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The new Westford Country Store and Café is taking shape on the Westford Common. Westford 
resident Jeff Hutchins is building what he hopes will be a meeting place for townspeople. Another 
Westford resident, Jordan Mull, will be preparing the food and managing the store and café. They 
hope to open next April.                                                                                 PHOTO BY KATE LALLEY

Westford Country Store and Café 
By Phyl Newbeck

Special to the Mountain Gazette
For at least fi ve years, since the 

closing of the Westford Market, 
there has been a gaping retail hole 
on the Westford Common. Next 
year that will change. Westford 
resident Jeff Hutchins is in the 
process of building what will be 
known as the Westford Country 
Store and Café. He hopes to open 
next April.

Since the old store lacked 
suffi cient septic capacity, Hutchins 
is building a new 3000’ structure 
across the Common from the 
Westford Library and Town Hall. 
“We’re trying to recreate the feel 
of an old general store,” he said, 
“with an emphasis on the café.” 
Hutchins, who owns J. Hutchins, 
Inc., an excavation and paving 
company, raises Wagyu beef on 
his 250-acre Morgan Brook Farm. 
Jordan Mull, another Westford 
resident, has been bringing a food 
truck with the beef to events in 
Westford and other locations. He 
will be preparing the food and managing the store and café along 
with Greta Busier. Initially the café will have ten seats but there is 
hope of expansion.

Mull is excited about the opportunity to run the café. He and 
his wife moved to Vermont fi ve years ago for a job at UVM. He 
has worked at varying capacities at campus dorms and for UVM 
Medical Center, where he was Executive Chef. “I had no intention 
of leaving UVM,” he said, “but I was introduced to Jeff through 
mutual friends and he told me how he raised Wagyu beef.” Mull 
said it was Hutchins’ plan to start the food truck with the idea of 
getting people interested in the beef in preparation for opening the 
café.

“I defi nitely had some reservations,” Mull said. “I was leaving a 
stable job but I’m 29 years old so if there is any time that I can take 
a risk, it’s now.” Mull had been working with Busier at UVM and 
having her join him at the café made the decision easier. “There is 
comfort in having someone work alongside me that I can trust and 
who will support the creative process,” Mull said. “It’s a risk but it’s 
the most stable risk I could have taken.”

The café will serve three meals a day for both take-out and sitting 
customers. “We can’t wait,” Mull said. “I like cooking anything and 
everything but I just love having the opportunity to work with the 
quality of meat Jeff has on the farm.” Mull has become close to Bill 
Mason, who does most of the hands-on work in raising the cows. 
“It’s wonderful being able to see how they are raised,” Mull said, 
“and having the opportunity to share that story with a customer is 
what I’m most excited about.”

“We’ll carry all your basics,” Hutchins said. “We’ll have the stuff 
you run out of all the time, as well as a full selection of beer and 
sodas.” Hutchins wants to carry produce and value-added products 

grown or created by Westford residents. “We want to keep it as local 
as we can,” he said, noting that some of his Wagyu beef may also 
be available for sale.

Hutchins’ partner in this endeavor is Foivos Kalimeris, who 
also serves as the general manager of his paving and excavation 
business. The two spent several years talking about a potential 
start-up business and Hutchins thinks the store/café will be a good 
opportunity for Kalimeris. “We’ll run it and own it together,” 
Hutchins said, “and when he wants to buy me out, I’m available for 
that and he can run with it.”

“I’ve always worked in construction,” Kalimeris said, “and I 
worked my way up to general manager. I haven’t run a store or café 
so that’s why we hired Jordan, who will run the day to day aspects.” 
Kalimeris has always had an interest in starting a family business. 
His mother is Italian and his father is Greek and cooking and baking 
were prominent in the house where he grew up. “I really like 
cooking and experimenting,” he said, “and my wife and I thought 
it would be fun to put our own signature on things. Jordan is the 
professional but we will discuss the menus with him.” Kalimeris is 
happy with how things are progressing, noting that the foundation of 
the building is complete and the framing has started. “We’re hoping 
to put something great together for the neighborhood,” he said.

Hutchins believes there is a pent-up demand for a store. “This is 
the only project I’ve been involved in that hasn’t had any opposition 
at all,” he said. “Instead, the response has been ‘pinch me, is 
this really going to happen?’” Hutchins is happy to be providing 
something the town can use. “I think the Common needs a store and 
the town needs a place to gather,” he said. “I’m hoping this will be 
a great destination.”

View of Tomasi Meadow in Underhill Center, over Casey’s Hill to 
Mount Mansfi eld. The Jericho Underhill Land Trust is working 
with the town to permanently conserve the Meadow, as it did for 
Casey’s Hill.                                           PHOTO BY PHYL NEWBECK

Working to save Tomasi Meadow
By Phyl Newbeck

Special to the Mountain Gazette
In 2005, the Jericho Underhill Land Trust raised funds to purchase 

Casey’s Hill, an iconic sliding hill just off Pleasant Valley Road. 
The land was donated to the town of Underhill with an easement to 
the Vermont Land Trust, guaranteeing that future generations would 
be able to savor the view as well as the joy of careening down the 
snowy slope in winter.

Now the land trust has an opportunity to further preserve that 
viewshed by purchasing – at a bargain price – the 16-acre parcel 
known as the Tomasi Meadow just downhill from Casey’s Hill. 
Once again, the local group is partnering with the Vermont Land 
Trust to make the purchase and if successful, the meadow will 
also be donated to the town of Underhill. VLT Champlain Valley 
Regional Director Bob Heiser is happy to be part of the project. “It 
is such a spectacular setting and feeling to be out in that meadow,” 
he said. “It is easy to understand why this place is so special to 
so many people. The conservation easement will help ensure that 
this undeveloped meadow remains part of this incredibly scenic 
landscape and that members of the public always have access to it.”

When Mary “Pete” Tomasi died in 2018, her children opted to sell 
the pasture but they disliked the idea of houses marring the view of 
Casey’s Hill which had appeared on the cover of the 50th anniversary 
edition of Vermont Life. In order to preserve the viewshed, they 
were willing to accept $45,000 less than the appraised value from 
the Jericho Underhill Land Trust with the understanding that the 
non-profi t would permanently conserve the parcel.

Tomasi allowed members of the public to ski the perimeter of 
the meadow in the winter, while keeping the rest of the property 
an active hayfi eld. Three acres of the land are considered prime 
agricultural soils and another nine are registered as statewide 

agricultural soils. Conserving the property will ensure that the land 
remains in agricultural use and that winter sports enthusiasts can 
continue to recreate in the shadow of Mt. Mansfi eld.

The two organizations need to raise a total of $231,000 to 
purchase the meadow. The price includes Vermont Land Trust’s 
costs for legal fees, baseline evaluation and staff. The Jericho 
Underhill Land Trust is an all-volunteer organization with no 
paid staff. The fundraising started with a successful request to 
the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board for $155,000, the 
maximum that organization bestows upon community projects. 
At Town Meeting, voters in Underhill will be asked to allocate an 

MMU After Dark winter session 
open for registration

Mount Mansfi eld Union High School in Jericho is happy to 
announce that courses are open for registration for the upcoming 
After Dark session! Currently there are ten classes available, with 
the potential for more to be added before things kick off in January, 
so please visit www.mmuafterdark.com today!

After Dark is designed to bring affordable and accessible classes 
to the community. With offerings ranging from one week for 
one hour to a seven week series, we hope there is something for 
everyone.

Current class list:
Destress Yoga ($80)
Great Decisions 2020 ($15)
Your Best Body ($70)
Pottery ($70)
Retirement Principles ($25)
Caring for Wildlife ($15)
Acrylic Painting Workshop ($50)
Native American Flute ($40)
ACT Prep Class ($100)
SAT Prep Class ($100)
For complete course descriptions and registration, please visit 

www.mmuafterdark.com. If you have any questions about taking 
(or offering) a class, please contact david.alofsin@mmuusd.org or 
802-858-1661.

And remember, MMU After Dark classes make the perfect gift!

Help choose a new name 
for Jericho’s commercial district

The Jericho Planning Commission has spent time over the last 
couple of years on a public process of identifying the needs and 
direction of growth future of the Commercial District. Town Planner 
Katherine Sonnick said (on Front Porch Forum, December 6):

“I want to take a bit of time to explain where and what the 
Commercial District is and what and where the Riverside Village 
Center is.

“Riverside is where the Jericho Market is located as well as many 
homes, BRMS, Jolly and other businesses. Underhill and Jericho 
have had many planning projects around the future of Riverside 
over the years. You can learn more about Riverside HERE: https://
jerichovt.org/Riverside

“The Commercial District is located between Raceway and 
Browns Trace, with RT 15 bisecting the district. It includes, among 
other businesses, Jeriihill ACE hardware, Autosmith, Clark’s Truck 
Center and Dollar General. It also includes the part of the Jericho 
East neighborhood that is located off of South Main St. You can 
learn more about the Commercial District project that the PC has 
been working on (at) https://jerichovt.org/commercial-district.”

One action item that surfaced is the importance of changing the 
name of the district. The district is not really just for commercial 
uses nor is that all that is there currently. In fact, it currently is just 
about split between residential and commercial uses. What should 
the new name be?

It will take you just a minute to cast your vote for a new name 
for the Commercial District. You can do that here: https://jerichovt.
org/planning-commission/quick_polls/it-is-time-to-rename-the-
commercial-distinct-what-name-do-you-like-best?fb_page_
type=quick_poll

~~~
Naming the commercial district now being developed in Jericho 

has been a topic of lively conversation in the Jericho edition of 
Front Porch Forum. Perhaps the largest number of suggestions 
has been for Riverside, along with remembering the Brown family, 
and referencing Mount Mansfi eld. The Flats has adherents. Since 
the district is in Jericho, it’s likely that only Jericho residents get 
an offi cial say, but the Mountain Gazette would like to know what 
all readers think. Let us know, either on FaceBook or by email, 
mtngazette@gmavt.net

Underhill Center Moore Park 
skating rink update

A quick update on the Underhill Center skating rink that is 
located in Moore Park, across from the Town Hall. The rink boards 
are up, but there is no ice yet.

We are waiting for the proper weather window and long term 
forecast to get the rink fl ooded. There is a chance that this will have 
occurred the weekend of December 14-15, which would mean the 
ice will be ready around Thursday, December 19 — depending on 
temperatures.

Thanks to the Underhill Recreation Committee and other 
volunteers in help getting the boards up, and to the UJFD for the 
rink fl ooding.

Westford Selectboard meeting 
draft minutes: December 5 

By Nanette Rogers , Town Clerk, Westford 
The minutes from the December 5 Special Selectboard 

Meeting can be read at https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/
uploads/2019/12/2019-12-05-Draft-Minutes.pdf.
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MIscellaneous news

Thursday, December 19
Healthy Lamoille Valley Winter Coalition Meeting, 11:00 

AM – 12:30 PM, Green Mountain Technology and Career Center, 
Hyde Park. Come see out what your local prevention coalition has 
been up to and find out how you can get involved! On the agenda 
this month: Reviewing the latest local data on youth substance use 
and prevention. Healthy Lamoille Valley just received a Drug Free 
Communities grant. Learn more about what it means for the work 
of the coalition and how you can get involved. NVU-Johnson intern 
Brian Duda will present on youth development as it relates to pre-
vention activities. Light refreshments will be served. This coalition 
meeting is at a different time than usual so folks don’t have to come 
out on another wintery evening this month. We look forward to see-
ing you there! RSVP at https://hlvwintercoalition.eventbrite.com.

Saturday, December 21
Winter Wildlife Ecology and Forest Management Walk, 1:00 

– 3:00 PM, Hinesburg Town Forest. Meet at the end of Economou 
Rd., Huntington. Join Chittenden County Forester Ethan Tapper 
and Wildlife Biologist/VT F&W for a free public walk of an active 
timber harvest, highlighting winter wildlife ecology, wildlife track-
ing, and the active forest management underway and how that will 
influence wildlife habitat and behavior. Be prepared to spend two 
hours out in the elements, including some walking over uneven and 
slippery surfaces.

Sunday, December 22
Cambridge Christmas Coffeehouse and Sing-a-Long, 4:00 – 

6:00 PM, Second Congregational Church, Jeffersonville. This is a 
reunion of any participants from The Cambridge Christmas Show 
hosted by Annie Rheaume (anniesingerd@yahoo.com). Any who 
were involved in these shows and want to participate, contact 802-
644-8724 and leave a message. All are welcome to enjoy this fes-
tive evening — treats to follow! Please come and let the spirit of 
Christmas fill this night!

Pancakes & PJs Christmas Party, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Cat-
alyst Church on Raceway, 100 Raceway Rd., Jericho. Cat Kids and 
all kids can come dressed in their favorite PJs, enjoy pancakes and 
hot cocoa with all the fixin’s, and will play some reindeer games, 
watch a puppet show, and much more! Open to the public. 

Thursday, January 2
Free Community Soup and Bread Supper, 4:30 – 6:30 PM, 

Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
(off VT Rt. 15, across from John Leo’s). Serving a variety of hearty 
soups and breads, plus a sweet dessert on the first Thursday of the 
month. Stay at the church to enjoy your meal with friends and fam-
ily, or pick up to take home. Donations welcome, but not expected. 
For more information, call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 879-4313.

Wednesday, January 15
Jericho Underhill Park District annual meeting, 7:00 – 7:30 

PM, Deborah Rawson Memorial Rawson Library (project room), 
River Rd., Jericho. Besides a review of the park’s major news from 
the year, the proposed annual budget will be discussed and voted 
on.

Sunday, January 12
Teens Teaching Technology, 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Varnum Library, 

Jeffersonville. Need tech help? We have the expert teens to answer 
your questions. Bring your charged devices and questions!

coMInG events

News Years Eve Bash at VFW
The Morrisville VFW will hold a New Years Eve Bash on 

December 31, 2019. Cocktails will be served from 5:00 to 6:00 PM 
with Prime Rib Dinner from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. Music provided by 
Fossil Fuel Band from 8:00 PM until Midnight. $30 per person with 
the meal. $10 per person for the band only (door opens at 7:00 PM). 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Purchase your tickets at the VFW, 
28 VFW Street, Morrisville. For further information, call 802-888-
4919 after 3:00 PM.

Jericho-Underhill bird 
counts and camaraderie

Good morning, friends and neighbors – every year for decades 
now, all over the world between December 14 and January 5 people 
get out and count birds in their areas and submit their information 
to a huge data base that has provided important information about 
long-term and short-term trends. There are several Christmas Bird 
Counts in Vermont — but none in the Jericho-Underhill area! Let’s 
remedy that!

This year, a group of hardy birders will choose a day and spend 
it driving around looking for birds. Would you like to join us? 
You don’t have to be an expert birder — just an interested and 
enthusiastic person. We also need some participants who will stay 
home, in their warm houses, and count the birds coming to their 
feeders on that same day. (We haven’t nailed this down yet, but 
Sunday, December 22 might be the date.)

If you’re interested in either drive-around birding or stationary 
birding, please contact Maeve Kim, maevulus@aol.com. Let’s put 
our area on the map as an important birding location!

13th Annual Branch 
Out Burlington Tree Sale

Buy a lifelong present for your yard this holiday season!
Choose from many varieties of gorgeous trees. Shade, fruiting, 

flowering and fall color. All five to six feet tall and branched. Pre-
order for Saturday, May 2 pickup at the UVM Horticulture Farm 
in South Burlington. Quantities limited; only $59 each. Trees pho-
tos, descriptions, and online ordering at Branchoutburlington.org. 
Questions — call 802-825-4505.

additional $20,000. The project is still in the “quiet phase,” meaning 
that no official public fundraising has taken place. Nevertheless, the 
buzz in the community is palpable and an anonymous donor has 
already contributed $25,000. Others have sent smaller checks after 
learning of the land trust’s intent to save this beautiful property. At 
this juncture, the two organizations still need to raise $56,000. 

JULT Chair Livy Strong reports that during a walk along the 
property this summer, numerous residents of Underhill and Jericho 
expressed excitement about the possibility of preserving the land. 
JULT has already held one informational meeting in Underhill 
and two more will be scheduled prior to the Town Meeting vote. 
In addition, the organization is planning a winter sledding event to 
further raise awareness of this unique opportunity. “I am extremely 
grateful that the Tomasi family felt just as strongly as we do that the 
meadow should remain open,” Strong said.

Editor’s note: Phyl Newbeck is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Jericho Underhill Land Trust

tomasi Meadow
 continued from page 1

Where can you donate 
Toys For Kids in Jericho?

You may not be aware that thousands of Vermont kids live below 
the poverty level. At Christmas, they would not have a “Good Toy 
Day” if not for the efforts of Toys for Kids (100% volunteer, non-
profit program). Toys for Kids, coordinated by the Marine Corps 
League (MCL), is the largest Christmas toy collection program 
in Vermont for needy kids. With the help of NBC Channel 5 TV 
and many business sponsors, countless volunteers work diligently 
during the Christmas season to monitor and empty hundreds of our 
red Toys for Kids barrels. All new, unwrapped toys collected are 
turned over to agencies like the Salvation Army for distribution to 
needy families in Vermont. In addition to toys for children up to 
age 14, we depend on your generous financial donations throughout 
the year to buy $30 Visa gift cards at Christmas for 15- 17-year-old 
kids.

If you would like to help us financially, please mail a check to: 
Toys for Kids, Donald Cook Detachment, Marine Corps League, 
P.O. Box 4092, Burlington, VT 05406. You can also donate via 
PayPal on our website toysforkidsvt.com (select donate).

Thank you for your toys and financial donations so needy kids 
can have a “Good Toy Day” at Christmas. For more information, 
contact any MCL member or John Welsh (T4K’s State Coordinator) 
at 802-872-0354.

Toy Barrels in Jericho:
• The Sewing Corner & Gifts, 66 VT Rt. 15
• Mount Mansfield Union High School, Browns Trace
• Community Bank N.A., 205 VT Rt. 15
• Farrell Chiropractic, 213 VT Rt. 15
• Jerihill Ace Hardware, 249 VT Rt. 15
• Mountain High Pizza Pie, 249 VT Rt. 15
• Dollar General, 265 VT Rt. 15

Spring elementary chorus 
for Westford kids

Does your child love to sing? Here is their chance!
Children in Elementary Chorus have a chance to sing in a group. 

This gives children confidence to perform in a comfortable setting, 
which can then be applied in other performance situations as they 
grow up such as presentations, speeches, interviews, and more!

Children will sing a variety of genres including folk, pop, 
Broadway, and classical, while learning good singing technique. 
They will be able to sing in parts, harmonies, and rounds, while 
also learning how to produce beautiful sound when singing in 
unison or alone. Expressive interpretation of text and some basic 
verbal understanding of rhythm are taught to students participating 
in this ensemble.

Students will perform in a concert on Thursday, March 19 at 
6:00 PM.

Dates: Wednesdays, 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM at the Westford 
Elementary School on January 22, January 29, February 5, 
February 12, February 19, March 4, March 11, and March 18. 
Concert: Thursday, March 19, 6:00 PM. Open to children in grades 
2-4. Fee $55 (check made to Westford Rec). Minimum enrollment 
10, no maximum! Come one, come all!

For more information contact instructor Rebecca Nowak, 
rnowak@ewsd.org or recreation@westfordvt.us.

Give a lift — get a lift
Looking for a way to give back this holiday season? Sign up 

as a volunteer driver for community members who need rides for 
medical appointments, food locations, senior activities, counseling, 
and more. It’s a great way to lend a hand while getting to know new 
people.

Learn more at ConnectingCommuters.org/programs/community-
rides-info/.

Community Bank N.A. 
to match WARMTH donations

For the third consecutive year, Community Bank N.A. is 
partnering with Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity 
(CVOEO) to raise money for the organization’s WARMTH 
program and help low-income Vermont families stay warm this 
winter. Community Bank will match WARMTH donations dollar 
for dollar through Tuesday, December 31, up to a total of $17,500.

All funds raised will be distributed by CVOEO for use by 
community action agencies statewide for the emergency-based 
WARMTH program to help to offset home heating bills. One 
hundred percent of all donations will be used for WARMTH client 
services.

“Having heat is not a luxury for our communities, it’s a necessity,” 
Community Bank N.A. Regional Manager Anita Bourgeois said. 
“This is a prevalent issue in our community that can’t be ignored. 
For this reason, we continue to support the WARMTH program, 
which ensures our neighbors will have warm homes this winter. 
We challenge everyone to donate and help us reach our goal of 
$17,500.”

Founded in 1986, WARMTH has helped approximately 80,000 
families facing heat emergencies throughout the winter season for 
more than 30 years. The program is vitally important during the 
beginning and end of the heating season, when state and federal 
assistance programs are not available. During last year’s heating 
season, the program provided assistance to more than 3100 
households statewide.

“Living in Vermont means we know what it feels like to be 
cold,” CVOEO Executive Director Jan Demers said. “The gift of 
WARMTH funding is like a down comforter brought by a neighbor 
right to your home… We’re grateful for each donation because it 
means one more family will be warm this winter.”

To make a donation as part of the challenge grant, go online to 
https://cvoeo.networkforgood.com/projects/60154-warmth or visit 
your local Community Bank N.A. branch. To apply for home-
heating assistance, contact your local Community Action Agency. 
Vermonters age 60 and older may also call the senior helpline at 
800-642-5119 for assistance.

In northwestern Vermont, contact the Champlain Valley Office 
of Economic Opportunity (CVOEO): in Chittenden County, 802-
863-6248; in Addison County, 800-639-2318 or 802-388-2285; in 
Franklin/Grand Isle, 800-300-7392 or 802-527-7392.

Raffle tickets to help restore 
St. Thomas’ stained glass

St. Thomas Catholic Church in Underhill Center is undertaking 
a couple of major projects. One, which is near completion, is 
the addition of a lift in order to make all parts of the church 
handicapped accessible. The other is the restoration of the church’s 
beautiful, historical 125+ year old stained glass windows. Some of 
the windows are so worn that they are no longer keeping out the 
elements.

The Church’s Vision 2020 group, which is overseeing the projects 
and spearheading the fundraising, is sponsoring a raffle to win a 
full size, two seat 4-wheeler. The Ranger will be purchased from 
Champlain Valley Equipment and is valued at $9100. Tickets are 
$100 each; only 250 tickets will be sold, so your odds of winning 
are very good. All proceeds will go to Phase 2 of the Stained Glass 
Window Restoration Project.

Please email Irene Bihun, irenebihun@gmail.com, or stop in to 
the rectory on Greene Street in Underhill Center to purchase your 
tickets.

Could be a great stocking stuffer!

Tips from Vermont Electric Co-op 
on staying cyber-secure

Now that the holiday season is in full swing, many of us are likely 
spending more time online shopping for gifts, so it’s especially 
important to remain aware of cyber threats.

“Don’t let busy schedules cause your cyber-defenses to drop,” 
advises Vermont Electric Co-op’s Manager of Technology Bob 
Stein. “Remain vigilant at all times and follow good, safe practices. 
If anything sounds too good to be true, it probably is and remember 
the adage: if in doubt, throw it out.”

Here are some tips:
• Beware of phishing emails that appear to be from retailers. Take 

the time to inspect links (or hover over them) to check they are 
legitimate to verify they go to the true vendor site, or simply take 
the time yourself to navigate to the site by typing the URL (or a 
search) into your browser. Shop on established sites that you trust.

• Avoid apps for smart phones that promise savings that appear 
too good to be true. An increasing percentage of these apps are 
actually built to harvest sensitive information. Only download apps 
from established sources such as Google Play and the Apple App 
Store.

• Avoid shopping on smart phones, if possible. Browsers on 
phones frequently can’t show the URL, and it’s easy to be tricked 
into visiting a risky site.

• Beware of clicking on ads during this time of year. The shopping 
season brings many false advertisements designed to entice your 
response. Clicking an ad may actually lead you to a site that has 
been built to capture your financial information.

• Pay particular attention to your credit card and bank accounts, 
so that if fraudulent charges are made you can take quick action. 
Set alerts on credit cards and bank accounts where possible. Some 
institutions can flag international charges, or charges above a certain 
amount, for example.

• Be especially cautious of new technology products that contain 
cameras and/or microphones. Often security is weak and you may 
put your privacy at risk.
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 Christmas:  Two Stories
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
It is time to write a Christmas essay. I refuse to dribble on about 

the commercialization of Christmas. We all loudly denounce it and 
hate the rush of harried giving, yet we all get caught in the behaviors 
that society expects of us. And I will not write about the ersatz 
‘Christmas’ music that squeals out of department-store speakers, 
well before Thanksgiving… Louie Armstrong playing “Silent 
Night”, Perry Como and “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas”, 
a brass band jazzing up “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” and of 
course Rudolph prancing in front of McDonald’s with his shiny 
nose blinking away. Nor will I watch snow changing to rain, spring 
lettuces coming up in dripping gardens, and the ocean lapping at the 
plywood doors of the shacks in Mombasa, Kenya… and therefore 
write a long treatise about the inevitability of global warming. 

So what is left? Not much except an absurd and unbelievable 
story about a night in Bethlehem. Yes, it has a baby and we all love 
babies, even though we ruefully remember days of colic, night 
feedings, diaper service, and yet finding ourselves smiling when we 
think of the first trembling smile of our own baby. Babies have very 
practical demands and need us to survive.

In this story, the animals are generally blown out of proportion. 
They often are given speaking roles and are part of a fictitious 
imaginary fable, which ends with a moral lesson. The cattle are 
lowing says a carol and I hate to be practical, but maybe someone 
forgot to milk her. As for the donkey, he had a double load to carry 
all the way to Bethlehem – a noisy city crowded with people who 
have gathered their coins all the previous months, to give to a tax 
collector who, they hope, was honest enough to count and credit 
their names correctly. There was also a star, quite bright and sparkly, 
but any meteorologist can tell us that such a phenomenon happens 
quite often, and has a logical scientific explanation. 

Shepherds left their sheep. Who wouldn’t forgive them for 
walking out on the job? Their pay was well below minimum wage 
and the nights on the hillsides were shudderingly cold. The Kings 
had it better… camels, despite their lurching gait, beat walking. 
And they brought all sorts of fancy stuff, and (typical men) not one 
thing was something a baby could play with! 

And then there was Mary. She was barely 17, rather old to have 
her first baby. And despite her implausible explanation about her 
pregnancy, she was still gossiped about by town folk who couldn’t 
see what Joseph saw in her.  She was traveling hunched up on a 
donkey, with no midwife or mother to hold her, to tell her what 
these strange cramping pains were. Could Joseph help? He was 
pretty old, and until our modern era, most men stayed clear of the 
birthing process and were of little use to a baby.

So it seems like the usual trip, beset with reservation screw-ups 
and poor transportation services. So why has this ordinary tale 
gotten so much publicity over the years? Will we ever really know 
what happened? Is it a case of mis-reporting by a great number of 
reporters, none of whom was on-the-spot?

   But wait! This story might be a case of mystery and magic and 
miracles. Remember the old definition of mysticism: “something 
mysterious and unknown… the early doctrine which stated that it 
is possible to achieve communion with God through contemplation 
and love, without human reason.” Many ages ago, it structured 
itself on a Latin phrase: “to shut the eyes.” 

So here is the second voice telling the same story.
And there is Joseph, trudging along, guiding the old donkey on 

the rocky road. He could hear gasps from Mary, who was trying to 
muffle any sound of pain. He kept saying, “We’re almost there!”, 
knowing that the hill approaching the city gates was still ahead of 
them. He kept kicking the pebbles out of his sandal, not stopping, 
knowing night was coming on. The crowds were getting worse, and 
he often had to step aside so younger men could guide their families 
up the hill. He had little hope of finding any place to sta

    The owner of the inn saw the weary couple come through the 
gates, with the panting donkey barely able to hold up its head. He 
scrambled around to find a vacant room, but they all had been taken, 
crammed with families who had to bring all relatives to register in 
Bethlehem. What could he do? He didn’t want to put the poor souls 
in a broken old stable, but what else was there? And he remembered 
his own wife’s birthing of their now-grown children. So he led the 
way, and since it was night, and the donkey was collapsing, he lifted 
Mary from the saddle and braced her against the cleanest manger 
he could find. The shepherds had been standing outside, trying to be 
helpful, and wondering how one star could give so much light! But, 
it helped them to see inside and they found that they could help by 
plucking some wool from one of their sheep, and lining the small 
straw hollow made for the baby. And of course the cow, roused by 
the first cries of the baby, did what was natural to all animals and 
gave some warm milk for Mary. 

I must admit, though, in the retelling of this story, that even 
mysticism cannot convince me that there were choirs of angels 
on high, singing Hallelujah. But I do believe that the covey of 
doves, clustered in the rafters, sent their gentle coo-ings down to 
the special gathering below. And it was special: Mary looking at 
her newborn, feeling blessed with a baby to care for, to show off 
to the villagers, to watch him play with the wood shavings from 
his father’s carpentry table. And she could help him grow into a 
fine young man. The Kings gathered round, and bent down in the 
cluttered hay, and looked at this tiny thing. I am sure they found 
it almost unbelievable that this baby would grow into something 
marvelous. 

And that is where we end these two stories. We and all humankind 
make a choice, as we try and figure out how to spread goodness and 
love. Is it by realism and open honesty, with or without judgment? 
Or is it what we might call seeing goodness and love in small 
journeys, small places, where we don’t expect to find miracles? 

We all have different ways of enveloping, a story. We can read 
it and doubt it into disbelief; we can call it a fable, or a lesson. Or 
we can emphasize the hope and beauty and mystery in it. And we 
can hope that it, and other stories from all over the world, will be 
guideposts to the continuing development of more compassionate 
humankind.

You Choose.
Merry Christmas! 

Jericho congregational church
An Historic Church Proclaiming an Eternal Message

On the Green in Jericho Center, VT
Senior Pastor David Coons and Youth Pastor Glenn Carter

Sunday Services at 8:00 & 11:00 AM
Nursery care provided

Sunday School at 9:30 AM for all ages
Fellowship at 10:30 AM

Youth group 6:15 PM Sundays in our Sunday school building
Lessons & Carols Service, Dec. 22 at 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Christmas Pageant, Dec. 24 at 6:00 PM
Christmas Candlelight Service, Dec. 24 at 9:00 PM

Signing for the deaf upon request
899-4911; officejcc@comcast.net; www.jccvt.org

Mount Mansfield unitarian universalist fellowship 
A liberal faith community standing on the side of love, 

as we explore truth and meaning, and work for social justice.  
All are welcome. 

Sunday Services at Mount Mansfield UU Fellowship
Universalist Fellowship! To learn more: www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org. 

The big red barn, 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.
Worship Services 9:30 AM, 2nd & 4th Sundays, September-June 

195 VT RT 15, Jericho VT (red barn across from Packard Rd)
899-2558   www.mmuuf.org

st. thoMas roMan catholic church 
“Worshiping God in Spirit and in Truth in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass” 

On Green Street in Underhill Center Weekend Masses: 
Saturday 4:00 PM Sunday 8:30 AM 

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Micale
Deacon: Peter Brooks Religious Ed. Coordinator: Laura Lynch Wells, 
899-4770 Parish Secretary: Theresa Gingras Phone: 802-899-4632, 

email: office@stthomasvt.com, Website: www.stthomasvt.com 

united church of underhill 
UNITED CHURCH OF UNDERHILL 

“Welcoming, Worshipping, Working for God” 
At the Green on VT RT15 - Rev. Jennifer Mihok - 899-1722 

www.unitedchurchofunderhill.com 
Worship 10:30 AM, 9:30 AM in July and August

Home of the Clutter Barn and the Old Fashioned Harvest Market
Local and global mission and service opportunities for everyone!

Area Worship Services

Send your news to mtngazette@gmavt.net • www.mtngazettevt.com
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Mountain high
pizza pie

Monday 4:00 - 8:30 PM
Tuesday - Thursday
11:00 AM - 8:30 PM

Friday - 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Saturday

11:00 AM - 8:30 PM
Sunday

4:00 - 8:30 PM

899-3718
Route 15, Jeri-Hill Plaza

Jericho

coMMunIty coluMns

Doug Jr. — the colicky kid 
and the scroll

By Doug Richmond, Special to the Mountain Gazette
I was in Malta for three months before Sandy arrived and nine 

months later our first born, Doug Jr., came into the world with a 
Maltese nurse and a British doctor in attendance. Not that it matters 
but they were both women. We never realized the gravity of the 
situation until we heard a rumor that the American woman was 
dead. They all scream, holler, wail, pray, cry, every time they give 
birth so when Sandy didn’t act like that, they assumed she died and 
it scared me too because I wasn’t allowed to go into the birthing 
room. I was very happy not to go in.

When I heard the rumor I didn’t believe it but I checked, and 
of course she was fine. Fathers were not allowed into birthing 
rooms during the 50s and 60s and I was glad because I would have 
probably have fainted. Earlier I had fainted when my father was in 
the hospital and had all these tubes coming out of him with IVs here 
and there, and even now I have to lay down when they take blood 
or when they give me blood or when I see blood. Sandy was always 
able to stand pain, and didn’t even throw up. I was the one that was 
worried and used her bathroom to throw up. I guess the couple beers 
I chugged before didn’t help.

Malta was a very poor island and lacking a lot of equipment and 
had no modern equipment. The Americans had a clinic and a PX 
with limited items. We were on our own, with no experience with 
babies’ problems. Sandy tried to nurse him but it was so painful she 
couldn’t stand it. She said she thought he was born with molars. 
We got the only formula that we could get and he threw that up 
so we had to improvise on our own. We finally went to goat milk 
and cereal that stayed down, and that was a blessing because I was 
carrying him at night and Sandy was carrying him around during 
the day. Instead of all these wind-up machines, we had our two 
arms and nothing to rock him in. It was very hard but we bonded 
right away and he thrived on being the first child who got all of our 
attention. I envy all the stuff they have today that you can sit the 
kid in or lay in and wind things up, bassinettes that have you hang 
things on and many other stuff people dreamed up. It looks like 
you can sit the kid in a walker with things hanging up and a crib 
with hanging toys. They have unbelievable playpens that entertain 
the baby all day and some day it will change the baby also so you 
wouldn’t have to pick the baby up unless you had to feed them.

After Dougie was born we went to get a birth certificate. It took 
a few days to get the certificate and it was beautifully hand done in 
calligraphy in a scroll. We loved it and I went down and thought I 
would get some copies from them. They asked me how many copies 
I wanted and I said ten, and I thought they were going to faint. 
They said that would take a week. I didn’t realize they didn’t have 
a copier so all of them were originals. All of them were done in I 
believe in ten days, and they said that was a record. They were only 
a couple shillings apiece and the writing was on a scroll, a work of 
art.

The Maltese had their own language but used British money. 
Our son grew up to be six foot tall, handsome, 200 pound, athletic 
writer, poet, and high school English teacher. His first year, we had 
no help; our relatives were thousands of miles away and we were 
on an island which was 10 years behind the U.S. I apologized to my 
son many times but we did everything we could without any help or 
advice and no modern equipment.

Unfortunately all good things end eventually and in my case I got 
orders to report to my next post office, which was floating and was 
called the U.S. Norfolk DL, which was a destroyer leader. I was not 
looking forward to going aboard ship but in the Navy you are lucky 
to have had shore duty at all.

Next column: USS Norfolk, Postmaster, seasickness

The best toys for your young child
I’m game for suggesting some appropriate toys to buy for 

your younger child — especially in an era where digital toys are 
becoming more and more prevalent.

The best toy is one that works for your child
First be aware that the best toys are those that match your child’s 

developmental skills and abilities and help further those skills. In 
addition, playing with toys is not to make them more intelligent, but 
to facilitate warm, supportive interactions and relationships.

For example, some basics, — like dolls, stuffed animals, action 
figures — can stimulate the imagination or allow your child to use 
those pretend toys to deal or cope with real life events and feelings, 
which in turn strengthens your child’s social and emotional 
development. Just be careful not to give dolls or action figures that 
promote gender-based stereotypes.

Think, create, and move
Blocks and puzzles can help children use their problem-solving 

skills. Coloring books, crayons, and markers help stimulate 
creativity and improve fine motor skills. Toys that enhance physical 
activity, like balls or a tricycle, can enhance physical development. 
While digital toys may have a character read a story to your child, 
remember human interactions are essential for a child’s growth and 
development, and that digital toys should never take the place of 
real face-to-face play.

Toys aren’t just for kids
Traditional board games and bound books rather than many 

digital games and digital books targeted for young children allow 
you to interact and communicate with your child as you read or play 
a game with them.

Stay tech savvy on digital toys
Finally, if you are going to buy a digital toy, set screen time 

limits, and don’t consider them for children under two years of 
age. For those over two, consider limiting your toddler’s digital toy 
screen time to no more than an hour a day, and use these digital 
devices with your children rather than leave them to use the toy 
independently and without human interaction.

If you need more suggestions on suitable toys and games for your 
child, your child’s health care professional can make suggestions 
specific to the age and developmental level of your child — all you 
need to do is ask.

Hopefully tips like these will play well with you and your child 
when it comes to selecting toys that will enhance their development 
and human interactions this holiday season.

Lewis First, MD, is chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital. 

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

www.snowflakechocolate.com

Awesome Fudge
The perfect gift, or treat yourself...

January 5, 4:00 – 5:00 PM at the 
White Chuch on the Common. 
Silas Hamilton (guitar, piano, 
fiddle, vocals, feet), Willy Clem-
etson (fiddle, vocals, feet), and 
Samuel Foucher (accordion, 
piano, vocals) play primarily 
contra style dance music but they 
have also crafted sweet arrange-
ments of traditional songs into 
their repertoire. They have been 
featured at some of the biggest 
dance events in New England 
presenting their mixture of spicy 
tunes and glorious old songs of 
trad-Irish, French-Canadian 
and Old Time. Free will dona-
tion. Refreshments will follow 
the concert. For more informa-
tion, contact Marge Handel, 
802-879-4028. 
                PHOTO CONTRIBUTED 

Westford Music Series in collaboration with Young Tradition Ver-
mont will present Spintuition, a folk band that blends creativity 
and tradition into tight harmony and joyous rhythms, on Sunday, 
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CHIROPRACTIC CARE

• Gentle Head to Toe Care

• Unhurried Appointments

• Flexible Scheduling

• Emergency Care

• Practicing Since 1989

• Former Registered Nurse

• Nutritional Counseling

• High Quality Supplements

• Orthotic/Foot Beds

• Spinal Support Products

397 VT Route 15, Jericho
P.O. Box 63

Underhill, VT 05489

Phone (802) 899-5400
Fax (802) 899-5497

Email: 
DrMaryDC@comcast.net
www.JerichoChiro.com

Kintner chiropractic center

Dr. Mary H. Kintner

health news

Jericho residents Gail and Tim McKenna recently made a generous contribution of $2222 to the 
Howard Center from their CATCH 22 2019 Football fundraiser, marking the fi fth year the McKennas 
have made a donation in an amount that signifi es important dates in their lives. Their donation will 
support Howard Center’s critical work in the community that helps individuals and families with 
mental health, substance use, and developmental services. Bob Bick, Howard Center CEO, thanked 
the McKennas for their contribution and said, “We are grateful to the McKennas and the Catch 22 
Foundation for their generosity, ongoing support and for their commitment to our organization and 
those we serve.” Since the McKenna’s Catch 22 Football fundraiser began more than 20 years ago, 
the organization has made donations to various community organizations including the Shriners’ 
Hospital and the Vermont Children’s Hospital.                                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Community Bank N.A. branch manager Kelly Kimball (left) and 
customer service representative Bianca Wyskiel with some of the toys 
collected at the Jericho branch as part of the bank’s support for their 
branches’ host communities.                               PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Catch 22 makes donation to Howard Center Local Community Bank branches 
join community to give back

The holiday season 
often means spending 
extra time with family 
and friends and enjoying 
delicious meals with loved 
ones. It’s also the perfect 
time to focus on gratitude 
and giving. Community 
Bank N.A. branches are 
getting in the festive spirit 
by giving back to the 
communities they serve 
to help all families have a 
happy holiday season.

In total, more than 70 
Community Bank N.A. 
branches are celebrating 
the holidays by lending a 
hand to their neighbors. 
Each branch team selected 
a local cause to support 
based on its community’s 
needs. From hosting food, 
clothing and toy drives to 
fundraising initiatives, Community Bank N.A. 
branches want to make the world a brighter place 
this holiday season.

“Giving back to our communities during the 
holidays is our favorite tradition,” Community 
Bank N.A. Regional Manager Anita Bourgeois 
said. “The true spirit of the holidays comes from 
helping those in need. Our branches will be 
bustling this December to help make a difference! 
We encourage everyone to get involved.”

Specifi c local activities include in Jericho, 

where the branch has collection bins in its 
lobbies for Toys for Kids. Customer and staff 
are encouraged to donate new or gently used 
toys for local families in need. Community Bank 
N.A. invites its neighbors and the community to 
consider supporting or learning more about one 
of the many causes the bank is involved with this 
holiday season.

Visit your local Community Bank N.A. branch 
to learn how to help those in need this holiday 
season in your town.Youth substance abuse survey 

for parents of 6-12 graders released
The Vermont Parent Survey on Youth 

Substance Use is closing soon. If you are a parent 
of a student in grades 6-12, please take the survey 
— seven lucky Vermont parents have already won 
a weekly random drawing this fall for $100. You 
could be next, or even win the $500 grand prize!

This 10-15 minute survey of parents’ thoughts 

on teen alcohol and drug use is being conducted 
by Pacifi c Institute for Research and Evaluation 
in partnership with the Vermont Department of 
Health, and is designed for parents with children 
in grades 6-12 in Vermont. Respondents will 
be eligible to enter a drawing for a weekly cash 
prize of $100 and a grand prize of $500 at the 

end of the survey. The survey 
itself collects no personally 
identifying information and 
survey responses cannot be 
linked with contact information 
entered on the prize drawing site. 
Your input will be valuable for 
informing prevention programs 
for youth.

To take the survey, go to 
https://www.surveygizmo.com/
s3/5120353/2019-Vermont-
P a re n t - S u r v e y - o n - Yo u t h -
Substance-Use or visit the 
survey Facebook page www.
facebook.com/vermontps.

United Way of Northwest Vermont – Volunteer Connection 
By Sue Alenick, United Way Volunteer Columnist

United Way of Northwest Vermont’s mobile-
friendly Volunteer Connection connects you to 
hundreds of local volunteer needs. Search by age, 
date, county, interests or causes that are important 
to you. Stay connected to community needs. Go to 
www.unitedwaynwvt.galaxydigital.com or contact 
us, volctr@unitedwaynwvt.org or 860-1677.

A FRIENDLY GREETING — Franklin 
County Animal Rescue is looking for front desk 
volunteers, 16 years of age and older, Tuesday-
Friday, 2:00 – 5:30 PM and Saturday, 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM. Volunteers answer phone calls, 
greet visitors, fi lter s, and help with adoption 
counseling. Contact Hadley Shannon, 524-9650 
or volunteer@fcarpets.org.

A CHILD WAITS — Steps to End Domestic 
Violence invites volunteers to sponsor a child 
affected by domestic violence by fulfi lling a 
holiday wish list. Volunteers will be provided 
with the age and gender of the child and the 
option to buy up to four gifts not to exceed $100. 
Businesses and organizations are invited to 
consider sponsoring a whole family. Volunteers 
are also needed to accept presents and help sort 
them so that every child participating receives 
the items on their holiday list. Contact Bessie 
McManus, 658-3131, ext. 1068 or bessiem@
stepsvt.org. 

URGENT NEED IN FRANKLIN COUNTY! 
— Age Well-Meals on Wheels has an urgent 
need for volunteer drivers, age 18 and older, in 
Franklin County. Volunteers provide a friendly 

face and a comforting meal to those in need. Once 
a week or two hours a month, whatever you can 
spare will be appreciated. Immediate openings 
are available in Georgia, Swanton, Highgate, 
Richford, Enosburg, and Montgomery. Contact 
Laura Need, 662-5254 or lneed@agewellvt.org.

KEEP ON SCHEDULE — American Red Cross 
Blood Services is in need of a Volunteer Scheduler 
to help contact volunteers for assignments at 
blood drives and at the Burlington Donor Center. 
This is mainly phone work for about three hours a 
week and can be done from the scheduler’s home 
or the Red Cross offi ce. Contact Alice Drislane, 
497-6807 or alice.drislane@redcross.org.

OPERATION HAPPINESS helps families in 
Franklin and Grand Isle counties each year to 
provide and holiday meal, winter wear, and toys. 
This effort helps 1000 local families each year. 
For information on how you can help, visit https://
unitedwaynwvt.org/operation-happiness or 
contact Megan Bridges, megan@unitedwaynwvt.
org.

MENTOR! MENTOR! — Mercy Connections 
Women’s Mentoring Program, in partnership 
with the Department of Corrections, matches 
woman volunteers with women being released 
from prison for non-violent offenses. Volunteer 
mentors help women stay focused on goals they 
have set for themselves and help to identify 
community resources that will help them reach 
those goals. Training will be held in February. 
Contact Maeve Keating, 846-7063 or mkeating@
mercyconnections.org.

OFFICE SUPPORT — Bayada Hospice is 
seeking volunteer administrative volunteers, two 
to four hours a week. Tasks include assembling 
information packets, managing an inventory of 
supplies, making check-in calls to patients and/or 
caregivers, helping with scheduling and hosting 
meeting, and general offi ce tasks. Interview and 
background check required. Training and ongoing 
support and recognition provided. Contact 
Beverly Hill, 448-1610 or bhill2@bayada.com.

NUTRITION SUPPORT — Winooski Senior 
Center is looking for Nutrition Support Volunteers 
to assist with basic food prep, chopping vegetables, 
food service, clearing tables, and more. Tuesdays 
from 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM. Contact Olivia Miller, 
734-1836, Ext. 12, or volunteer@winooskivt.org.

PREPARE AND SHARE A HOLIDAY MEAL 
— Dismas House in Burlington and in Winooski 
is looking for volunteers to cook a portion of 
their Christmas meal and then join residents at 
the holiday table. A great opportunity for those 
with no holiday plans or for small families who 
want to share a meal with an appreciative group. 
In Burlington contact Zoe Bishop, 658-0318 or 
zoe@dismasofvt.org. In Winooski contact Sue 
Drollette, 655-0300 or sue@dismasofvt.org.

RIDE WITH THE KIDS — Good News 
Garage’s Ready to Go program works with the 
Vermont Department for Children and Families 
to provide rides to children to and from daycares. 
Rides available weekdays 6:00 – 10:00 AM, 2:00 
– 5:30 PM. Volunteers are needed in Burlington 
to assist children entering and exiting the vehicle, 
securing them in car seats, entertaining, and 
walking children into and out of their daycares. 
Choose a day and time that works for you, and 
enjoy the ride. Contact Amanda Allen, 864-3667 
or aallen@goodnewsgarage.org.

Remember
Jesus is the reason 
for the season!

The Boutin Family
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(888) 921-5990

LIMITED TIME

Up to $150 off *

ENERGY STAR® Smart Thermostats

*Subject to availability and eligibility. Limit 2 per Vermont household and 6 per Vermont business.

Qualifying models save energy by using sensors and 
automation to respond to your daily schedule.

Visit www.e�ciencyvermont.com/shop 
to find participating retailers and research 
top-rated products, including those from:

•  ecobee
•  Honeywell
•  Nest

Legislative update
By Theresa Wood

State Representative, Washington-Chittenden
Hi folks!
It’s hard to believe but opening day of the 2020 Legislative 

Session is just a month away — the gavel drops on Tuesday, January 
7. We attended a legislative briefing this week and I’m sharing the 
presentations for your information. Of particular note is the Clean 
Water presentation and climate initiatives — these are topics that 
I have received questions about as I have been attending meetings 
with constituents and various organizations all through the summer 
and fall. Here is the link: https://ljfo.vermont.gov/publications/
legislative-briefing

As we gear up for the 2020 session, all of the bills from last 
session remain active, and of course there will be others introduced 
when we return in January. We’re looking for input in preparation 
for our return to the State House. Please consider filling out this 
brief survey to let us know where you stand on some of the issues in 
the headlines: https://forms.gle/dzUbNu11zt8iBnVZ8. To take part, 
click the link and enter all fields before submitting. The survey will 
be open through December 15.

Your voice is critically important as we prep for the session. 
If you want to connect beyond this survey or you have issues or 
questions that are not covered in the survey, please feel free to email 
me at twood@leg.state.VT.us.

It continues to be an honor to serve as your State Representative. 
Thank you.

Protecting VT consumers 
from fine print

By Senator Michael Sirotkin
Chittenden County

Chair, Senate Economic Development, 
Housing and General Affairs Committee

Several months ago, I wrote about a new law protecting Vermont 
consumers from unknown or unwanted automatic renewals on their 
contracts for goods and services. Many legal experts around the 
country have now described it as perhaps the strongest law of its 
kind in protecting consumers.

In 2018 our committee learned that sellers of consumer goods 
and services, whose contracts lasted a year or more, frequently 
buried automatic renewal provisions deep in their fine print. They 
also made it inordinately hard for consumers who wanted to end 
their contracts, to do so.

In order to provide greater transparency, the new law now 
requires a separate acknowledgement by the consumer that they 
specifically agree IN ADVANCE to any automatic renewal of more 
than one month. It also requires that any consumer who wants to 

State transportation 
budget highlights

By Tim Ashe
State Senator, Chittenden District

Each year the Legislature passes a Transportation Budget which 
represents Vermont state government’s efforts to maintain and 
improve all types of transportation infrastructure and to keep people 
safe getting from place to place. What’s less well-known is how 
investments in the Transportation Budget help save Vermonters 
money and reduce transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions. 
I describe some of them below:

(1) Park and Rides. We appropriated $2,651,588 to fund four park 
and ride construction projects — creating 277 new spaces across 
the State — and the design of five additional facilities — totaling 
277 additional spaces — scheduled for construction in 2021. Once 
completed, these 554 new park and ride spaces will increase the 
number of State-owned park and ride spaces by 34%. This includes 
construction of 142 spaces in Williston. Additional projects are in 
Saint Johnsbury, Royalton, Cambridge, Thetford, Berlin (Exit 6), 
Berlin (Exit 7), Manchester, and Williamstown. These investments 
enable significantly more carpooling throughout the state, keeping 
more money in people’s pockets while helping reduce emissions.

(2) Bike and Pedestrian Facilities. We appropriated $14,737,044 
to fund 34 bike and pedestrian construction projects for 2020, 
and 20 bike and pedestrian design or right-of-way projects for 
construction in 2021. The construction projects include the creation, 
improvement, or rehabilitation of walkways, sidewalks, shared 
use paths, bike paths, and cycling lanes. Projects were funded in 
Albany, Arlington, Bennington, Burlington, Castleton, Chester, 

Colchester, Dover, East Montpelier, Enosburg Falls, Essex, Fair 
Haven, Fairfield, Franklin, Hardwick, Hartford, Hinesburg, Jericho, 
Lake Champlain causeway, Manchester, Middlebury, Milton, 
Montpelier-Berlin, Moretown, Norwich, Pittsford, Plainfield, 
Pownal, Richford, Royalton, Rutland City, South Burlington, 
Springfield, Stowe, Sheldon, Swanton, Thetford, Underhill, 
Waitsfield, Waterbury, West Rutland, Williston, and Winooski.

(3) Transportation Alternatives. For this program in which the 
State funds local projects, we appropriated $4,085,772 to fund 21 
transportation alternatives construction projects and 14 design or 
right-of-way projects. Of these 35 projects, 12 involve environmental 
mitigation related to clean water or stormwater concerns, and the 
remaining 23 involve bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Projects were 
funded in Bennington, Brandon, Burlington, Castleton, Chester, 
Colchester, East Montpelier, Enosburg, Essex, Essex Junction, 
Hartford, Hyde Park, Jericho, Montpelier, Newfane, Pomfret, 
Putney, Rutland City, Shelburne, South Burlington, Springfield, 
St. Albans, St. Johnsbury, Thetford, Williston, Wilmington, and 
Winooski.

(4) Public Transit. We appropriated $36,824,399 to fund public 
transit throughout the State. This includes funds for two large all-
electric transit buses for the Burlington area and for two all-electric 
small shuttle buses for the Montpelier area.

(5) Rail. We appropriated $35,983,865 for passenger and 
freight rail uses throughout the State. This includes $5,200,000 for 
infrastructure upgrades to bring passenger rail service to Burlington 
from New York City. Since one freight rail car holds the equivalent 
of four tractor trailer trucks, increased usage of freight rail lines will 
reduce carbon emissions and minimize wear and tear on the State’s 
highway network.

(6) Transformation of the State Vehicle Fleet. The State Vehicle 
Fleet contains 734 vehicles. Presently, a mere 54 of those vehicles 
are hybrid or plug-in electric vehicles. We passed a new requirement 
that not less than 50 percent of vehicles purchased or leased by the 
Department of Buildings and General Services on or after July 1, 
2019 be hybrid or plug-in electric vehicles, and not less than 75 
percent beginning July 1, 2021. We also included funds to purchase 
12 fully electric vehicles and charging stations at State-owned 
facilities in Montpelier, Rutland, Springfield, and Barre.

(7) Plug-in electric vehicle incentive program. This program will 
offer financial incentives to income-eligible Vermont households 
purchasing or leasing new plug-in electric vehicles. While many who 
have purchased electric vehicles have done so for environmental 
reasons, an increasing number of Vermonters are doing so because 
of the low operating costs. The electricity to power the cars is much 
cheaper than gas, and maintenance costs are extremely low. We 
also established a program to help lower-income families get into 
higher MPG vehicles needed to get to work to save them money and 
reduce long term reliance on public benefits.

(8) We authorized spending $1M this year on Electric Vehicle 
charging stations for public use with a goal of having a fast charging 
station within 30 miles of every VT home by the end of 2020.

I hope this information is useful to you. As always, email me 
(TimAshe@BurlingtonTelecom.net) with any questions, comments 
or suggestions

cancel, before being renewed, should be told how to do so in a 
timely and reasonably straightforward way.

Furthermore the law, which became effective July 1, 2019, 
is meant to apply to a wide range of products/services including 
magazine subscriptions, warranties, multiple apps, entertainment 
and data packages, gym memberships, food and beverage clubs, 
and much, much more.

If you have any contracts that are for a year or more and that 
renew for more than a month, the new law’s disclosure requirements 
should be applicable.

You can read the new short law at https://legislature.vermont.
gov/statutes/section/09/063/02454a.

Our committee is currently determining the extent of compliance 
with these new requirements by some of our bigger businesses. If 
you have been asked to make payments on services or products 
that you believed would end after a year or more, OR have had 
challenges in ending your contract after a year, I’d welcome hearing 
from you.

My committee has met in Bellows Falls on this topic. The Deputy 
Vermont Attorney General testified and representatives of Amazon, 
Apple and Comcast were also been invited to speak.

Email Senator Sirotkin at sirotkin.senate@gmail.com.
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Vermont Gas - Safety Ads - Mountain Gazette

Size

6.5” x 8.5”

Winter 2019 C M Y K

Date Colors Contact

jasmine@alder.studioJasmine Parsia 802-598-8934

Questions? Visit vgsvt.com or call us at 800-639-8081

Natural Gas Safety: Detecting, 
Reporting & Preventing Leaks

Detecting a gas leak:
Smell Natural gas is normally odorless. A distinctive, pungent odor, similar to rotten 

eggs, is added so that you will recognize it quickly.  Sight You may see a white cloud, 

mist, fog, bubbles in standing water or blowing dust. You may also see vegetation that 

appears to be dead or dying for no apparent reason. Sound You may hear an unusual 

noise like a roaring, hissing, or whistling.

If you suspect a leak:
Move immediately to a safe location.  Call VGS at 

1-800-639-8081 immediately, with the exact location.  

Do not smoke or operate electrical switches or 

appliances. These items may produce a spark that 

might ignite the gas or cause an explosion.  Do not 

assume someone else will report the condition.

Preventing leaks:
Use care when working near natural gas 

facilities. Digging into a pipeline is the largest 

single cause of pipeline failures. Protect 

yourself and underground facilities, before 

starting to dig call Dig Safe™ at 811 to 

notify them of the work.

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season, from your friends
at VGS!

Cuts and Styles for the Entire Family
899-2236 • Park Street • UnderhillGert
’s

For the Results You Deserve...
...moving across town or

across the country,
Rely on...

JANICE BATTALINE
Senior Real Estate Specialists

Certified Residential Specialists

janbatt7859@gmail.com
802-861-6226

Your Partner in SUCCESS.  It’s the experience.

Happy
Holidays

From the team at

Sunrise Physical � erapy 

644-8011
5016 Rte 15 Je� ersonville

Brian, Katie, Pam, Kat, Emily
Olive and Joanne

From Russell & Karen  Bushey
K&R Automotive

 (802) 899-1043

Route 15, underhill

Christmas events, celebra-
tions, and services

There are many Christmas events and celebrations happening; 
here are just a few.

At the United Church of Underhill, Park St., Underhill Flats 
there will be an Advent Service, including lighting the Advent 
Wreath, on Sunday, December 22; the theme of the service will be 
Love. There will be a Christmas Eve service at 7:00 PM.

At Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, VT Rt. 15, Jericho – as 
on the third Saturday of each month – will host the Ecumenical 
Food Shelf at 9:00 AM on Saturday, December 21. On Christmas 
Eve will be a Family Candlelight Service at 4:30 PM, for which 
children from the Sunday School will lead worship and present the 
story of Jesus’ birth through story and song in Good Shepherd’s 
Christmas pageant, with carol singing and good cheer for all ages. 

At 9:00 PM Christmas Eve there will be a Candlelight Service and 
Holy Communion, celebrating the good news of the season with 
candlelight, choral anthems, and carols. On Sunday, December 29, 
brunch will follow worship with Christmas Lessons and Carols at 
9:00 AM, celebrating the birth of Jesus through a series of Bible 
readings interspersed with carol singing; Holy Communion will be 
celebrated and a Holiday Brunch for all follows. Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church is served by Rev Dr. Arnold I. Thomas. Pastor 
Arnold can be reached on the church phone, 899-3932 or by email 
at pastorthomas@goodshepherdjericho.org; or visit website good-
shepherdjericho.org for more information.

Please join the United Church of Fairfax, 8 Fletcher Rd., Fair-
fax for a joyous hour of hope as we celebrate the Christmas Story 
with a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 4:30 PM. The service 
will include the singing of your favorite Christmas hymns, the Sun-
day School pageant, and a visit from Santa Lucia. We will conclude 
with a candlelit singing of Silent Night. For questions or informa-
tion, please contact Pastor Rev. Katherine Arthaud, 802-233-8639 
or KArthaud@aol.com.

The Catalyst Church on Raceway, 100 Raceway Rd., Jericho 
is hosting a Pancakes & PJs Christmas Party on Sunday, December 
22, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Cat Kids and all kids can come dressed 
in their favorite PJs, enjoy pancakes and hot cocoa with all the fix-
in’s, and will play some reindeer games, watch a puppet show, and 
much more! Open to the public. Then, all are welcome to come to 
Christmas Eve in Vermont at the Catalyst Church, 5:30 – 7:00 PM. 
A traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service with hot cider and 
cookies! A family tradition!

On Christmas eve at 4:00 PM, Mount Mansfield Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho will fill their 
hearts and the meeting house in the red barn with songs, stories, 
readings, and candlelight. Visiting family and friends, as well as 
newcomers – all are welcome.

Catholic services on Christmas Eve will be held in two sister 
parishes, St. Thomas Catholic Church, Greene St., Underhill 
Center, and St. Mary’s Church, 312 North Main St., Cambridge. 
St. Thomas offers Christmas Eve Mass, 4:00 – 5:00 PM. St. Mary’s 
will conduct Christmas Eve Mass from 7:00 – 8:00 PM and a Mid-
night Mass, 11:55 PM – 1:00 AM. On Christmas Day, St. Thomas 
offers Christmas Mass, 9:00 – 10:00 AM; at St. Mary’s, 11:00 – 
11:45 AM.

Covenant Community Church invites you to celebrate the joy 
of Christmas at 7:00 PM on Christmas Eve. Gather with friends and 
family to share the retelling of the Christmas story with traditional 
lessons and carols and candlelight. The church is located at 1 Whit-
comb Meadows Lane, Essex (near the Jericho/Essex town line, off 
VT Rt. 15 across from John Leo's). Call Pastor Jeannette Conver, 
879-4313, for more information.

You are invited to lift your voice to make a joyful noise in the be-
loved annual Lessons & Carols service at Jericho Congregational 
Church on Sunday, December 22, 8:00 and 11:00 AM on the town 
green in Jericho Center. Nursery care is available (up to age 5) as is 
signing for the deaf upon request. 

Merry
Christmas
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Delivering Warmth and Good Cheer 
Throughout the Holiday Season

1-802-644-2749

10 Lincoln Street Essex Junction • 800-777-8115 • 802-878-8113
www.maplehurst� orist.com

� ere’s still time 
to decorate your home 

or holiday table! Stop in 
for a beautiful arrangement, 

poinsettia, or deck the hall tree!

878-4982
145 Jericho Rd, 
Essex Junction

johnleoandsons
@aol.com

from 
John, Carol, Family and Sta� 

Happy 
New Year

Merry Christmas
Happy hanukkah
Happy new Year

From the staff
at the 

Mountain Gazette
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Library news continued on page 9

lIbRaRy news

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
All events are free and some activities require advance registra-

tion.
The library will be closed Tuesday-Thursday, December 24-26. 

Regular hours resume Friday, December 27, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM. 
The library will close Tuesday, December 31 at 4:00 PM, and re-
open Thursday, January 2 at 12:00 PM.

The Board of Trustees will meet Thursday, January 16 at 7:00 
PM.

Adult Programs
Knitting with Neighbors — Thursday, December 19, 6:00 PM. 

New to knitting and looking for support to get past the first row or 
remember how to cast on? This is the group for you. Experienced 
knitter just looking for inspiration to try something new or share 
your knitting wisdom? This is the group for you. Not new to knit-
ting, but new to Jericho or Underhill? You will find some friendly 
faces here. If you would like help picking a first time project, please 
feel free to contact Julie Hehir, juliehhehir@comcast.net.

Mah Jongg — Mondays, January 6 at 6:30 PM, and January 20 at 
1:00 PM. Please join us as we explore the ancient Chinese tile game 
of winds, dragons, and number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card 
games, you’ll love Mah Jongg! All are welcome—no experience 
necessary!

Scrabble — Thursdays, 11:00 AM. Join us on the second Thurs-
day of every month (January 9) for the original wordplay game. 
Exercise your mind and improve your vocabulary (especially of 
two- and three-letter words). 

Legislative Update — Thursday, January 14, 6:30 – 8:00 PM. 
George Till and Trevor Squirrel will be here to provide legislative 
information and answers to your questions. Please feel free to drop 
in and meet up with your representatives.

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers — Tuesday, January 14, 7:00 PM. 
DRBL is a monthly adult book discussion group. New members 
are always welcome to drop in on any meeting, which is always 
the second Tuesday of the month. For more information, contact 
Christine@cstaffa.com.

Trivia Quest — Saturday, January 18, 7:00 PM. Do you pine for 
pub quizzes, trounce at Trivial Pursuit, and jump to answer Jeop-
ardy? If so, join us for Trivia Quest, our monthly contest of not-so-
general knowledge.

Youth Programs
Story Hour with Beth and David London — Fridays, January 3, 

10, 17, 24, and 31, 10:30 AM. Beth and David London, formerly of 
Poker Hill School will be at DRML to share songs and stories with 
young children and their families. Snack will follow!

Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 – 8:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 
PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 PM; closed 
Monday. For information on any of the library’s programs, call 899-
4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Story Time, Wednesdays, 10:30 – 11:30 AM. Pop in for a casual 

hour of story time, smiles, songs, and laughter with Lisa! There’s a 
ukulele —maybe even two! Recommended ages: 0-5 years.

JTL Board meetings are held the second Monday of every month 
(January 13) at 5:30 PM. All are welcome to attend.

Jericho Town Library hours: Mondays 2:00 – 5:00 PM; Tuesdays 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 5:00 PM; Wednesdays 10:00 
AM – 12:00 PMand 2:00 – 7:00 PM; Thursdays 10:00 AM – 12:00 
PM and 2:00 – 5:00 PM; Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM; Saturdays 10:00 
AM – 12:00 PM.

For more information on programs and library services, please 
visit our website at www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
Community Holiday Party, Wednesday, December 18, 6:00 – 

8:00 PM. Everyone is welcome — come celebrate the holidays with 
your neighbors or meet new friends. Bring a potluck dish to share, 
if you can.

A year’s worth of thanks: The library board and the CCLA (Li-
brary Association) have so many people and organizations to thank 
this past year. This is not a complete list, but we did want to thank a 
few local businesses and organizations who helped us raise much-
needed funds over the year: The Village Tavern, Smugglers’ Notch 
Distillery, First Step Printing, Typha Marketing, Visual Artisan Pho-
tography, Two Sisters Mercantile and Wool, and all the Vermont re-
tailers who are helping get our calendar out beyond the library door 
and across the state. Our heartfelt thanks to the thirteen wonderful 
authors and poets who posed for our calendar, we hope that you 
will be introduced (or re-introduced) to some of their work. Thanks 
also to the Cambridge Rotary, the Copley Fund, and Ben and Jerry’s 
Foundation, who all provided grants in 2019. Thanks to the staff 
and volunteers at the Varnum, who assist us every day and provide 
us with entertaining and educational programs all year long. And 
most importantly, thank you, the patrons of the library. Whether you 
visit daily, pop in occasionally, or use only the electronic services 
offered, we appreciate your ongoing support!

Book recommendations from the Varnum staff: Cari: The Wolf 
Called Wander by Rosanne Parry. Told from the perspective of 
wolf, follow this remarkable journey of a young wolf as he loses 
his pack and searches for safety and a new place to call home. This 
makes a good read-aloud or independent reader. Based on a true sto-
ry and filled with information about wolves and the mountain and 
desert ecosystems, while never feeling like a lesson. Highly recom-
mend! Patty: Just in time for the holidays: America’s Test Kitchen’s 
The Perfect Cookie cookbook. So many wonderful cookie recipes, 
along with lots of valuable tips from the test kitchen, such as: Don’t 
use brown sugar when making brownies; the extra moisture pre-
vents the brownies from forming that nice crackly crust. I’ve al-
ready checked this cookbook out from the Varnum three times this 
year! Some of my favorite recipes from the book are Chocolate-
Mint Cookies (with Andes Mint “frosting”), Peppermint-Surprise 
Brownie Bites, and Chocolate Chewies.

Toy Exchange: Saturday, December 21, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM. 
Need to make room for new toys? The Varnum is hosting a com-
munity toy exchange! Swap some gently-used ones for new-to-you 
ones, free of charge and kind to our environment! Please bring only 
quality toys that are not broken or missing pieces. Limit to six items 
per person. Any remaining toys will be donated locally. Organized 
by Laura Thomason.

Roald Dahl Youth Book Club, Mondays 5:00 – 5:45 PM. In the 
tradition of our past youth books clubs (the Harry Potter series and 
Percy Jacksonseries), this year we are going to be focusing on the 
works of beloved author Roald Dahl. Currently reading James and 
the Giant Peach. The book club is recommended for ages 8-12 but 
is open to anyone, young and old. Younger kids are welcome to 
participate as well, as the chapters make a perfect amount to be read 
aloud. Those seven and under should be accompanied by an adult to 
the meetings. Each meeting will include an activity/craft and a short 
discussion. We will also have special events like movie viewings. 
Copies of all the books will be provided to participants. So that we 
can plan accordingly, please email interest in participation to Youth 
Services Librarian Cari Varner, cjvarner@gmail.com.

Varnum LEGO Club, every other Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:00 PM. 
Each meeting will feature themed and free build time, team exer-
cises, and opportunities for collaboration and — most importantly 
— creativity and imagination. Open to all ages. Large, Duplo, and 
LEGOs provided.

Baby Got Books, Tuesdays, 9:30 – 10:30 AM. A story time for 
the littlest patrons age 0-24 months, but all are welcome. We read 
age-appropriate books, sing songs, finger plays, use musical instru-
ments, and have plenty of time for free play.

Children’s Story Time and Crafts with LN, 10:00 – 11:00 AM, 
Thursdays. The library is a warm, cheery place for children to meet 
other children! Join us for stories read by people who enjoy sharing 
good books and a craft, too.

Crafting Circle: Working on a knitting project, crochet, or any 
other craft to keep cozy this fall? Join the Crafting Circle for cama-
raderie, tips, and encouragement. Meets Thursdays, 5:30 PM; no 
pre-registration required, just bring your supplies and join in!

Spanish Conversational Hour: Fridays, 6:00 – 7:00 PM. Join na-
tive Spanish speaker Milagro as she guides the group, helps with 
pronunciation, and plays a few games to help with vocabulary.

Handknit Afghan Blanket Raffle, through Friday, December 20. 
Win a beautiful handknit afghan blanket — fantastic as a gift or to 
curl up with (with a book) yourself. Tickets $5 each or three for $10. 
Many thanks to Carol Plante for sharing her gift of artistic knitting 
and to Two Sisters Mill & Mercantile (Main St., Jeffersonville) for 
donating the wool. Tickets available at the library and at the Con-
gregational Church’s Christmas Sale on Saturday, December 14.

Crescendo Club Library Association — If you enjoy the Var-
num’s collection and programming, we would enjoy having you on 
our board! Join us for just a few hours each month and support the 
library.

Varnum Memorial Library is deeply grateful for the funding that 
is received from the Town of Cambridge. This amount does not, 
however, fully fund the library’s expenses and your tax-deductible 
donations are always most appreciated. Donations can be made at 
the Library or sent via mail to Varnum Memorial Library, P.O. Box 
198, Jeffersonville, VT 05464. Thank you! 

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org. 
Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays 12:00 – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 3:00 
– 7:00 PM, Thursdays 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 – 5:00 PM, 
and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Closed Sundays.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The library will be closed on Wednesday-Thursday, December 

25-26 for Christmas, and on Wednesday, January 1 for New Year’s 
Day.

Book Giving Trees are up — What better gift to give the library 
than a book? Choose a star from one of our book giving trees. Each 
star contains the name of a book that the library would like to have. 
Books can be dedicated to a special person or family. Purchase the 
book anywhere, or at any location of our partner, Phoenix Books, 
which will give patrons 20% off the book if you bring in the star. 
Books will be collected at Phoenix if purchased there. (In a change 
from previous years: dedications can be left on the back of the 
stars.) Purchase books by Sunday, January 19.

Early Literacy Storytime: birth to pre-school, Thursdays, 11:00 
AM. Several stories will center around a theme, and there will be a 
theme-based craft. All ages and levels of attention are encouraged 
to come; don’t worry if they fidget, they are still getting a lot out 
of it!

Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:00 PM: Fiber Arts Group. Knit, crochet, and 
stitch with a vibrant group. All levels welcome, help given to begin-
ners. Questions? Contact Marianne, mfishcar@together.net.

Adult Book Group, Wednesday, December 18, 7:00 – 8:00 PM: 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. A VT Reads 2020 selection by 
the VT Humanities Council.

Library Hours: Wednesday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursday 10:00 AM 
– 7:00 PM, Friday 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; 
http://westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.
com. Like us on Facebook. 878-5639, Bree Drapa, Librarian.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
The Traveling Storytellers Puppet Show — During this free, in-

teractive holiday puppet show children become a part of the story, 
not mere observers. Holiday cheer comes alive in two puppet shows, 
A Wish to Be a Christmas Tree by Colleen Monroe, and the tradi-
tional tale of The Gingerbread Boy. Songs and a craft will make this 
a fun morning program for young children and their adults. Join us 
on Saturday, December 21, 10:30 AM.

Raffle Baskets — We will be holding a book basket raffle during 
the holiday season. Baskets are full of new and gently used books 
for readers of all ages, as well as other assorted goodies. Tickets are 
$1, or six for $5. This year’s proceeds will support the purchase of 
new DVD movies for the collection.

December Art Show — For the month of December we will be 
showing work Judy Bush has created from paper pulp made from 
recycled colored papers. For most of the work, the paper is the 
painting. A few have printed (linocuts) on the hand made paper.

Playgroup with Stories and Songs — The good times kick off 
with songs and shakers around the colorful alphabet rug. Next up 
is storytime and snacks (bring your own). Then, the toys and art 
supplies come out for free play and crafts. Co-sponsored by the 
Lund Center. Kids from infant to age five and their caregivers are 
invited to join us in the community room on Wednesdays, 10:00 
AM – 12:00 PM.

Preschool Storytime — This special storytime is for children 
ages 3-5. We will share picture books, songs, and activities, with a 
focus on the six pre-reading skills that form a child’s early literacy 
experience and help set them up for a lifelong love of books and 
reading. Join us on Fridays, 10:30 AM.

Free Coffee and Tea: Warm yourself with a hot cup of coffee or 
tea during the cold winter season. The beverage table is to the left of 
the circulation desk on the ground floor. Help yourself and sip while 
you browse, read, work, or gather with friends.

Open Monday and Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 1:00 – 6:00 PM; Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Satur-
day, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; closed Sunday.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, Rich-
mond, VT 05477; 434-3036; 434-3223 (fax); www.richmondfreeli-
braryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY, WILLISTON
All events free. Children 8 and younger must be accompanied by 

an adult while at the library.
Meditation Program: Friday, December 20, 12:00 – 1:00 PM. 

Lower your stress level and unlock calm at our bi-monthly medita-
tion program. Learn about the different types of meditation through 
practice, breath-work and balancing Chakras. All levels are wel-
come.

Brown Bag Book Club: Tuesday, December 17, 12:30 – 1:30 PM 
Meet others who love to discuss books. This month we will discuss 
The Temptation of Forgiveness by Donna Leon. Books are avail-
able at the front desk. Beverages and dessert provided.

Current Events Conversation: Wednesday, December 18, 10:30 
AM – 12:00 PM. Gather with others interested in discussing news-
worthy topics.

Tech Tutor: Wednesday, December 18, 4:00 – 6:00 PM. One-on-
one technology help from a teen. Guarantee a time by making a 
30-minute appointment at 878-4918. Drop-ins are welcome if space 
is available.

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, 21 Library Lane, Williston; 
878-4918or www.williston.lib.vt.us.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration encouraged. 
Tuesdays, 9:30 – 10:30 AM: Preschool Story Hour. Join us for 

themed stories, songs, and activities for ages 0-6. No registration 
needed.

Thursday, December 19, 3:15 – 4:30 PM: Chess Club. For Expe-
rienced Intermediate to Advanced Players, grade 4 and up. Please 
register at the library.

Hours: Monday, Wednesday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM; Tuesday, 
Thursday 8:30 AM – 8:00 PM; Friday 8:30 AM – 3:15 PM; Satur-
day 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. 
Call or email libraryprograms@fwsu.org. For up-to-date info about 
programs, visit our website: www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you 
can also find a link to the interactive Google calendar.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Monday, December 16, 3:15 – 4:15 PM: Read with Pugsly. Prac-

tice reading with our therapy dog and friend, Pugsly, who is certi-
fied through Therapy Dogs of Vermont. For all ages.

Mondays, December 16, 23, 30, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech Help 
with Clif. Offering one-on-one technology help. Bring in your new 
gadget or gizmo and Clif will sit with you to help you learn its 
ways! Reservation required. Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours 
in advance.

Tuesday, December 17, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. We will 
engage kids with picture book stories, songs, puppets, and rhymes 
in the picture book room. Come read and play with us.

Tuesdays, December 17, 31, 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM: Current 
Events Discussion Group. A forum for lively and courteous expres-
sion of views about current events, news, and issues. Come to share 
or just to listen. Moderated by Sandy Baird.

Tuesday, December 17, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Read with Daisy. Daisy 
loves to listen to kids read every Wednesday. She is certified by 
Therapy Dogs of Vermont. Daisy’s owner is Maddie Nash, a retired 
school counselor. For all ages.

Tuesday, December 17, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: LEEP (Library El-
ementary Event Planners). LEEPers will learn to make homemade 
bouncy balls, both for fun and to prepare for helping at a January 
Wonder Wednesday. Grades 6-8 welcome. Snacks will be served! 
Note: Due to the holidays, we will be meeting the third Tuesday this 
month, not the fourth.

Tuesday, December 17, 7:00 – 9:00 PM: Brownell Library Trust-
ees Meeting.

Wednesday, December 18, 10:00 – 10:45 AM: Story Time. We 
will engage kids with picture book stories, songs, puppets, and 
rhymes in the picture book room. Come read and play with us. Re-
peat of Tuesday program.

Wednesday, December 18, 12:00 and 1:00 PM: Tech Help with 
Clif. Offering one-on-one technology help. Reservation required. 
Please call 878-6955 at least 24 hours in advance.

Wednesday, December 18, 3:30 – 4:30 PM: Wonder Wednes-
days: Conversations in Character. Make, experiment, collaborate, 
and explore your curiosity. This week we will learn to build char-
acters using just our voices and the Chatterpix app. Call or check 
online for program details. Best for ages 6 and up.

Wednesday, December 18, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Red Clover Group 
for Homeschooled Students. Each month, students in grades K-4 
read two titles and do activities with one of the books on the list for 
this year’s Red Clover Award. Voting takes place in March. This 
program is sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Wednesday, December 18, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Dorothy’s List Group 
for Homeschooled Students. Each month, students in grades 4-8 
discuss books from this year’s Dorothy’s List. Students will discuss 
their opinions and responses to their favorite book contestant and 
will learn how to contribute thoughtfully to book group discussions. 
This program is sponsored by the Brownell Library Foundation.

Wednesday, December 18, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: GMBA Book Dis-
cussion for Homeschooled Students. High school aged students dis-
cuss this year’s GMBA nominees. Voting takes place in the spring. 
For grades 9 and up. This program is sponsored by the Brownell 
Library Foundation.



Mountain Gazette, December 19, 2019                                                   www.mtngazettevt.com                                                                             Page   
  
9  

letteRs to the eDItoR
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library news continued from page 8
Wednesday, December 18, 7:00 – 8:30 PM: TEDx BrownellLi-

brary: Positive Thinking. Ted Talk videos around this theme will be 
viewed and reflected upon. This is a great opportunity to connect 
with others!

Friday, December 20, 9:30 – 10:15 AM: Music with Raph! Come 
sing and play with Raph. For all ages. Note: this is the third Friday, 
not the fourth Friday!

Friday, December 20, 3:30 – 4:30 PM: Winter Solstice with 
Bridget. The Winter Solstice is very special — it’s the year’s short-
est day and longest night. Throughout time, people have come to-
gether to honor the Winter Solstice and welcome the lengthening 
days ahead. We’ll celebrate the return of the sun with stories, songs 
and crafts! Best for ages 6 and up.

Friday, December 20, 6:30 – 8:30 PM: Family movie. Free pop-
corn and drinks!

Tuesday-Wednesday, December 24-25: Library closed for the 
holidays.

Friday, December 27, 5:30 – 8:30 PM: Dungeons & Dragons. 
Embark upon imaginary adventures. A Dungeon Master serves as 
this role playing game’s referee and storyteller. Game starts at 6:30 
PM, come early for help with character design. Best for teens and 
adults.

Saturday, December 28, 2:00 – 4:00 PM: Lego Fun! Come build 
creatively with Legos and see what others build. For all ages; chil-
dren under 9 years old must bring a responsible caregiver.

Monday, December 30, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Giant Self-Portraits. 
Explore various art materials and make a giant self-portrait. Rec-
ommended for ages 6 and up.

Tuesday, December 31, 10:00 – 10:30 AM: Vacation Story Time. 
Join us for a special vacation story time. We will read a few books, 
sing, rhyme, and put on a puppet show. Siblings welcome!

Tuesday, December 31, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Paper Airplanes! Learn 
to make different styles of paper airplanes and then compete in 
competitions with other participants! Ages six and up welcome.

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Hours: Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM; Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Saturday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Call Main Desk 878-6955, 
Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-6957, or frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Tuesday, December 17, 6:30 – 8:00 PM, and Thursdays, Decem-

ber 19, 26, 1:00 – 2:00 PM: Drop-In Knitting Club. Bring in your 
current knitting project or start a new one in the company of fellow 
knitters! 

Wednesday, December 18, 10:00 – 11:00 AM: Tech Time. Need 
some tech help? Drop in with your device and your questions! 

Wednesday, December 18, 10:30 – 11:30 AM: Books and Ba-
bies. Stories, songs, and gentle movement, with the baby in your 
life! Ages 0-18 months.

Thursday, December 19, 26, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: Lego Club. Join in 
the LEGO fun by joining the LEGO Club! Come together weekly to 
build creations and expand your STEAM skills. Ages 5+.

Fridays, December 20, 27, 10:20 – 11:30 AM: Musical Storytime. 
Rock ‘n read with Noreen on Friday mornings with books, songs, 
and instruments. All ages. 

Saturdays, December 21, 28, 10:30 – 11:30 AM: Weekend Sto-
rytime. Start off your weekend with books, rhymes, and songs on 
Saturday mornings!

Saturdays, December 21, 28, 12:00 – 1:00 PM: Spanish/English 
Intercambio. If you are a native English speaker who wants to learn 
or improve your Spanish, or if you are a native Spanish speaker who 
wants to learn or improve your English, our intercambio may be for 
you! For the first hour of every session we will speak exclusively in 
Spanish and for the second hour we will speak exclusively in Eng-
lish. Come join the conversation!

Mondays, December 23, 30, 10:30 – 11:30 AM: Storytime with 
Jasmine. Enjoy reading, rhyming, and crafts each week! All ages. 

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. Hours: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Tuesday, Thursday: 9:00 
AM – 8:00 PM; Saturday, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 802-879-0313; www.
essexfreelibrary.org.

VT F&W has online 
license gift certificates

Nesting loons have a record year
Vermont’s loons are thriving, with a record 101 nesting pairs 

recorded statewide in 2019, the highest since loon monitoring began 
in 1978, according to the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department 
and Vermont Center for Ecostudies (VCE).

“Seventy-five of the loon nests successfully produced 115 
chicks this year,” said wildlife biologist Eric Hanson with VCE. 
“Although there were losses, 87 chicks survived through August, 
which exceeded the past five-year average survival of 73 percent.”

VCE leads the Vermont Loon Conservation Project in partnership 
with the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department.

“We are very grateful to Eric Hanson and the many volunteers 
who help monitor Vermont’s nesting loons,” said Fish and Wildlife’s 
bird biologist Doug Morin. “The loon has been the flagship 
species of our nongame work since the nongame tax checkoff 
and conservation license plate programs began to help fund these 
efforts.”

“Vermont’s loon project is a tremendous success story, with only 
seven nesting pairs producing nine chicks in 1983 growing to more 
than 100 nesting pairs this year,” added Morin.

Loons were removed from Vermont’s endangered species list in 
2005 following decades of recovery efforts. One of the main threats 
still facing loons as they continue to recover is human disturbance 
during the breeding season.

“Many areas where loons are nesting on Vermont’s lakes are 
surrounded by signs reminding people to give loons the space 
they need, but not all nesting areas are marked,” said Morin. “We 
ask people to enjoy loons from a distance, whether they are in a 

VT F&W asks hunters to report 
wildlife sightings, hunt efforts

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department is offering hunters 
the opportunity to participate in its annual deer hunter effort survey.

The survey is like a diary, where hunters record how many hours 
they hunted and how many deer, moose, bears, or other wildlife they 
saw on each day of the November rifle season. This information 
helps the department evaluate how hunting pressure and the number 
of these animals varies throughout the season and around the state.

Vermont Fish and Wildlife has mailed survey cards to several 
thousand randomly selected hunters each year since 1999. That 
survey is now available for all licensed deer hunters through the 
Fish and Wildlife website.

“The information we get from this survey is critically important 
for the management of deer and other wildlife in Vermont,” said 
Nick Fortin, Fish and Wildlife’s deer project leader. “If we hear 
from more hunters, our deer population estimates will be more 
reliable and our management will be more effective.”

For more information, go to www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

Finding a gift that will continue to give for a full year is a 
challenge, but the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department has a 
solution on their website -- a license gift certificate for hunting and 
fishing licenses. “It’s a perfect gift for a friend or family member 
who hunts or fishes,” said Fish and Wildlife Commissioner Louis 
Porter. “You can go to our website, fill out the gift certificate and 
pay for it online, and then print the certificate to present to your 
recipient.” The gift certificate has a link in the license section of 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife website (www.vtfishandwildlife.
com). The person who receives the certificate must go to the 
website to redeem their certificate and purchase their licenses. “If 
you have a friend or relative who hunts or fishes, this is an easy 
gift-giving solution,” said Porter. “The gift certificate will cover 
licenses for 2020 or for licenses in future years.”                
                                                                       PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

motorboat, a canoe or a kayak.”
Morin also reminds people to avoid lead fishing tackle. Loons 

sometimes swallow stray fishing tackle and suffer the effects of 
lead poisoning. Lead sinkers weighing one-half ounce or less are 
prohibited for fishing in Vermont. And, he recommends that anglers 
be careful to not attract loons to their bait and lures, and especially 
don’t leave any fishing line behind as fishing tackle does kill loons.

Road use
To the Editor,

The Saturday before taxes were due I headed to town to slip my 
payment into the town mail slot.

The roads were covered with icy spots and the sun was out in full 
force = great morning.

As I started down a hill I got sight of a couple of figures on the 
roadway. They disappeared over the rise they were on. So as I 
approached that rise, I slowed down. Good thing I did because there 
were four ladies running in spread-out formation in half of the road. 
They did not hear me coming because of the nice day — they were 
all talking. Gave my horn a toot and they all went into a single line.

I understand the fact that they have as much right to the use 
of our dirt roads, but I think some common sense would come in 
handy. Icy roads, run down incline, spread out with two or three feet 
between each — think about it.

The great thing about this is when I got to the Green, here was 
four cars. They drive, they see this on the road and they still do what 
I bet they may complain about. Cars’ metal — bodies’ bones — they 
do not mix well.

Just Dan.
Daniel Strobridge

Westford

Many residents support AED project!
To the Editor,

Local people have donated or promised $4025 to fund heart 
defibrillators in public sites in town. Checks from $15 to $200 have 
been mailed in and over $400 has been collected in donation jars. 
The manufacturer has lowered the price by $420. A 9th grade MMU 
student has offered to hold a bake sale. That’s the good news.

Still, there is not enough money to fund the five AEDs needed. 
A shortfall of almost $2800 means Jericho Café and Tavern (JCAT) 
and/or the Community Center won’t get an AED unless more funds 
are found. (JCAT is the only site in Jericho Corners with long open 
hours and many people passing through.)

The many contributions and messages of support have been 
greatly appreciated. If you have not already donated there is still 
time (The price is good guaranteed through December 31). If you 
know of a business or organization that might offer a grant, please 
let me know. If you want more information on defibrillators or 
sudden cardiac arrest, email me (juliavblake@comcast.net).

Jericho residents need the reassuring presence of life-saving 
AEDs. Remember the holiday giving spirit!

Julia Blake
Jericho 

PeoPle In the news - obItuaRy
Two ways to help out 

the Westford Public Library
Bree Drapa

Librarian, Westford Public Library, Westford
There are two ways you can donate to the Westford Public Library 
this holiday season:
• Consider donating to our annual appeal. For more on that, 
go online to https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-
1vTfBmVG3TFk9Egk-zE1p3EkIATQPCsQrd2QBw2V2aSKmQrgu
EVZ71zRkjKOssEFLfVz7LPPqL_mF7g0/pub
• Donate a book from our book trees! Come in to the library and 
grab a star from one of our book trees. Each star contains the name 
of a book that library would like for its collection. You can buy 
the book from anywhere and bring it in by January 18, or you can 
purchase the book from Phoenix Books (either location) and they 
will give you 20% off the cost of the book. Phoenix will keep the 
books and we will get them later. You can leave a dedication on 
the back of the star in your book at Phoenix.
Both ways of giving are very helpful to the library. We appreciate 
the community’s continued support. Your patronage helps us be a 
better library. Thank you!

Laurent Isidore Lavallee, 100, of Westford, VT died Saturday, 
December 7, 2019 with his loving family by his side, following a 
long and healthy life. Laurent was born in Westford on September 
20, 1919 son of Isidore and Ernestine (Duff) Lavallee. He graduated 
from BFA Fairfax in 1939. He served overseas in the Army during 
WWII. On April 12, 1947, he married Doris Perreault in Gardner, 
MA. In 1959, he moved back to Westford where he bought and 
worked the family farm where he was born. He later worked at G.E. 
He is survived by his daughters Diana Wieneke of North Mankato, 
MN, Ann Drinkwine and her husband Clyde (Jr.) of Westford, Janet 
Lavery and her husband Michael of St. Albans, VT, Denise Palmer 
of Fairfax, VT, and Lucy Page and her husband James of Westford; 
by his grandchildren Darwin, Dominic and Donna, Jodie and Kelly, 
Nathan, Jennifer, Dylan, Ben and Crystal, Robert and Seamus; 
his great-grandchildren Kiera, Jaida and Lilah, Lucas and Liam, 
Molly, Emily, Henry, Adeline and Audrey; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by his wife Doris in 2012, his sons-
in-laws Daryl Wieneke in 1997 and Dennis Palmer in 2003, and his 
12 siblings. Visiting hours were held on Thursday, December 12, 
2019 at the Minor Funeral Home in Milton, VT. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated on Friday, December 13, 2019 at St. Luke 
Catholic Church, Fairfax, VT. To view Laurent’s complete obit or to 
leave an online condolence, please go to www.minorfh.com.

lIbRaRy news

We print your messages for free. 
Send us your weddings, births, 
obituaries, college information.

Send it to mtngazette@gmavt.net.
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All Phase Property Maintenance, LLC
Sanding &

Salting Services 
24 HR 

Service

Lawn Care & Gardens, Fence Installation/Repair, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete
Walkways, Walls and Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair 

York raking, Brush hogging, Snow Plowing, Sanding & Salting, Electrical & much more...

Offi ce: 899-2919 - Cell: 734-8247
Stephan Griffi ths Jr. - Owner

Fully Insured                                 allphase87@email.com                            Essex, VT 05452

Residential

commerical

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE

business Directory ad Rates
3.25”x1.5”$90.00 for 5 issues  
3.25”x3”$115.00  for 5 issues 
3.25”x4” $175.00  for 5 issues   

All ads must be prepaid prior to running. 
Email: mtngazette@gmavt.net 

for more information.

award winning homes
• Porches • Garages
• Bath & Kitchen Remodels
• Roofi ng • Siding
• Flooring: Hardwood & Tile
• Window & Door Replacement
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Light Painting
• Handyman Services

23 Kristie lane
Jericho, vt 05465

www.thurgateconstructionvt.com

• Period Design Build 
• Additions
• Remodeling 
• Sun Rooms 

leGal notIces

Town of Jericho 
PLANNING + ZONING OFFICE 

 PO Box 39 (67 VT Rte. 15), Jericho VT  05465    |   www.jerichoVT.gov 
 

                    TO:  Mountain Gazette:  Legal notices  
 From: Chris Flinn 
  Jericho Planning + Zoning Office 
  P.O. Box 39, Jericho, VT  05465 

 Date: 12-9 -19 

 Phone: 802.899.2287 x 104 

 e-mail: cflinn@jerichovt.gov   

 
Please include the following public meeting notice in the Classified Section (Legal Notices) of  

Publication date:  12-19-2019 
 
NOTE:  Please e-mail cflinn@jerichovt.gov with any questions- Thank You! 

*** 
TOWN OF JERICHO- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on WEDNESDAY 
December 11, 2019 at the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following 
 
 

• A request to the DRB by Matt’s Wash & Wax for a condition use review 
to amend a previously approval. This property is located at 127 Route 15 
which is in the Village Center Zoning District. 

 
 
 
All interested persons may appear and be heard. Additional information related to this application 
may be viewed at the Jericho Planning and Zoning Office during regular business hours.  

 
Chris Flinn 
Zoning Administrator 
cflinn@jerichovt.gov 
 

*** 

Remember to use reusable bags!
Hi! My name is Violet Clough and I am a 5th grader at Browns 

River Middle School. 
Our class is working on projects called Genius Hour projects. 

My project is to promote reusable bags. I would like it if everyone 
in our community would use reusable bags rather than plastic bags. 
Here’s why:

1) The average American family takes home 1500 bags per year 
and only recycles 1% of them.

2) 100,000 animals are killed each year by plastic bags.
3) plastic bags are only used for an average of 12 minutes but take 

500 (or more) years to degrade.
4) Americans use 100 billion plastic bags a year, which require 12 

million barrels of oil to manufacture.
Look for my reminder signs at the Jericho Market!

Westford School 
Robotics Team update

By Mark Drapa
markdrapa@yahoo.com • North Rd, Westford

Thanks to great community support, the FIRST robotics program 
expanded this year at Westford School. We had a staggering 43 
children participate from grades K-8! This gives us two competitive 
FLL middle-school teams (Periodic Pandas and Panda-monium), 
as well as fi ve exhibition teams in the FLL Jr. elementary level 
(Panda Cubs Blue, Panda Cubs Yellow, Panda Cubs Red, Panda 
Cubs Orange, and Panda Cubs Green). All teams competed at the 
FIRST Lego League Vermont State Championships on Sunday, 
December 8 at Norwich University. Good luck to all our teams!

FLL info:
The season theme for this year was City Shaper. The robot game 

included many examples of challenges faced in town planning, 
accessibility, construction, durability, zoning, and conservation. 
Each team designed, built, and programmed an autonomous robot 
using Lego Mindstorms to maneuver around the game fi eld and try 
to score as many points as possible in two minutes thirty seconds. 
Students also presented their mechanical design and programming 
at the competition.

The innovation/research project asked the question: “Identify a 
problem with a building, public space, or resource in your town, 
design a solution, and share your solution.” Both teams did a great 
deal of research, participated in the two town-wide forums, and 
designed, prototyped, and shared their solutions. They presented 
this work as part of the competition.

Below is a short summary of each project:
Periodic Pandas: The team noticed that many town resources are 

not fully utilized. They designed an app to build “social capital” in 

communities to help people share and save our resources. You may 
remember the survey they posted. Results from 71 responses can be 
found at https://drive.google.com/fi le/d/1FyIallKCkGVgEc69Zv-
idO7ZXKhTlfSr/view?usp=sharing. The team saw a need for more 
face-to-face interaction, as well as a desire to share. They architected 
a community app that looks at contacts and calendars, then links 
people in Westford with each other by building trust profi les 
between users. When potential social or sharing opportunities are 
found between users who have the appropriate mutual trust, the app 
notifi es them that they may be able to connect. The team envisions 
that users could use the app to invite people to community events, 
plan social gatherings, share hobbies, carpool, do pick-up errands, 
share gear, buy and sell, and tons more. A special thanks to FPF’s 
founder for meeting with the team to help them with their research 
work.

Panda-monium: The team is working on a plan to develop a 
community center in the town of Westford that would provide a 
gathering place in the town for community events, to meet friends, 
enjoy a cup of coffee and a sweet treat or a meal, or as a base to 
head out and explore an expanded town trail network and back 
roads on bikes or skis. The members of Panda-Monium feel that 
a community center located on the Town Common, and possibly 
linked with the Waygu Wagon and new town store, would provide 
a way for people to stay engaged in the town, to meet new friends, 
and to make more use of the Town Common and the community 
buildings located on or near the Town Common.

We plan to have a binder of all of our research, prototype, and 
design work available at the Westford Public Library for those who 
are curious to learn more. Expect it there next week.

FLL Jr. info: 
The season theme was Boomtown Build. Students learned about 

buildings and town planning through mini-builds and programming 
challenges with a Lego WeDo 2.0 robot kit. They concentrated on 
ideas like accessibility, durability, and environmentally friendly 
building techniques. Student teams planned, built, and programmed 
their ideal building that showed evidence of these ideas. The 
building included sensors, motors, and sound using the robot kit. 
Finally, students shared their work via a Show Me poster. Posters, 
buildings, and programming were on display at the competition, 
and will be as well at Westford School.

All of this work was accomplished through amazing community 
volunteers and great cooperation from our school and PTO. Thanks 
to everyone who pitched in.
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senIoR news

eMPloyMent

 ART/PHOTOGRAPHY
The Emile A Gruppe Gallery in Jericho presents an exhibition 

of acrylic paintings by Michael Strauss running through Sunday, 
December 29.Strauss says, “Good representational painting 
can create the illusion of a three-dimensional world on a two-
dimensional surface of a canvas.” Emile A Gruppe Gallery, 22 
Barber Farm Rd., Jericho; gallery hours 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM, 
Thursday-Sunday or by appointment, 899-3211.

Kathleen Berry Bergeron will offer intermediate watercolor 
classes beginning in January and running eight weeks, to be held 
in the daytime at the Jericho Community Center, Browns Trace, 
Jericho. Space will be limited. For more information, contact 
paint78@hotmail.com.

Established and emerging artists present art work in any medium 
for Beyond the Seed, an exhibit running through December in the 
Jericho Town Hall. The show is open during regular Town Hall 
hours. Enjoy a snack and stop by, on your way home or on your way 
to work, and see the show.

Walk through the beautiful woods and gardens of unique Jericho 
artist Marcia Rosberg in a new retrospective exhibit of her paintings 
at Mount Mansfi eld Community Television’s studio, 35 W. 
Main St., Richmond. The exhibit will be open to the public during 
our offi ce hours until Sunday, March 1. Stay tuned for a special 
reception and video about the artist soon. For more information and 
to check that we are open when you drop by, call 434-2550. Our 
website: MtMansfi eldCtv.org.

Visions of Vermont Art Galleries in Jeffersonville is open 
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM. Hosts Jane and Terry Shaw, 
644-8183; Visions of Vermont, 100 Main St., Jeffersonville. For 
more information, visit www.VisionsofVermont.com.

Dianne Shullenberger Gallery, 228 Nashville Rd., Jericho; 
899-4993 or vtdianne@hotmail.com.

Helen Day Art Center, 90 Pond St., Stowe. Open Tuesday-
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM and by appointment; 802-253-8359, 
www.helenday.com.

River Arts of Morrisville Inc., 74 Pleasant St., Morrisville; 
802-888-1261, http://www.riverartsvt.org.

Milton Artists’ Guild Art Center & Gallery, 199 U.S. Rt. 7 
South, Milton; open Wednesday-Saturday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 
and Sundays, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM (closed Monday and Tuesday); 
https://www.miltonartistsguild.org.

HAVOC Gallery, 27 Sears Lane, Burlington; www.
HAVOCGallery.com; HAVOC@havocgallery.com or 800-639-
1868. Hours: Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM and every fi rst Friday, 5:00 – 8:00 PM.

Bryan Memorial Gallery, 180 Main St., Jeffersonville; 802-
644-5100; www.bryangallery.org. Gallery hours: Thursday-Sunday, 
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM, and by appointment.

MUSIC
The Westford Music Series 2019-2020 is held Sundays at the 

White Church on the Common, 4:00 – 5:00 PM (usually). Open 
to the public; refreshments will be served. Sunday, January 5: 
Spintuition: Silas Hamilton (guitar, piano, fi ddle, vocals, feet), Willy 
Clemetson (fi ddle, vocals, feet), and Samuel Foucher (accordion, 
piano, vocals) play primarily contra style dance music but they 
have also crafted sweet arrangements of traditional songs into their 
repertoire, a mixture of spicy tunes and glorious old songs of trad-
Irish, French-Canadian and Old Time. Free will donation. Westford 
Music Series in collaboration with Young Tradition Vermont will 
present Spintuition, a folk band that blends creativity and tradition 
into tight harmony and joyous rhythms, on Sunday, January 5, 4:00 
– 5:00 PM at the White Chuch on the Common. Silas Hamilton 
(guitar, piano, fi ddle, vocals, feet), Willy Clemetson (fi ddle, 
vocals, feet), and Samuel Foucher (accordion, piano, vocals) play 
primarily contra style dance music but they have also crafted sweet 
arrangements of traditional songs into their repertoire. They have 
been featured at some of the biggest dance events in New England 
presenting their mixture of spicy tunes and glorious old songs of 
trad-Irish, French-Canadian and Old Time. February 9: Allison and 
Cameron Steinmetz; March 15: Christine Malcolm; April 5: Patrick 
Fitzsimmons; May 3: Paul Asbell. For information, 802-879-4028. 

aRt / MusIc

 

 

$5 Suggested 
Donation 

 
 
 

 
 

January 2020: Chittenden County 
Community Meals 

Free Tai Chi classes
Classes in Tai Chi for Strength and Balance will be given at 

3:00 – 4:00 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays (but no classes on the 
second Thursday of each month) at the United Church of Underhill, 
Park St. (on the green), Underhill. Classes will begin on Tuesday, 
January 7. The sponsor, Age Well, asks that you be 60+, and wear 
comfortable clothes and footwear. The instructor is certifi ed.

Please register: joannosborne2@gmail.com. Donations to defray 
training and heat/lights welcome.

Meals on Wheels building update
You may have heard that this year, Meals on Wheels of Lamoille 

County is celebrating 20 years as a Meals on Wheels program, 
preparing over 820,859 meals by the end of 2019!

Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County wants to meet the needs 
of aging Vermonters. Vermont is aging faster than the nation as a 
whole, making us one of the oldest states in the country. Studies 
have shown that 21st century elders want to live in a community that 
offers an active lifestyle, local connections, and avenues to share 
their lifetime of experiences, skills, knowledge, and wisdom.

In our next 20 years, we will continue to focus on home delivery 
and hope to expand our congregate gatherings and add more social 
events. To do this, we need to revamp our current building situation. 
We need to ensure we have a location where we can host daily 
activities, have ample parking with easy handicapped access, and, 
hopefully, an outdoor space for picnics and raised vegetable beds. 
We are currently exploring different partnerships and building 
options, including one with our current partner, the Civic Center. 
As you can imagine, there is a lot to consider.

We sincerely appreciate the support of the community and 
welcome your ideas and input. We will give another update in the 
new year. In the meantime, please check out our annual report at 
www.mowlc.org/annual-report.
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“I am very thankful 

for the time Jorie at 

Transitions PT has 

put into helping me 

get back to 

basketball. She 

pushed to make it 

better and made it 

super fun. Thank 

you!” 

- Emma Whitney 

wa s t e d
Americans waste 172 million pounds 

of turkey every Thanksgi
ving.

FOOD WASTE TIP: 

Shop with a plan! Plan out your 

portions – experts recommend 

1.5 lbs of turkey per person. 

LEARN MORE:
(802) 872-8111 
www.cswd.net/turkey

WE ARE OPEN  
Tuesday 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Thursday 9:00am - 11:00am
Saturday 9:00am - 11:00am

Locati on: 51 Center Rd, Essex

Rt. 15, essex center

  We are happy to serve the 
communiti es of Essex, Essex 
Juncti on, Jericho, Underhill, and 
Westf ord.

 PLEASE BRING A PIECE OF MAIL 
WITH YOU TO VERIFY RESIDENCY!

Some of us actually enjoy 
the winter.

Summer 
enjoying 
winter!

PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

‘Tis the season!
Don’t drink and drive.

Live to enjoy another holiday.


