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Are you or someone in the family home from school and need-
ing help with various subjects or certification programs?
LearningExpress is a highly acclaimed eLearning platform that
provides support to students and professionals for academic skill-
building, tutorials, occupational exploration, standardized test prep,
career certification test prep and more. Patrons will create their
own account where they can keep track of modules explored.
Brush up on your math, science or writing skills, study for the
GED, SAT, ACT, GRE, LSAT, MCAT, a variety of Allied Health
Certifications, Firefighting, Plumbing and more. Explore the pos-
sibilities at Learning Express (https://www.learningexpresshub.com/
ProductEngine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/
libraryhome?AuthToken=838C46F8-8709-4FFB-B5CC-
EF4FA995C5C6).

Open Monday and Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, Tues-
day and Thursday 1:00 – 6:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM,
Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; closed Sunday.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, Rich-
mond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223;
www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY
WILLISTON

We are all learning new ways to engage these days, and we don’t
want technology to be a barrier for anyone. If you would like to
join us but need some assistance connecting via Zoom, we are here
to help. Please email us at programs@damlvt.org or call us at
878-4918, and we will be happy to help walk you through it.

Take a short break from your day to reconnect to your peaceful
body and breath. Maryellen will lead a 30-minute guided medita-
tion that you can join through Zoom. Fridays through June at
noon. Please plan on joining a few minutes before noon to get
settled in. To join, please email programs@damlvt.org and you
will be sent the link.

Online Preschool Music Break with Peter, Mondays at 10:30
am. Dance and sing along to children’s music shared by Peter
Alsen on our Facebook page. Mondays through June!

Dottie the Bookmobile will be making the rounds this summer,
with materials for kids and adults! We are introducing themed
book bags for easy pickup, and staff will be on hand to help you
make selections. We will also have weekly “to go” craft kits, Wa-
tershed Explorers activity booklets, and information about our
Summer Reading Challenges and other library programs and ser-
vices.

Patrons may arrange to pick up reserved library materials at
any of our stops by calling 878-4918 or emailing
daml@damlvt.org. Here is the schedule through Thursday, Au-
gust 27:

• Tuesdays: 5:00 PM, Williston Community Park; 5:40 PM,
Wildflower Circle; 6:05 PM, Pleasant Acres; 6:40 PM, St. George
Villa.

• Wednesdays: 5:00 PM, South Ridge Pool; 5:30 PM, Brennan
Woods Pool; 5:55 PM, Indian Ridge Pool; 6:20 PM, Finney Cross-
ing Pool; 6:40 PM, Maple Tree Place.

• Thursdays: 5:00 PM, Stirrup Circle; 5:35 PM, Golf Links;
5:55 PM, Lefebvre Lane; 6:25 PM, Porterwood Lane.

Kids Meditation: Mindful Monday Moments with Maryellen,
Mondays at noon on Zoom. Join us for a moment of peace with
Maryellen Krangle as she guides children through a 15-minute
meditation. Please send an email to programs@damlvt.org with
the subject line “Mindful Monday Moments” with your child’s
age and first name for inclusion in the Zoom group. Registered
participants will receive a link to attend. Mondays in June from
12-12:30 pm. For ages 8-14.

Bring Your Own Book! Join us online to discuss what you’re
currently reading or a book you’ve recently enjoyed. Connect
with others and maybe pick up a few ideas for what to read in the
future. If you’d like to join, please email programs@damlvt.org
and we will send you an invitation to the Zoom meeting. Tuesday,
June 9, 12:30-1:30pm

Online Preschool Music Break with Linda, Thursdays in June,
10:30 AM. Join us for a special preschool music program with
Linda Bassick, Director of Girls Rock Vermont and children’s
performer at Radio Bean in Burlington. Watch on FaceBook, https:/
/www.facebook.com/WDAML/videos/?ref=page_internal, or
YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRM3yIFPRP-8xu-
3W-dgZew/videos?pbjreload=10.

Gross-O-Rama summer kick-off presented by Mad Science!
For preK-grade 5, Saturday, June 20, 10:00 – 11:00 AM. Get
ready for the chemistry of grossness and ickiness as you discover
the science of body-associated smells and other vile substances.
Eeew! Do your own gummy worm experiment! Online via Zoom;
Williston and St. George residents are given priority. Patrons from

other towns will be put on a wait-list. Register at https://
williston.lib.vt.us/index.php/view-all-events/936-grossorama/reg-
istration to receive the Zoom link; only one registration per family
required. For those who register, here is a list of ingredients you’ll
need to be a mad scientist! Collect these before the program to
participate. For Franken Worms: two clear glass bowls or cups/
glasses, two or three Gummy Worms, scissors, baking soda, vin-
egar. For Make Your Own Mucus: hot water (from electric kettle or
teapot), large fork, a ½ cup measuring cup, light corn syrup, pack-
ets of gelatin, a plate to put the mucus on. For Cheesy Chemistry:
a mason jar (or similar, a bowl will also work), 2 cups of milk, 1
cup of vinegar, a stirring rod or similar (large serving spoon), food
coloring.

Imagine your story... as a comic book artist! On Thursday, June
25, 3:00 PM, kids ages 8-12 can join educator and cartoonist Kane
Lynch for a comic workshop! Kane is a graduate of Vermont’s
Center for Cartoon Studies. Registration required; register online
at https://williston.lib.vt.us/index.php/view-all-events/946-imagine-
your-story-as-a-comic-book-artist-via-zoom/registration to re-
ceive a Zoom link. Only one registration per household needed
even if multiple people are viewing from one computer.

Comic Workshop Series for Teens and Adults, Thursdays, July
3, 16, and 23, 12:30 – 1:30 PM. Join cartoonist Stephanie Zuppo
on Zoom for a workshop series on comics and cartooning, where
you’ll learn about world building, character design, and the pro-
cess of making a comic. Bring your stories to life in this fun and
engaging series! Zuppo is a cartoonist, graphic designer, and edu-
cator originally from Philadelphia but currently living in Burlington.
They received their BFA in Illustration and Design at Moore Col-
lege of Art and Design in Philadelphia and an MFA in Comics at
The Center for Cartoon Studies in Vermont. Registration required;
register online at https://williston.lib.vt.us/~willist1/index.php/view-
all-events/945-comic-workshop-series-for-teens-adults/registra-
tion to receive a Zoom link. Only one registration per household
needed even if multiple people are viewing from one computer.

Imagine your story… as an author! Join local author Taylor
Antonioli on Thursdays, July 9, 16, and 23, 3:00 PM via Zoom
for an online workshop series as she guides children ages 8-12
through the writing process in a fun and engaging way. Partici-
pants will learn to create characters and build a world to bring to
life. It’s time to tap into your imagination and write your story!
Taylor has been a Williston resident her whole life, though she’s in
Burlington now as she heads into her second year at Champlain
College, where she studies as a Professional Writing major. She’s
published two books as part of a series about a teenager dealing
with discovering she’s a werewolf. You can find her books in the
YA section at the library. Registration required; register online at
https://williston.lib.vt.us/~willist1/index.php/view-all-events/944-
imagine-your-story-as-an-author/registration to receive a Zoom
link. Only one registration per household needed even if multiple
people are viewing from one computer.

Author visit with Josh Funk, Saturday, July 18, 10:00 – 10:30
AM via Zoom. Join children’s book author Josh Funk for a book
reading and Q&A via Zoom! Registered participants will be put in
the drawing to win one of Josh’s picture books! Registration re-
quired; register online at https://williston.lib.vt.us/index.php/view-
all-events/940-author-visit-with-josh-funk/registration to receive
a Zoom link. Only one registration per household needed even if
multiple people are viewing from one computer.

Sing-Along and Uke Jam with Clare Innes via Zoom, Fridays,
July 10 and 24, 10:00 – 11:00 AM. All ages welcome. Join Ukulele
Clare for a fun sing-along / play-along! All instruments and voices
and ages and abilities are welcome, so get ready to play and sing
along, and there will be something for everyone. Clare Innes is a
ukulele and harmonica teacher and sing- and play-along instigator.
She has taught hundreds of students. She believes that if you have
a song in your heart and the dedication to learn, then you have
what it takes to sing and play an instrument. Participants will
receive a song packet with lyrics and chords when they register.
Registration required; register online at https://williston.lib.vt.us/
~willist1/index.php/view-all-events/947-sing-along-uke-jam-with-
clare-innes-via-zoom/registration to receive a Zoom link. Only
one registration per household needed even if multiple people are
viewing from one computer.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Fairfax Community Library is currently closed but has

started some virtual programs and will be posting videos, hosting
video chats, and sharing resources. If you have an idea for a virtual
program — a skill you’d like to share, a craft you’d like to teach —
let the library know!

Curbside pickup is offered on Wednesdays, 1:00 – 5:00 PM!

Please call the library at 849-2420, email
libraryfairfax@gmail.com or fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com, or send
a message to our Facebook page to place a book order. There are
two easy steps, which can be found at https://fairfaxvtlibrary.org/
curbside-pickup-service.html — follow the easy instructions, then
come pick up your book!

Story Time Tuesdays — a virtual story hour recorded and
posted to YouTube and the library’s Facebook page.

PJ Story Hour — a read-aloud and activities posted to the
library Facebook page on the second Thursday of each month.

Knitwits Online, Tuesdays, 3:00 – 4:00 PM: join the knitting
circle on Zoom to chat and create with others. Send the library an
email telling of your interested, and receive back a link to the
Zoom chat.

If you have books checked out, they will not need to be re-
newed and we will not send overdue notices during this time. We
hope that this will be short term and that we will soon be back to
normal operating hours and services. In the meantime, we are
available to assist patrons by phone, email, Facebook messaging
and through information on our website, www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org.

WiFi information: We invite everyone to use the FCL WiFi
connection at the library. You will see these networks: FCL_Public-
2.4 or FCL_Public-5 (either one is fine to use). The password is
F2P39AB4 and is posted on the doors near the sidewalk.

Hours: Monday and Wednesday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM; Tues-
day and Thursday 8:30 AM – 8:00 PM; Friday 8:30 AM – 3:15
PM; Saturday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org,
802-849-2420. Call or email libraryprograms@fwsu.org. For up-
to-date info about programs, visit our website
www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the
interactive Google calendar.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM

– 6:00 PM.
Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.org/

by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing
frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received
by 5:00 PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in
requests received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day
pick-up. We will call you when your request is ready.

Because we are still encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all
materials will be checked out to you for three weeks.

Our book drop is open for returns.
Downloadable audio books and ebooks are available through

Libby or Overdrive: https://gmlc.overdrive.com/. For Village resi-
dents, we can even offer a temporary virtual card that will pro-
vide access to these online services. For a virtual card, contact the
library by phone or email.

You can still catch our digital programming on Facebook or on
our website program calendar, just select the event for details and
the meeting link to log on: https://brownelllibrary.org/events/cal-
endar.

You can still catch our digital programming on our website
program calendar, just select the event for details and the meeting
link to log on: https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.

If you need help using any of these services, email us at
frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org. We will also be checking voicemail
periodically, and you can leave us a message at 878-6955.

Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Hours: Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM; Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Saturday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM. Contact Main Desk 878-
6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-6957, or
frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
The Essex Free Library is currently closed to the public, but

offers curbside pickup, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM.
For more curbside details, please visit https://www.essexvt.org/
753/Curbside-Services.

We are accepting book returns in the book drop only. Please do
not return books inside the vestibule.

While the building is closed, our online resources and services
are always open. All you need is your library card. Don’t have a
library card? Request a virtual library e-card today to access our
ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.com/forms/
de1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. Hours: Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM; Tuesday, Thurs-
day: 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM; Saturday, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 802-
879-0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
CSWD Milton drop-off center open

On Friday,?June 5, the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD)
reopened the Milton Drop-Off Center (DOC), 36 Landfill Rd.,
with new limits on materials and quantities, new hours of opera-
tion, and new temporary flat fees. The Milton location joins the
Williston and Essex DOCs and the Environmental Depot as CSWD
continues to reopen. All other CSWD Drop-Off Centers remain
closed until further notice. Visit https://cswd.net/doc for the latest
updates on Drop-Off Centers.

CSWD chose the Milton DOC as the next location to reopen
because the driveway can handle a long line without backing up
onto the main roadway. Also, the site is large enough to reconfigure
with extra stations for customers to dispose of trash and recycling
to maximize throughput while providing space for physical dis-
tancing.

Safety Guidelines: We request that all customers wear masks
and stay six feet apart. Vehicles will be metered into the facility.

New hours are Fridays and Saturdays, 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM.
Materials accepted, limits, fees:
• Household trash up to?8?(45-gallon max)?barrels or

bags;?$10?(1-4) or $20 (5-8)
• Blue-bin recycling (in any container) included in trash fee;

$10 to $20 without trash
• Food scraps (30-gallon max); included in the trash fee, $10

without trash
• Leaf and yard trimmings?(one pickup load per?day);?no fee
• Natural and untreated wood?(equal to four 30-gal barrels/bags

per day, NOT in bags); no fee
• Trailers will be allowed in designated spaces
• NO DUMPING MECHANISMS will be allowed

Library news continued from page 12

Finding yourself with
volunteerism

Caitlin Douglas
Now more than ever, people are yearning for purpose and a

place where they fit in and feel loved and needed. Whether you
find yourself employed, unemployed, retired, on school break,
caring for family, or somewhere in between, it is okay and normal
to feel at times as though you’re on the other side of the fence
looking over at greener pastures. Thoughts that start with, “If I
could just…” or end with “…and then I’ll be happy,” are a good
sign that you may enjoy the rewards of volunteering.

Beyond fulfilling a desire to give back to your community, vol-
unteering can be a great way to explore a new realm of the world,
model citizenship for younger family members, and even help you
contend with feelings of loneliness. The best part is you can find
ways to give back and engage that are enjoyable to you, and may
even come with some added perks like reduced stress, new friend-
ships, hobbies, or even career paths.

If you’re feeling like volunteering might be a good match but
you don’t know where to start, make a list of some things that
you’d like to do, but haven’t had time or ability or resources to do.
You can also reach out to friends or family and ask them about
your strengths and what they could see you doing. Often your
family and friends can see potential that you might not even know
you have. Similarly, if you have a friend or family member who
may have some undiscovered skills or aptitudes that they may not
be aware of, take a moment to share them. Not only could it lead
them to an interesting new path in life, but they will likely be
happy to hear some praises on their skills!

In terms of starting to volunteer, many organizations from youth
groups to senior care centers, to rescue services to animal shelters,
to hiking trail advocates and beyond, already have networks you
can loop into through their websites. If you find a topic area
you’re passionate about and can’t find any information on volun-
teering, reach out through email or over the phone. In most cases
organizations are overjoyed for help and support and their biggest
issue is not having the resources to recruit or connect with inter-
ested folks.

Above all, even a short stint volunteering can give you amazing
insight into how organizations function, and it may even take your
life in a new direction through the people you meet, and the new
worlds you are
welcomed into.
Know with con-
fidence that even
small acts — like
reading, raking,
cooking, and
even simply be-
ing there to listen
to others —
compound to
something much
greater, because
as the Tanzanian
proverb goes,
“Little by little,
a little becomes a
lot.”
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS AND NOTES
Chittenden 8-3
Legislative Report weeks 20, 21

By Representative Robert Bancroft, Chittenden-8-3
Another busy week (week 20) in the House. Ten bills and a

resolution came before the body. (I voted in favor of each one.)
Three of the bills dealt with Senate amendments to bills the House
had already passed. For the most part the amendments dealt with
technical changes and updates to take into account new informa-
tion (all passed). The bill numbers are H.947, H.951, and H.953.

Six bills came up for discussion and passed their third and final
reading. Two of bills were must-pass money bills. They were
H.942, which sets policy and contains appropriations for the
Department of Transportation, and H.955, which is a supplemen-
tal capital budget adjustment needed to address the COVID crisis.
There was also H.956, which deals with liquor licensing and fees,
and H.958, which allows select boards to form communication
union districts. The last two were Senate bills. They were S.283,
which extended the time the Town of Hartford could incur debt for
its tax increment tax financing district, and S.345, which made
temporary changes to Vermont’s open meeting law due to the
COVID crisis.

The tenth bill addressed by the body was H.959, which passed
its second reading. H.959 establishes the statewide education prop-
erty tax yields and non-homestead rate for FY21 and allows the
Education Fund to incur a deficit. The homestead and non-home-
stead property tax rates are $1.542 and $1.628, respectively. These
rates are approximately 2.1% higher than the FY20 rates. The tax
rate based on household income is 2.51%, which is 1.6% higher
than this year’s rate. These are the rates that were proposed back
in early March, which were based on the passage of school dis-
tricts budgets. There was considerable discussion on lowering these
rates given the COVID crisis. Those favoring lowering the rates
emphasized the current fiscal year education fund deficit of $156
million and the likelihood of a greater one in FY21 without signifi-
cant federal assistance. Unfortunately, it is too late to change these
rates given that most school districts budgets have passed and
teacher contracts have been signed. I suspect there will be some
amendment offered at the third reading next week.

The resolution passed by the House was H.R. 20, which ex-
tends the House of Representatives’ declaration of a state of emer-
gency until June 30, 2020.

Week 21
Once again, the House spent a considerable amount of time

discussing and passing bills. While the House dealt with only six
bills last week, three of them consumed most of the time. The
three were H.716, H.959, and H.961. (I voted in favor of all six
bills.)

H.716 gives free hunting and fishing licenses to members of the
Abenaki tribe. The principle controversy had to do with the loss
of revenue to the Department of Fish and Wildlife, which is esti-
mated to be between $30,000-50,000. It eventually passed its
third reading and goes on to the Senate.

H.959 establishes the statewide education property tax yields
and non-homestead rate for FY21 and allows the Education Fund
to incur a deficit (see above). Three amendments were offered at
the third reading. None of the amendments passed. (The amend-
ments and vote totals can be found in the June 3, 2020 House
Journal.) The bill passed its third reading and moves to the Senate.

H.961 is the First Phase Transitional Budget, which covers
appropriations for the first three months of FY21. Discussion on
the bill centered around whether this first quarter budget should
have deeper cuts. In particular many, including myself, were con-
cerned that this partial year budget was now moving forward
before the passage of a Pay Act bill (wages increases for state
employees). In the end, the bill passed its second reading. The
third and final reading will be next week. For those interested in an
overview of the bill, see https://ljfo.vermont.gov/assets/Uploads/
caf25c8cfe/Highlights_OF_First_Phase_Budget_Bill_-_FY_2021-
v2.pdf.

The Commerce and Economic Development Committee
(CEDC) had a very busy two weeks. Almost all of the time in the
first week was spent reviewing the Governor’s $400 million Ver-
mont Economic Recovery proposal. What initially appeared to be
a fairly straightforward program to provide financial assistance to
businesses turned out to be quite complicated. We learned later in
the week that setting up the various loan programs envisioned in
the Administration’s proposal are problematic, due to the lack of
clear guidance from the U.S. Treasury. In addition to setting up the
loan programs, the committee is grappling with weighing the rela-
tive benefits of long-term loans versus short-term grants. The
committee will be meeting five or six times next week to refine the
legislation. The committee is acutely aware of the urgency in get-
ting assistance to our local businesses. The second week was spent
putting together the Economic Recovery bill. The committee met
six times during the week. I, along with one other committee mem-
ber, met separately with officials from the Administration and the
committee’s lawyer to work thorough the details. There were over
14 hours of meetings. In the end, much of it was in vain as the
Senate wanted to go a different way. The committee’s work did
provide valuable insights on how to structure and implement the
program. During our meetings, we heard from several types of
businesses. As I wrote earlier, I know Vermont businesses are in
serious trouble, but hearing the magnitude of the problem faced by
individual businesses emphasizes just how serious the problem
really is. It is depressing to know that the current available funds
are so inadequate to meet the needs of our distressed businesses.

By the end of next week, the bill should be on the Governor’s
desk. Next week, the committee will start work on a second phase
of help for businesses. I hope and pray additional funding is forth-
coming from the federal government.

Racial equity resources
By Lucy Rogers • State Representative, Lamoille-3

I know many members of our community are feeling hurt and
concerned by George Floyd’s death and the prevalence of racial
inequities in our country. One available resource is this Action and
Allyship Guide created by Vermont’s Racial Equity Advisory
Panel, which is intended as starting point for those looking to play
a role in working toward racial equity in Vermont: https://
racialequity.vermont.gov/sites/reap/fi les/doc_library/
Action%20and%20Allyship%20Guide.pdf. I will also provide
updates as the legislature takes up any bills related to this issue.

Help for essential workers’
Workers Comp benefits
and for small businesses
By Michael Sirotkin, State Senator, Chittenden District

(In May) my committee added yet another bill to assist those
front line and essential workers (fire, police, health care, emer-
gency responders and many more) who have contracted COVID-
19.

On a 30-0 vote, the full Senate adopted our version of S.342,
which facilitates eligibility for workers compensation benefits for
essential workers diagnosed with the virus. I was very proud to be
the Senate’s lead reporter on this common-sense remedial legisla-
tion.

Under the bill, no longer will these workers have the burden of
proving they contracted the disease on the job as opposed to at
home or during non-working hours. Instead, as Vermont already
does with other occupational diseases such as PTSD, the burden
will be on the insurance company to rebut the presumption that
the disease was indeed contracted at work.

Where the burden of proof lies — either on the essential worker
or the insurance carrier — is critical, as it often very difficult to
clearly show one way or the other, where and when the essential
worker became infected. These claims are much different than
your common workplace injury, such as a slip and fall on the
factory floor, where proving work relatedness is readily estab-
lished. By shifting the burden to the insurance company, the front-
line worker’s chances of prevailing on their workers comp claim is
markedly improved. We already have well over 100 such COVID
related workers comp claims pending, where this law should make
a significant difference.

Under our workers comp system, a claim found compensable
can provide the worker full health care benefits for the disease,
two-thirds wage replacement for lost days/ weeks of work, and in
the most serious of cases, death benefits.

The bill is pending in the House, where we hope it will be
passed before legislature goes on break in late June.

Legislative update, June 1
By Theresa Wood, State Representative

 Washington-Chittenden
First, I wanted to share an important note — thanks to the

folks at Beaudry’s Store in Huntington — if you have not received
your federal stimulus check or direct deposit for $1200, be on the
lookout for a VISA debit card. It may look like junk mail, but don’t
throw it away, it could have your stimulus money in it.

Second, if you are a business owner or nonprofit organization
and want to learn more about the recently proposed $400 million
stimulus/relief package, you can watch brief webinars and find out
more information on this website: https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-
19/vermont-economic-recovery-and-relief-package. In order to
expedite this package to get it to Vermonters as quickly as pos-
sible, both the relevant Senate and House committees are review-
ing and taking testimony simultaneously.

Third, we have continued to help many Vermonters access their
unemployment benefits. If you are still having issues with yours,
please feel free to contact me.

In bills that passed the House recently:
H.956 — this bill updates alcoholic beverage laws related to

third class licenses; expiration date of issued licenses; updates to
festival permitting requirements.

H.951 — this bill creates the Municipal Emergency Statewide
Education Property Tax Borrowing Program for municipalities to
cover the short-term borrowing costs incurred as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

H.959 — this is the bill typically referred to as the “yield bill,”
which establishes the statewide property tax. The action on this
bill confirmed what voters in school districts around the state had
already approved on Town Meeting, plus estimates for those 19

Bill McKibben,
and policing reform

By Tim Ashe • State Senator, Chittenden District
Thanks to all of you who have been tuning in to my daily

updates throughout these turbulent COVID times. The feedback
you’ve provided has helped me push for state government to be
more responsive to your needs. You can check them out on my
Facebook page each day at 5:30 PM at https://www.facebook.com/
TimAsheVT, or at the following site where I post them at about
6:00 PM: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCJlH5sE0kzyB9goOoSELHTg.

This week two updates in particular may be of interest to you.
First, I spent Wednesday, June 3’s update speaking with

Vermont’s own and global environmental leader Bill McKibben.
The focus of the discussion was the lessons that can be drawn
from the concerted effort against COVID-19 that can be translated
into action to combat climate change. You can watch it at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cv_kiqFfauo.

And second, I had a fascinating conversation with Jabulani
Gamache, who is the newly elected chair of the Burlington Police
Commission. We talked about the potential paths forward to con-
front systemic racial discrimination in the criminal justice system.
Mr. Gamache will be at the center of these discussions at BPD,
which is the state’s second largest law enforcement agency after
the State Police. You can watch it at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_fXZ5g2cHDM.

school districts that have yet to approve a budget. It provides for
some clarity to local municipalities and school districts; however,
it does create a deficit in the education fund estimated to be $156
million by the close of the upcoming fiscal year.

H.942 — this is the bill commonly referred to as the “T Bill” as
it establishes legislative intent over the projects and funds at the
Agency of Transportation, including the Town Highway Program,
important for local municipalities. Also of interest, additional fund-
ing for the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail is included in this bill as well.

S.345 — this bill provides temporary changes to the open meet-
ing law in terms of enabling the notice of any public meeting to
occur in two designated electronic locations in lieu of two physical
locations.

H.955 — this is the bill commonly referred to as the “Capital
Bill,” which authorizes bonded indebtedness for certain capital
projects in state and local government. Of local interest to Water-
bury, this bill also authorizes the Department of Buildings and
Grounds to demolish Wasson Hall on the former VSH grounds.
Previously, this building had been slated for renovation due to its
historic nature. However, the Division of Historic Preservation
has determined that the significant amount of renovations required
would negate the historic features of the building.

H.954 — this is the miscellaneous tax bill; no new taxes are
authorized in this bill; however, it calls for a plan to be submitted
to the legislature to transition collection of education property
taxes from the local municipalities to the Department of Taxes.
Currently, we pay our education taxes to our towns and they in
turn forward it to the state. A report outlining this plan is required
by January 15, 2021.

Thank you and please stay in touch. I can be reached at
twood@leg.state.vt.us.

This week (June) my committee, in response to COVID-19,
voted to appropriate $70 million dollars in assistance grants to
address the pressing needs of VT small businesses and their
workforce. Some would say it is not enough, and most likely they
are right, especially as applies to our hardest hit sectors (e.g.,
hospitality). However, even more help should be on the way and
we should keep in mind the following as we proceed:

• The seventy million dollars represents only the first tranche
of money for small business, which the legislature wanted to get
out the door both quickly and equitably. In a tri-partisan vote, the
Senate voted 30-0 to provide this help in probably record time of
the Governor’s proposal; and we are already working on another
pot of money which will be more detailed and targeted to those
most in need over the next few weeks.

• The monies we have available is not unlimited. Just consider
all the demands you have read about, such as VT State Colleges,
hazard pay for essential workers, housing, hospital shortages,
food insecurity, broadband, childcare, K-12, agriculture, etc. etc.,
not to mention general fund shortfalls for our state and local gov-
ernments. Everyone is asking for and greatly needs assistance.

• Federal help for small business is also available and needs to
be fully accessed. The federal Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
has already put over $1.2 billion into VT businesses, and much
more is still available. This dwarfs what our small state can pro-
vide, and we are told that is not being fully taken advantage of.
Last week the rules for PPP loans converting to outright grants
were greatly liberalized, and we now need to help more of our VT
businesses access this federal grant money. Even sole
proprietorships with no employees, of which there are many, can
qualify.

Due to COVID, the legislature looks like it will extend for
several more months beyond its usual May adjournment. Over
the next several weeks my Senate Economic Development and
Housing Committee will certainly have the ongoing needs of small
business and their employees among our highest priorities.
Please write me at sirotkin.senate@gmail.com if you would like
more information on the above programs or assistance with
applying for the same.

Take the 2020 Census today
By Emma Vaughn

Communications Manager, Chittenden County
 Regional Planning Commission

If you have not completed the 2020 Census, please take ten
minutes today to fill it out and encourage others to do the same.
You can complete it one of three ways:

1. ONLINE at https://2020census.gov/. Over 50 languages are
available and language support can be found at https://
2020census.gov/en/languages.html. Please note, if you can’t find
your 12-digit Census ID that was mailed to you, you can still
complete the Census online! Click the link directly under the Login
button that reads: If you do not have a Census ID, click here.

2. PHONE by calling 844-330-2020 to get started in English, or
choose the phone number associated with your preferred language
at: https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond/responding-by-
phone.html.

3. MAIL by completing the paper questionnaire that was mailed
to your home. Return the questionnaire in the provided envelope.

YOUR DATA IS PROTECTED — Regardless of how you
respond to the Census, your answers are kept strictly confiden-
tial. Read more about your privacy at https://2020census.gov/en/
data-protection.html.

CURRENT RESPONSE RATE IN CHITTENDEN COUNTY
— As of today, only 70% of Chittenden County residents and
51% of Vermont overall have completed the Census. You can track
the response at this website created by the Vermont Center for
Geographic Information: https://2020.mapvt.com/.

WHY YOUR RESPONSE MATTERS — Results from the
2020 Census will be used to direct billions of dollars in federal
funds to local communities for schools, roads, and other public
services, as well as help our communities prepare to meet trans-
portation and emergency readiness needs. With so much at stake
for Vermont, every response counts! See how your answers can
shape your future: https://2020census.gov/en/community-
impact.html.

Please visit 2020census.gov today!

Greenmont Vets Outreach
Post fire wood project

Many thanks to so many in the community who donated wood
for our project. We are always looking for either cut to 16-18”
length or manageable log length wood.

We are not loggers and cannot cut trees in the woods. All the
wood must be near a roadside, since we do not have proper equip-
m e n t .

Many veterans thanks to your donations will have warmer
houses next winter. If you wish to make a donation, please contact
Donna Laperle, donna.laperle@gmail.com.
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Apply for a Green Mountain
Habitat for Humanity Home

Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity (GMHFH) is teaming
up with Champlain Housing Trust (CHT) to build and sell afford-
able homes in Chittenden County. The homes will be built by
Green Mountain Habitat, then sold through the Shared Equity
Program at CHT. Applications for these homes are now open and
being accepted through Wednesday, July 15.

Please share widely with any friends, family, or acquaintances
who may be looking for homeownership opportunities and a path-
way out of substandard rental housing. Green Mountain Habitat
for Humanity will be choosing five families to become homeowners
in South Burlington and Burlington. A list of program qualifica-
tions and other information can be found at http://
www.getahome.org/habitat.

SCHOOL NEWS

By John R. Alberghini
MMUUSD Superintendent

As we arrive at the end of this unique and non-traditional school
year, I am incredibly grateful for all of your support as an educa-
tional community. The partnerships that we have created during
this new educational landscape have been integral to sustaining a
learning environment and a sense of community. As we end this
year, I sincerely regret that we were unable to offer move-up day
and our other traditional celebrations that would occur during the
final weeks of school. Our schools have brainstormed creative
ways to end the year on a high note. However, we recognize that
these important events are different and lack some of the personal
touches and connections that we value. Every new experience has
the potential to advance understanding and benefit. We will use
this year as an opportunity to study and diversify our transitions
in a manner that is inclusive to all members of our school commu-
nity.

Thank You, Retirees! Thank you to all the staff who are retiring
this year. Their dedication and commitment to our families and
communities has been instrumental. We wish them all the best in
their next endeavors. Check out the video of our outstanding retir-
ees at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VX3j1WctMoc&feature=youtu.be.

Congratulations to MMUUSD Graduates! On Saturday, June
13, the class of 2020 graduated and moved forward to the next
chapter of their lives. Check out the video highlighting our super
graduating seniors! https://www.wcax.com/content/misc/2020-
Gradua tes -Moun t -Mans f i e l d -Un ion -H igh -Schoo l -
570981831.html.

Planning for the reopening of schools, fall 2020
This summer, a committee will plan for the reopening of schools

to in-person instruction this fall. The District will provide its first
reopening update to the school community in July. This work will
be guided by health guidance developed by the VT Department of
Health (VDH) and the VT Agency of Education (AOE) in collabo-
ration with school nurses and other educational partners. These
guidelines should be finalized by mid-June. In addition to state
requirements, MMUUSD will utilize feedback from families and
staff members in preparing our blueprint for reopening.

After the safe and healthy school guidance is published in mid-
June, the AOE will create a planning template to guide district-
level preparations for the fall. Currently, that plan template in-
cludes the following domains:

• Safe and Healthy Environments — based on guidance devel-
oped in cooperation with the Department of Health, the AOE,
school nurses, and the other educational organizations;

• Leadership, Policy and Funding — local school board poli-
cies, procedures, budgeting strategies and communications strate-
gies;

• Maintaining Operations — strategies designed to keep schools

Very different end of the school year

open for in-person instruction;
• Continuity of Learning — improving the ability to provide

remote learning as a contingency to in-person instruction; and
• Social and Emotional Health — systems to support the social

and emotional needs of students and staff.
Vermont school districts are required to prepare and submit

local plans for reopening their schools for in-person instruction in
accordance with the state-level planning template.

The next update, on Friday, July 10, will focus on the District’s
reopening plan and next steps. Please take care, be well and enjoy
the summer months in the Green Mountain State. Equity and
Justice

Community updates
Our country and state have been significantly impacted by the

tragic death of George Floyd as well as other Black Americans
before him. As we witness the demonstrations and protests taking
place across the United States, the sadness, frustration, and pain
of many citizens is obvious. It is vital our communities know that
MMUUSD is committed to using education, conversation, col-
laboration, and kindness as tools to advance equity, justice, and
respect for all people. Moreover, the school community will con-
tinue to examine our own experiences and biases so that our prac-
tices and decisions are not aligned in any manner with prejudice,
inequality, and the marginalization of individuals because of their
race, gender, ethnicity, place of birth, religion, or economic status.
These are challenging and uncomfortable issues to process and
discuss, but they are essential if we are going to live in a state,
nation, and world where all feel welcomed, respected, and valued.

Our students are keenly aware of the events unfolding across
the country. Undoubtedly, they have many questions, concerns
and fears. This is an opportunity for policy makers, educators,
and families to have open and honest conversations about race,
discrimination, and inequality. It is a time for us to demonstrate
our unity and our dedication to eliminating racism, injustice, and
intolerance. Collectively, we can advance meaningful and lasting
change that will make our communities stronger and safer. The
following are a few resources that may be helpful in discussing
race, racism and discrimination:

Talking to Kids About Discrimination: https://www.apa.org/
helpcenter/kids-discrimination

A Parent’s Guide to Preventing and Responding to Prejudice:
https://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/ f i les/general/
beyond_golden_rule.pdf

Talking Race With Young Children: https://www.npr.org/2019/
04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children

Your Kids Aren’t Too Young to Talk About Race: Resource
Roundup: https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/
Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4

St. Francis Xavier School
virtual school tour

Saint Francis Xavier School in Winooski now has a virtual tour
and introduction to the school available on our website at https:/
/www.sfxvt.org/virtual-informational-tour. We invite all interested
families to check us out online.

Our admissions team remains available to talk with prospec-
tive families and students, and you can set up appointments by
contacting us at admissions@sfxvt.org. As the summer progresses,
we anticipate being able to set up meetings in person at the school
with individual families. We look forward to introducing you to
the many aspects of St. Francis Xavier School that make it such a
special community.

College honors
Jonathan Aselin of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring

2020 President’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Aselin
is a freshman majoring in mechanical engineering.

Jeffrey Barr  of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the spring
2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Devyn Beliveau-Gale of Jericho, VT has been named to the
spring 2020 President’s List at Siena College, Loudonville, NY.

Caleb Brown of Westford, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Isaac Collins of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Plymouth State University, Plymouth,
NH.

Caleb Cousino of Waterville, VT has been named to the spring
2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Taylor Culver  of Waterbury, VT has been named to the spring
2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Alex George Cummings of Jeffersonville, VT has been named
to the spring 2020 Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam,
NY. Cummings is a senior majoring in mechanical engineering.

Nicole Cutler of Waterbury, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Isabel Dunkley of Underhill, VT has received the Global Stud-
ies Scholar Award this semester, presented to the senior who
achieves exceptional scholarship in the Global Studies major, at
the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT.

Haley Duquette of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring
2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Orin Goss of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring 2020
Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Brandon Hanley of Waterbury, VT has been named to the
spring 2020 President’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center,
VT.

Kyle M. Hekeler of Waterbury, VT has been named to the
spring 2020 Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY.
Hekeler is a sophomore majoring in civil engineering.

Alex Hill  of Westford, VT has been named to the spring 2020

Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.
Justin Isabelle of Underhill, VT has been named to the spring

2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.
Michael Kiripolsky  of Jericho, VT has been named to the

spring 2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.
Kristina Munson  of Cambridge, VT has been named to the

spring 2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.
Shane Riddell of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring

2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.
Rachel Schwartz of Waterbury, VT was recently named to the

President’s List at The State University of New York, Potsdam,
NY. Schwartz is majoring in music.

Rylee LeBourveau of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY.
LeBourveau is a junior majoring in innovation and entrepreneur-
ship.

Mason Maeder of Underhill, VT has been named to the spring
2020 Dean’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Maeder is
a sophomore majoring in mechanical engineering.

Brennan Moreau of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Moreau
is a freshman majoring in chemical engineering.

Olivia Palmer of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring
2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Chris Pendris of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the
spring 2020 President’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam,
NY. Pendris is a senior majoring in engineering and management.

Stefan Pilo of Underhill, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY. Pilo
is a sophomore majoring in mechanical engineering.

Maxwell Schindler of Waterbury, VT has been named to the
spring 2020 Dean’s List at Siena College, Loudonville, NY.

Colby Surprenant of Waterbury, VT has been named to the
spring 2020 Dean’s List at Vermont Tech, Randolph Center, VT.

Kurtis Swahn of Jericho, VT has been named to the spring
2020 President’s List at Castleton University, Castleton, VT.

Lawncare & Gardens, Fences Installation/Repairs, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete Walkways,
Wall & Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair

York Raking, Brush Hogging, Snow Plowing, Salt and Sanding, Electrical & Much More

Office: 899-2919 - Cell: 734- 8247
Stephan Griffiths Jr. - owner

allphase87@gmail.com

Sanding &
Salting

Services

24 HR
Service

Fully Insured Essex, VT 05452

HOME IMPROVEMENT

MULCH TOPSOIL COMPOST STONE
DELIVERED

Growing well rooted plants and relationships since 1983
~ Design � Stonework � Planting � Patios � Water Features ~

www.creativelandscapingvt.com
Like us on   Facebook @ creative LGC

Over 25 Varieties Fruit Trees & Berry Bushes
Shade Trees, Evergreens, Flowering Shrubs

200+ Varieties of Perrennials!
Greenhouse Loaded Flowers, Herbs, Veggies

Monday - Friday 9:00 AM-6:00 PM
Sat. 8:00 AM-5:00 PM • Sun. 10:00 AM-4:00 PM

Child care resources for families
VT Dept. For Children And Families

Help paying for child care — The Child Care Financial Assis-
tance Program can help you pay for child care if you meet the
income guidelines and have an accepted need for care. This could
include working, looking for work, attending school/training, and
more. A family of four can make up to $77,256 a year and qualify
for some help. For information, go online to https://dcf.vermont.gov/
benefits/ccfap.

Help finding child care — Staff at your local child care support
agency can help you explore the child care options in your com-
munity. They can also help you apply for financial assistance. For
information, go online to https://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/cccsa.

Child care during the COVID-19 pandemic — The Department
of Health has published health and safety guidelines for child care
providers and summer camps that are open during the pandemic.
They also have fact sheets for parents. For information, go online
to https://www.healthvermont.gov/response/coronavirus-covid-19/
schools-and-child-care-programs.

Award Winning Homes
• Period Design Build
• Additions
• Remodeling
• Sun Rooms

• Porches • Garages
• Baths  Kitchen Remodels
• Roofing • Siding
• Flooring, Hardwood & Tile
• Window & Door Replacement
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Light Painting

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, VT 05465

www.thurgsteconstructionvt.com

Going to college this fall
Jasper Henderson of Cambridge, VT will begin studying at

Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY in the fall. Henderson will be
majoring in Aeronautical Engineering as a member of the class of
2024.

Ceilidh Kiegle of Jericho, VT, will begin studying at Clarkson
University, Potsdam, NY in the fall. Kiegle will be majoring in
Software Engineering as a member of the class of 2024.

Central VT Council on Aging needs
new board members

Do you want to make a difference in the lives of older Vermont-
ers? Central Vermont Council on Aging (CVCOA) seeks new board
members who are passionate about improving services for older
Vermonters. It’s helpful (but not required) if you have work or
volunteer experience with non-profits, especially in finance, fund-
raising, and strategic planning. You don’t have to be over 60 to be
on the board, but we value insight as an older Vermonter or caregiver.

Applicants must reside in the CVCOA service area, which in-
cludes Lamoille County. Terms start October 1, 2020. Training
and orientation is provided, and reimbursement for mileage and
other expenses is available. Meetings are conducted either via Zoom
or in-person.

CVCOA has provided direct services and advocacy on behalf of
older central Vermonters and family caregivers for 40 years. If
you’d like to join us in our mission to support central Vermonters
to age with dignity and choice, please contact Executive Director
Beth Stern, bstern@cvcoa.org.
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By Bernie Paquette
Oh dear, dear sweet backyard. How I have

neglected you. Starved you of your native diet,
allowing mostly barren grass to grow upon your
tired soils. I have rarely visited you except to
drive an ear-splitting gas-spewing mower about
your back.

Ah, but now the virus has cornered me. With
a shortened leash I have little choice but to visit,
to wander, to explore my own small but always
welcoming backyard.

I now have time and interest to plant native
plants, especially those that sustain the food web
by feeding essential caterpillars and other insects.
I am thrilled to help sustain nature’s functional
ecosystem that supports all life — right here at
home. I can be part of small efforts by lots of
people to help our soil and ecosystems recover.

Now every day I follow the paths (only areas
I mow now) and find more butterflies, dragon-
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Bumblebees are
among the many
native pollina-
tors in Vermont.
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PAQUETTE

Ode to our backyard
flies, beetles, pollinating flies and wasps, preda-
tory insects, and more, all in you — my over-
looked backyard.

She welcomes me home, and wonders where I
have been all this time.

I created a plant/insect index to make avail-
able in a single document, the names of 1458
plants that I understand are native to Vermont
and the insects including pollinators that visit
them.

This is not to say that only native plants sup-
port our pollinators; some non-natives do also.
However, native plants are typically better ad-
justed to the local growing conditions, and less
likely to become invasive. Native plants are more
valuable to our native bees, and some are essen-
tial to some of our moths and butterflies.

Read more about this list and about native
plants and their visitors including pollinators at
https://bit.ly/2XP7J7S.

Planting for pollinators, and people.

Jobs for high school and
college students

By John Mandeville,
Executive Director, Lamoille Economic

Development Corporation
The COVID-19 pandemic has made getting

summer employment for high school and college
students who are home for summer, problematic
to say the least. The usual sorts of seasonal open-
ings at restaurants, other food service operations,
resorts, state parks, marinas, and elsewhere are
just not happening this year.

However, there are other opportunities that
should be investigated. Among them are jobs at
local businesses like Manufacturing Solutions,
Inc. in Morrisville. They have many openings
for assemblers and are hiring now! Working for
MSI gives you your weekends free, your choice
of three different shifts, and you may even be
eligible for a sign-on bonus of $250 to $500. MSI
is located at 153 Strafford Ave., Morrisville, right
on the VT Rt. 100 truck route. If you are inter-
ested you may apply online at https://
www.msivt.com/careers.

sored event between the LRSWMD and the
Lamoille Chamber of Commerce can be found
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
events/2919250248123486/.

Stowe Transfer Station: For the past several
weeks only recycling, food scraps, trash, and
bottles and cans for donation have been accepted
here. We are now able to accept some additional
items back at this location. The following addi-
tional items are once again accepted at the Stowe
Transfer Station: scrap metal; appliances (in-
cluding those containing refrigerant); bulky items
(chairs, sofas, mattresses, etc.); large lead-acid
(automotive) batteries; propane tanks; tires.

These items are still on hold: electronics, hard-
cover books, personal care products, household
batteries, light bulbs and ballasts.

The Reuse Room and Redemption Payout
Program remain closed; however, bottles and
cans for donation will still be accepted.

The Stowe Transfer Station is open every
day except Tuesday, 7:30 AM – 3:00 PM. Call
ahead if you would like to know for certain if an
item will be accepted: 253-4095.

LRSWMD announce-
ments

Hours of operation: The Lamoille Regional
Solid Waste Management District (LRSWMD)
thanks you for flexing with us and maintaining
your patience as you visit our facilities and
interact with our unwavering site attendants.
Please visit www.lrswmd.org for the most up-
to-date hours of operation at our drop-off loca-
tions, main office, and Lamoille Soil compost
facility. You can also call us at 802-888-7317.

New funding option available: Wednesday,
July 1 marks the date when food scraps can no
longer be disposed of as trash in Vermont. Rec-
ognizing that this may be a new behavior for
some of our District members, the Lamoille
Regional Solid Waste Management District is
offering a limited funding opportunity to our
twelve member towns. The goal of this grant
program (up to $500 per town) is to boost
District-wide participation of member commu-
nities in reducing and/or diverting food scraps
away from the landfill. Find all program details
at https://lrswmd.org/index.php/2015-03-22-
04-24-34/communities.

Lamoille Soil compost: ?We accept food
scraps from residents at our six drop-off facili-
ties, and commercial generators deliver organic

waste directly to the Lamoille
Soil composting facility located
in Johnson. The cost is $1 for
five gallons of food scraps.

We are currently out of bulk
compost but have a pile that is
in the final stages of curing.
Contact compost@lrswmd.org
to find out when bulk compost
will be ready again for pick up.
Pre-filled $5, 5-gallon buckets
of compost are available at all
open LRSWMD locations
while supplies last.

June 16 virtual Act 148 dis-
cussion: Is the July 1 food
scrap ban on your mind? If you
said “Yes” or if you have other
questions about the Universal
Recycling & Composting Law
and how it pertains to you,
please “Zoom In” to join a pan-
elist of experts discussing the
requirements and answering
questions on Tuesday, June 16.
More details of this co-spon-


