
www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com Page 1Mountain Gazette • May 7, 2009

VOLUME 7 • NO. 20 • Serving Bolton, Cambridge, Jericho, Underhill, Westford, and Jeffersonville, Vermont • May 7, 2009

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE PD

PERMIT #2
UNDERHILL, VT

Community welcomes Captain Phillips home
By Phyl Newbeck

Special to the Mountain Gazette
The yellow daffodils were sprouting, complementing the yellow

ribbons which had proliferated in Jericho and Underhill the previ-
ous weeks. The sun was shining, the temperature rose to over 80
degrees, and it seemed as though Mother Nature herself was wel-
coming Captain Richard Phillips back home to Vermont.

Jericho Underhill Park District chair Livy Strong estimated that
at least 1,000 people gathered in Mills Riverside Park for a tribute
to the shy returning hero on April 25. Strong had been contacted by
Paige Manning, a friend of the family, who wanted to arrange a
celebration at the park. Strong said numerous groups contributed to
the event including the Underhill Country Store, which sold food
and beverages, and P&P Septic which provided eight portable toi-
lets. An unidentified donor left a box of Vermont-grown apples at
the entrance to the park.

People started gathering early, eating sandwiches, playing Frisbee
and walking their dogs. They came on foot, by bike, by motorcycle
and by car. The parking lot filled and many were asked to park at
nearby Browns River Middle School. At 1:00, escorted across the
covered bridge by the Hannaford’s Fife and Drum Band and several
state troopers, Captain Phillips and his family arrived. Tammy
Fletcher roused the crowd with a stirring rendition of the Star
Spangled Banner before the MC, Representative Bill Frank, took
the mike on a stage which included the American and Vermont flags,
a Merchant Marine flag and the flag of the Second Vermont Repub-
lic movement.

After reminding the crowd to wear sunscreen, Frank introduced
Representative Peter Welch who read part of the resolution honor-
ing Phillips which had been passed unanimously in the U. S. House
of Representatives. Phillips received a copy of the resolution, ac-
companied by a gift which was probably more appreciated – a six-
pack of Labatt Blue. Senator Patrick Leahy was unable to attend but
his chief of staff, Chuck Ross, provided Phillips with a copy of the
Senate’s resolution in his honor, as well as DVDs of the Senate
speeches, the flag which flew over the Capitol in Phillips’ honor and
a personal note from the Senator. Not to be outdone, Governor Jim
Douglas gave Phillips the flag which flew over the Statehouse in his
honor. Douglas quoted President Coolidge who said he loved Ver-
mont because of the “indomitable people,” and cited Phillips as a
prime example of that spirit. Douglas proclaimed April 25 “Captain
Richard Philips Day.” Senator Bernie Sanders arrived at the celebra-
tion too late to speak, but made a point of introducing himself to
Phillips and speaking to him privately.

When the Captain took to the microphone, a hush fell over the
crowd. “Now I know why I moved here,” he said. “It’s not just
maple syrup, foliage and snowboarding. This is a true American
community.” Phillips thanked the crowd for their thoughts and
prayers “and for leaving us alone.” He joked that after twenty-plus
years in Underhill he knew he was still a flatlander, referring to his
residence by the name of the previous owners. Phillips asked the
crowd not to forget to show their appreciation for the military.
“They are the true heroes,” he repeated, counseling those in the

audience to take the time to shake the hands of military personnel
when they see them. Accompanied by his wife and daughter, Phillips
claimed that his wife’s ordeal of dealing with the media was greater
than his with the pirates. In closing he thanked the crowd. “You are
truly special,” he said. “You are truly Vermonters and I just want to
say thank you.” With a “thumbs up” signal, he left the stage for his
family’s open-air tent, no doubt to enjoy his beer.

Andrea Phillips also addressed the crowd, thanking everyone for
the yellow ribbons and other forms of support, and saying she was
overwhelmed by the help she received. She noted that she had re-
ceived cards and letters from all over the world, most addressed
simply to Captain Phillips, Underhill, Vermont. “There really is
good in people,” she said. “United we stand.”

Following the speeches, residents and visitors from across the

state and beyond sat back and enjoyed music provided by three
bands chosen by the Phillips family. Sharon Faelten of Underhill
tried to put it all in perspective. “Here he was, trying to do his job,
and suddenly he’s world famous,” she said. “On top of all the other
stress he went through, for him and his family to be put in the
international spotlight is a strain that few people can appreciate.
The community wanted to do something and this feels like the right
scale.” Most agreed that no matter how much Phillips shunned the
spotlight, it was important to have a community event to honor
him. “A celebration is certainly in order” said Tom Nugent of
Underhill. Livy Strong, chair of the Park District, was happy the
family chose Mills Riverside Park for the celebration. “This is the
heart of the community,” she said. “It’s only fitting that he should
be honored here.”

Mother Nature along with approximately 1000 Vermonters celebrated Captain Richard Phillips’ homecoming on Saturday, April25.
Surrounded by his family and dignataries, Phillips expressed his gratitude to the community for their respect and prayers.
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Hometown heroes abound in every corner of our communities
By Brenda Boutin

Mountain Gazette Staff
Captain Richard Phillips is home. That place where morning

coffee smells better and the world seems to be in someone else’s
backyard.

Phillips landed at Burlington International Airport at around 4:30
PM on April 17, 2009 after his five-day ordeal being held hostage
by pirates off the coast of Somalia.

He was greeted by his family – wife Andrea, son Dan, daughter
Mariah and his mother. The crowd of mostly reporters gave a round
of applause and hoots.

Phillips was on his way home to Underhill and a homemade
chicken pot pie, brownies and his favorite beer.

He was welcomed home Vermont style. No ticker tape parade,
no massive crowds, just the respect of his neighbors for his privacy,
yellow ribbons tied around telephone poles and on fences, signs on
local business and in neighbors’ yards, and banners from the Underhill
Country Store that had been signed by hundreds of well-wishers.

The family had asked the community for privacy and that is
what they got.

Captain Richard Phillips acted courageously in the face of danger.
He was selfless and giving. People who know him say they would
not have expected less.

Respect, caring and selflessness are traits that carry through the
fabric of the combined communities that the Mountain Gazette cov-
ers.

Community spirit abounds and in the face of trials and tragedy,
our citizens arise with an outpouring of caring and concern that can
be a match for any other part of the world. Old-fashioned, down
home folks, native Vermonters and transplants alike dig deep within
themselves to help animals. their neighbors and the communities
beyond their town lines.

Since the Mountain Gazette started covering the communities of
Bolton, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, Jericho, Underhill and Westford
eight years ago, there have been situations where neighbors and
strangers have reached out to families with help, prayers and inspi-
ration.

There are incidences where children have been lost and the par-
ents have turned their grief into giving.

On November 4, 1990 Andrea Carter, daughter of Jim and Sue
Carter, was killed in an automobile crash. She was a multiple organ

donor, donating corneas, her kidneys, liver, and heart. Over the past
nine years Jim has made over a thousand presentations to schools,
Rotary Clubs, church groups and others on the importance of wear-
ing a seat belt and the meaning of being an organ donor.

Dwayne and Maureen Williams lost their son, Jarred, to a brain
tumor on his thirteenth birthday.  The Williamses, along with friends
and family, have chosen to try to lighten the burden of other families
in their hour of need by offering some financial support. They
created the Jarred Williams Foundation. The foundation provides
financial assistance to Vermont and New York families who have a
chronically ill child and who have limited financial means.

When Brandon Kilburn, a senior at MMU, was killed January
17, 2008 as the result of an automobile accident on Lee River Road
in Jericho, it left his parents Lori and Brian astonished that Brandon
had survived cancer only to be taken so soon. Brandon was active in
raising money for Camp Ta-Kum-Ta. His family continues to raise
funds in Brandon’s honor.

The loss of Brandon has brought their family unimaginable pain.
But, they are determined to keep his memory alive in a positive
way. Last year they had a summer concert to raise money for camp
Ta-Kum-Ta, a place that was very special to Brandon. They hope
to do it again this year. Brandon’s birthday was May 4. In his
memory they started the day where people do acts of kindness for
others, with no strings attached, except one. They made stones that
have a “B” on one aide and “Pass it on”, on the other. They ask that
each person give the stone to whomever you have done the act of
kindness for and they do the same to someone else. Brandon was a
kind and caring person and they do this to celebrate his life.

Young and old alike give of themselves to people they know and
those that they don’t.

Emma Phalen, age 11, a sixth grader at Browns River Middle
School in Jericho, has been chosen to be this year’s Ambassador for
the Vermont chapter of the March of Dimes. She is the first ambas-
sador chosen that was not a premature infant. Emma was chosen
because she provides inspiration to the families, workers, and vol-
unteers at the March of Dimes. She has been fund raising for the
MOD for three years now. She started at age eight when she decided
to have her ninth birthday party at the March for Babies in
Burlington. She and her friends and some parents all participated in
the March that year, last year and again this year.  This year she will
again have her birthday party at the March for Babies, but hopes to

have a record amount of participants on her team. Emma is focused
this year on providing community awareness here in the Jericho/
Underhill area by encouraging all age groups to march, raise funds,
and learn about what it is that the March of Dimes does. So far
Emma has raised over $1000 for the March of Dimes, and she has
only just begun her campaign.

  About 25 volunteer carpenters and friends of the Sullivan fam-
ily worked to rebuild a barn that burned down. The crew completed
installing the barn’s rafters on the River Road property the first
Saturday of deer season. Equipment was donated by David
Villeneuve of Jericho and Pat Lamphere of Underhill.

When a large part of Burton and Bonnie Rawson’s barn roof
collapsed from heavy snow, the Rawsons faced a major money
problem.  There was no question the barn had to have a new roof,
but the Rawsons discovered their insurance covered just about ev-
erything but collapse from snow and ice. An estimate for replacing
the roof came to $59,000, a figure that was sure to climb even higher,
Burton Rawson said, because stronger rafters were needed to re-
placed the ones that collapsed.  Enter Nancy Davis, who decided to
take action. A longtime resident of Underhill, she asked the Rawsons
if they would allow her to rally the Underhill and Jericho communi-
ties — the farm lies partially in Underhill and Jericho, as well as
Westford and Essex — and rally the community she did.

Independence Day is a date tinged with irony for Matthew
Mazzola. On July 4, 2003, the active, athletic 26-year-old was
standing in the ocean on the Jersey shore when he decided to dive in.
He hit a sandbar and snapped his neck. He is now a quadriplegic,
with some motion in one shoulder.

Matthew’s father, Bob Mazzola, lives in Hyde Park. Before the
2008 holidays he sent a letter to the Cambridge Eagles Club. David
May, a member of the Eagles Club and a Cambridge resident, de-
scribed the situation: Matthew Mazzola’s insurance covers the $1,500
in medication he needs every month, but the 31-year-old is essen-
tially bed-ridden. A customized wheelchair that would allow him to
regain any mobility costs a minimum of $29,000. For a wheelchair
adapted to be controlled by the few muscles Matthew does control,
the cost rises to $40,000. Bob Mazzola wondered if the Eagles
could help. David May agreed to coordinate the Eagles’ effort.

Enter DEW Construction Corp, May’s employer. He approached
Doug Robie, head of DEW’s environmental programs and an

Heroes continued on page 24
























