterEasterEaster

Full Service Hair Salon for Men, Women & Children

Tues. 8:00-7:00, Wed.  8:00 - 7:00, Thurs. 8:00 - 3:30,
Fri. 8:00 - 6:00, Sat. 7:30 - 12:00 Walk-ins Only

Route 15   •  899-2068

St. Thomas Church’s annual
corned beef and cabbage dinner

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, St. Thomas Church in Underhill
Center and the Knights of Columbus Council No. 7810 will be
holding their annual Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner on Saturday,
March 15 beginning at 5:30 PM in the parish hall. Adult tickets,
$10; children ages 7-10, $5, family maximum $30. Take-out meals
will be available. For more information, please call the church office
at 899-4632.

Essex Rescue receives DHS grant
Essex Rescue has been notified through the Department of Home-

land Security, Office of Domestic Preparedness, that our 2007 As-
sistance to Firefighters, Operations and Safety grant application
has been approved, with a project total in the amount of $76,781.

Congress has directed the program office to award a limited num-
ber of grants (on a competitive basis) to Emergency Medical Ser-
vice (EMS) organizations that are not affiliated with a fire depart-
ment. This funding will be used to implement a comprehensive
wellness and fitness program for members of Essex Rescue.

“Essex Rescue has identified this wellness & fitness program as
a priority and we feel that providing the necessary tools and incen-
tives for members to improve their health will result in better per-
formance and safety to the community,” said Craig Butkus, Essex
Rescue Executive Director.

CSWD drops recycling, composting fees
Beginning Friday, February 1, CSWD eliminated the fees for

accepting All-In-One Blue Bin Recyclables and hardcover books at
its seven Drop-Off Centers. Compostable paper and food scraps
will also be accepted at no charge at Burlington, Essex, South
Burlington, and Williston Drop-off Centers only.

About a third of what gets thrown away as trash in Chittenden
County could be recycled. Mixed paper makes up one of the largest
categories of recyclables that end up in the trash. That includes
newspaper, white and colored paper, glossy, junk mail, magazines,
even window envelopes.

For a complete list of All-In-One Blue Bin Recyclables and what
else can be dropped off as compost at our Drop-Off Centers, visit
www.cswd.net or call our Hotline at 872-8111.



Page 14 Mountain Gazette • March 6, 2008School News

CESU meetings
Monday, March 10: Chittenden East Supervisory Union Nego-

tiations Committee meeting, 4:00 and 6:00 PM, Central Office,
Richmond Town Center, Richmond.

Tuesday, March 11: Underhill Center School Board meeting, 6:30
PM, Underhill Central School, Underhill Center.

Wednesday, March 12: Jericho School Board meeting, 7:00 PM,
Jericho Elementary School, Jericho.

Thursday, March 13: Mount Mansfield Union Facilities Com-
mittee meeting, 6:30 PM, Browns River Middle School, Jericho.

Thursday, March 13: MMU School Board meeting, 7:30 PM,
BRMS, Jericho.

Monday, March 17: CESU Executive Committee meeting, 7:00
PM, Central Office, Richmond Town Center, Richmond.

Tuesday, March 18: MMU Curriculum Committee meeting, 6:30
PM, Central Office, Richmond Town Center, Richmond.

Walk Safe, Bike Safe workshops
Parents, teachers, and other community members are invited to an evening

of free workshops about walking and biking safely in our hectic, auto-
centric environment. Local experts will discuss a range of health- and
safety-related topics. While the emphasis is on the safety of children, this
event is intended for the adults, who can coach kids on safe behaviors,
model such behaviors, encourage kids to use them, and improve the safety
of the environment by their own actions.

Chiropractor Dr. Mary Kintner has seen an increasing number of school-
aged children reporting back pain attributable to improper use of back-
packs. She will discuss how and why to buy and use backpacks correctly.

A Vermont State Police trooper with plenty of experience observing
driver behavior will discuss how adults can make the road safer for walking
or biking kids to share with vehicles and other road users.

Rosemary Wooden Webb, Program Coordinator and Vice President of
Program Development for Child Lures Prevention, will conduct a parent
workshop on how to protect children from sexual exploitation and abuse.
Participants will learn how to recognize the lures sexual predators use to
abuse, exploit, and abduct children, as well as how to avoid them.

Dr. Suzy Harris uses Nutritional Response Testing to make individual-
ized recommendations about diet and other factors to support the body’s
ability to heal itself. She will discuss simple, stress-free ways that parents
and kids can make food choices that support both a healthy, active lifestyle
and the sustained focus students need.

The workshops will be presented in the Jericho Elementary School
gymnasium on Wednesday, March 19, from 6:30 – 8:00 PM. Healthy
snacks (of course!) will be provided, and child care is available by reserva-
tion. There will be door prizes, too! Presented by the JES Safe Routes to
School program. RSVP to JessePelton@gmail.com or 899-8966.

BRMS team wins
Stock Market Game

The Stock Market Game™ gives students the chance to invest a
hypothetical $100,000 in an on-line portfolio. To win, a team must
invest at least $50,000 in five different stocks (or mutual funds) by
the fifth week of the game. At the end of ten weeks, the team with
the most money wins. Every grade 6 math class at Browns River
Middle School participated by researching stocks and their prices,
creating a table, and estimating the quantity of stock they would
purchase. Only two days of math classes were dedicated to this
game, but the students were allowed to trade for up to ten weeks.

Congratulations to Anna Wright, Emma Dodds, Dakota Jones
and Adam Oler for placing first in the state (of 82 teams in the
elementary division) and fifth overall (of 497 teams, including high
school!). The students invested primarily in Google but also owned
shares of Microsoft, Apple, and IBM. Each student on the winning
team will receive a $50 U.S. Savings Bond. The second place el-
ementary team in the state was comprised of Katherine DeRuyck,
Lauren Hunt, and Sam Lewis. This team invested most of their
money in Apple, but also held shares of Kelloggs, Microsoft,
Nintendo, and Pepsi.

BRMS’ winning Stock Market team, from left: Emma Dodd, Anna
Wright, Adam Oler, and Dakota Jones.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

MMU students shine at Creative ReUse
Congratulations to all the students of the Technology of Science

class and the Environmental Studies class, taught at Mount
Mansfield Union High School by Jon Harris and Dan Tolle, who
submitted artwork to the Chittenden Solid Waste District’s Cre-
ative ReUse Showcase art competition, a recycled art contest orga-
nized by the Chittenden Solid Waste District open to all Chittenden
County high school students. Among a total of 99 entries from area
schools, this year MMU’s Lucas Campbell and Kyle McDevitt
won the Global Warming Awareness Grand Prize Award with their
creation “Gambling with Our Future” using discarded computer
parts and building foam insulation to create their art piece. Other
students’ art work receiving honorable mentions are: Derek
Lautenschlager’s “Bird Feeder” made from discarded clock parts,
Christopher Boremann and Tom Beaudoin’s “Population Clock”
made from discarded clock parts, and Mike Shaw and Galen Hagen-
Peter’s “The Gnar Mountain Shredding Ski” constructed out of an
old bike, skis and a snowboard.

Lucas Campbell (left) and Kyle McDevitt, students at MMU in
Jon Harris’ Technology of Science and Environmental Studies
classes, with their winning entry in CSWD’s Creative ReUse
ReCycle contest.                                        PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

CESU, LNSU students
win at Engineers Day

Results have been announced for the 2008 UVM College of
Engineering and Mathematical Sciences Engineers Day Activities
for elementary, middle, and high school students held Thursday,
February 15 at the Vermont Air National Guard. Elementary stu-
dents from Cambridge, CESU middle schoolers from Browns River
Middle School in Jericho, and students at Lamoille Union High
School won and placed in a variety of interesting and challenging
engineering tasks. Congratulations to our students, who earned these
awards.

Edible Cars (sponsored by the Society of Women Engineers): in
the Distance competition, the BRMS team (Nicholas Adams,
Madeline Besso, Donovan Rhoads) won first place, with another
BRMS team (Cameron, Clarissa Davis, Katie Macone, David Shank)
placing third. In the Desire to Eat category, the Cambridge Middle
School team (Beth McMurray, Nick Kellner, Adam Blaisdell) won,
with BRMS teams taking second (Joleen Christie, Donald Mayville,
Liam Osler, Grayden Shand) and third (Brian Wilson, Felicia
Forsyth, Katherine Huntley, Justin Martin) places respectively.
BRMS rounded out a strong showing of Edible Cars by placing
second in the Design category (Sabrina Barton, Luke Rohrer, Emma
Ruegsegger, Kyle Villeneuve).

Bottle Rockets (sponsored by the American Society of Me-
chanical Engineers – ASME): Lamoille Union High School’s Chris
Stead and Pete Pollander placed second, 7.25 seconds. In third

place were Cam-
bridge Elementary’s
Mac Rogers and Sa-
rah Reineke, 6.66
seconds.

The Passive He-
licopter Unique De-
sign Award was won
by Lamoille Union
High School stu-
dents Justin Stowe
and Sam Fagan.

Jon Gailmor wrapped up his week-long residency at Underhill
Central School with a concert February 21. The students wrote,
created, and performed their own songs. Jon worked with each
class, sorting through their inspiring thoughts to create one musi-
cal message. Congratulations to the students for such an excellent
job. Thank you to the UCS PTO and the VT Arts Council for
making this possible. Most of all we would like to thank Jon for
his inspiration and friendship.     PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

The UCS grade 3-4 students were
honored with a visit from not
one, but two well-known Ver-
mont artists the other week: Geof
Hewitt (left), a poet and consult-
ant for the state, and Jon
Gailmor (right), musician
extraordinaire. To see and hear
poetically inspired writing and
student written songs coming
from several different rooms at
once is a pretty great thing!

Happy
Birthday
Patrick
Boutin!

Love,
Dave,
Brenda
and family
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1983 2008

899-3313

Organic and Natural Foods,
subs, soups, salads & pizza

daily beer and wine specials,
Gerard’s Bread &  Flatbread,

movie rentals,
Vermont t-shirts & gifts

25 Jericho Center Circle

Russell and Karen Bushey owners/operators

K&R AUTOMOTIVE

Located on Route 15 between Underhill & Cambridge

802-899-1043

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM •  Monday - Friday
Saturday by Appointment

• Hunter 4W
Alignment Machine
• State Inspections

• Transmission Power Flush
We do it all - mini to major jobs!

Visa/Mastercard • Discover

Shocks
Mufflers
Brakes
Front End Parts
Used Vehicles

Young writers retreat: 35 young writers from MMUHS and BRMS met at the Jericho Town Library for a fun day of writing and learning on Friday, February 8. Author Kimberly K. Jones shared with writers
the secrets of writing and the revision process.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Young writers attend conference at Jericho Town Library

Jericho Youth League registration
Jericho Youth League will host walk-in registrations for the spring

baseball season at Jericho Elementary Monday and Tuesday, March
10 and 11 from 6:30 – 7:30 PM. Boys and girls ages 5-12 who live

Thunder Road sees growth
The 2007-08 off-season has seen an exciting number of talented

stock car racers make a move to the next level of competition at
Barre’s Thunder Road. After spending time in a developmental divi-
sion, no fewer than ten drivers will continue upward in their careers.
But in a change from recent years, all four divisions of Thunder
Road – and its regional cousin, the American-Canadian Tour – will
reap the benefits.

It appears that groups of three and four drivers are making a move
from one division to the next tier of competition for 2008, with each

departing class creating room for a set of talented newcomers. The
intermediate NAPA Tiger Sportsman class will welcome four new
drivers, including 20-year-olds Bobby Therrien of Hinesburg and
Josh Demers of Middlesex, Williamstown’s Mike Ziter, 23, and
East Barre’s Cody Blake, who turned 16 last month.

Therrien drew headlines in 2007 by winning a record six feature
races and becoming the first driver to take the Allen Lumber Street
Stock Championship and Rookie of the Year titles in the same sea-
son. Ziter was also a rookie Street Stock winner a year ago, and was
in the thick of the championship battle the entire year. Demers
earned a Street Stock victory in 2006, while Blake was a three-time
winner at New Hampshire’s White Mountain Motorsports Park in
the Strictly Stock division last season. Blake and Therrien previ-
ously competed at Thunder Road with the Northeastern Kart Club.

Therrien joins his older brother, multi-time winner Tom, in the
Sportsman division. Ziter’s father-in-law, Dan Beede, won the pres-
tigious Chittenden Milk Bowl in 1991, as well as the 1987 Thunder
Road Flying Tiger title. Blake’s father, Greg, was also the 1989
Flying Tiger “King of the Road.” The equipment the young drivers
will compete with is impressive: Therrien has purchased the 2007
championship car of Nick Sweet, while Demers will pilot the car
Shawn Fleury drove to two Thunder Road titles. Ziter purchased a
car that was driven to the 2006 Tiger Sportsman Series champion-
ship from Chuck Beede.

As these young men change division, they will be replaced by a
strong group of former Power Shift Online Junkyard Warriors, in-
cluding 2007 Champion Bunker Hodgdon of Hardwick, who will be
joined in the Street Stocks by David Whitcomb of Elmore and
Leonard Sanborn of Graniteville, each a feature winner last season.
Like its counterparts, the Warrior division will see a handful of new
entry-level racers, with drivers Justin Hathaway, Lance Donald,

Allen Lumber Street Stock Champion Bobby Therrien will move
to the NAPA Tiger Sportsman division at Thunder Road.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

and Merrill Bashaw, Jr. signing on.
Both divisions will be well-represented in the top-tier Late Model

ranks. Barre’s Nick Sweet, 23, Northfield’s Matt White, 34, and
Tyler Cahoon of Danville, 27, plan to compete on a full-time basis
in either Thunder Road’s weekly series or on the traveling ACT Late
Model Tour in the northeastern United States and Canada. Sweet
and White have been in the NAPA
Tiger Sportsman spotlight for
three seasons; Sweet was the
division’s 2007 Champion, while
White was the runner-up in 2006
and the fifth-place finisher last
year. Cahoon was the 2000 Thun-
der Road Street Stock Champion.
Sweet got his start in the Street
Stocks in 2003, while White, after
winning the M&M Beverage
Enduro 200, raced in the Warrior
class in 2004. Cahoon has made
select ACT and Thunder Road ap-
pearances in his Late Model dur-
ing recent seasons, while White
made a spectacular debut last Sep-
tember, qualifying for the 44th An-
nual Chittenden Milk Bowl.

Thunder Road’s 49th season
opens with the Merchants Bank
150 for the ACT Late Model Tour
on Sunday, May 4. For informa-
tion, call (802) 244-6963 or visit
www.thunderroadspeedbowl.com.

Register for Underhill
Little League

Please come to Little League reg-
istration for Underhill kids on
Tuesday-Wednesday, March 25-26
at Browns River Middle School,
6:00 – 8:30 PM.

Hamlin captures fourth state title,
third New England Championship
MMU senior enters New England
Wrestling Hall of Fame

Robert Hamlin '08 won his third straight New England High School
Wrestling Championship. Hamlin's 5-4 decision over Maine's Josh
Eon in the 171-pound final gave the senior his three-peat plus an
automatic induction into the New England Wrestling Hall of Fame,
said MMU coach Harley Brown. Timberlane (NH) won the team
competition, edging Mount Anthony (73 to 64.5 points). MMU
finished tenth with 32 points. Travis Garrett '09, who captured his
first Vermont state title, finished sixth at New England's in 145.

 "I love it here in Vermont," said Hamlin, who wrapped up his
Vermont career with a 168-3 record. "Not a lot of state tournaments
that you can go to where everybody knows everybody. It's a great
crowd. A lot of people put down Vermont because we are not the
toughest state in the country, but I wouldn't want to come from any
other state."

in the towns of Jericho and West
Bolton are eligible to participate.
Farm league, softball, and major
and minor baseball divisions are
available. For detailed information,
please visit our website
www.eteamz.com/jyl/ or for regis-
tration information, call Deb
Kesler, 899-2043.

MMU Wrestling takes third
at NVAC Tournament

Congratulations to Tad Bliss, Kyle Beane, and Travis Garrett for
placing first; Derek Bolduc, Justin Raymond, and Josh Morin for
second; and Tony Barrows for third at the NVAC Tournament at
Middlebury.                                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

3 Cougars earn All-Academic
All Star awards

Cathleen Loughlin, Elise Corriveau, and Laura Till were all named
to the Vermont Hockey League All-Academic team for having a
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher. (Team photo, left.)

Accolades keep pouring in for Cougars
Congratulations to Bob Smith who was voted Vermont Lake

Hockey League Coach of The Year.  Sara Till and Cathleen Loughlin
were also first team All-Lake Division selections.

Send us your news!
mtgazette@earthlink.net

TexasTexasTexasTexasTexas
Hold’emHold’emHold’emHold’emHold’em
TournamentTournamentTournamentTournamentTournament
Sun. April 6
Eagles Club

Route 109, Jeffersonville

$60.00 one-time buy-in
Limited Seating

Must be at least 18 to attend

Pre-register by calling

644-2490
Registration at door 8-9:30 AM

Games Begin at 10 AM

B.Y.O.B.
Refreshments Available

To Benefit Eagles Charity Fund,
a non-profit organization.

Call 644-2490
for more information
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Tom Nugent
73 Stevensville Road
Underhill
RE/MAX Preferred

Office: (802) 862-9700 Ext. 12
1-800-998-2931

Home: 899-4488

Need somebody here with cars,
boats, a serious hobby, and/or a
home business! This Lindal cedar
chalet has soaring (and aromatic!)
cathedral ceilings and a western,
kiln-dried cedar finish through-
out.  Lemme see: two bedrooms,
one and a half baths, a loft area, a
two-car garage and a back door
leading to a patio/deck above that

garage. New carpet and vinyl, new roof, an acre with a ROW to the stream
out back and, of course, that hobbyist’s aforementioned outbuilding! It
measures 42’x28’, it’s heated, and has a high, overhead door that you might
get your home-built rocket ship (or oversized backhoe) into and then out
again. $235,000 in Underhill. Of interest? Call us!

tion of the departing Board members and of his work on the Long
Range Planning Committee, which has disbanded in favor of the
consolidation agenda. A multi-school group is examining the pos-
sibility of combining, in some way, the Underhill Central, U.I.D.,
and Jericho Elementary Schools.

Jericho voters sent Laura Zambarano, who ran unopposed, to the
JES School Board for a two-year term. According to Town Clerk
Jessica Alexander, a write-in effort by Wayne Segear for a three-
year Board position, on the ballot with no name, needed 31 votes to
be elected, but failed by only two votes. That position remains va-
cant. A third seat on the Board became open with Diane DeRuyck’s
resignation effective as of Town Meeting. The Selectboard will ap-
point members to the two open JES Board positions, to serve unex-
pired terms until the next election opportunity in March 2009.

After discussion of budget items and issues including energy ef-
ficiency, health insurance, student activities, the building’s capital
plan, and CESU-teacher contract negotiations, the un-amended
Article III budget of $3,666,961 passed, nearly unanimously, on
voice vote.

Article IV, a $1,785,000 bond for renovating JES rest rooms for
handicapped accessibility, was withdrawn by the Board, as bond-
ing should be addressed by an Australian ballot issue, and will be at
a later date, possibly in September.

Under Article V – Other Business, resident Chris Sims noted the
disparity between school budget increases vs. household incomes,
and proposed a motion that the school turn down its thermostats by
five degrees to save fuel. Kathleen Walsh suggested an amendment
to that motion, to expand the original motion beyond fuel to an
array of concepts and actions that involve cost and resource usage
in the school to student learning. Eventually, the amendment was
withdrawn in favor of the straightforward five-degrees-down mo-
tion, which was rejected by a voice vote.

Resident Tracy Wright asked for an update on last fall’s bomb
threats. According to JES Principal Vicki Graf, as of December, the
Vermont State Police investigation is still open. “We still don’t know
who wrote the threats in the school,” she said. The case is not closed,
not solved, but the school has put procedures in place to restrict
access to the school to a door that is monitored by school staff with
both video and audio – but inconspicuously, so no there is no ap-
parent challenge to people known to school staff. “We know who is
in our building at any time of day,” said Graf. “We did not know
before; now we do.” The school has also begun tracking older
children’s trips to bathroom – threats were written by hand on bath-
room walls. There have been no recurrences of threat or events to
worry about, said Graf. The new front door monitoring system is
working well without being unfriendly. The school has also imple-
mented an AlertNow system for notifying families of emergencies
as well as early closings.

The JES school meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM, to applause.

Moving on: powerful tips
for selling your home

Maybe you’re moving to a larger home to accommodate a grow-
ing family, relocating for a new career opportunity, or purchasing a
townhouse for retirement. Whatever the reason for the move, you’ll
need to take the necessary steps to sell your home for the best pos-
sible price, within a reasonable amount of time. Where do you be-
gin?

If you’re like most people, you’ll start by seeking assistance from
a professional. A local real estate sales associate, who knows your
neighborhood, can help you determine a fair market price. The sales
associate should also recommend the extent to which you should
make repairs or improvements to your house.

In order to select a real estate professional who’s right for you,
ask family, friends, and neighbors for referrals. Attend open houses
and interview several sales associates to find out how professional
or experienced they may be. Get a written outline of how they plan
to market your property and the services they will offer you.

Once you’ve identified a qualified professional, the rest is chem-
istry. Is the sales associate someone with whom you would like to
work closely? Do you feel comfortable with the sales associate as
your partner, working with you to give you advice and acting as
your representative? Does he or she practice a consultative selling
approach, focusing on the long-term client relationship and on the
importance of exceeding client needs and expectations or is he or
she caught up in the proverbial ‘hard sell?’

The brokerage firm that your agent is associated with is also im-
portant. Research the firm’s success rate and commitment to qual-
ity service. Does it survey existing clients in order to ensure cus-
tomer satisfaction? What are the results of those surveys? How in
tune are they with consumer needs? Do they offer guidance with
mortgages or any discounts for other home related or moving ser-
vices?

Determining your home’s fair market value is one of the most
important decisions you’ll make during the home-selling/buying
process. Your sales associate can help you set a fair price based on
local market conditions. For instance, she or he will provide sale
prices and other statistics of homes similar to yours that have re-
cently been sold. Prospective buyers will be comparing your home
to others on the market. Therefore, setting a comprehensive price
can determine if your property will or will not sell.

For the first offer made, it’s rare that the prospective buyer matches
the asking price. If the offer is reasonably close to the asking price,
carefully consider the offer before you consider turning it down.
Curiously, it’s the first offer that can often be the best offer. If the
first offer is unacceptable to you, it may be in your best interest to
have your sales associate respond with a counter offer. Whenever
considering an offer, ask yourself if you would purchase the prop-
erty for the amount being offered. Always be willing to negotiate,
especially if the prospective buyer is pre-qualified for a mortgage.

Once you decide what terms are acceptable, let your sales associ-
ate negotiate with the prospective buyer to work out the best agree-
ment for you. You’ll need to be patient while the buyer arranges
financing and as the real estate company compiles and prepares
pertinent data.

Careful planning and sound advice from a real estate professional
can make selling your home a very satisfying experience.

Jessica Steel is a realtor with Century 21.

chairman Mark Hale replied, because the town pond needs to be
upgraded as well as additional equipment purchased. He also said
the committee is planning a winter carnival for next February. “These
will cost some money,” Hale said.

The field is part of the Central School property and the School
Board has a contract with a mower to keep the school lawns cut, but
not the field. The committee may approach the Central School Board
to include the Little League field in the overall mowing contract.

Several voters said they want some comprehensive way to re-
duce speeding, especially on Pleasant Valley Road, the River Road,
and Poker Hill Road, the three main town arteries. Seth Friedman
said that even though Vermont State Police patrol the town, motor-
ists still speed. “It’s not working and we need to find the money (to
make it work),” he said. “Let’s do something about it, let’s change
this.”

Two attempts were defeated to add $5000, one for an electronic
speed sign, and the other for the Selectboard to come up with a
comprehensive plan to reduce speeding and report to next year’s
Town Meeting.

John Barbour offered an amendment to the budget for $5000 for
the electronic sign, but Guy Kennedy stood to comment: “I think
you are putting the cart before the horse.” He suggested the
Selectboard research the matter first.

Derek Bellin then offered an amendment calling on the voters to
approve $5000 for the Selectboard to come up with a comprehen-
sive plan for traffic speed control.

After the last amendment failed, Selectboard member Dan
Steinbauer quipped: “I believe we are getting the message.” He prom-
ised the Board would take up the matter at its next meeting.

Voting in the Presidential primaries, Underhill voters favored
Obama over Clinton 691-358, with Kucinich getting five votes and
Edwards eight in the Democratic race. McCain took the Republi-
can primary with 185 votes; other candidates results: Huckabee 31;
Ron Paul 23; Romney 14; Giuliani three.

Jericho Schools continued from page 1

Underhill continued from page 1

Pancakes for breakfast
Jericho Congregational Church’s Youth Group is holding a

fundraiser, coming up soon. It is the annual Pancake Breakfast, to
be held in JCC’s fellowship hall on Saturday, March 15, from 7:00
AM – 11:00 AM. Tickets are available in advance (adults $4, fam-
ily $12, 10 and under $3) or at the door(adults $5, family $15, 10
and under $5), from members of JCC’s Youth Group. If you don’t
know a member, please contact the church office at 899-4911, or
email the Youth Pastor at gcgjcc@comcast.net.

Vermont authors given a voice
A former bookseller and marketing professional has created a

speakers bureau, the first of its kind in the state, that specializes in
scheduling speaking engagements for Vermont authors. Elaine
Sopchak is the former co-owner of The Book Rack & Children’s
Pages of Essex, which closed in March 2007. After that, Sopchak
says she looked at her options. “I had ideas, skills, and great con-
tacts. Not to mention that I couldn’t imagine life without working
in the book business in some way.” She adds, “I am extremely grate-
ful that the friends I made as a bookseller were still there even after
I closed the store.”

One friend in particular, mystery author Archer Mayor, offered
Sopchak an opportunity as a combination booking agent/publisher,
securing speaking engagements for Mayor while helping him re-
publish his out of print mysteries. Their partnership has been a suc-
cess, and their publishing venture continues with a new audiobook
of Mayor’s first mystery in development.

The success of the partnership got Sopchak to thinking about the
many other authors she knew who were looking to enhance their
visibility. The result is Vermont Voices Marketing Services LLC,
which Sopchak officially started in December 2007, with a website,
www.vermont-voices.com, launched on March 3. So far, Vermont
Voices represents eight authors.

The company books speaking engagements for its clients.
Sopchak says, “Groups of all kinds are in need of speakers for an-
nual meetings, conferences, seminars and similar gatherings. Until
now, there hasn’t been a place for authors and groups in need of
speakers to communicate. Vermont-voices.com can now serve that
need.”

In the future, Sopchak hopes to add more authors to the website.
“There are dozens of extremely talented writers in our state – nov-
elists, poets, essayists and more – who deserve a larger audience. I
look forward to bringing more authors on board and helping to
bring greater recognition to their work.”

The Mountain Gazette is online
www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

so check us out.
We have placed the entire paper
online including advertisments.

For more information call
Brenda or Sara at 899-4431.

Backcountry skiers test skills
at BC Challenge Race

The Catamount Trail Association along with Bolton Valley Re-
sort and the Trapp Family Touring Center will host the 1st Annual
Catamount Trail Backcountry Challenge Race on March 8th. The
16 kilometer event will be a mass start cross-country ski race from
the Trapp Family Touring Center to Bolton Valley Resort via the
Catamount Trail.

Unlike other cross-country ski events, the race will be 70% on
ungroomed ski trails and participants will be limited to only one
pair of skis and poles for the entire distance. Racers will encounter
a 2420 ft. vertical climb from Nebraska Notch Rd to the highest
elevation on the Catamount Trail and then descend 1820 vertical ft.
on a narrow trail to the Bolton Valley Touring Center. Each indi-
vidual is encouraged to bring a small backpack with food, water,
and extra clothes since there are no aid stations on the course. Climb-
ing skins will be allowed.

The event is designed for expert skiers who have a good under-
standing of backcountry skiing and all the potential weather and
snow conditions it can expose. There will be a post race food and
Race entry will be limited to 75 participants with no race day entry.
Karhu, Rossignol, Bolton Valley, Trapp Family Lodge, and Turtle
Fur will sponsor the event. For more information, go to
www.catamounttrail.org.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
TOWN OF BOLTON

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

The Bolton Development Review Board will hold public hearings
on March 26th, 2008, beginning at 7:00 pm at the Bolton Town
Office, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway (RT 2), to consider
the following applications under the Bolton Land Use &
Development Regulations:

1. Request by Michael Kokell for final subdivision review
of a 6-lot, 7-unit planned residential development, to
include three single family homes, two duplexes, and
one common lot, under Section 6.5 and Articles 7 and 8
of regulations.  The property is located on the Bolton
Valley Access Road in the Resort Residential (RR)
District, Parcel ID #6-3003501.

2. Requests by the Town of Bolton for amendments to
existing approvals for the Bolton Town Office to
include, a) request, on appeal, for an amended variance
from district rear setback requirements under Sections
9.5 and 9.6 of the regulations for the construction of a
roof over the rear entrance, and b) request for amended
site plan approval for a proposed landscaping plan
under Section 5.3 of the regulations.  The property is
located on Route 2 in the Village I (VI) District, Parcel
ID #15-2003045.

Participation in the hearing process is required to appeal a
decision of the Development Review Board.  Plans and informa-
tion for these applications may be viewed at the Town Office
during regular business hours.

Sharon Murray
Development Review Board Chair

LEGAL NOTICES

2008 Jericho continued from page 1

crease per pupil in middle and high school. According to Machia, it
costs more to educate older students and the high school’s assess-
ment is greater. Each student is assigned a weighted value and that
is used in the calculation.

Phil Farr, Selectboard chair, spoke about the actual 3.97% in-
crease in the Smilie School budget and explained some unexpected
issues that had to be addressed immediately during the last budget
year, including a new well pump and roof patches. He went on to
say that there would be discussions about long-range building up-
grades. “We are starting to work out a plan to upgrade the heating
and ventilation system at the school,” stated Farr. “We plan to have
it put together so we can present a bond to the citizens of Bolton for
a vote sometime between June and September of this year.”

Mark Andrews questioned the enrollment numbers at Smilie and
wanted know what the projected numbers were for the 2008-09
school year and in four to five years. Principal Ilene Levitt believes
that the enrollment for the next school year will hold steady at about
77 students. “I can’t project five years down the road,” Levitt com-
mented. “Some of those children haven’t been born.”

According to Farr, Smilie has an experienced staff and so sala-
ries are higher. “Our students performed well on the NECAP test,
whether they received reduced lunches or not,” said Farr. He attrib-
uted the success of the students on the tests to the teaching staff’s
experience and abilities.

An article that would have provided a $10 per meeting stipend to
each School Board member was not warned and could not be voted
on. Town Clerk Deb LaRivière stated that she would check with
VT Secretary of State Deb Markowitz’s office on the proper proce-
dure to follow to correct the situation.

It was reported that Cathie Costello and Fred Kenny were not
seeking reelection to the School Board. Bolton representative to
the MMU board Richard Read was resigning after 17 years. He
stated that he was traveling so much now for work that he didn’t
feel he could give the town of Bolton their best representation.

Ann Whitman, who had worked for nine years on the Smilie

School Board, expressed an interested in being appointed to the
position. Andrew Pond asked to be written in on the ballot for the
open Smilie School Board position.

Jerry Mullen suggested that the warnings be printed larger and
on that note, the School Meeting closed.

The Town Meeting portion of the night passed as quickly, again
only 34 minutes long. Moderator Joss Besse called the meeting to
order and read through the articles to be voted on by Australian
ballot.

Selectboard chair John Devine introduced Doug Weber, a mem-
ber of the Cycle Conservation Club of Vermont. Devine stated that
he had originally been approached by Ray Atwood about the use of
the Sara Holbrook property. Weber spoke about the projected use
of the property but made it clear that everything hinges on environ-
mental and conditional use permits. The property is a Class 2 Wet-
land and only about half of the 16 acres might be developable. Jerry
Mullen asked what would happen if the land was conveyed to the
CCC of VT and they could not get permits: would they then be able
to sell the land? Both Weber and Devine agreed that the transfer-
ence of the property would have conditional clauses yet to be worked
out. Weber stated that if they could not get permits, they would not
accept the land.

There were also questions about parking and right-of-way. We-
ber thought that they had to approach VTrans about it, and a mem-
ber of the Bolton’s Conservation committee clarified by saying that
they had investigated the right-of-way and it belongs to the rail-
road.

A resident asked if the CCC of VT would be assessed taxes on
the property. He also wanted to know the property value. John
Devine told the audience that taxes would be assessed on a $30,000
appraisal.

The Town Report was accepted and it was reported that D.G.
Morin brought the Town Office construction in at 4% over budget.

Mike Rainville, a member of Richmond Rescue, asked that their
request for funds be changed from $7500 to $11,000. He explained
that the rescue squad had had to hire a full-time person to staff their

offices. Paula Gervia questioned if the increase in revenue was spread
throughout all of the communities that the squad covers. Rainville
reported that there was a 2% increase across the board requested.
The article was amended and that being the only question raised,
the voters passed an amended town budget of $704,345 by a voice
vote, again no nays.

When Article IV, which discussed paying Selectboard members
$10 per meeting, was brought before the voters, Jerry Mullen sug-
gested that they amend it to include paying the School Board mem-
bers $10 per meeting out of the town budget. A discussion on the
issue ensued and it was brought to a voice vote. When the Town
Clerk and the Moderator could not agree on the count of hands,
members of the audience were asked to proceed to opposite sides
of the auditorium to be counted. The article passed 33-31.

On the Australian ballot, Bolton voters spoke on several town
positions, including a three-year Selectboard position won by Gene
Armstrong, 161 ; a two-year Selectboard position won by Daniel
Champney, 225; one-year School Moderator Joss Besse, 400; and
the town Grand Juror’s one-year position which went to Deb
LaRiviere, 413. Other position that were filled were School Board
Director for two-years Michael Woods, 392; School Board Direc-
tor for three-years Andrew Pond, 57; School Board Moderator for
one-year Joss Besse, 392.

Also on the ballot were town lister’s positions: a three-year posi-
tion that went to Jeremy King, 307, and Theresa Stockwell, 360;
town constable for one-year Gene Armstrong, 400.

The voters of Bolton passed the 1/4 cent on tax rate for conserva-
tion land, 240 yes -92 no. Voters voted down the transfer of the
Sara Hollbrook, 147 yes -273 no.

Bolton Town continued from page 1

issues but did offer a solution.
Essex Rescue is providing a File of Life Card that you fill out

and attach to your refrigerator. This allows first response per-
sonnel access to pertinent information should you not be able to
provide it. Jenny Hughes asked about services on Phelps Road,
recently changed to one-way. Her question: “Do emergency vehicles
have to follow the one-way signs?” According to Fairfax represen-
tative Mike Spaulding, they can choose the quickest way to get to
you. By law, they can go the wrong way on a one way street.

Another issue raised was the perception of the quality of care
between a small rescue and a large one. Spaulding explained that
the care standards are mandated by law and, large or small, they
have to adhere to the same quality of care.

More comments arose about the town roads portion of the bud-
get. Stacie Pomeroy wanted to inform the community of a new group
forming. The Chittenden County Local Roads Group would allow
towns to join together to purchase supplies like culverts in quantity,
affording each community a savings. Another Westford resident
asked about whether the plastic culvert problem from last town meet-
ing had been solved. When he contacted the company that provided
the culverts, highway foreman Gary Estus said the company’s stan-
dard answer was, “You must have installed them wrong.” No com-
pensation was received for the faulty product by Westford or any
other community that he was aware of.

It was reported that the highway department wanted to purchase
a new excavator for $160,000. $50,000 of the price would come
from the reserve fund and they intend to trade in the old grader.

The tax rate was set at .6255 per $100,000, translating to $625.50
per $100,000 of the appraised property value. That reflected a $70.00
per $100,000 increase over the 2007 budget.

One Westford resident wanted to know the process of changing
the vote from being decided on the floor of the meeting to an Aus-
tralian ballot. It was explained to her that she would have to get a
petition and have 5% of the registered Westford voters to sign it.

Then the issue would be warned for a meeting. She had hoped that
the balloting could be changed to Australian ballot for this Town
Meeting vote.

The issue of reassessment was raised and Selectboard chair David
Tilton explained about finding out if they could do a sample assess-
ment or if they would have to perform a full assessment. Either way
the funds had been figured into the budget.

On the Australian ballot, Westford voters spoke on several town
positions, including a three-year Selectboard position won by Dave
Tilton, incumbent, not opposed, 581; and the town Treasurer’s three-
year position, which went to Charlotte Vincent, 591.

Also on the ballot were two Auditor positions: a three-year posi-
tion that went to Benjamin Ware, 570 ; and a race to fill an Auditor
position with two years left, which went to Lois Reynolds, 542. Not
enough votes were cast to fill the three-year Lister position.

Presidential race democratic results: Clinton 211, Obama 329,
Edwards 8, Kucinich 4. Republician results: Giuliani 1, Huckabee
17, McCain 75, Ron Paul 10, Romney 10.

Westford continued from page 1
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getting to fuel. The cost of diesel is outstripping gasoline – “Who
could have known?” he said. “We will do what we need to do. We
will find the money” to complete the year,” Penniman said.

On Line 163 – Road Infrastructure Fund – in 2006 under act 200
and looking at the likelihood that state reimbursements would de-
cline (down a reported 30% this year), the town was asked to estab-
lish a reserve fund for this item. Last year, the Town Meeting war-
rant did not go for a bond to fund this line item, but instead came to
voters for $160,000 per year to establish a reserve fund. The same
investment is envisioned for next two to three years to support this
plan. The need is to invest $400,000 per year to support needed
road work. State grants help fund much of this; Jericho’s yearly
investment to its reserve fund helps to leverage state grants. On
how funds are used on road maintenance, Penniman gave as an
example, “Our policy is to rebuild/maintain our gravel roads – you
don’t pave a bad gravel road, you have to rebuilt the base first.” He
cited the improved condition of one section of Skunk Hollow Road
after it was rebuilt to illustrate.

Resident Tom Baribault, who served on a group to evaluate alter-
natives to road salt in Jericho, said, “I’m curious as to how the
prose relates to the budget here, because” sees no note of it in the
budget.” Again Penniman answered, that two years ago in response
to the issue raised at Town Meeting a task force was set up to look
at alternatives to salt. The task force recommended last year to try
“liquid salt,” and based on the measured success of last year, the
town equipped a second truck, as it seems to keep the sand on the
road better when the products are used in conjunction. The cost is
likely to go down, as the state is starting to use liquid salt. The town
plans to continue its use.

Catherine McMains, in her first presentation to Town Meeting,
mentioned the large percentage increase in line 216, Sidewalks –
Construction. She said that the allocation was to fund the last sec-
tion of sidewalk construction in Jericho Center, with the next sec-
tions for replacement being those in Riverside along VT Rt. 15,
which were described as “awful.” McMains also discussed a cleri-
cal error in the Town Report, in which $7500 under Building and
Property (line 211) was included in error. Selectboard chair Bob
Penniman moved to amend the budget to reduce it by $7500, iden-
tified in a clerical error in Building and Facilities, line 211; the
error manifested also in line 276, which reduces the net amount by
$7500. The motion was passed on a voice vote.

Penniman next gave an update on the renovation plan for the
Town Hall progress. An in-house committee consisting of Town
Clerk Jessica Alexander, Bert Moffat, Bob Penniman, and Admin-

istrator David Spitz are working on the implementation plan, which
is on track. The town put out a request for qualified contractors to
pre-qualify to bid on the project, and as of last Friday, 14 firms
have submitted applications. The town expects to decide on whom
to invite to bid by next Tuesday; bids will be due March 28. Staff
will need to be relocated in mid-April as work begins. Penniman
said, “It’s really nice to know how this community at large came
forward to help” with offers of space for staff. Town Hall staff will
use space in new rear section of the Jericho Congregational Church
in Jericho Center. They expect to move back to the new Town Hall
in late September or early October. Because of site work needed,
the town will itself relocate the roadway and build the new septic
system; this should facilitate the project.

Kelley King noted that the new addition at the Jericho Congre-
gational Church is accessible, so everyone will be able to access
town services. Penniman said additionally that all town meetings
this summer will be held at the Community Center on Browns Trace.

A lively discussion about Richmond Rescue (RR) revealed some
dissatisfaction with that organization’s responsiveness, and some
disagreement about how valuable its service is. In budget line 246,
the funding amount for RR was $7000, down from $10,000 last
year. Sandy Jefferis, who stated that she lives in an area served by
Richmond Rescue, asked how the funding change affects service.
Penniman replied that he thinks they (Richmond Rescue) are com-
fortable with this; he invited them to speak.

Richmond Rescue member Mike Rainville said Jericho is get-
ting quite a bargain, and is in fact subsidized by other towns’ fund-
ing to RR. “The budget’s going up ’cause there’s less volunteers,”
he said. Jericho should pay its fair share so other towns don’t have
to subsidize the town; everybody else pays their own way, he felt.

With evident annoyance in his voice, Bob Penniman responded
that last year’s Town Meeting decided to continue funding and RR
said they would meet with Essex Rescue to discuss coverage and
cost, but RR did not meet this commitment despite repeated at-
tempts to communicate with them, and also did not contact the town.

Many residents offered comments. Martha Frost, who lives in
the area served by RR, observed that “Essex can’t get to us nearly
as quick as Richmond (Rescue) can – we need to pay them what is
our fair share.” Kathleen Walsh “doesn’t want other towns to carry
our cost.”

An amendment was proposed and seconded to increase line 246
back to $10,000. After more discussion, Selectboard member Tim
Nulty summed up the Board’s view.

Nulty said that when last year’s Town Meeting agreed to raise
Richmond Rescue’s funding to $13,000 it was with condition that
Essex and Richmond Rescues talk and work out how to share the

territory efficiently/fairly – this never happened. Jericho (David
Spitz) tried without success to contact Richmond to get this going,
with no response. “There is a little bit of a question of good faith,”
he said. “Essex Rescue covers two-thirds of town for less than Rich-
mond Rescue wants to cover one-third.”

Kelley King stated that she would normally speak in favor of the
increase, but now opposes it due to Richmond’s lack of response
last year.

Resident Brad Wright asked RR to answer why the meeting didn’t
happen. Mike Rainville replied that “we worked together” a lot but
as volunteers, Rescue members don’t have time to dot all the ‘i’s
and cross all the ‘t’s, and he apologized to the town.

In the end, the vote on amendment to alter line 246, increasing it
from $7000 to $10,000, failed on a voice vote.

The last issue that engendered significant discussion was a pro-
posed amendment by resident Peter Booth to add $3600 for the
Mountain Gazette to Jericho’s budget under “outside agencies,” to
help the paper resume mailing to Jericho households. He stated that
he has no affiliation with the paper, but it is no longer being mailed
out, a financial decision. He doesn’t want to lose what he sees as an
important town resource.

Brad Wright agreed that the Gazette is important, but said there’s
an inherent conflict when a town supports an agency that reports on
it – a journalistic conflict of interest. Another resident, Chris Boushie,
said he’d be happy to subscribe, but town should not support the
paper without being asked. Local business owner Pat Keith noted
that local businesses subscribe by advertising, and also said she
would be glad to subscribe if asked.

Edie Graning asked if the town relies on the Mountain Gazette to
warn on issues. Penniman replied that it’s an option; it’s not re-
quired, but Jericho makes an effort to use the Gazette for DRB and
town business notices first.

Christina Thingold-Dutcher noted that the local paper is valu-
able, but is a for-profit business. She would also pay a subscription
to receive it, but said – to applause – that she disagrees with paying
$3000 if the town “can’t cough up $3000 for ambulance service!”

On voice vote, the amendment failed. Selectboard member Tim
Nulty said the Board acknowledges that many people agree with
the sentiment though they voted “nay,” and that the Board will con-
tact the Gazette for information.

All other Warrant Articles passed by voice votes, and the meet-
ing adjourned at 11:37 AM.

Jericho’s Presidential primary voting: Democrats: Clinton 504,
Obama 1012, Edwards 13, Kucinich 15; Republicans: McCain 246,
Giuliani 3, Huckabee 67, Ron Paul 33, Romney 16, and write-ins
Hillary Clinton and Newt Gingrich one each.
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SAXON OAKS EXCAVATION

• Lot Clearing

• Brush Hog

• House Sites

• Septic Systems

• Driveway Construction

  & Grading

• Top Soil Delivery

• Final Grading

• Power Lines  • Water Lines

• Top Soil Delivered $295 / 14 Yard Load

SEPTIC REPLACEMENT

802-899-2374

FORESTRY

FUEL OIL

FURNACE & BOILER REPAIR

Save up to 30% in Fuel - Call for Details.

Plumbing
& Electrical

Repairs

GLASS REPAIR

Business DirBusiness DirBusiness DirBusiness DirBusiness Directectectectectorororororyyyyy

AUTO REPAIR / TOWING

• Hybrid Cars
Service & Repair

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN
Services

• Hybrid Cars
Service and
Repairs

• Alignments

• Complete
Automotive
Service

ACCOUNTING

CLASSIFIEDS

EXCAVATING

ELECTRICIAN

DRILLED WELLS

FIREWOOD & LOGGING

COMPUTER SALES / SERVICE GUNSMITH

COMPUTER SERVICES
Are computer problems getting you down? The Browns River
PC Doctor, Tom McGonegal, can help. Visit http://brpcdoc.com or
call 899-5209.   03/18

EMPLOYMENT
Sale associate for retail garden, pet, and farm store. 20 to 30 hours
per week which could include Saturday or Sunday. Experienced in
sales, with gardening and pet care knowledge a plus. Some lifting.
Must be energetic and enjoy working with people. Call manager at
878-8596 for an appointment. Also looking for an individual to
work in our greenhouse from mid-April to mid-July. Gardening and
plant knowledge a must. Depot Home & Garden, 36 Park St., Essex
Jct., 878-8596.  03/06

Church pianist/organist needed. Second Congregational UCC
Church in Jeffersonville, “the small church with a big heart.” Sun-
day mornings 9:30 – 11:00 AM plus special services. Eager ama-
teur choir. We need someone to play basic hymns, anthems, and
other service musical elements. Stipend negotiable. Please contact
Joan at (802) 644-2297.   03/06

Wanted: Substitute, on-call In-Home Health care provider, shifts
8:30 – 5:00, 5:00 – 9:00, 1:00 – 5:00. 879-6025.   03/06

FOR RENT
Springtime in Charlston, SC – one bedroom, one bath, living/
dining room, kitchen. Downtown by harbor. Spoleto season – inter-
national arts festival – in May/June. Furnished. Minimum three
months. 899-3153  03/06

LESSONS
Piano Lessons! Relaxed Teaching Style for students’ enjoyment
and development. Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced. Focusing on
Theory, Lessons, Performance and Technique. Experienced teacher
accepting applications for my home studio in Underhill. 899-4843.
03/20

Piano lessons, school year and summer schedule, classical/contem-
porary styles. Friendly, comfortable learning/teaching style. Ages
7½ through adult, Monday-Saturday, 9:00 AM – 6:30 PM. Joanne
Rawson, VMTA. 899-3945.  04/17

WANTED
Wanted: conscientious person to maintain lawn, gardens, cut trees,
etc. Knowledge in these areas preferred. If interested, call 899-5509.
04/03

I buy old books – also letters, documents, ledgers, diaries, etc. Marie
Tedford, (802) 899-4447, or email reverie@comcast.net. –
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23 Kristie Lane

...a transformative experience
Professional interior painting featuring low voc, no odor

Benjamin Moore Aura Paints

(802) 899-5004                                            online portfolio @

www.topcoatfinishes.com

Inc.

Interior painting

SAWMILL

PAINTING

RUBBISH REMOVALMOVING

SerSerSerSerServing Lamoille County and Surrving Lamoille County and Surrving Lamoille County and Surrving Lamoille County and Surrving Lamoille County and Surrounding Area!ounding Area!ounding Area!ounding Area!ounding Area!

LANDSCAPING / MAINTENANCE

Kitchens & Baths
Basements & Home Remodeling

email:Tcarter1@comcast.net

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

WELDING

SOUND LAB

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

• Spring Clean-Up

• Lawn Repair

• Mowing

• 13 Years

  Experience

Business DirBusiness DirBusiness DirBusiness DirBusiness Directectectectectorororororyyyyy
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MOUNTAIN GAZETTE RATES - 2008
Open Rate The Mountain Gazette is the hometown community
   $7.25 column inch newspaper for Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville,
   Column width 1-7/16" Jericho, Underhill, and Westford, Vermont.

The Mountain Gazette is bulk-mailed to 6723 homes
   Business Card in Bolton, Cambridge, Jericho, Underhill, and Westford,
   3-1/4" x 2" $29.00 with 777 additional copies store-delivered

in Bolton, Cambridge, Essex Center, Fairfax,
   1/16 page Huntington, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Jonesville,
   3-1/4" x 3" $43.50 Richmond, Underhill, and Westford.

TOTAL CIRCULATION – 7500 COPIES
   1/8 page _______________________________________________
   3-1/4" x 6" $87.00
   5" x 4" The Mountain Gazette is owned and operated by Brenda
Boutin.

   1/4 page
   3-1/4" x 12" $160.00 Brenda Boutin has a B.A. in Graphic Design and is the Graphic
Designer.
   5" x 8" Ads are designed for you at no added cost.
   6-1/2” x 6” ________________________________________________

   1/2 page Prepaid Contracts available – Save up to 20%.
   10-1/4" x 8" $288.00 Call Brenda for details, 899-4431.
   5" x 15-1/2" ________________________________________________

   Full page 10-1/4" x 15-1/2" $520.00 Subscriptions $30.00 per year
________________________________________________

   Publication:
   First & Third Thursday/Month Other publications available

2007 Animal Resources Guide
   Deadlines:                                      Deadline 03/07/2007 Pub 04/01/2007

   Thursday before publication: 2007-08 Jericho – Underhill Community
Directory
    Editorial     – 12:00 PM                                       Deadline 05/21/07 Pub 07/06/07

    Advertising –   5:00 PM                                  _____________________________________

   Business Directory: $17 each, must buy 5 issues                 Contract Rates Available
                ($85 pre-paid) Size: 3-1/4" x 1-1/2" SAVE UP TO

More sizes available          20%
   Classifieds: Personal $5.50 for 25 words,
                              10¢ each additional word
                       Business $6.50 for 25 words,
                              10¢ each additional word

Inserts: 1 – 4 pages, 8-1/2" x 11"   Cost: $45.00 PREPAID per 1000
MUST PURCHASE FULL 7250 CIRCULATION

The Mountain Gazette and its staff are looking forward
to serving you and our communities!

Call (802) 899-4431; fax (802) 899-4141
or email mtgazette@earthlink.net

Passover is celebrated
this year beginning

at nightfall
on Wednesday, April 16.

Ecumenical Good FEcumenical Good FEcumenical Good FEcumenical Good FEcumenical Good Fridaridaridaridariday y y y y WWWWWalkalkalkalkalk
Friday, March 21, 12:00 Noon

starts at St. Thomas Church, Underhill Center
ends at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Jericho

CALCALCALCALCALVVVVVARARARARARY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPY EPISCOPAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURAL CHURCH,CH,CH,CH,CH,     VT Rt. 15 Jericho
Sunday, March 16, Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, 9:30 AM

Wednesday, March 19, Tenebrae, 7:00 PM
Thursday, March 20, Maundy Thursday, Holy Euacharist, 7:00 PM

Friday, March 21 Good Friday Liturgy, 7:00 PM
Saturday, March 22 The Great Vigil, 8:00 PM

Sunday, March 23 Sunday of the Resurrection:
Easter Day Holy Eucharist, 9:30 AM
899-2326 www.calvarychurchvt.org

GOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LGOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCH (ELCA)CA)CA)CA)CA)
273 VT Rt. 15 - between Jericho and Underhill
March 20, Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM

Monday-Friday, March 17-21: Morning Prayer, 6:45 - 7:00 AM
with Continental Breakfast

March 21, Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7:00 PM
March 23, Easter Sunday, 9:00 AM, followed by Easter brunch

gslcvt@verizon.net  www.GoodShepherdJericho.org

JERICHO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
On the Green in Jericho Center, VT

Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM, Service of Communion and Tenebrae
Easter Morning Services, 8:00 and 11:00 AM,

with extended fellowship time, 9:30-11 AM
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

JERICHO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
VT Rt. 15, Jericho (next to Town Hall)

Ecumenical Morning Prayer, 6:45 AM, Monday-Friday, March 17-21
899-4288, cyang@troyconference.org.

www.troyconference.org/jumc or JerichoUMC@troyconference.org

ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, UNDERHILL
ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, JEFFERSONVILLE

Monday, March 17, 8:00 AM, Mass at St. Thomas
Wednesday, March 19, 8:00 AM, Mass at St. Mary’s

Wednesday, March 19, 7:30 PM, Tenebrae Service of Shadows
at St. Thomas, followed by Confessions

Thursday, March 20, 7:30 PM, Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper
at St. Thomas, followed by Confessions

Friday, March 21, 7:30 PM, Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion Service
at St. Mary’s, Jeffersonville

Saturday, March 22, 11:00 AM, Blessing of the Easter Food
at St. Thomas, Underhill Center

Saturday, March 22, 8:00 PM, Easter Vigil
Sunday, March 23, 7:30 and 11:00 AM, Easter Morning Mass

at St. Thomas, Underhill Center
Sunday, March 23, 9:15 AM, Easter Morning Mass at St. Mary’s

UNITED CHURUNITED CHURUNITED CHURUNITED CHURUNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILLCH OF UNDERHILL
At the Green on Route 15 ~ 899-1722
www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com
Palm Sunday, March 16: 10:30 AM

Easter Sunday, March 23, 10:30 AM Celebration of Christ’s Resurrection
with Holy Communion

United Christian United Christian United Christian United Christian United Christian AssembAssembAssembAssembAssembllllly Full Gospel Chury Full Gospel Chury Full Gospel Chury Full Gospel Chury Full Gospel Churccccchhhhh
100 Raceway Rd., Jericho, VT 05465  899-2949

Easter Sunday, March 23, 6:30 AM: Ecumenical Sunrise Service
uca.secretary1@verizon.net

www.unitedchristianassembly.org

Easter Week Services

were needed. A combination of more tuition than expected from
other districts and a net gain in interest produced a surplus of
$121,129 in the regular instruction line of the budget. In Special
Education, the amount of revenues exceeded the amount of expenses
budgeted, resulting in a positive balance of $404,625. A further
$147,887 in revenues was received in grants, facility rental, and
other miscellaneous revenue. Of the total $857,403, $157,000 was
incorporated in the 2008-09 budget. The remaining $750,000 was
proposed as the capital reserve fund.

Frederick explained that, if approved, the reserve would fund
technology and work on physical facility, in order “to give a miti-
gating effect on increases in future budgets.” Marty Spaulding,
Lamoille Union’s Facilities Operations Manager, explained that
when the school was renovated six years ago, items such as the
kitchen equipment, the gymnasium divider, and some ceiling tiles
were not included in the renovations. (The kitchen equipment is
still original, installed when the school was constructed 40 years
ago.) Spaulding also said that some items, such as carpeting in of-
fice areas, will need replacement in the next four to five years, due
to normal wear.

Dana Sweet from Cambridge asked what the district would do in
five years when all the funds had been spent. Frederick said, “It is
our intention to maintain a fund balance in order to keep a rolling
capital fund. Or it might be a line item in the budget.”

Sweet said the funds should be given back to the taxpayers. A
member of the School Board explained that if that were to happen,
in two years there would be a huge increase in the amount of funds
needed to be raised from taxes. Because Act 80 would then be in
effect, that would mean “two votes” on the budget. Frederick re-
sponded to Sweet by saying that the capital fund is a way to give the
funds back to the voters without having a big spike in the budget.

When the vote was called, the ayes carried it over two nay votes.
With the motion approved, this year the school plans to spend funds
on information technology, some work on the HVAC system, kitchen
equipment, and some other items associated with the physical plant.

In other business, Jan Sander moved that the compensation of
officers be increased, with board member compensation rising from
$600 to $800, the chair’s compensation from $800 to $1000. In
addition, she moved that the Clerk receive $300 per year, plus mile-
age, and that the Treasurer receive $15 per hour. She explained that
her proposed increase was in response to increased gas prices. That
motion carried by a voice vote.

At the end of the meeting, Superintendent Terry Bailey announced
that Saturday, March 29, there will be an Open House at the newly
renovated and expanded Green Mountain Technology and Career
Center. Details will be forthcoming.

LNSU voters continued from page 1
Jericho’s Village University, spring 2008

The Community Center in Jericho presents “Strengthening Com-
munity Connections,” the spring semester of the Village Univer-
sity. “Strengthening Community Connections” will offer residents
of Jericho and surrounding communities a selection of thought-
provoking and lively exploration of ideas, with non-profit classes
led by local experts. The series examines how we stay connected as
a community. All classes will be held in the Community Center are
free.

Leading off on Sunday, March 9, 3:00 PM will be a presentation
of the Ethan Allen Firing Range: From Horse Calvary to the Nuclear
Age, presented by Chuck Lacy, local historian. The history of the
range offers a direct view of relationships between Vermont busi-
ness, military, and political interests over the last hundred years.
Ethan Allen Firing Range has secrets to share.

On Sunday, March 16, 3:00 PM: Reading the Landscape, Un-
derstanding the Cultural Geography of Jericho will be a presenta-
tion by Scott McLaughlin, anthropologist, historic archeologist. In

his talk, Scott explores connections through the ancient roads, for-
estry, and stone walls of Jericho.

Tuesday, March 25, 7:00 PM, Connecting Land and Commu-
nity. Presenters: Bob Linck, regional co-director, Champlain Valley
office of Vermont Land Trust; Tom Baribault, Chair of the Jericho
Conservation Commission; Wayne Howe, Chair of the Jericho Plan-
ning Commission; and Livy Strong, President of the Jericho/
Underhill Land Trust. Moderator Elizabeth Bernstein. How do we
connect our land and landscapes to our community? How does a
community like Jericho evolve in this time of unprecedented growth,
yet remain connected to its land?

Sunday, March 30, 3:00 PM, Community Connection: Services
that People and Communities Need. Presenters: Meredith Birkett,
Senior Transit Planner, Chittenden County Transportation Author-
ity; John Shullenberger, Affordable Housing Advocate; and John
Barbour, Director of Champlain Valley Agency on Aging. Modera-
tor Elizabeth Bernstein. Housing and transportation, basic needs of
all people, can be uniquely challenging in rural communities. Join
a discussion of some of the strategies and resources that promote
independent living in communities like Jericho.

Finally, Tuesday, April 1, 7:00 PM, Virtual Connections in an
Online World. Michael Wood-Lewis, founder, Front Porch Forum,
will focus on the intersection of technology trends and plans for
Vermont. Franco Gatti, trustee for Two Towns Online, will discuss
the wider goal to make it easier for residents to meet face-to-face
and thus build relationships that constitute a community. Lisa Nolen
Birmingham, Director of Governmental Affairs, Comcast will talk
about broadband services, future technology trends, and plans for
Vermont. John Shullenberger, Fiber Optic Working Group, will dis-
cuss the status of Westford, Underhill, and Jericho’s Fiber Optic
Working Group, formed to forge a joint agreement with Burlington
Telecom. Monitor Elizabeth Bernstein

No pre-registration is required for Strengthening Community
Connections. Brochures will be available at the Jericho Town Li-
brary, the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho Center Coun-
try Store, and the Jericho Town Hall.

For further information, contact Orelyn Emerson, 899-3853.


