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Underhill Selectboard 
likely to discontinue 
Butler Road
To the Editor,

The (Underhill) Selectboard just voted unanimously this 
evening (Thursday, May 27) to move forward with a motion for 
discontinuance on the abandoned portion of Butler Road, TH-
11, on their own. They assured us that this site visit and hearing 
would only be for discontinuance, and if someone was interested 
in reclassifying the abandoned road through our farm into a trail 
it would have to be through an entirely different process.

While we are disappointed our petitions were not necessary, 
we are relieved to finally be moving forward with this process we 
started 26 years ago. Thank you Bob, Peter, and Dan for moving 
forward with the spirit of our petition.

We invite anyone who is interested to attend the site visit 
Wednesday, July 14 at 6:00 PM to park at our sugar house where 
Butler road currently ends. The hearing will be for the following 
evening, Thursday, July 15 at 6:00 PM.

(Cambridge declined to participate in the process to discontinue 
Butler Road in Underhill, citing the Selectboard’s ability to 
make a decision on their own road since it did not include any 
portion in Cambridge. They suggested simply notifying them of 
Underhill’s decision, and also said they would not object to the 
discontinuation of the road.)

Hopefully it’s smooth sailing from here!
Natt Nilhguoc

Underhill

Harvest Market 
is back for 2021!

The United Church of Underhill Steering Committee for the 
Old Fashioned Harvest Market is pleased to announce that plans 
are under way to present the long-standing, much anticipated 
event in its entirety on its regular dates, the last full weekend in 
September, September 25-26.

With gratitude to all who stuck with us and offered support and 
encouragement in the past year, and who are already urging us on 
for 2021, we will endeavor to present the Old Fashioned Harvest 
Market in its popular format with you in mind!  Keep watch for 
further news as plans develop.

By Livy Strong
A brief history — The single entrance to Mills Riverside Park is 

a rustic, covered bridge. Using old barn boards and timber, Mert 
and Grace Mills created this structure in 1967 to span the Browns 
River and offer access to their summer campground. Some years 
later in 1999, this spectacular property was sold and transformed 
into a community park. The covered bridge continues to serve its 
purpose as a welcoming entrance for all park visitors. Over these 
twenty-two years, the bridge has suffered from high water events 
that scoured an abutment, a relentless, westerly wind that caused 
a decided lean to the east, weakening sidewalls and a roof that 
demanded additional support, a new deck, and more.

The Jericho Underhill Park District (JUPD) has been 
responsible for maintaining this essential structure. Past annual 
budgets included some bridge funding, with a goal of setting 
aside $100,000 for an expected, partial reconstruction limited 
to the walls and roof. However, after a careful evaluation, the 
firm Engineering Ventures (EV) determined that much more was 
needed.

Bridge evaluation — Engineering Ventures spent a number of 
months examining the covered bridge and found that, besides the 

New, much higher estimate 
on Old Red Mill repairs

Preliminary design plans and a preliminary monitoring plan for 
the “NRCS Jericho Red Mill SE building corner stabilization” 
are out for review. This is the latest estimate for the Old Red Mill 
and riverbank repair. It is much higher than originally projected. 
Louise Miglionico of the Jericho Historical Society, which 
owns the Old Red Mill, says the Jericho Selectboard meeting 
on Thursday, June 17 at 7:00 PM (on Zoom) will discuss the 
estimate and ways forward.

The engineering firm Dubois-King, which has been working on 
the issues and remedies required for the Mill and the riverbank, 
delivered the preliminary plan on Friday, May 14. The damage 
to the retaining wall below the Mill building resulted from a 
heavy rain event in October 2019. Estimates for the repairs have 
increased several times as the more comprehensive nature of the 
work required has become more clear.

The current estimate stands at $451,900 (including a 10% 
contingency fee).

USDA was asked to review the plans and determine how 
to involve its historic review team. All of the repairs will 
be underground, within the stone walls, or restored to pre-
construction conditions.

Galen Hagen of Dubois-King says that the goal is to wrap 
up the design and get the project out to bid ASAP to meet an 
October deadline.

A better bridge at Mills Riverside Park
walls and roof, the abutments (or foundation) also needed to be 
replaced. EV writes, “Obvious drainage problems have resulted 
in cracking, spalling, and organic growth at the concrete surface 
of abutments — problems which only further compromise the 
structure by increasing its exposure to water and the damaging 
effects of the freeze-thaw cycles.”   Exchanging the old 
abutments for new ones adds significantly to the complexity of 
the reconstruction work and to the cost. Instead of the previously 
planned $100,000, the JUPD is now looking at triple the cost.  As 
a result, the extensive reconstruction project will to divided into 
three main phases while simultaneously balancing the needs of 
our park visitors for access.

Phase One Reconstruction — Phase One can be considered a 
half step towards full bridge reconstruction. The weakened walls, 
trusses, and roof will be removed and hand railings installed for 
safe pedestrian passage to the park. The existing bridge will be 
essentially “uncovered.” The deck is in excellent shape and can 
withstand the elements. This work is scheduled for after October 
4, 2021 and will take approximately three weeks. The JUPD is 
working to establish a temporary bridge that will allow continued 
park enjoyment during this work project. The JUPD has the 
funding necessary to carry out Phase One, and the bid process 
is underway now.

Phase Two — In order to maintain park access, a temporary 
bridge is needed. The JUPD has asked the Town of Jericho for 
the Old Red Mill bridge that was removed seven years ago and 
is stored at the Town Garage. At a recent Selectboard meeting, 
this request was unanimously approved.  Constructed of iron 
girders, cement, and metal railings, this heavy bridge will require 
professional transportation and siting.  EV is assisting with 
this and there will be a bid process. The JUPD wishes to have 
this auxiliary bridge available before Phase One takes place in 
October. The cost to transport and site is being investigated.

Phase Three will begin when the JUPD has the funding 
required. The Park District will look at all financial sources 
including grants, fundraising, and a possible bond. Depending on 
our success, this could take one or more years. This reconstruction 
work is much more involved and includes the deck structure 
being removed and set aside, new abutments established, new 
sidewalls, trusses, and a roof built. It is expected that this final 
reconstruction will take three months from start to finish. Once 
completed, Mills Riverside Park will again feature a covered 
bridge that carries park visitors safely across the Browns River 
for generations to come.

For more information about the park’s covered bridge 
reconstruction, please visit https://www.millsriversidepark.org/
bridge/project-bid-documents.

 

Affordable Housing in Jericho: 
The Accessory Dwelling Unit Option

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

At the end of 2019, Bob Robbins convinced the Jericho 
Select Board to charter an Affordable Housing Committee. “I 
was motivated by my work on the board of Champlain Housing 
Trust,” he said. “We had been discussing how board members 
could be ambassadors for affordable housing in their communities 
and I thought this would a way to fulfill that mission.” This is 
not the first time Robbins has been active locally for this cause. 
In the late 1990s and early 2000s he was part of a Jericho-
Underhill joint task force which worked on plans to develop 
the old sawmill property in the Riverside section of town. “That 
eventually disbanded,” he said, “but I thought I should get back 
to into the planning process.”

Robbins has attended a number of national meetings of 
affordable housing providers and residents. “That got me thinking 
about creative ways to create housing,” he said. “Enough time 
had gone by since my early involvement and I felt the time 
was right.” One of the reasons for Robbins’ re-entry into the 
process is the renewed discussions around the sawmill property 
but he notes that there are other potential spaces for affordable 
housing in Jericho, including the Rivers property. “There is also 
a generation change,” he said. “People are making end-of-life 
decisions about what to do with their assets so this is a time 
when we can target those assets and have a broader impact on 
the community.” 

The first few monthly meetings of the Affordable Housing 
Committee concentrated on education, with guest speakers 
from a variety of affordable housing areas. The group has now 
formed subcommittees to deal with particular issues. One 
group is drafting an inclusionary zoning ordinance, which 
they will recommend to the Planning Commission. Others are 
following Development Review Board applications and making 
recommendations for affordable housing where it is appropriate.

Another subcommittee is working on accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs), which are defined as additional, small dwellings on an 
owner’s property or accessory apartments attached to a single-
family home, garage, or outbuilding. The Affordable Housing 
Committee has created a survey about ADUs in Jericho with 
the goal of obtaining a combination of anecdotal evidence and 
qualified data. When they have sufficient information, they will 

host a public forum, most likely in the fall, to help people decide 
if they want to have ADUs on their property.

At this juncture, the Committee has received about a dozen 
responses to their survey but according to Jericho’s Grand List, 
there are more than 100 permitted ADUs in town. Robbins 
said that several years ago, the Jericho zoning regulations were 
updated in a manner that encouraged the creation of ADUs and 
since that time, state regulations have been updated so that more 
towns have changed their regulations to do the same.

“My hope is we’ll get enough information to make convincing 
arguments for why ADUs can be an affordable option for people 
to live in Jericho,” Robbins said, “as well as a realistic option 
for homeowners to pursue for their own personal situations.” 
Originally, ADUs were referred to as mother-in-law apartments 
and were frequently designed for family members. “ADUs are 
an interesting option for people who wish to stay in Jericho,” 
Robbins said, “either through rental income and/or offering an 
aging in place alternative.” Robbins noted that a homeowner 
might create an ADU for their adult children and then later in life, 
change places with them as they downsize. “They’ll still have the 
income,” he said, “but they’ll live on property where there are 
others who can take care of them or provide security.”

Surveys of Jericho residents have found that two important 
issues affecting the population are the fear of not being able to 
stay in town when they age out of their homes, and of not being 
able to find affordable housing for their adult children. “Both 
ends of the spectrum come up,” Robbins said, while also noting 
that in addition to helping current residents, accessory dwelling 
units can create welcoming spaces for those wanting to move to 
town.

Another goal of the committee is to make it easier for people 
to create ADUs. Although the information on how to do so is 
available, Robbins believes it could be made more accessible. 
“We’d like to put together an on-line portal for a one-stop website 
within the town to find all the information about permitting, cost, 
and resources,” he said. “The end result of this would be Jericho 
becoming as encouraging as possible.”

The ADU survey is available at https://jerichovt.org/jericho-
affordable-housing-committee/survey_tools/jericho-adu-survey. 
No personally identifying information needs to be included, so 
responses are completely confidential.
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Notice of Bolton grievance hearings
Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

Bolton’s Assessor Ted Nelson has “lodged” the abstract for 
the Grand List for 2021-2022. This means that the values of all 
property in Bolton have been established for the 2021-2022 tax 
year. If the town’s assessed value of your property has changed 
from the previous year, you will receive a written notice. Notices 
were mailed on Thursday, May 20, 2021. If you do not receive a 
written notice, this means that the town’s assessed value of your 
property has not changed and remains the same as 2020-2021.

Grievance hearings (meaning if you do not agree with the 
town’s assessed value of your property) with the Assessor, Ted 
Nelson, will be held on Wednesday, June 9, 2021 beginning 
at 10:00 AM, in person, at the Town Office. Appointments are 

More letters on page 10
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

Opening May 1 

We are proud to announce 
PRE-COVID PRICING
on almost all of our wide varities of

• Beautiful Hanging Baskets
• Stunning Potted Plants,

• New Varities of Perennials
 and Annuals

• Organic Vegetables & Herbs
We are fully stock and ready to serve you.

We provide quality service, 
excellent value and friendly staffing.

9 AM - 6 PM

9 AM - 5 PM

(802) 343-8073

9 AM - 5 PM

ON SALE NOW!

OAKWOOD FARMS 
JUNE SAVINGS
 Our Premium Quality 

Flowering Potted Plants, 
Vibrant Hanging Baskets 

& Organic Veggies  
ON SALE NOW! 

Our greenhouse is well stocked 
with all your favorite planting needs. 
• Assorted 6 packs & potted plants 

   as low as $2.99 each
• Veggies and herbs as low as 50% off

• Hanging baskets starting at
  Only $24.99. 

Visit our Facebook page 
for weekly savings. 

https://www.facebook.com/OakwoodFarmsVT/

WEEKEND SPECIAL:  
Million Bells, Super Petunias 

Only $3.99 each

scheduled concurrently beginning at 10:00 AM. Grievance forms 
for property owners to fill out are available on the town website 
or by calling the town office. The formal grievance notice is 
below:

Notice to Taxpayers 
Agreeably to the provisions of Title 32, Vermont Statutes 

Annotated, Section 4111, notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned listers within and for the Town of Bolton have this 
day completed the abstract of property owners as of the first day 
of April 2021. The listers have this same day lodged the abstract 
in the office of the clerk for the inspection of taxpayers.

On the 9th day June 2021, by appointment, the undersigned 
listers will meet at the Bolton Town Office, to hear appeals of 
taxpayers aggrieved by actions of the listers from whom timely 
grievances have been received.

To be timely, such grievance must be in writing and received 
(postmarks not accepted) by the 9th day of June 2021.

At the close of grievance hearings, the listers shall make 
corrections in the abstract as were determined upon hearing or 
otherwise.

Unless cause to the contrary is shown, the contents of said 
abstract will, for the tax year 2021, become the grand list of the 
town of each taxpayer named therein.

Signed at Bolton, in the County of Chittenden this 19th day 
of May 2021.

Theodore Nelson

Westford Selectboard 
to hold public hearing June 10

The Westford Selectboard will hold a public hearing, pursuant 
to Title 24, Section 4441 of the Vermont State Statues, to hear 
public comments concerning proposed amendments to the 
Westford Land Use & Development Regulations. The public 
hearing has been scheduled for: Thursday, June 10, 7:00 PM, and 
will be held via Zoom.

To join the Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/849466
02409?pwd=Yk15c0hIcnRhWUIxTGMrK0RyQ0NuUT09

Or dial:
+1 646 558 8656 Meeting ID: 849 4660 2409 Passcode: 

429430

Westford news and notes
The Town Office is open to walk-in service! Office staff are 

available 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM, Monday-Friday. Effective Friday, 
June 4, the office will close at 1:00 PM on Fridays. We can 
still accommodate you through email, phone, or snail mail. If 
you require research behind the counter or will be here for an 
extended time, please call and make an appointment. Masks are 
still required at this time. Zoning Administrator hours: Monday 
and Tuesday, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM (by appointment only). Please 
note, the office will close at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, June 30.

When cleaning up your yard, please keep the following in 
mind:

• Burn permits are required prior to any burning. Burn permits 
are available online (https://westfordvt.us/administration/
fire-warden/), from the Fire Warden (Dennis Angiono, 879-
1231), or from the Town Office during regular office hours.
• Yard waste such as leaves, brush, and topsoil are not 
considered household garbage; therefore, Myers will not 
collect these materials when picking up your garbage. You 
can compost yard waste or bring it to a participating CSWD 
drop off center. For a list of centers please visit http://www.
cswd.net/.

Westford Cemetery reminders: Artificial flowers, glass 
containers, and items with wire are not allowed in any of the 
Westford cemeteries. They will be subject to removal by 
cemetery officials. Also, the planting of trees and shrubs is not 
permitted. There are signs posted in each cemetery. Thank you 
for your cooperation — Westford Cemetery Commission.

Summer Roads — what you need to know about warm weather 
road conditions:

 • Road projects: many projects are being done on the roads at 
this time. Slow down and give crews space to work.

• Dust: roads can become dusty in dry weather and potholes 
can appear in heavily traveled areas. Going the speed limit can 
reduce dusty and damage roads.

• Roadside mowing: roadside are mowed to increase visibility 
and keep invasive plants at bay. Mowing occurs twice a year: 
once in late spring/early summer and once later in the summer.

• Traffic speeds: due to the hard-packed conditions of the roads 
this time of year, overall vehicle speeds can increase. Be aware 
of speed limits.

Can I Recycle That? Did you know that you are not supposed 
to put your recycling in plastic bags of any kind? The only 
exception to this is shredded office paper, which is accepted only 
if it’s in a clear bag that’s tightly closed. Here are some other 
items that do NOT belong in your recycling bin:

• Dirty containers
• Plastic wrap
• Durable plastic (e.g. Tupperware, laundry bins, etc.)
• Styrofoam
• Motor oil or hazardous waste containers
For more information on the proper way to recycle, please 

visit https://cswd.net/recycling/. There is even an interesting 
video of a tour of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) where 
your recycling goes to be sorted.

Food Scraps — What are food scraps? Food scraps are parts 
of food that are typically discarded rather than eaten: peels, 
rinds, cores, eggshells, seeds, pits, bones, shells, coffee grounds 
and filters, loose-leaf tea, and fats/oils/grease. Food scraps also 
includes food that was eaten but not finished: “plate scraps” 
or leftovers that went bad. Any type of food can become food 
scraps, including bread, pasta, soup, vegetables, fruit, sauces, 
meat, fish, dairy, sweets, etc.

What should I do with meat and bones? If you compost in your 
yard, the law allows you to put meat and bones in the trash so 
they don’t attract animals to your composting bin. If you chose to 
bring food scraps to a drop-off center, you can include meat and 
bones with the rest of your food scraps.

CSWD has an abundance of information on their website 
including answers to questions, ways to reduce waste and 
how to compost to name a few. Please go to https://cswd.net/
scrapfoodwaste/ or call 872-8111 to get more information.

Seasonal composting tips: Summer:
• Break up material (both food scraps and browns) into small 
pieces. This allows for decomposition to happen quickly, 
meaning you’ll have usable compost faster!
• Water your compost! If compost is dry it stops generating 
heat. Keeping compost moist will help things decompose 
quickly.
• Dry grass and egg shells makes a great addition to your pile. 
For best decomposition your pile should be 1/4 browns and 
3/4 other items such as food scraps, coffee grounds, and green 
lawn clippings.
How to make compost fast: https://thisismygarden.

com/2018/07/summer-compost-pile/
News from Westford Conservation Commission: Do you enjoy 

hiking the beautiful trails in Westford? Please consider signing 
up for Westford Conservation Commission’s volunteer trail 
maintenance day! Meet on Sunday, June 6, 9:30 AM at the kiosk 
in front of Westford Elementary School, where we will divide 
into groups. Groups will then head to various trails in Westford 
for clearing, clipping, and lopping. Westford Conservation 

• Heavy loads do damage to 
thawing roads. Traveling roads 
with heavy equipment may be 
prohibited at any time.

• Repairs: Roads are repaired 
as weather allows. Know that 
this takes time; it might take the 
road crew some time to get to 
your road. Highly traveled roads 
in poor condition are given 
priority.

Trash, Recycling, and Food 
Scraps: News briefs continued on page 3



Mountain Gazette, June 3, 2021                                                    Page

Our Retail Stores are Open!
Stop in and see us, we have missed you!
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COMING EVENTS

Commission members will bring some necessary tools but 
please bring your own loppers, clippers, pruners, cutters. Don’t 
forget to bring water, snacks, and necessary layers for dynamic 
VT weather. This is a great way to contribute to maintaining the 
trails we all love and enjoy! We will maintain social distancing 
guidelines and masks should be worn when near others.

Trail Usage: Some trails may be very wet this spring. Heed 
“Trail Closed” signs and use discretion when choosing trails to 
use.

Schultz Trail is closed from the Machia Hill trailhead side for 
drainage improvements until further notice. The trailhead at Old 
#11 side is open for use.

Dogs on trails: Most Westford trails pass through private 
property. Please respect landowners and their property by 
keeping your dog on the trail at all times. Please respect others 
using the trails by picking up after your dog.

Library Collaboration: We are excited to partner with the 
library again this summer on a few fun projects! Stay tuned for 
more information on new ways to explore the trails this summer. 
Story walks, poetry walk, and more for all ages!

Westford Select Board 
on community wastewater project
To Westford residents,

In recent days, members of the Select Board have received 
messages of concern from Westford residents about a possible 
wastewater project to serve public and private properties around 
the Common and along a portion of Brookside Road.

It is important to underline at the outset that the Select Board 
will not agree to any such project going forward unless it has 
the support of a majority of Westford voters. All Select Board 
members have publicly committed to hold a yes-or-no public 
vote on the potential project, but only once the actual costs of 
such a project are firmly known, and once the potential costs to 
Westford taxpayers for both installation and future operation are 
also known. Such a public vote could take place as early as Town 
Meeting next year (2022).

In the meantime, the Westford Planning Commission is 
investigating possible sources of federal, state and other grants 
and other funding, in an effort to ensure than any cost to Westford 
taxpayers is as small as possible.

If you are interested in knowing more about the possible 
wastewater project, there is comprehensive and up-to-date 
information available on the front page of the Town of Westford 
website under the heading Town Center Revitalization Projects 
(or go directly to https://westfordvt.us/town-center-revitalization-
projects).

If you have a question that is not addressed in that material, 
you are invited to direct your query to the Planning Commission 
directly or via the Town Office.

Bill Cleary 
Lee McClenny 

David Baczewski

Westford Selectboard May 13 
meeting draft minutes

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
There’s lots going on in Westford! Read the Draft Minutes 

from the May 13 Selectboard meeting to keep up to date on what 
your Selectboard talked about: https://westfordvt.us/wp-content/
uploads/2021/05/2021-05-13-Draft-Minutes.pdf.

Schultz Trail in Westford completed
By Sarah Pinto, Chair, Westford Conservation Commission

The Westford Conservation Commission is excited to 
announce the completion of a major project that has been long in 
the works. The first part of Schultz Trail, off Machia Hill Road, 
has been completely re-engineered and re-constructed in order 
to address its perennially wet and often impassable condition. A 
water course has been dredged, with the fill placed on the trail. 
Currently, it is extremely muddy and you can sink up to a foot 
in places — especially if on a horse. In order to realize the work 
that’s been done, please refrain from using this portion of the 
trail. It is about a 250 foot stretch. If coming from the Old #11 
side, please stop at the brook and return the way you came — 
a great walk! Please do not enter at all from the Machia Hill 
side. Trails are open to the public, so, as always, this is a request. 
Big thanks to Bob Mannings for doing this work. It’s a game-
changer!

A reminder that the majority of our trails are surrounded by 
private property. Please keep your dogs on the trail at all times. 
And clean up after them!

News Briefs continued from page 2

Jericho walking tours 
of village centers

Jericho has three village centers: Jericho Center, Jericho 
Corners, and Riverside. Each has its own unique characteristics. 
The Jericho Planning Commission is hosting a series of walking 
tours this summer through each of the village centers: Jericho 
Center, Saturday, June 5, 8:30 - 10:00 AM; Riverside, Saturday, 
July 10, 8:30 - 10:00 AM; Jericho Corners, Tuesday, July 20, 
6:00 - 7:30 PM.

On June 5, meet up at the UJFD Fire Station on Browns Trace, 
where parking is available. Just don’t block the entrance to the 
building.

Coffee and donuts will be provided. Please bring your own 
mug! We will walk toward the green and after our tour, we will 
end up at the Community Center for some time of discussion and 
debrief.

For more information, go online to https://jerichovt.org/
planning-commission/news_feed/jericho-center-walking-tour.

Coming Events
IN-PERSON and VIRTUAL and SOCIALLY DISTANCED

Saturday, June 5
Chittenden County Young Life Tag Sale, afternoon, 201 

Southfield Dr, Williston. This fundraiser’s proceeds help 
Chittenden County teens attend Young Life camp. Donations 
we would love: furniture, toys, kitchen (small appliances, pots, 
dishes, utensils), camping, sports, patio, clothes, craft supplies. 
Donations must be in good condition and clean. Electronics must 
be working. Sorry, no large appliances, books, exercise machines; 
no safety regulated child items such as car seats, cribs, high 
chairs, etc. Your donations are tax deductible. To organize drop 
off on Thursday or Friday, June 3 or 4, contact hammfam728@
gmail.com. Thanks!

Sunday, June 6
Vermont Air National Guard 75th Anniversary Ceremony, 

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM, Burlington Air National Guard Base, 105 
NCO Drive, S. Burlington. The Vermont Air National Guard 75th 
Anniversary will be celebrated on D-Day in a ceremony closed 
to the public. There will be a Wing formation, guest speakers, 
and flyover above the Burlington Air National Guard Base. If 
members of the media would like to attend please RSVP by June 
5, 5:00 PM to Maj. Meghan Smith, meghan.smith.5@us.af.mil 
for base access.

Wednesday, June 9
The Social Equity Caucus – Racism in America Forum 

Series, 7:00 PM, on Zoom, hosted by Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, Jericho. In the summer of 2019 Vermont state senators, 
representatives, and citizens met at Hartford Union High School 
in Hartford, VT to form the Social Equity Caucus to advocate 
for the creation and passage of social justice legislation affecting 
people of color. We shall hear and discuss what progress has 
been made from its founding members, State Representative 
Kevin Christie, State Representative Brian China, and State 
Representative Lucy Rogers. Pre-registration required at https://
goodshepherdjericho.org/racism-in-america-forum/. If you’re 
unable to attend, you can view the recorded broadcast by 
logging into the Mount Mansfield Community Television, http://
mtmansfieldctv.org.

Let’s Go Birding, 7:00 - 8:00 PM, on Zoom. Join veteran 
birder Maeve Kim for a virtual visit to Ward Hill, Duxbury. Maeve 
will introduce your to some of the birds that nest and raise young 
there, or pass through during spring and fall migration. The land 
was recently given to Vermont Land Trust by a generous bird 
enthusiast who wanted the land to be a refuge for birds. Free. To 
pre-register, go online to https://join.vlt.org/events. Questions? 
Contact caitlin@vlt.org.

From Blanchet to White in the Champlain Valley - A 
Genealogical Case Study, 6:30 - 8:00 PM, on Zoom. David 
Ouimette, certified genealogist and Global Content Strategy 
Manager for FamilySearch, will talk about his research on 
Vermont cousins who lived in the Champlain Valley. Using 
traditional genealogical methods and advanced DNA analysis, 
David has reunited cousins who all descend from Pierre Blanchet 
and Marie Fournier, Habitants and early settlers of Quebec. If 
you have French-Canadian ancestral lines you will be sure to 
gain new knowledge from this presentation. Presented by the VT 
Genealogy Library. The cost is $10. Register at www.vtgenlib.
org. Wednesday, June 23

Gardening with Wildflowers, 5:30 - 6:30 PM, on Zoom. Have 
you always wanted to bring bees, hummingbirds, butterflies, 
and other pollinators to your yard, patio, or community garden? 
Join us for tips on VT’s native summer wildflowers, evaluating 
the habitat you have, selecting plants, and more. Free. To pre-
register, go online to https://join.vlt.org/events. Questions? 
Contact pieter@vlt.org.

often blend in. A friend to farmers and gardeners alike, these tiny 
insects feed primarily on aphids and other pests that can destroy 
crops. Healthy, diverse lady beetle populations keep these pests 
in check, making the decline and disappearance of some native 
species quite concerning.

The Vermont Lady Beetle Atlas was created to find answers to 
the questions regarding these missing species’ whereabouts. The 
Atlas’s main objective is to collect information about Vermont’s 
lady beetle species by conducting field surveys and revisiting 
older records in order to develop a deeper understanding of how 
they are faring. However, VCE cannot undertake this endeavor 
alone.

Lady beetles are tiny needles in the vast haystack of Vermont’s 
woods, fields, and gardens, making it difficult for a handful of 
biologists to successfully carry out this project. Following the 
lead of the Lost Ladybug Project, VCE is asking community 
scientists for help in searching for the missing species. Volunteers 
can search for lady beetles in gardens and potted plants, among 
weeds and shrubs, on tree trunks, and even on the outside of 
homes and outbuildings. The goal of the seven-day Bioblitz is to 
add as many photo-observations of lady beetles as possible to the 
Vermont Lady Beetle Atlas.

While volunteers can start looking for lady beetles anytime, 
the official kick-off event is the bioblitz from June 5-12. Every 
lady beetle counts!

Anyone interested in learning more about the atlas should visit 
the Vermont Lady Beetle Atlas website at http://val.vtecostudies.
org/projects/lady-beetle-atlas/. For questions related to the 
Vermont Lady Beetle Bioblitz, please contact Julia Pupko, 
jpupko@vtecostudies.org.

With their multitude of colors and patterns, lady beetles catch 
the eye of even the most insect-averse. Lady beetles have also 
captured the attention of the Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
(VCE) Vermont Atlas of Life team, after they discovered that 
many Vermont native lady beetle species had not been seen 
for decades. In response, the team has organized the upcoming 
Vermont Lady Beetle BioBlitz that will run from June 5-12, and 
they are looking for volunteers from all over the state to help 
rediscover these beautiful beetles.

A BioBlitz is a community science effort to record all the 
species within a designated area over a short time period. 
Anyone with a willingness to explore nearby habitats to find and 
photograph lady beetles is encouraged to join. No experience 
is necessary! The week-long survey will use iNaturalist.org to 
collect data. To participate, volunteers simply need to download 
the free iNaturalist smartphone app and join the project at https://
www.inaturalist.org/projects/vermont-lady-beetle-bioblitz. 
Data collected from the Vermont Lady Beetle BioBlitz will be 
included in the Vermont Lady Beetle Atlas, a statewide survey 
focused on rediscovering Vermont’s long lost lady beetle species.

“We had an old document which provided a snapshot of lady 
beetle life prior to 1976, and we quickly realized that many of 
the beetles reported hadn’t been seen in decades,” said VCE 
biologist Kent McFarland.

The team went to work, sifting through historic lady beetle 
collections from the UVM Zadock Thompson Natural History 
Collection, Middlebury College, Fairbanks Museum, and the 
VT Forest, Parks, and Recreation collection, as well as modern 
records from the Vermont Atlas of Life iNaturalist project and 
the Lost Ladybug Project at Cornell University. As the pieces 
fell into place, they realized that 12 of Vermont’s 35 native lady 
beetle species have been missing for decades. 

This may come as a surprise to anyone who has watched 
armies of bright red and orange beetles invade their windowsills 
once the autumn wind catches a chill. However, most of these 
winter roommates are in fact an invasive species — the Asian 
Lady Beetle — thought to be partly responsible for the decline 
of native species.

Although it may appear that Asian Lady Beetles are all there 
is to see, a closer look will reveal other lady beetle species that 

VCE seeks volunteers to look for lady beetles

Twice-stabbed Lady Beetle (Chilocorus stigma). © Kent P. McFarland

Marsh Lady Beetle (Anisosticta bitriangularis). © Julia Pupko
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Help make the world polio-free
Healthy volunteers, age 18-45, needed for a research study to 

test new polio vaccines. Six-month duration, outpatient study. 
Enrolled volunteers are compensated for their time.

Interested? Go online to https://redcap.med.uvm.edu/
surveys/?s=NHLPAMC9H7 or call 802-656-0013 for more 
information.

Summer yoga 
at Mills Riverside Park

Crystal Sorrell of Yoga, Reiki & Mindfulness in Underhill has 
have partnered with Mills Riverside Park in Jericho to bring the 
community a summer yoga series that began Saturday, May 29 
and will run through September. Classes will be 60 minutes long, 
all levels are welcome; bring a mat, blanket, or towel! 

The schedule will be: Wednesdays: (two opportunities), 7:00 
AM and 7:00 PM — Vinyasa Flow; and Saturdays: 9:00 AM — 
Gentle Yoga Flow.

We will plan to have class on the upper field (unless in use and 
we will find another location). Walk up the trail to the left of the 
pavilion until you reach an open field that has a gazebo. Only 
a short walk; however, if you have concerns or need assistance 
please email me and let me know! 

Classes are $10/person via Venmo, Popmoney or cash (Venmo: 
Crystal-Sorrell-1 with picture of me on a swing with blue pants 
on). Weather permitting, if we can’t practice in person, class 
will be held via Zoom. For more information, contact crystal.
sorrellcemt@gmail.com.

WORSHIP SERVICES

HEALTH NEWS

Virtual services at MMUUF
Join us for virtual Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, held on the second and 
fourth Sundays of each month, September-June (June 13, 2021). 
Services are led by members of the fellowship and by invited 
guest speakers, including visiting UU ministers and leaders of 
other faiths. Each service explores a different topic. Worship, 
reflect, and sustain one another, within an inclusive spiritual 
community, built on values of honoring and affirming the worth 
of every person, striving for justice, participating in the world 
community, and respecting the natural web of existence. Check 
the website for upcoming speakers and topics. For the time being, 
services are being held exclusively via Zoom. Please contact 
president@mmuuf.org or 899-2558 for how to join. Located at 
195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.
uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
outdoor worship service

Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 
Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals 
are all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, 
you are welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not 
at all. All are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There 
will be music, prayer, and message from our pastor Rev. Sean 
Delmore on Zoom for virtual worship. For updates or a Zoom 
invitation, please contact 802-899-4288 or Jen (luitjens@yahoo.
com). Located at 71 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship together 
every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is traditional 
but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much more. For 
instructions on joining worship from home, please see https://
unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-home/. We 
provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, and service, 
but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and contemplate 
your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s office (with 
voicemail) 899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday and Wednesday 
11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 899-4583.

Online church services 
in Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called to 
join us for our online church services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to 
watch can do so via our Facebook pages. So, as we like to say at 
the church: know that no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s journey, you are welcome at our church; or in this case, our 
web-space! https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch or 
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Clutter Barn donations, sale
Thank you to all the community members who continue to 

support the Clutter Barn, a mission of the United Church of 
Underhill. We will collect donations every other Saturday 
through the summer. Our next donation day will be June 12, 8:30 
AM - 12:00 PM. 

Then we have a tag sale to move the gently used items to a new 
home. Please be sure to come and shop for some special treasures 
on June 26, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. 

When you are donating, please sort your items at home 
into the following categories to help us with our organization: 
toys/games/puzzles, clothing (grouped by infant, children, and 
adult), small electronics, household items, linens and bedding, 
sports, books (grouped by children, cookbooks, adult), footwear, 
pictures and frames, tools, wooden items, office supplies, holiday 
decorations, and finally small pieces of furniture.

To donate, enter the church driveway on Park Street. You 
will be directed by volunteers to a tent to unload your items. 
Then you will exit past the church and the Clutter Barn. For a 
list of things we accept and can’t accept, you can go to http://
unitedchurchofunderhill.com and click under Clutter Barn.

Again, thank you for your support.

Jericho Farmers Market is open
It’s that time of year again! The first market of the season was 

Thursday, from 3:00 - 6:30 PM at Mills Riverside Park! 
This season is especially special as we are marking our 20th 

Anniversary as your community market! We’re excited to 
continue our multi-part mission of supporting local farmers and 
artisans, serving as a family friendly community gathering space, 
and ensuring that all residents of Jericho have access to fresh, 
local, food. 

This year’s market will be bigger and better than last year and 
will look a lot more like what you are used to. We will have 
more vendors and more freedom to wander. We are also excited 
to welcome families back to the market!

Since at this point not all family members (especially the 
younger ones) have the opportunity to get the vaccine, we are 
strongly encouraging customers to wear masks while in the 
market. As such, we are also asking customers, for the time 
being, to picnic outside of the market confines. Mills Riverside 
Park has a number of wonderful picnicking spots to enjoy! 
We will continue to assess these policies as guidelines change 
throughout the summer. 

Thank you all so much for your continued support. We are 
very much looking forward to another outstanding season!

Underhill Recreation 
Committee news

There is much afoot in the realm of recreation in Underhill. A 
few updates:

The Town Pond is OPEN for use and swimming. The raft is in 
and the picnic tables are out. Come enjoy a (chilly) swim, or have 
a BBQ with your friends and family.

The tennis courts are getting a big facelift! The courts are 
currently closed as the project is a multistage process. The project 
will be done in June, and we will have beautifully resurfaced 
courts, with the inclusion of pickleball lines. Stay tuned for 
pickleball nights!

Tomasi Meadow will have a mowed path around the perimeter 
of the meadow throughout the summer. Come enjoy a stroll in 
the field! Mind the nesting geese!

Food Truck Nights with live music in Moore Park are ON! The 
third Friday of each month, June-September, will feature local 
eats and local music. The first one is Friday, June 18 with Red 
Hot Juba.

Second call for pop-up shops 
in Westford

The Westford Common Hall would love more local artisans 
and craftspeople to participate in the Westford Common Hall 
Pop-up Shops series! We will be showcasing pop-up-shops this 
summer on the Hall’s portico on Saturdays, 12:00 - 2:00 PM.

Are you a photographer, graphic artist, fiber or quilt artist, 
make specialty foods, jewelry, birdhouses, etc? For a modest fee 
benefiting the revitalization of the Common Hall, you will have 
the stage to sell your wares. We will do the promotions, and folks 
can shop local!

Please email moxiemamahughes@gmail.com and let us know 
if you are interested in taking part in these fun summer events. 
We will send you a registration form and we will get a schedule 
set for the shops!

Wood4Good, Ltd. 
is officially a 501c3

By Eric Axelrod, Jericho
Wood4Good, Ltd. has officially received a non-profit status 

from the Vermont and the federal government. Your donations 
are now tax deductible. The Chittenden County wood bank is 
ready to take our operations to the next level and we need your 
help.

Our organization has accomplished a lot on a shoestring 
budget up until now. As many of you know, our neighbors in 
Chittenden County heat their homes with wood but do not have 
enough money/resources/time to get sufficient firewood for the 
winter. Wood4Good splits, seasons, and delivers donated wood 
to anyone who asks, like a foodbank with no criteria for need. 
Wood4Good is completely community based and all-volunteer. 
I hope you will consider supporting this effort however you can.

Last year we gave away 50 cords, with much of that made 
possible by our amazing volunteers and importantly your 
donations. Wood4Good’s goal for next winter is to double that, 
to 100 cords of wood.

We need donations to cover our considerable expenses to make 
that happen. We need funds for the following: insurance to cover 
all volunteers and our equipment; purchase of additional log 
length firewood; maintenance of our equipment which includes 
four log splitters, dump truck, chainsaws, trailer.

Our goal is to buy a tractor with a loader prior to delivery 
season (October-December) to make the processing and 
distribution more efficient. If anyone has a tractor that they 
would consider selling/donating to our cause (you could write it 
off on your taxes) please let me know, I will send you the tax id. 
For more information, 802-310-1949.

Please give whatever you can — send a check to Wood4Good, 
Ltd., 14 Buttercup Lane, Jericho, VT 05465 — your donations 
are tax deductible. You can also donate to our GoFundMe at 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/wood-4-good-needs-additional-
resources.

Thank to our everyone who has played a part in making this 
happen. In particular we would like to thank Langrock, Sperry 
and Wool LLP. in Burlington, the law firm who donated to us 
their law services to get the non-profit status.

Gratefully yours — The Wood4Good Team

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

United Way’s Volunteer Connection site is set up to help 
connect agencies and volunteers. Agencies are working hard to 
navigate volunteering during this time, so the opportunities are 
limited. Here is a link for Volunteer Connection to learn more 
about these and other opportunities: https://unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com/. 

BLOOD DONOR AMBASSADORS NEEDED in Franklin 
and Chittenden Counties – American Red Cross needs volunteers 
to make blood drives a success. Responsibilities include greeting 
donors, explaining the donation process, and assisting with 
intake. These volunteers do not assist during the donation 
process. To learn more and apply, visit https://www.redcross.org/
volunteer/become-a-volunteer/urgent-need-for-volunteers.html

SEEKING ADULTS TO MENTOR YOUTH – This is a 
fun and rewarding way to support kids in our community! Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Vermont is looking for adults to spend 
two to four hours per month mentoring a youth age 6-17. 
Community-based, site-based, and online options available. 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are 
not alone, and we are here to help.

Live virtual worship 
at Good Shepherd, Jericho

You are invited to worship with Good Shepherd Church at 
9:00 AM every Sunday. Services continue to be live-virtual for 
the coming month. To join in: Zoom links are provided via Good 
Shepherd’s communication document called the E-Bulletin. 
Subscribe ahead of time, by the Tuesday prior to a service you 
hope to attend, at www.goodshepherdjericho.org. You need to 
subscribe only once, and you can unsubscribe at any time. Pastor 
Arnold leads Tuesday Evening Prayer at 7:00 PM, also via Zoom. 
Centering Prayer Meditation Practice is offered on Fridays at 
8:30 AM; access information is at http://goodshepherdjericho.
org/. We are an open-minded Christian community where people 
from different faith traditions, along with those who aren’t sure 
where they belong or what they believe, seek the support of a 
spiritual home. We welcome you in the name and love of Christ. 
Contact Pastor Arnold Isidore Thomas for more information at 
802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church 
on Zoom

Calvary Episcopal Church is a welcoming, caring, Christian 
community called to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow our 
spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors. While the church building 
is currently closed, worship services are being held on Sundays at 
9:30 AM via Zoom. All are warmly invited to attend! The Zoom 
link can be found on Calvary’s website: http://calvarychurchvt.
weebly.com/. Hope to see you soon!
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It’s Spring!
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
It is spring in Vermont, which is a different season, not known 

to dwellers of other regions. Spring in Vermont starts slowly 
and is identified by bashful, small indicators. First, the air feels 
different; not warm, but lacking the steely, almost frightening 
lengthiness of a truly cold winter. One senses that the bite of 
cold is being infiltrated with small wisps of warmth that start 
the long icicles hanging from the porch roof, to drip in a slow, 
steady rhythm. The sky is patchwork blue; streaks of gray fringe 
the bottoms of the clouds, most of which are not in a rush to get 
anywhere. Clouds have nothing to prove. They are the battered 
and buffeted; the ever-changing clue to what weather will come 
tomorrow.

And the miniature things one must kneel to see. It is the 
inverse rule: in small size is strength. The Canada Mayflowers 
break through the matted leaves of autumn. There is one oval 
leaf, about one and a half inches tall… hundreds of them huddled 
under a spot of sunlight at the edge of the woods. Their color 
shouts spring: not a variation of green but the joyous color itself. 
It’s one of the early starters of photosynthesis. And huddled 
inside the juncture of leaf to buried stem is a tiny, tightly closed 
nubbin of white. As spring warms the leaves, it will explode into 
a miniature steeple, decorated by fluffy white, tiny flowers. One 
day I picked a few, amounting to a mere finger-bouquet, and I 
found they have a delicate, sweet smell – the quintessence of 
plants opening and shouting:  Spring! 

Adder’s Tongue, Trout Lily, Dogtooth Violet. It is a member of 
the Lily family of plants; it is decidedly not a violet. I have never 
seen an adder’s tongue, and most probably never will. So that is 
beyond my ken. In the accepted “flowery” botanical writing of 
the time, a wonderful old (1893) wild flower guide describes this 
plant thusly: “Where the pale April sunlight filters through the 
leafless branches, nod myriads of these lilies, each one guarded 
by a pair of mottled, erect, sentinel-like leaves.”   

Marsh Marigold glows in any place that is mucky and 
muddy… one of the first glorious golds of spring. And if you 
have Welllingtons (the British name for large rubber boots) you 

COMMUNITY COLUMNS
can wade right in and pick your salad greens: ultra-fresh leaves, 
advertising Vitamin C. (Readers of Laura Ingalls Wilder may 
remember the family eating the first grasses of spring, to prevent 
scurvy.) 

And now you can stand up and watch the trees. Red Maples 
and their flowers have given way to make room for the budding 
of tiny leaves, glowing the copper color of old burnished pots and 
pans. Willows sing green with a pale-yellow cast which makes 
them stand out near a rushing brook. And evergreens give up 
their winter dominance to the new-comers. Sudden patches of 
white at the sunshine edge of a deep wood are Shadbush. Look 
quickly; the wind is going to send their petals flying into the 
meadow. Or, if you miss the evanescent Shad, the Wild Plum and 
errant Apple trees keep the theme of white going.

We are much more subtle here in the North. The showy 
tropical colors don’t come until our gardens pick up the Zinnia’s 
theme of reds and golds. And the summer flowers bring summer 
into its glory. But don’t wait until then. Put on a sweater and 
perhaps some rubber boots and look around you. We are busy 
people and if we don’t pay attention, spring will march right into 
summer… and serious gardeners… and hiking… and hot days 
with the blankets of cool at night… and Goldenrod and Tansy 
and Black Eyed Susans… Remember that “Rough winds do 
shake the darling buds of May” (Shakespeare). So get out before 
Spring passes!

April is the cruelest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing

Memories and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain

— T.S. Eliot   
                                                                       

The sun was warm but the wind was chill.
You know how it is with an April day

When the sun is out and the wind is still,
You’re one month on in the Middle of May.

But if you so much as dare to speak,
A  cloud comes over the sunlight arch,

A wind comes over a frozen peak,
And you’re two months back in the middle of March

— Robert Frost

Vermont’s place names
By Joe Nelson

Special to the Mountain Gazette
There it is, Black Dog Lane, I really did see it on my last trip 

to Jeffersonville by way of VT Rt. 15. I like to collect Vermont’s 
place names. The name Gert’s Knob makes me smile, Briar 
Patch Road reminds me of Uncle Remus’ tales of Brer Rabbit, 
and Wild Berry Lane awakens my taste buds.

The name Black Dog Lane, though, cautions me not to enter 
the lane on foot. Of course the black dog might be a resident’s 
gentle old Labrador. Experience, on the other hand, reminds 
me to be careful. Back in the 1990s, Ruth and I were exploring 
Vermont and photographing covered bridges. We found the 
Bartonsville covered bridge in the Town of Rockingham and we 
were doing our thing when a huge black dog came away from 
a nearby house, its bristles up, barking and snarling. It came up 
close to us and had hoisted its leg on Ruth before the dog’s owner 
called it off. We walked back to the bridge where Ruth climbed 
down the steep bank to the Williams River to wash and to rinse 
her socks.

Ruth hadn’t lost her love for dogs, though. On another trip 
we came to the Scott Bridge, and found a gathering of kids 
dropping off the bridge and swimming in the pool below. A 
German shepherd was enjoying his swim with the kids, and the 
kids were enjoying him. Ruth was charmed. The adventure had 
its downside though. I stepped in the dog’s essence and unable 
to clean my shoe tread thoroughly enough, we enjoyed doggie 
essence all the way home.

Kettle Creek Road, Bad Axe Michigan, and Burlington, 
Ohio. All of these names have some historical significance. I’ve 
read that Burlington Ohio was named by migrating Vermonters 
during the early 1800s, and Bad Axe Michigan was named by 
a surveyor. According to Google, while surveying the first state 
road through the Huron County wilderness in 1861, Rudolph 
Papst and George Willis Pack made camp at the future site of the 
city and found a much-used and badly damaged axe. At Pack’s 
suggestion, Papst used the name “Bad Axe Camp” in the minutes 
of the survey and on a sign he placed along the main trail.

Kettle Creek Road off VT Rt. 15? How did the creek get its 
name? How did the towns get their names? I’ve heard of a book 
titled Vermont Place Names by Esther M. Swift. I’d love to have 
a copy, so I googled the title and found that Amazon has some for 
sale from $375-987. That’s rather discouraging, so I guess I’ll just 
have to do my thing the hard way — go to each town’s collection 
of history and dig in. I began with Underhill’s collection.

I found that New Hampshire’s Governor Benning Wentworth 
granted the town of Underhill to Joseph Sackett, Jr. and 64 
“original proprietors,” one of them named Benjamin Underhill. 
The first meeting of the proprietors was held September, 1785 in 
Dorset at the home of Abraham Underhill. The second meeting 
took place in Manchester at the home of Thaddeus Munson, with 
Augustine Underhill elected moderator. Not one of the Underhills 
ever settled in the town, and it is interesting that Jericho had four 
men named Underhill among the original proprietors. Westford, 
granted the same day as Underhill, had among its proprietors 35 
of the same men who were proprietors of Underhill. They were 
land speculators who had no intention of settling on their land. 
The people who bought into the grant through the speculators 
may very well have named their town after the individuals they 
dealt with — the Underhills.

Moving on to the Town of Jericho, their historical society 
website displays the charter for the town boldly entitled Jericho, 
Province of New Hampshire, by the Grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland, King Defender of the Faith, etc. but 
not a word about how the town’s name was chosen. Wikipedia 
states that the town is named after the biblical Jericho, but tells 
us no more.

The website did yield a gem about the naming of Mount 
Mansfield. The colonists named the mountain to honor Solicitor 
General William Murray, Lord Mansfield, because he used 
his influence with the British authorities on behalf of New 
Hampshire Governor Benning Wentworth. The name used by 
the people who first lived here was: Moze-o-de-be-wadso, the 
“mountain with head like a moose.”

Many of Vermont’s places were named in colonial times to 
honor British aristocracy; then after the Revolution, villages, 
towns, rivers, and mountains were named or renamed honoring 
American heroes, historic events, or just willy-nilly, like Black 
Dog Lane.

Enosburg was named for Roger Enos, Ira Allen’s father-in-law 
and a commander of Vermont Forces in the American Revolution, 
but then, that’s another story…

Managing Forests for Pollinators
By Ethan Tapper

 Chittenden County Forester
In recent years, there has been an increase in interest in 

managing our yards and meadows for pollinators. Simply put, 
pollinators are the creatures that help our flowering plants 
reproduce by carrying pollen between flowers. 60-80% of 
Vermont’s plants, including many of our food crops, require the 
assistance of pollinators. While many people think of pollinators 
as critters of wildflower meadows, most require healthy forests 
to thrive.

Many different species pollinate plants – bats are a pollinator 
of bananas, for instance – but when we talk about pollinators 
we’re usually talking about bugs. In scientific terms, “bugs” are 
invertebrates, animals without spines, a category that includes 
everything from crayfish to spiders, insects, and snails. About 
90-97% of all the species on earth are invertebrates; 1.25 million 
known invertebrate species (as many as 30 million may actually 
exist), compared to 60,000 species of vertebrates (what most of us 
would call “animals”). Vermont is home to about 21,000 species 
of invertebrates, compared to 58 species of mammals; “bugs” 
represent a massive share of our local and global biodiversity.

While perhaps our most-celebrated pollinator, the Eurasian 
honeybee, is not native to North America, Vermont is home to 
about 300 species of native bees, many of which are important 
pollinators of both wild and domestic plants. Vermont’s bees and 
butterflies get the lion’s share of the credit, but equally important 
pollinators are flies, beetles, slugs, and moths.

In fields and yards, we can improve pollinator habitat by 
encouraging a diversity of plant species: mowing less, and 
planting or encouraging native annual and perennial plants. We 
can introduce more complexity by planting native shrubs like 
dogwoods and Viburnums, which provide habitat for pollinators 
in addition to other wildlife species like songbirds. Excellent 
resources about managing for pollinators in open areas abound, 
but a good place to start is with the Xerces Society (xerces.org).

In focusing on yards and meadows, most people don’t 
realize the profound importance that forests play in maintaining 
pollinators on our landscape. While some pollinators, like the 
monarch butterfly, spend most of their life in the open, most of 

Vermont’s pollinators are completely reliant on, and adapted to, 
forests. These pollinators may visit your yard, but they live in the 
woods. Many species of bees, for instance, nest in tree cavities, 
rotten wood, and in leaf litter, and a huge number of moths and 
butterflies rely on native trees to complete various parts of their 
life cycle. Forests also need bugs; in addition to helping plants 
reproduce, pollinators perform other critical ecosystem roles like 
acting as decomposers and feeding larger species like songbirds.

To protect and enhance pollinator habitat in the woods, the 
answer is a mix of good forest stewardship and addressing 
biodiversity threats. Vermont’s dynamic forests support a 
wide variety of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants that occur 
on different sites at different stages in forest development. 
Managing Vermont’s relatively young, simple forests to be more 
diverse and complex provides opportunities for a wider range of 
flora to thrive, in turn providing a more diverse array of niches 
and habitat opportunities for pollinators. We need to recognize 
the importance of tree mortality in providing growing space for 
diverse plant and shrub communities, in addition to creating 
features like dead wood, critical habitat for pollinators like our 
wood-boring bees. Managing forests for complexity can also help 
make them more adaptive and resilient in a changing climate, 
ensuring that there is habitat for pollinators into the future.

Providing habitat for pollinators involves much more than 
the flowers in your yard; any threat to forests is an existential 
threat to pollinators. Protecting forests from fragmentation 
and development is critical to pollinators, not to mention to 
forests’ ability to clean our air and our water, provide habitat for 
wildlife, and to sequester and store carbon. When we think about 
protecting pollinators, we need to expand our efforts to include 
things like controlling the invasive exotic plants and addressing 
deer overpopulations, both of which can have a massive negative 
influence on diversity in our forests.

In providing habitat for pollinators, as with many other things, 
forests are behind the scenes, subtly and unpretentiously making 
the world work. They are what allow us to enjoy beautiful native 
wildflowers and the food in our gardens and farmer’s markets. To 
protect pollinators we need to think beyond the meadow.

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be 
reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov or at 802-585-9099.

I-95 and Old Route 66
By Doug Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
I prefer ground transportation to flying. No matter how bad a 

road is, it still beats flying. I don’t have a fear of flying, I just do 
not like the plane’s movements. My parents did not like planes 
either. My mother took her first airplane trip with my brother to 
see our sister in Australia, which is over 20 hours of flying time. 
That was a hell of a first airplane trip. Her second flight was when 
she died and got flown to Burlington from Virginia. My father’s 
only flight was also after he died, and his body was similarly 
transported to Burlington. My parents are buried in Tunbridge. 
My cousin David Cilley and his son Dennis were the undertakers 
for their funerals. My uncle Bill was another person who was 
scared to fly but had to fly on one occasion. My father took him 
to the airport and told him it would be fine. Finally Uncle Bill 
said, “Okay, I will go. And if I don’t like it, I will just get off.” 
Ha, ha, fat chance!

This story is about the worst highway (I-95) and the best 
section of road (old Rt. 66) that I have ever driven on. Everyone 
has probably been on I-95 and has experienced 90 mile-an-hour 
idiots driving (as my father would say) like hell to get home to 
read the paper!

On one of our trips to Key Largo, we were traveling on I-95 
near Miami where two outside lanes merged into five lanes and 
there were barriers on both sides and of course most of the traffic 
was going a minimum of 75 mph. All of a sudden, I saw a car 
spinning around to the right of me and coming my way and 
fortunately, the barriers ended, and I was able to drive onto a 

grass median that separated the south and northbound lanes. I 
applied the brakes and tore up grass for about four car lengths 
before I could stop. I was almost stopped when the twirling 
damaged car entered the median just ahead of me. We barely 
bumped into her side door, but she had a lot of dents and damage 
where her car had been tossed around.

My damage was minimal: directional light and a small dent on 
my hood. My wife took two nitro pills and I just tried to breathe. 
It delayed us because of paperwork, but we were able to drive 
away. The other cars involved were all dented, but this one gal 
was hit all over. I recall we had to find a place to stay because of 
the delay and we could see a town of some sort down in a valley 
but had to figure out how to navigate to it with the whole network 
of over and under passes. I avoid I-95 as much as possible to this 
day!

Old Route 66 was always mentioned in books, magazines, 
and of course the song. My wife and I both wanted to include 
Route 66 in one of our road trips, so when we finally got there 
we were disappointed to find the Route 66 is mostly a high-speed 
road. There are only short stretches of the old Route 66 left, and 
the section we were on had a museum with Elvis memorabilia, 
including his red and white Chevrolet convertible and a small 
eating area with black and white floor tile. It reminded me of a 
lot of western towns that used to be booming with all the gold 
miners, etc. After the gold ran out, so did the town. The newer 
highways bypassed the towns and that is what happened with 
Route 66; it was replaced by a new high-speed highway. Small 
sections of Route 66 that are preserved remind us of the old days. 
At least they didn’t become ghost towns and deserted. I am still 
trying to pick a route that gets me to my destination without 

going on high-speed highways. I’ll take the scenic route every 
time, as long as they exist. The fastest way is never the safest 
way. Slow down and live!

Next column: PEI mussels and singing sands

Reel in safety tips before taking 
your child fishing

Parents have been hooking me in with lots of questions about 
safety tips for what they need to know if they take their children 
fishing this summer. Well let me take the bait and provide some 
information on this topic.

Have clearly defined rules before you head out, such as what 
should and should not be touched during your fishing adventure 
and how to handle fishing hooks with care. Barbless hooks may 
be best when fishing with young children since they are easier 
to remove if they do get snagged onto a child. Many weights are 
made with lead, so you may not want your child or you handling 
those weights without proper glove protection.

Practice safe casting before you go fishing with your children, 
including having them look around and behind themselves 
before they cast.

Make sure children have the proper gear. This starts with 
protective eyewear, meaning polarized sunglasses to protect 
the eyes from the sun’s rays and to protect the eyes from errant 
casts with hooks and lures. Polarized glasses may even make it 
easier to spot fish in the water. Sun protection is also essential 
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Need help paying broadband internet?
Lamoille FiberNet Communications Union District is 

working to help build consumer awareness about the Emergency 
Broadband Benefit, a new Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) program. The temporary benefit will help to lower the cost 
of broadband service for eligible households during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Emergency Broadband Benefit provides a discount of up to 
$50 per month toward broadband service for eligible households 
and up to $75 per month for households on qualifying tribal 
lands. Eligible households can also receive a one-time discount 
of up to $100 to purchase a laptop, desktop computer or tablet 
from participating providers. Your household is eligible if one 
member of the household meets at least one of the criteria below:

• has an income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines or participates in certain assistance programs, such as 
SNAP, Medicaid or the FCC’s Lifeline program;

• approved to receive benefits under the free and reduced-price 
school lunch program or the school breakfast program, including 
through the USDA Community Eligibility Provision, in the 
2019-2020 or 2020-2021 school year;

• received a federal Pell Grant during the current award year;
• experienced a substantial loss of income through job loss or 

furlough since February 29, 2020
and the household had a total income in 2020 at or below 

$99,000 for single filers and $198,000
for joint filers; or
• meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider’s 

existing low-income or COVID-19
program.
There are three ways to apply:
1. Contact your preferred participating broadband provider 

directly to learn about their application process: https://www.fcc.
gov/emergency-broadband-benefit-providers#Vermont

2. Go to GetEmergencyBroadband.org to apply online and to 
find participating providers near you.

3. Call 833-511-0311 for a mail-in application, and return it 
along with proof of eligibility to: Lamoille FiberNet, P.O. Box 
1637, 52 Portland St., Morrisville, VT 05661

with adequate sunscreen and a brimmed hat, as is good hydration 
before, during, and after you return from fishing — especially in 
hot summer weather. Insect repellant is also a must.

Provide lightweight fishing gear for your young child. A 
simple ultra-light rod and a spinning or spin cast reel with 
trigger is a good introductory setup for a young person learning 
to fish. Clothing should also be breathable for smaller children. 
Be prepared to dress your child in layers since mornings and 
evenings can be damper and chillier on the water than afternoons.  

If fishing in a boat, kayak, or canoe, or even if around the 
shoreline or dock, children should be wearing personal flotation 
devices. If fishing from shore, remind children to stay close to 
you and always in sight. Children should never wade into water 
that may have undercurrents or an unknown bottom.

Bring a first aid kit with you, as well as a whistle for you and 
your child in case you start to get separated from each other on 
the banks or in the water itself. Have a cell phone with you or a 
marine radio if on a boat. These are essential should an injury 
occur, and you need to seek emergency help.

Hopefully reeling in these tips will ensure that you are able 
to tackle any concerns you may have when it comes to making 
fishing with your child a safe and fun family experience.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine

Community columns continued from page 5

Volunteers are provided with training and ongoing staff support 
for the duration of the match. Background check required. To 
apply, go online to https://bbbs.tfaforms.net/4841134

TUTOR ADULT LEARNERS – Mercy Connections, an 
educational nonprofit in Burlington, needs qualified volunteers 
to tutor adults on-site in their Education and Transition Tutorials. 
If you have educational experience and the heart to volunteer, 
consider joining the tutoring team on Tuesday and/or Thursday 
mornings to be matched either 1:1 or with a small group of 
two to three students. To learn more, contact Cathy Ainsworth, 
cainsworth@mercyconnections.org or 802-846-7162.

Richmond Food Shelf 
Thrift Store is open

The Richmond Food Shelf remains open. The Thrift Store 
is now open without an appointment. The hours are: Tuesdays 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM; Thursdays 4:00 – 6:00 PM; and Saturdays 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

We will be limiting the number of customers who can shop at 
one time; you may also be asked to wear a mask. Thank you for 
your understanding as we navigate this next piece!

The store is filled with great clothes… ditch those sweatpants! 
Come in and add some color and style to your life!

Miscellaneous continued from page 4

Local organizations team up 
to advance clean water

Volunteers planted over 3000 trees in wetlands, along streams, 
and in prime songbird habitat on farms in Chittenden County this 
spring, the Vermont Land Trust (VLY) has announced.

The plantings along Muddy Brook and a tributary of the 
LaPlatte River, as well as at the confluence of the Winooski River 
and Mill Brook, will restore woodlands and wetlands with native 
trees and shrubs to protect water quality in Lake Champlain 
and improve wildlife habitat. These streams and rivers are all a 
priority for the state’s clean water efforts.

The restoration projects happened on Jericho Settlers Farm 
in Jericho, Bread & Butter Farm in S. Burlington, and Nordic 
Farms in Charlotte. Together with partners including Friends of 
the Winooski River, Partners for Fish & Wildlife, and Audubon 
Vermont, VLT is working with these farms to restore wetland 
and stream areas that can protect communities from damaging 
floods, keep phosphorus out of the lake, and provide habitat for 
migratory songbirds.

Over 130 volunteers from Cub Scout Den 620 (Jericho-
Underhill), Essex High School, Green Mountain Valley School, 
Ursa Major Skincare, SunCommon, the ECO AmeriCorps 
program, Nordic Farms, Vermont Youth Conservation Corps, 
and local communities came together to plant at these sites.

At Jericho Settlers Farm, volunteers planted 1600 trees to 
restore a floodplain forest where the Winooski River and Mill 
Brook meet. At Nordic Farms, 800 native shrubs and trees 
were planted along a stream that flows into the LaPlatte River, 
improving breeding songbird habitat. In South Burlington, 750 
new willow and alder shrubs will restore wetland in low-lying 
areas along Muddy Brook on Bread & Butter Farm. These 
restored areas will help slow floodwaters, reduce erosion, and 
filter and store water.

These efforts were made possible with funding from the VT 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), VT Fish 
& Wildlife Habitat Stamp Program, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Services’ Partners for Fish & Wildlife program, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology Land Trust Small Grants Program, National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation, and others.

Legislators statement 
supporting EWSD

As representatives of the Essex/Westford House delegation, 
we stand together in unified, wholehearted support of the 
Essex Westford School District (ESWD) administration, staff, 
and school board for their ongoing commitment and work 
towards creating more equitable, inclusive, welcoming learning 
environments for all students.

Specifically, we support the EWSD community in its work 
related to the Equity and Continuous Improvement Plans that 
were designed with robust student, staff, and community input. 
Unfortunately, these plans are receiving targeted pushback 
from some residents who are perpetuating misinformation and 
inaccurate facts.

The sad reality is that not all of our children grow and thrive 
in our present public school system. When the data is examined, 
it’s clear that there are barriers for some students in reaching their 
goals based on certain characteristics. For example, it’s apparent 
that many students who are eligible for special education, live 
with financial hardship, are LGBTQ+, are Black and Brown, 
or do not speak English are repeatedly navigating difficult, 
sometimes traumatic experiences and therefore, not achieving 
their academic and personal potential.

As a school district funded with significant public dollars, 
we have a collective responsibility and a civil rights mandate 
to ensure that we take a hard look at our systems, programs, 
curriculums, and anything else that stands in the way of ensuring 
equitable experiences and outcomes for all students.

We see the presence of discrimination, bias and structural 
racism in the foundations of many of our institutions, 
organizations, and programs. It is healthy and courageous to take 
a hard look at the ways in which “we have done business” that 
have limited the opportunity of our neighbors who have told us 
they experience marginalization on a recurring basis.

As we reside in the second whitest state in the country, we 
cannot not have blindspots and implicit biases that guide our 
actions. It is the fair and responsible thing to examine these 
biases carefully and become humble students again in our 
learning about how to fashion communities that are more racially 
and socially equitable for everyone.

In the legislature this session, we began similar work in this 
regard. J.R.H.6. declared racism a public health emergency 
with the strong support of our VT Commissioner of Health. In 
J.R.H.2, we as a body formally apologized for the sanctioning 
and supporting of eugenics policies and practices that impacted 
so many Vermonters over generations (with more actionable 
follow-up to come). In H.210, we have begun to address health 
inequities related to illness, access to health care, mental health 
and more, as the data indicates that significant disparities exist 
across the Green Mountain State based on race and ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and disability status. In 
H.159, we allocated funds for the creation of a minority business 
development center. In the state budget, we granted the Office of 
Racial Equity two more positions as their workload has become 
untenable. And we have so so so much more work to do as a 
state.

Please join us in using your voices towards the creation 
of a more racially and socially just community. Trust that our 
educators are taking extraordinary care of our children and have 
their best interests at heart — and use your voices to say so.

To learn more, attend EWSD’s Equity Education Session on 
Tuesday, June 8, 6:00 - 7:30 PM; you can register at https://bit.
ly/2TrHtSR. Or join our next Community Conversation, Sunday, 
June 13, 2:00 - 3:30 PM.

Rep. Marybeth Redmond, mredmond@leg.state.vt.us, 
Chittenden 8-1

Rep. Karen Dolan, kdolan@leg.state.vt.us, Chittenden 8-2
Rep. Lori Houghton, lhoughton@leg.state.vt.us, Chittenden 

8-2
Rep. Alyssa Black, ablack@leg.state.vt.us, Chittenden 8-3

Legislative update, two weeks 
and counting down

By Alyssa Black, State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
May 16
The past two weeks have been a flurry of activity as we moved 

towards adjournment, set for May 22 — one week to go! We’ve 
been warned to expect long days and evenings on the Floor this 
week, as we try to finish all the important pieces of legislation 
we’ve been working on this year. I’ve also been told this is the 
week of “hurry up and wait.” While bills move between the 
House and Senate to get them through the final stages of passage, 
it is often long debate on the Floor, messaging our actions to the 
Senate, waiting for them to quickly take action, and then coming 
back if further amendment occurs. All this happening in hours, 
as opposed to the weeks of time this normally takes. Everyone is 
looking forward to the end, although I confess that I’m a bit sad 
about this. I’ve really enjoyed the past five months.

We will not be meeting in committee next week, as the House 
Health Care Committee has completed work on everything that 
we had intended to move forward this year. We managed to get 
out several significant bills, we worked with the Senate to move 
forward all the bills they started work on, and we contributed 
many sections to bills that were the jurisdiction of other 
committees. When I do a wrap up in the coming weeks I will go 
into more specifics, but I did want to say that the Dr. Dynasaur 
bill I have been working on all session received final approval 
and it is in queue, ready to go to the Governor’s desk!

S. 20 Banning PFAS: The VT House, on a unanimous roll 
call vote 145-0, gave preliminary approval to a comprehensive 
legislative package banning PFAS or “forever chemicals” in 
numerous consumer products, including rugs, carpets, and 
waterproofing treatments. Vermont is also set to become the first 
state in the nation to ban fluorine-based waxes used in Nordic 
ski racing; and follows Maine and New York in prohibiting food 
packaging with any PFAS-presence in direct food contact.

There are more than 9000 chemicals within the PFAS class. 
These “forever chemicals” do not biodegrade and some of 
them “bioaccumulate” in your body. They are associated with 
increased risks of cancer, as well as adverse health effects on the 
liver, endocrine system, immune system, and fetal development.

S. 16 Equitable and Inclusive School Environments: S.16 
creates a “Task Force on Equitable and Inclusive School 
Environments” to provide recommendations on how to end 
suspensions and expulsions for all but the most serious student 
behaviors. The task force will also compile data from all Vermont 
schools to measure the effectiveness of current disciplinary 
policies and practices. The House Education Committee received 
extensive testimony indicating that: 

- students of certain racial and ethnic groups and those with 
disabilities are disciplined at higher rates than their peers;

- students who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or queer 
face disproportionately high rates of school discipline;

- long-term, exclusionary discipline leads to poorer health 
outcomes, higher school drop-out rates, increased likelihood of 
living in poverty as an adult, and higher incarceration rates. 

S.16 is an important first step in making our schools more 
equitable and inclusive of all students. The task force will look 
at maximizing research-based strategies to support all students’ 
academic, social and emotional needs in a comprehensive way.

S.15 Universal Vote-By-Mail for Vermonters: The Vermont 
House gave approval to a sweeping package of new state election 
laws allowing for universal vote-by-mail in all future general 
elections. This is an important bill to expand voter access and 
encourage increased participation in our democratic process. 
The roll call vote was 119 in favor, 30 against. S.15 counters 
the prevailing trend across the U.S. where state legislatures 
are curtailing voter access with more restrictive election laws. 
According to the Brennan Center for Justice, as of March 24 
legislators had introduced 361 bills with restrictive provisions 
in 47 states. 

“Compostable plastic bags” 
don’t break down

Northwest VT Solid Waste District
Many of you read our posting about two months ago regarding 

the prevalence of compostable plastic bags within our food scrap 
collection program. These bags, which do not break down in 
soil, had become a major problem at Hudak Farm where they 
contaminate the compost piles, remaining structurally unchanged 
for months. However, thanks to the willingness of our residents 
to make the switch from plastic to paper bags, the number of 
compostable plastic bags contaminating the piles at Hudak Farm 
has declined dramatically.

This is a major success! We want to thank our residents for 
their commitment to sustainability, responsible food waste 
management, and for keeping the compost piles at Hudak Farm 
plastic-free.
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LIBRARY NEWS
In Vermont, vote-by-mail (with postage-paid return envelope) 

in the 2020 general election resulted in a 74% participation rate 
(from 68% in 2016), as well as a dramatic spike in early-voting 
to 75% (from 30% in 2016).

S.15 builds on the work that was done to help Vermonters vote 
safely during 2020 in several ways. It also creates new provisions 
for town clerks to cure defective ballots if, for example, residents 
forget to sign the certificate envelope, or fail to return unvoted 
primary ballots along with the voted ballot of the party of their 
choice. The legislation also provides for expanded access by 
providing secure ballot drop boxes that are accessible 24/7 for 
voters to return their ballots; it also limits the number of ballots 
someone can deliver on behalf of others.

Wishing you all a wonderful week and never hesitate to reach 
out by phone at 802-598-1026 or email at ABlack@leg.state.vt 
.us.

Seeking input from renters, 
landlords, homebuyers

ByLucy Rogers, State Representative, Lamoille-3
May 19
As the legislature wraps up our 2021 session, the House will 

be voting this week on S.79, a bill pertaining to rental properties, 
short term rentals, and new homebuyers (I’m including a more 
detailed summary at the end of the post). I am seeking feedback 
on this bill, particularly:

IF YOU ARE A TENANT: Have you rented a property that 
had health/safety concerns or fire hazards? How was the issue 
resolved (or is it ongoing)? Would you benefit from a more 
standardized protocol for inspection of rental properties, and/or 
more resources to help you understand your rights?

IF YOU ARE A LONG- OR SHORT-TERM RENTAL 
OWNER: I am concerned about the administrative burden and 
fee ($35/year) of registering each unit annually, as proposed in 
this bill. Do you view this as an appropriate trade-off for the other 
components of the bill (see below)? How would this additional 
requirement impact you? In addition, have you or would you take 
advantage of the VT Rental Housing Investment Program, which 
requires a 20% landlord match of money or labor in order to 
bring new housing online or bring old housing up to code? What 
would be important in order to make this program workable for 
you? Finally, have you had experiences of needing to evict a 
tenant, and what were the circumstances?

IF YOU ARE A PROSPECTIVE HOMEBUYER: What 
barriers have you faced to buying a home in Vermont?

Thank you for your feedback. It is essential in helping me 
elevate local voices in our statewide discussions about housing! I 
can be reached at LRogers@leg.state.vt.us or 730-0604.

More information: The various components of S.79 would 
1) ask the Dept. of Public Safety to take the lead in inspecting 
and regulating health and safety in rental housing; 2) require all 
owners of short term and long term rentals to register with the 
Dept. of Housing and Community Development (unless housing 
is provided to a personal acquaintance or as part of a home-
share program); 3) continue the VT Rental Housing Investment 
Program (VHIP), which was initially funded by CARES money 
and provides grants to landlords to rehabilitate rental housing 
units in order to create more dwellings or bring existing dwellings 
up to code; 4) establishes the VT Homeownership Revolving 
Loan Fund, which would provide zero-interest loans in a 
revolving loan fund for first-time homeowners, with particular 
outreach to BIPOC individuals; and 5) creates exemptions from 
the eviction moratorium for instances where landlords need to 
occupy the property or tenants are damaging property, threatening 
others’ health/safety, or not applying for VT Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program.

The full bill can be read here: https://legislature.vermont.gov/
Documents/2022/WorkGroups/House%20General/Bills/S.79/
Drafts,%20Amendments,%20and%20Legal%20Documents/
S.79~David%20Hall~%20As%20Recommended%20by%20
House%20Committee%20on%20General%20Housing%20
and%20Military%20Affairs~5-18-2021.pdf

Legislature adjourns until June
By Kesha Ram, State Senator, Chittenden District

A historic, fully remote legislative session is in the books, and 
a great deal was agreed upon and accomplished.

We will return for a special session in late June to review 
the legislation the Governor has vetoed and decide a course of 
action, if any. Governor Scott has currently only vetoed one bill, 
on juvenile records, but that could change by early June when 
bills must be signed, vetoed, or allowed to become law without 
his signature.

We are also looking at a budget session in October given the 
continually evolving nature of the influx of federal pandemic 
relief we are receiving. We will begin to experiment with 
reopening the State House to legislative activity with summer 
task forces and study committees.

In reflecting on our recent adjournment, we did our best to meet 
the moment and support the human and capital infrastructure 
needed to build back better from this pandemic. This included a 
budget of over $7 billion with critical investments in broadband, 
housing, clean water, climate change, and small business grants 
for the hardest hit sectors of the economy.

We also notably did not tax PPP grants or forgivable loans, 
so struggling businesses can put more money into their financial 
well-being and directly into the economy. We balanced the needs 
of both businesses in freezing unemployment insurance rates and 
unemployed Vermonters with an extra $25 per week bump after 
the federal benefits end.

One of the things I am most personally proud of is S.16, 
sponsored by myself and Senator Dick Sears of Bennington. It 
sets up a task force to limit the use of suspension and expulsion 
as a behavior discipline tool in our schools and to reduce the 
criminalization of families for truancy. By the time it was signed 
by the Governor, it banned the use of suspension and expulsion 
for our six- and seven-year-old children, which is a long overdue 
step toward educational equity.

There is much more I am proud of and that you may want to 
know about, so please be in touch if I can answer any questions 
or address any concerns: kram@leg.state.vt.us. It’s an honor to 
serve you.

At the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, June is a great 
time to plant the vegetable garden. Onions are planted in rows. 
Classic vegetable seeds for carrots and pole and bush beans 
are put in the ground. Starters of peppers, cabbage, tomatoes 
are planted. With some sunshine and warm weather, we will be 
rewarded with a great harvest, which is donated to our local 
food pantry.                  PHOTO BY SUZANNE FREITAS

DRML & JTL Summer 
Reading Program video

Here is a link to the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library / 
Jericho Town Library video about our 2021 Summer Reading 
Program: Tails and Tales. 

https://youtu.be/oXf7TUxypvE 
Be on the look out for even more information coming soon!

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library has gone back to curbside 

only. We will open again for appointments once we see COVID 
numbers declining.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 7:30 PM; 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; and Saturdays, 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM. You may place items on hold at https://drml.
bywatersolutions.com. You will receive an email or a phone call 
when your item is ready. Just let us know what day you would like 
to pick it up by calling 899-4962 or emailing rawsonlibrary@
drml.org. Items may be returned in the book drop any time. Items 
are quarantined up to a week before they are checked in. Our 
WiFi remains active and is accessible from the parking lot or 
other areas adjacent to the building. WiFi is available 24/7. A 
password is not needed to connect. Please be aware that our WiFi 
does not offer a secure connection.

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

Adult Programs
Homes for All — Planning for Affordable, Inclusive Housing: 

Thursday, June 3, 6:30 PM, Zoom. Where we live matters. It has 
a huge impact on our opportunities, such as the ease of getting 
to work, school, healthcare, services, and recreation. When 
we don’t have access to safe and stable homes, we lose out on 
these social and economic benefits. Join the Jericho Affordable 
Housing Committee and the Fair Housing Project of CVOEO 
for a community conversation about housing equity and the 
importance of affordable, inclusive housing. The program 
includes a presentation on the history and provisions of federal 
and Vermont fair housing law and the realities of housing 
discrimination in Vermont, followed by a discussion about 
community housing needs and how to make change at a local 
level. 

Mah Jongg — Mondays, June 7, 6:30 PM and June 21, 1:00 
PM, Zoom. Please join us as we explore the ancient Chinese tile 
game of winds, dragons, and number tiles. If you like Rummy-
style card games, you’ll love Mah Jongg! We’ll be meeting on 
the free website MyJongg.net, with a Zoom call allowing us to 
chat. All are welcome — no experience necessary! A National 
Mah Jongg League 2020 card is required to participate.

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers — Tuesday, June 8, 7:00 PM. 
DRBL is a monthly adult book discussion group. This month’s 
selection is On the Road by Jack Keroauc. New members are 
always welcome to drop in on any meeting, always the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  For more information on how 
to join in, contact Christine@cstaffa.com.

Youth Programs
Summer Reading Program Information: You’ve been waiting, 

and here it is! Visit our Summer Reading Program webpage to 
find out about all the cool stuff we have going on this summer: 
https://www.drml.org/srp2021. 

Outdoor Story Time — Tuesdays, 10:30 AM. Join Ms. Abbey 
on the back lawn of the library Tuesday mornings for stories 
and songs! This program is weather dependent. If it is a rainy 
morning we will not meet. If you are not sure if storytime is 
happening, check our Facebook page or call 802-899-4962. For 
the safety of all who attend, everyone must maintain six feet 
of social distance, and everyone over the age of 2 must wear a 
mask. Please bring a blanket or a towel for your family to sit on. 
Contact 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org for more 
information.

 Story Walk — Starting at the end of the sidewalk on the right 
side of the building and wrapping around the edge of the field. 
Look for a new story almost every month, or reread great stories 
on each visit.

Curbside Crafts — Pick up a Tails and Tales themed craft kit 
each Wednesday from the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library 
or the Jericho Town Library. Supplies are limited, so first come 
first served!

Summer Reading Bingo — Pick up a new BINGO sheet each 
month!

Visit DRML and JTL at the Jericho Farmers’ Market — 
Thursdays 3:00 -  6:00 PM.

Summer Reading Challenge: Readers of all ages across 
Vermont are invited to participate in the 2021 Vermont Summer 
Reading Challenge, available through August 31 at vermont.
beanstack.org! Read or listen to any book and track minutes 
using the Beanstack web or mobile app. You can help young 
children participate by tracking minutes when reading to or with 
them. Log minutes and complete activities to earn digital badges. 
Collect 10 badges to complete the challenge!

Drawing and Animation Club — Thursday, June 10, 4:00 PM, 
Zoom. [tween/teen] Come play drawing games and Skribbl.io 
one last time with all your friends, and learn about the amazing 
Animation Camp being offered this summer at the library! 
Contact 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org for a 
meeting link.

Raptor Road Trip with VINS — Saturday, June 19, 11:00 AM 
[all ages] Live in the backyard of DRML we will have a visit 
from VINS and a special raptor friend to hear about how these 
magnificent birds migrate. Masks and social distancing required. 
Rain location is the Mills Riverside Park Pavilion. Please call 
899-4962 to let us know you plan to attend so we can manage 
crowd sizes. Thank you!

Camp NaNoWriMo: Virtual Brainstorm — Monday, June 
21, 3:00 - 4:00 PM. [ages 8+] National Novel Writing Month 
(NaNoWriMo) is a worldwide challenge to start and finish a 
piece of writing during the month of July. In this workshop, teens 
grades 6 and up will play writing games, sign up for the program, 
and start to plan how they will start and finish a project in thirty-
one days. This program is hosted in collaboration with Fletcher 
Free Library and Deborah Rawson Memorial Library.

Maker Day: Button Machine — Thursday, June 24, 11:00 AM 
- 4:00 PM. [all ages] Sign up for a slot and come make pin back 
buttons, magnets, and keychains with our 1.25” button making 

machine! Create your own designs or punch out pictures from 
magazines. Let your inner maker shine! Call 899-4962 to reserve 
your spot.

Movie Night — Saturday, June 26, 9:00 PM. [all ages] Check 
our website for movie information. Weather dependent.

Skype A Scientist — Tuesday, June 29, 4:00 PM. [all ages] 
Hear from biologist Ryan Taylor about his work studying frog 
voices in Panama, and his personal work looking at shark group 
patterns off the coasts of North Carolina and Florida. Contact 
802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org for a meeting link.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Jericho Town Library is going to be at the Jericho Farmers’ 

Market every Thursday this summer, so stop by our booth for a 
free book, fun outdoor activities, and some other goodies you can 
take home with you. And if you’ve been meaning to get a library 
card, we can help you with that, too. Come say hello, get a book, 
and play some games!

The Homebound Access Service provides delivery services 
to anyone who is homebound (permanently or temporarily) and 
can’t come to the library to pick up their books in person. Patrons 
can request materials via phone, email, or a snail mail paper 
form. We’ll deliver orders between 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM on 
the first and third Wednesday of each month, and patrons can 
return books at that time as well. The community’s health is our 
priority: for everyone’s safety, deliveries will be contactless and 
outdoors. Please share widely to anyone you know who may 
be interested. All anyone needs is to be a Jericho resident; we 
can issue a library card if they don’t already have one. You can 
reach us or ask for a paper request form to be sent to someone at 
library@jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 802-899-4686. Read more 
at www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/homebound-access-service.
html.

Open by appointment, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Tuesday-Friday, 
and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday, and are still filling curbside 
pickup orders, so keep them coming! You can sign up for a 
30-minute browsing session, submit a curbside request, and 
read more about our COVID-19 policies here: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

We do a very brief health screening at the door, including 
a temperature check with a contactless thermometer and 
a question about if you have left the state in the past 14 days 
and followed state-mandated quarantine policies. Masks and 6’ 
social distancing procedures are still absolutely required. You 
can read our full reopening plan on our website: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html. If you are sick, 
please stay home. If a family member is sick, please stay home.

We look forward to having everyone back and happy reading 
— Gretchen Wright, Director, Jericho Town Library

Library hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website 
and the notice boards outside of the library for updates and 
more information on programs and library services: www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
The Library is open for in person browsing and curbside, 

Thursdays 11:30 - 6:00 PM; curbside only Fridays 10:00 AM – 
2:00 PM and Saturdays 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

The Varnum Memorial Library will be open this week for 
in person browsing and curbside. Our hours are: Tuesdays 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM; Wednesdays 1:30 - 6:00 PM; Thursdays 
11:30AM - 6:00 PM; Fridays 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM; Saturdays 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM.

We will be following state mandated COVID policies 
including wearing a mask and staying 6’ apart. We will allow 
up to 10 patrons in the library at a time. Our bathroom will 
be available for patrons only. If you would like to make an 
appointment to browse in advance, 20-minute appointments are 
available on the hour and on the half-hour. Please contact 644-
2117 or varnumrequests@gmail.

Please note the library has only one working computer at this 
time. If you would like to use a computer, please let us know in 
advance, if possible, and we will do our best to accommodate.

Special thanks to the Cambridge Area Rotary Club, who 
painted and stained our deck. Come by to view our beautiful 
new entrance in person this week, or on our Facebook online at 
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=39423929857975
66&id=594762357227329&__tn__=%2As%2As-R.

If you are interested in learning more about the library or 
volunteering on one of our committees, please request a Zoom 
link at varnumboardofdirectors@gmail.com. Please note we 
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send out links to meetings the day of.
Our Publicity and Programming Committees have a few new 

programs in the works as well. Join us Thursday to learn more 
about our plans for a Summer Reading Program, Open Mic 
Night, Saturday Story Hour, and a New Author Talk this summer.

We look forward to seeing you soon!
We now have faster internet at the library! We’ve boosted 

our speed nearly 10x. As always, we welcome members of our 
community to continue to utilize our WiFi for drive up hotspots.

If you haven’t checked us out on social media in a while, 
check in and get a preview of our new releases, hear about virtual 
events, links to book reviews and more. Follow us on Instagram 
@thevarnum and on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
thevarnum. You can also visit our website www.varnumlibrary.
org for our curbside hours and links to search our catalog at 
https://varnum.kohavt.org/. When you find your selections, 
please send a request to varnumrequests@gmail.com.

If you are having difficulty with your Libby/Overdrive login, 
your credentials are your library patron card number (beginning 
with 2C1400...) and your pin number is your last name, all 
lowercase.

Please let us know how we can assist you by emailing us at 
varnumrequests@gmail.com or calling us at 644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Bree on Books is back with a two part episode! Lots of new 

adult fiction and non-fiction books are available at the Westford 
Public Library: https://youtu.be/KC2ooLdtaJA and https://youtu.
be/1dMCbGKiYW0. Do you like these videos? Many of you have 
told me to continue them even after we open the library. Let me 
know what you think!

You can now visit the library (meaning come in and browse the 
shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.) Wednesdays 1:00 
– 7:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments 
needed. We are still doing curbside service on Thursdays 10:00 
AM – 12:00 PM and Fridays from 3:00 – 6:00 PM. Patrons of 
all ages are welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult.

Based on Governor Scott’s Vermont Forward plan for Group 
B establishments, the library board feels it is safe to open the 
library under Universal Guidance:

• masks, social distancing, and hand hygiene are required;
• the library will allow patrons inside at 50% capacity;
• high touch surfaces will be cleaned regularly.
We also ask that patrons limit visits to 30 minutes unless using 

the computers or internet.
Our first outdoor, in-person storytime on Thursday was 

great fun! Storytimes will now be outside on the Common on 
Thursdays at 11:30 AM, unless the weather is bad. It was SO 
nice to see all those kids! (and the adults were pretty great too!)

We are in phase 5 of our reopening plan. See our website for 
more details. We will monitor and re-evaluate our opening plans 
monthly based on state and local health data.

The library is doing a lot of virtual programming, available 
on YouTube. Search YouTube for “Westford Librarian” and 
subscribe to see all virtual story times and the popular “Bree on 
Books” series. Virtual Early Literacy Story Time is fun for all 
ages and is posted every Thursday on YouTube, FPF, Facebook, 
and the website. Curbside Craft Kits available weekly, as a 
curbside order (see above).

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month, 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on the third 
Saturday, 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased openings, they need 
more inventory! The Westford Public Library has food collection 
bins at all curbside pickups from now on. These bins are for non-
perishable food and household items.

Like us on Facebook. Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Because of COVID-19, all of our programs are virtual. Please 

sign up at least one week before the program date!
All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 

contact 802-849-2420 or libraryprograms@fwsu.org.
Library Curbside Pickup Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:00 

– 7:00 PM. In-person visits in the library are during Tuesday 
Curbside Pickup times and appointments can be set up over the 
phone or by email.

The Summer Reading Program begins on Saturday, June 26 
and runs through August! This summer, we are thrilled to be 

offering a Summer Reading Program with an animal theme called 
Tails and Tales. We are happy to be planning several fun outside 
programs including a special program kick-off show! Participants 
can track their reading time for drawings for lots of great prizes!  
Register online at https://forms.gle/bxr5Y51qebw1FmiG6 and 
stop in the library for a book log. Children record how much time 
they read and get small prizes throughout the summer as well 
as entries for our grand prize drawing at the end of the summer.

Youth Events
Thursday-Friday, June 10-11, 4:00 PM: Animal Origami. 

Learn how to make some simple animal origami! Pick up your 
materials at the library on Thursday between 3:00 - 7:00 PM, and 
watch the Facebook livestream on Friday at 4:00 PM. The video 
will remain available afterwards, so don’t worry if you miss it! 
Ages 6+ Please register!

Thursday-Friday, June 17-18, 4:00 PM: Salt Dough Snakes. 
Make your own salt dough and make some snakes! (Or any other 
creature of your choosing!) Pick up your materials at the library 
on Thursday between 3:00 - 7:00 PM, and watch the Facebook 
livestream on Friday at 4:00 PM. The video will remain available 
afterwards, so don’t worry if you miss it! Ages 6+ Please register!

Tuesday, June 29, 10:30 - 11:15 AM: Preschool Story 
Time, theme: Animal Stories. Join us for stories and songs! 
We will meet outside on the middle school lawn. Please bring 
a blanket or something to sit on, and don’t forget to wear your 
masks and keep social distancing guidelines in mind! Children’s 
books will be available to check out as well. Before you leave, 
pick up an activity to make at home!

Saturday, June 26, 12:00 PM: Summer Reading Kickoff 
with 802 Reptiles! Kevin Clarkson, Owner/Operator of 802 
Reptiles, will be here for a one-hour reptile educational program. 
On hand will be various friendly reptiles from all over the 
world. Afterwards, there will be a Q&A with the audience as well 
as time for all to pet and even take pictures with these beautiful 
animals. This event will be hosted outdoors on the middle school 
lawn. See you there! Please wear your masks and keep social 
distancing guidelines in mind!

Through June 30, Wednesdays at 4:00 PM and and Saturdays 
at 9:00 AM: Kids Yoga with Jessica Turner. Sign up for the 
full course, or pick and choose the classes you want to attend! 
Wednesday classes will be hosted outside (weather permitting) 
with Zoom as a rain day option. To sign up, or for more 
information, go online to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kids-
yoga-classes-with-jessica-turner-tickets-141741664133.

Adult Events
Saturday, June 26, 1:00 PM: Virtual Knitting Club. Relax and 

chat while working on your latest knitting or crochet project! If 
you would like some basic knitting materials, let us know and 
they will be provided at curbside pickup on Thursday, 3:00 - 7:00 
PM. Join the Zoom meeting on Saturday! Please register with 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com to receive the zoom link!

Thursday-Friday, June 3-4, 7:00 PM: Mug Rug Woven 
Coasters. Learn some weaving basics and make a cute coaster for 
all your cool summer drinks. Pick up your materials at the library 
on Thursday between 3:00 - 7:00 PM, and watch the Facebook 
livestream on Friday at 4:00 PM. The video will remain available 
afterwards, so don’t worry if you miss it! Ages 6+ Please register!

Thursday, June 24, 6:30 - 8:00 PM: Virtual Book Club. The 
Library Book Club will meet, weather permitting, outside 
at the library. Book club book will be announced soon! To 
request a copy of the book for curbside pickup, please contact 
fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com or 849-2420. All are welcome.

For up-to-date information about programs, visit our 
website: www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link 
to the interactive Google calendar.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Youth Summer Reading Program It’s going to be great! Like 

last year, we’ll be set up downstairs just inside the door and there 
will be reading records, stickers, “charms,” guessing jars, prizes, 
and more. Instructions, self-serve activities, and information 
about in-person programs and activities  await you in the library 
foyer. Please visit as often as you can this summer.

Here is how the Summer Reading Program will work this 
year: Visit the library foyer to pick up your Summer Reading 
Record. Upon your visit you will find clear instructions for self-
serve registration. You will be invited to take a charm necklace or 
keychain and your first charm. You may request library books by 
putting them on hold through your RFL account (rfl.kohavt.org), 
by emailing or calling (rfl@gmavt.net/434-3036) or by filling out 
a “Book Bundle” request slip (available in the library foyer) and 
leaving it in the box provided. When books are ready for pickup 
they will be placed in the foyer book bin corresponding to your 
last name, and you will be notified. As you read books (and they 
don’t need to be library books), add their titles to your reading 
record and bring this with you when you next come to the Library. 
Come back each week to add stickers to your Summer Reading 
Record, to get the week’s charm for your necklace or keychain, 
and of course to pick up new books. Check the library’s website 
regularly to learn about any updated policies regarding library 
hours and protocols.

Concert & Picnic with the Swing Peepers: Bring a blanket 
or chairs to sit on and bring your own picnic lunch to enjoy 
while we usher in the first day of summer and celebrate Make 
Music Day with the Swing Peepers in full throttle. Described 
as  “Vermont-made music and storytelling for kids and families, 
we’re certain that kids of all ages will delight in these homegrown 
entertainers.” No registration is required to attend this awesome 
event on the library lawn on Monday, June 21, 12:30 PM.

Outdoor Storytime: We will gather on the library lawn behind 
the building and observe whatever current safety protocols are 
being recommended. Families should bring their own blanket or 
chairs and are welcome to bring snacks and/or a picnic lunch. No 
registration is necessary. Storytime includes books with big, bold 
pictures, rhymes, songs, and the opportunity to pick out some 
picture books to take home. Join us on Mondays at 11:00 AM 
during the months of June and July (no Storytime on July 5).

Youth Open Air Arts & Crafts: Join library staff for some fun 
crafting in the backyard this summer. We will be using natural 
and recycled materials as well as other craft supplies to create 
one-of-a-kind masterpieces. A full schedule of programs appears 
on our website under the youth services tab. Please call ahead to 

reserve your spot each week as supplies are limited and will go 
first to those who register. rflgmavt.net/434-3036.

Science Under the Sun: This summer we will be offering 
four different science programs for youth aged 3-13. Topics 
will include worms, birds, the color wheel, and bats, and will 
include stories, experiments, and hands-on learning. Check out 
our website for dates and times and for more information about 
each program. Please call ahead to reserve your spot.

A StoryWalk® is an outdoor reading experience that reveals 
a story page by page as the reader follows the StoryWalk route. 
There will be a new StoryWalk set up around the library grounds 
each month this summer. For the month of June come enjoy a 
story with the happiest of endings, Sam Who Never Forgets by 
Eve Rice.

VOX Audio/Picture Books for Young Children: Thanks to a 
generous donation we were recently able to expand our collection 
of VOX Books, slim audio devices that live in beautiful full-
size picture books. The permanently attached VOX Reader 
transforms an ordinary picture book into an all-in-one read-along 
with no need for computers, tablets, or CDs. Children simply 
push a button to listen and read. From what we have seen and 
heard so far, kids love them. Request one today for your favorite 
little person.

Playaways: For older children we have a large collection of 
audio devices called Playaways. Full, unabridged Juvenile and 
Young Adult titles come packaged in these tiny little devices that 
are perfect for long car rides.

Curbside Hours have been extended: new hours are Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
Wednesdays 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM, and Saturdays 10:00 AM - 
2:00 PM.

Bookchat: Join us for the next Discover Between the Covers 
Bookchat with librarians Stacey Symanowicz and Rebecca 
Mueller on Wednesday, June 16, at 1:30 PM, on Zoom. Meeting 
ID: 847 5233 7630 Passcode: 009642; or by phone at +1 929 205 
6099 US (New York). Find prior bookchat lists and full links at 
https://richmondfreelibraryvt.org/collections/book-chats.

Online content. Visit the Library’s web page and check out 
the Online Services. Download a book from Overdrive, learn a 
new language with Rocket Languages, pursue a new career with 
Learning Express, explore a new hobby or learn a new skill with 
Universal Class. All free with your library card!

The Library will open to in-person browsing on an appointment 
basis on June 14.  Appointments will be every 30 minutes. Call 
or email.  Please continue to wear masks within the Library.  

Electric vehicle charging is available at the Library/Town 
Center Municipal Parking Lot. Anyone with an electric vehicle 
(EV) can take advantage of the Town’s new ChargePoint Charging 
Station, providing level-2 charging for up to two vehicles. Energy 
is provided “at cost,” and is equivalent to paying about $1.50/
gallon for a gas vehicle. Users can check if the chargers are in use 
on chargepoint.com or your favorite EV app.

Contact us at 434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or rfl@
gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
As part of our next phase in the library reopening, the library 

will send overdue notices on a regular schedule again. It has 
been several months since we contacted patrons about overdue 
materials through email and the postal service; this is another step 
toward normal library procedures. Please consider these notices 
as reminders to return any overdue materials to the library. Books 
and other items can be dropped off in the outside book return bin, 
or on the return cart at the curbside pickup table on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays between 3:00 – 7:00 PM. Also, if you would like to 
set up an appointment to come to the library for a 20-minute in-
person visit, feel free to bring your returns with you! If you have 
any questions about this, don’t hesitate to contact the library.

All programs are still virtual. Keep an eye on our Facebook 
page and website for any updates. All events are free unless noted. 
Pre-registration required; please sign up at least one week before 
the program date. Contact 802-849-2420 or libraryprograms@
fwsu.org.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website: www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:00 – 7:00 PM.
Fairfax Community Library, 75 Hunt St., Fairfax, VT 

05454; www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or email 
libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Our program offerings or changes are on our program calendar 

at https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.
The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM 

– 6:00 PM.
Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.

org/ by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received by 5:00 
PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in requests 
received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day pick-up. 
We will call you when your request is ready.

Our book drop is open for returns. Because we are still 
encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all materials will be 
checked out to you for three weeks.

Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 878-6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
The Essex Free Library offers curbside pickup, Monday-

Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM. For more curbside details, please 
visit https://www.essexvt.org/753/Curbside-Services.

We are accepting book returns in the book drop only. Please do 
not return books inside the vestibule.

While the building is closed, our online resources and services 
are always open. All you need is your library card. Don’t have 
a library card? Request a virtual library e-card today to access 
our ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

Libraries continued from page 7
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ARTS / MUSIC / THEATER

Send your news to the 
Mountain Gazette 

at mtngazette@gmavt.net

Spruce Peak Arts Gallery unveils its Summer 2021 exhibition 
Exploring Earth, the third exhibition in their environmental art 
series, following Exploring Air in 2018 and Exploring Water in 
2019. Exploring Earth reflects on the intersection of spirituality 
and art, celebrating earth magic, spirits in nature, animals, plants, 
and transcendence. The group exhibition features work by artists 
Isaias Crow, Jennifer Herrera Condry, Will Kasso Condry, Harlan 
Mack, and Amy Hook-Therrien.

MMU Senior 
Theatre 

presents 
The Actor’s 
Nightmare

What’s an actor’s worst 
nightmare? You find 
yourself on stage in a 
strange theatre, you don’t 
know your lines, or even 
what play you’re doing… 
and you’ve got no pants 
on! All of that and more 
happens to George Spelvin, 
played by Ivy Buck. Also in 
the production are seniors 
Colton Wheeler playing 
diva Sarah Siddons, Alcott 
Lewis as Dame Ellen Terry, 
and Logan Mohn as the 
stage manager. The Mount 
Mansfield Union High 
School Theatre Department 
Senior Theatre Production 
this year will be The Actor’s 
Nightmare by Christopher 
Durang — the first live 
performance in a long time. 

This group of artists have been collaborating in the Spruce 
Peak Arts virtual panel discussion series Being a BIPOC Artist 
in Vermont. “The work on exhibit examines our connection to 
Mother Earth, reaching into our spirit as artists, and rituals that 
feed creative practice,” states Curator Kelly Holt. Exploring 
Earth highlights and honors BIPOC artists, telling stories as they 
relate to the land as a contemplative space, plant life, spirituality, 
healing, creatures and our global community through painting, 
drawing, mixed media and video installation.

In lieu of an opening reception, there will be two panel events 
continuing the Being a BIPOC Artist in Vermont series:

• A virtual discussion: The Intersection of Art and Spirituality 
on Wednesday, June 23 at 7:00 PM. To register, go online to 
https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/events/being-a-bipoc-artist-in-
vermont-part-2/.

• An in-persona and livestreamed conversation on The 
Importance of Collecting Art in Celebration of Culture (to be 
scheduled in August).

The Actor’s Nightmare is a one-act play and will be performed 
in the Mills Riverside Park Pavilion in Jericho on Friday, June 
4, 7:00 PM; Saturday, June 5, 4:30 and 7:00 PM, and Sunday, 
June 6, 2:00 PM. The show is appropriate for the whole family. 

Tickets on sale in the park (cash or check only) are $7 general 
admission; $5 each students and children. Please bring a 
blanket or chair for seating.  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Summer exhibition 
at Spruce Peak Arts

Spruce Peak Arts Gallery unveils its Summer 2021 exhibition 
Exploring Earth, the third exhibition in their environmental art 
series, following Exploring Air in 2018 and Exploring Water in 
2019. Exploring Earth reflects on the intersection of spirituality 
and art, celebrating earth magic, spirits in nature, animals, plants, 
and transcendence. The group exhibition features work by artists 
Isaias Crow, Jennifer Herrera Condry, Will Kasso Condry, Harlan 
Mack, and Amy Hook-Therrien.

This group of artists have been collaborating in the Spruce 
Peak Arts virtual panel discussion series Being a BIPOC Artist 
in Vermont. “The work on exhibit examines our connection to 
Mother Earth, reaching into our spirit as artists, and rituals that 
feed creative practice,” states Curator Kelly Holt. Exploring 
Earth highlights and honors BIPOC artists, telling stories as they 
relate to the land as a contemplative space, plant life, spirituality, 
healing, creatures and our global community through painting, 
drawing, mixed media and video installation.

In lieu of an opening reception, there will be two panel events 
continuing the Being a BIPOC Artist in Vermont series:

• A virtual discussion: The Intersection of Art and Spirituality 
on Wednesday, June 23 at 7:00 PM. To register, go online to 
https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/events/being-a-bipoc-artist-in-
vermont-part-2/.

• An in-persona and livestreamed conversation on The 
Importance of Collecting Art in Celebration of Culture (to be 
scheduled in August).

Westford Summer 
Concerts series 2021

Westford Summer Concerts series has a great season coming 
up. All shows are scheduled for July and August and are all on 
Sunday evenings starting from 7:00 – 8:00 PM for the main 
musical performance. We have also been able to confirm that 
food trucks will also be setting up starting at 6:00 PM so your 
evening can be extended to include dinner on the Common as 
well. So come early, stay late, and bring the family for a real 
summertime outdoorsy treat.

We were extremely lucky last year in that we did not get any 
rain cancellations. In a usual year, if rain seems pending we 
would just move the show inside the Red Brick Meeting House; 
however, covid restrictions have made that option unavailable, 
and we have to assume that the same conditions may apply this 
season as well.

With that in mind, two rain dates have been built into the 
schedule. If a headline band gets rained out, they will perform at 
one of the remaining rain dates. If the rain dates do not need to be 
exercised for the headliners, then local fill-in bands are willing to 
take those dates at short notice, but we don’t know who that will 
be ahead of time. So we will have concerts every Sunday night 
in July and August (except July 4) unless it rains on a Sunday 
evening.

Like last year, we are asking all participants to adhere to covid 
protocols that are in effect for each date. We would assume that 
would entail social distancing practices for all attendees who are 
not from the same household, and wearing of masks whenever 
not able to maintain proper social distances from others. BYO 
chairs, blankets, picnic baskets, beverages, etc. for those not 
purchasing from vendors.

We ask everyone to clean up any trash and use the standard 
hiker’s policy of “carry in, carry out.” There are two sets of trash 
cans and recycle barrels at the Common, so please seek them 
out and use them. No cars should be parked on the Common 
directly, but cars can be parked on the side of the roads that ring 
the Common, preferably on the south side dirt road, or use the 
designated parking areas at east and west ends of the Common. 
Please be courteous and leave spaces available at the west end 
area so that patrons of the Westford Country Store who are not 
attending the concert can get in and out for store purchases.

So with that overview, the following dates and bands have 
been lined up: 

July 11 – Christine Malcolm & the Dirty Blonde String Band
July 18 – Blues For Breakfast
July 25 – Red Hot Juba
August 1 – RAIN DATE
August 8 – Mr. Chris and Friends
August 15 – Vermont Bluegrass Pioneers 
August 22 – Erin Harpe Country Blues Duo 
August 29 – RAIN DATE
Every one of the listed bands will put on a stellar show!

Hear MMU Madrigal singers 
on YouTube

MMU Madrigal Singers perform True Colors arranged by 
Tim Brent in this YouTube video of their virtual choir. We hope 
you enjoy it and share it with others! Here is the YouTube link 
to copy and paste into your browser: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_CV1g7bPesA.

Artwork by Tony Shull 
at Sequoia Salon

The Sequoia Salon (38 Kilburn St., Burlington) is mounting 
an exhibit featuring the works of local artist Tony Shull, running 
through Friday, June 25. A project put together by several 
close friends of the artist, this retrospective highlights Shull’s 
whimsical, and often provocative, sense of humor as well as his 
iconic commentaries on our society and “the human condition.” 
Burlington photographer Carolyn Bates has spent the past several 
months collecting images of murals around town for a book she 
is preparing. In the course of researching her book, she became 
especially intrigued by Shull’s body of work found on the outsides 
of building all over town, but also collected inside various 
businesses and at the homes of his many friends. In collaboration 
between Bates and a group of those friends, the exhibit now being 
held at Sequoia Salon was “hatched,” including a collection of 
some of Shull’s original paintings, along with photographs of 
iconic murals, sculptures, and playful “toys” that are a specialty 
of the artist. Prints of about 40 pieces of artwork are available to 
buy, as are printed sets of cards featuring Shull’s images. Shull is 
a long-time resident of Vermont, having moved to Vermont and 
the Burlington area with his family when he was a child. He is a 
self-taught artist, musician, and inveterate tinkerer, and is always 
busy creating something out of whatever is at hand, according to 
his friends. The exhibit at Sequoia Salon is open to the public by 
appointment; call 802-540-8333, Monday-Saturday, to arrange a 
viewing. All proceeds from the sale of prints and cards will go to 
the Shull family for use in a future scholarship in Tony’s name.

MMU Senior Theatre presents 
The Actor’s Nightmare

At the end of each school year, the seniors of the Mount 
Mansfield Union High School Theatre Department put on a 
Senior Theatre Production. Last year a show was not possible, 
due to the pandemic. But this year, the seniors will be presenting 
The Actor’s Nightmare by Christopher Durang. The theatre 
department, which has been creating virtual performances all 
school year, is thrilled to be doing its first LIVE performance in 
a long time.  

The Actor’s Nightmare is a play in one act and will be 
performed in the Mills Riverside Park Pavillion in Jericho on 
Friday, June 4, 7:00 PM; Saturday, June 5, 4:30 and 7:00 PM, 
and Sunday, June 6, 2:00 PM. The show is appropriate for the 
whole family.

Tickets will be on sale in the park (cash or check only please) 
for $7, general admission; $5 each students and children. Please 
bring a blanket or chair for seating.

If you’re looking for some lighthearted fun, and some outdoors 
entertainment, please come out to support the MMU Theatre 
Department.

VT International Film Festival 
runs through June 2021

The Vermont International Film Festival has partnered with the 
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival to present Split/Screen, 
an eight-month curatorial collaboration. Running through June 
2021, the festivals will co-present a monthly series of films 
online. Learn more about Split/Screen at https://vtiff.org/vtiff-
now/split-screen/.

Art / Music / Theater continued on page 10
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INVITATION TO BID
MILLS RIVERSIDE PARK COVERED BRIDGE 

– RECONSTRUCTION PHASE 1
The purpose of this project is to improve the overall 

condition of the deteriorating 54-year-old covered bridge which 
spans the Browns River in Jericho, Vermont.

The bridge is the main entrance to Mills Riverside Park. 
The project will be performed in multiple phases. Plans for 
Phase 1 are underway and involve the removal of the bridge 
superstructure – walls, trusses, roof and the installation of safety 
handrails in accordance with designs provided  by Engineering 
Ventures, P.C., of Burlington, Vermont. 

Phase 1 construction is planned to begin October 4, 2021.
The Jericho Underhill Park District invites the submission of 

project proposals for phase 1 of the project.
The complete requirements for preparing a response to 

this RFP are available from the park’s website: https://www.
millsriversidepark.org/bridge/project-bid-documents

Sealed proposals must be received by mail on or before July 8, 
2021 (4:00 pm).  

Vermont receives NEA 
American Rescue Plan funds

The National Endowment for the Arts is recommending an 
award of $747,400 to the Vermont Arts Council in the NEA’s 
first distribution of funds from the American Rescue Plan (ARP).

“The release of these American Rescue Plan funds marks 
an important step in the economic recovery of the creative 
sector,” said NEA Acting Chair Ann Eilers. “The knowledge of 
the Vermont Arts Council about the arts and culture landscape 
in Vermont makes it an ideal steward of federal dollars. The 
Arts Endowment is grateful for the continued leadership of the 
Vermont Arts Council as the arts sector rebuilds in a way that 
works better for all arts organizations.”

Vermont Arts Council staff will review NEA guidance in 
the coming weeks to determine how best to use these funds to 
address critical needs in the field.

To learn more about these funds, go online to https://
myemail.constantcontact.com/PRESS-RELEASE--American-
Rescue-Plan-Funding-for-Vermont-Arts-Council-via-NEA.
html?soid=1100805693963&aid=hQhNawQYwj0.

The NEA has also announced its second round of FY21 
grants, awarding over $88 million to organizations around the 
country and $1,102,740 in total to 14 Vermont arts organizations: 
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/May2021-State-Grants-
List-5.12.pdf#page147.

Creative Aging training
for teaching artists

We are seeking teaching artists to participate in multi-day 
training as part of Vermont’s Creative Aging Initiative. The 
initiative seeks to build relationships across the state to provide 
older adults with creative opportunities, especially those who 
are homebound. It has developed from a partnership between 
the Vermont Arts Council and the Central Vermont Council on 
Aging.

The training will take place Monday-Wednesday, July 19-21 
from 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM, and will be provided by Lifetime 
Arts, the national leader in creative aging programs and services. 
Trainers will highlight current research, ideas for developing 
skill-based instruction for older adults, the importance of social 
engagement activities, and more.

This training is limited to 15 teaching artists. Those selected 
to participate will receive a $300 honorarium and will have 
the opportunity to submit proposals for further developing 
curriculum as part of the initiative.

Contact Troy Hickman, thickman@vermontartscouncil.org for 
application or to answer any questions, or apply online at https://r20.
rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HZNL-1AH85ewOvBQAZZsmIG6UJAYlD
wZL3vw4Lu-MMMihG-2QgLYIvLXzQ9utMrx5m7NpSGqPC_
zI6gqPdkhsfuEzgJ6T7Qhlm-ftwbGt6DWaeYMu4xcAnfedD2-E5
y9jjnH9ubo9YSrr57ccpqoNRueAAbiIFvBQTVkcftMI8X8Dwkw_
Dqyus0VRwZB4nc5-wvEJkF6FGU6XSJEve8JNlbPxxApC_jj3
maqjY2_1ueAto3siV3IQ5UfMG8wvft4&c=MPo7vGkXh6ARM
JqFKbYhDvDX7NmYpDcgkcl9bJzeNOnuoM2MmIMDuw==&
ch=EzhS--mO9of26SayQTcktcpaewt4A1MWLJwilBLg80D4X3
ClqloDbw==

LEGAL NOTICE

Art / Music / Theater continued from page 9

Fundraiser: stop Line 3 
and support VT Abenaki
To the Editor,

In less than a week I will be heading out to help stop Line 
3. Read more here https://www.stopline3.org/, but in short Line 
3 is a tar sands oil pipeline that is being constructed through 
Indigeneous people’s land in Minnesota. It carries a particularly 
nasty kind of oil that we don’t need anymore and it will eventually 
leak, just as so many of Enbridge’s oil pipelines have leaked over 
the years. It is slated to cross the Mississippi, where it threatens to 
contaminate water that millions of people rely on. Furthermore, 
constructing an oil pipeline at this time is the exact opposite of 
what is needed to get the climate emergency under control.

My friend and I are raising money to support the resistance 
effort to Line 3 and we’re also raising money to support the 
Abenaki Food Sovereignty program of the Nulhegan Abenaki 
Tribe. We want to ensure we are supporting local Indigeneous 
people with our work while also bringing resources to an 
Indigeneous-led fight against climate destruction, corporate 
power, and modern day colonialism.

I hope you’ll consider offering what you are able to this 
fundraiser. I know many of you give money regularly and 
generously to a variety of causes and this one feels particularly 
important to me as we become increasingly aware that business 
as usual in our country is leading to declines in the quality of life 
for everyone, except for the wealthy elite.

You can mail a check to me, William Dunkley, 192 Park St. 
Apartment #2, Burlington, VT 05401 or send me money through 
Venmo @william-dunkley (last four digits of my phone number 
are 7112 if they require a confirmation). All funds will be split 
between the Line 3 Resistance and the Nulhegan Abenaki Tribe.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for 
your support!

William Dunkley’ Underhill

UHS thanks Johnson, 
Tower for volunteer efforts
To the Editor,

Two people have recently retired from service on the board of 
the Underhill Historical Society. Joey Johnson was the faithful 
Secretary, following up with thorough minutes from each of our 
meetings. Scott Tower served many years as President, working 
on all aspects of the group — e.g., programming, creation of story 
boards, Civil War history, renovation of the old schoolhouse.

Thanks to both of you for all you have given the town.
New board officers are: President Roger Frey, Vice President 

Susan Thomas, Secretary Judy Boardman, Treasurer Carolyn 
Leighton, and Archivist Connie Gallagher.

Jean Archibald, Underhill Center

Fisher activity 
in Jeffersonville village
To the Editor,

I have seen a fisher move through my yard and then head 
toward Maple Street several times. Once in the early evening, 
which I find strange considering the activity level at the Burger 
Barn. Early this morning (May 22) between 4:00 - 5:00 AM, the 
fisher paced in my yard screaming for a good 15-20 minutes.

Please keep your cats and small dogs in at night!
Kyle Polhemus, Jeffersonville

Flowers in the Villages
To the Editor,

It takes a village to decorate a village!
The flowers are out thanks to a faithful group of volunteers 

that makes this possible year after year: Peter Ingvoldstad, Tom 
LaChance, Tom and Nancy Lepsic, Kelly Humphrey, Shari 
Gilbert, Suzanne Masson, Jochen Obert, and Joe, Anne, and Jay 
Tisbert of Valley Dream Farm.

Thank you to the Town of Cambridge and Village Trustees 
for supporting this project, to the village residents who weed 
whack around the pots that sit in front of their property, Kaylee 
White who will be weed whacking around the remaining pots 
and signs this summer, and monetary donations from GW Tatro 
Inc., George and Nancy Putnam, and Tim and Kelly Humphrey.

If Mother Nature cooperates there should be a beautiful 
showing of lime green and different shades of blues and purples.

Happy Summer!
Karen Obert, Jeffersonville

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Christopher Perry Arnold of Underhill, VT has received 
a master of science with great distinction in engineering 
management from Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY.

Asa Carlson of Jericho, VT has been named to the winter 2021 
Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester, 
NH.

Natalie Codding of Underhill, VT has been named to the 
spring 2021 Dean’s List at Nazareth College, Rochester, NY. 
Codding is studying Nursing.

Althea Devereux of Jericho, VT graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a bachelor of science degree in Nursing on Saturday-
Sunday, May 22-23, 2021 from the University of New Hampshire, 
Durham, NH.

Molly Finn of Jericho, VT graduated Magna Cum Laude 
with a bachelor of science degree in Business Administration: 
Marketing on Saturday-Sunday, May 22-23, 2021 from the 
University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.

Mason Hill of Jericho, VT received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA on Friday, May 
21, 2021.

Jennifer Lacy of Jericho, VT has been named to the winter 
2021 President’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH.

Rylee Ann LeBourveau of Jericho, VT has received a 
bachelor of science with great distinction in innovation and 
entrepreneurship, project management minor from Clarkson 
University, Potsdam, NY.

Cassandra Martel of Cambridge, VT has been named to 
the winter 2021 President’s List at Southern New Hampshire 
University, Manchester, NH.

Michael O’Connor of Underhill, VT graduated with a Master 
of Arts degree in Music: Music Conducting on Saturday-Sunday, 
May 22-23, 2021 from the University of New Hampshire, 
Durham, NH.

Chris Pendris of Jeffersonville, VT received a bachelor of 
science in engineering and management, project management 
minor, on December 31, 2020, from Clarkson University, 
Potsdam, NY.

Rachel Schwartz of Waterbury, VT, is set to graduate magna 
cum laude from SUNY Potsdam, Potsdam, NY with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Music. The State University of New York at 
Potsdam will recognize Rachel at Commencement, on Saturday, 
May 22. 

Jordan Sinanskas of Underhill, VT has been named to the 
winter 2021 Dean’s List at Southern New Hampshire University, 
Manchester, NH.

COLLEGE HONORS AND GRADUATES

Torschlusspanik
By Kimberly Madura

let me back into the chambers of your mind

whispers in the heat

love and hate
passion and silence

when you think of me
what do you remember?

when you have said so much
what else is there to say?

will there ever be enough time?
if I asked you to would you say no
if you asked me to would I say yes

 to figure you out
is the definition of understanding

to embrace is the opposite of to push away
choose

 
aguantado y aguantando

I try to wait
time will tell

Night
By Kimberly Madura

On that night
Against the backdrop
of a star-lit dazzling

ink blue sky
 

Gazing into the
consuming effulgence

of your evocative caramel eyes
 

On that night
this

is how I remember love.

POETRY CORNER

ADVERTISE 
IN OUR 2021 
GRADUATION 

SECTION IN THE 
JUNE 17 PAPER

to the 
Mountain 
Gazette 

at
mtngazette@gmavt.net
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MMU graduation 
flowers and balloons

MMU Graduation is less than a month away! Let us take one 
thing off your To-Do list!

Each year, the MMU L.E.A.D. Club sells bouquets of flowers 
at graduation. This year we are adding in a balloon option! 

If you are interested in purchasing a bouquet of flowers or 
balloons for your senior, please pre-order it by clicking on (or 
copying/pasting) the link below. Your items will be reserved, and 
you can pay for and pick them up on graduation morning right at 
MMU — one less thing to think about leading up to graduation! 
The cost is $20, in cash or check (payable to MMU). Orders will 
be accepted through Wednesday, June 9.

Please contact Sandy Alexander or Katie Parker with any 
questions: 899-4690,  Sandy.Alexander@cesuvt.org / Katie.
Parker@cesuvt.org.

Order form online at: https://docs.
g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s / d / e / 1 F A I p Q L S e a y e _
xBV3vmBCTKfVYUDBI7eL6StX5P7eMdaO4oDWXTH1mXQ/
viewform 

MMUHS Concert Choir 
in virtual performance

Hear the Concert Choir of Mount Mansfield Union High 
School (Jericho) perform Lowlands, a beautiful ballad of long 
voyages and lost love. Although students had to rehearse and 
perform separately, they have developed a wonderful supportive 
community around singing together — apart!

Go online to https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=t0DH7A0oV04 in your browser. Sometimes the search 
engine complains that “there aren’t many good matches” but if 
you scroll down, you will see the video.

Cambridge Food Shelf kids’ 
summer lunch program

The Cambridge Food Shelf is once again sponsoring a summer 
lunch program for school children. If you are a family that can 
use a little help with summer lunches, or if you know of someone 
who can, please contact either Gail Chase or Cheryl Grundun, by 
calling the Food Shelf, 644-8911, as soon as possible.

Leave your name and phone number and we will get in 
touch with you. We are in the process of planning the food and 
quantities we need, so please call soon.

MMUUSD Summer Food Service 
2021 begins June 16

By Renee Langevin, 
Communications Coordinator, MMUUSD

We are happy to announce that we will be handing out weekly 
meal kits for all children 18 and under during summer break. We 
require you to sign up in advance for the first week, and then 
each week you will be responsible to communicate with the site 
where you pick up your food to let them know if you want food 
following the week.

Please know that if your child goes to a camp that provides 
meals, the number of days they attend determines how many 
days extra meals they are eligible for. If for example, they go to 
camp four days a week then they are also eligible for three days 
of breakfast/lunch meal kits on the weeks they go to camp. If 
they do not go to camp, or the weeks they don’t, they may get 
seven-day breakfast/lunch kits. We are offering two-, three-, and 
seven-day kits based on your student summer school model. We 
will have a meal pick-up every Wednesday starting June 16.

Our pick up sites are: 
Brewster Pierce Memorial School, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 

Alison Forrest, Manager contact at alison.forrest@mmuusd.org 
Browns River Middle School, 8:30 - 10:30 AM, Billi Whitehill, 

Manager contact at billi.whitehill@mmuusd.org 
Jericho Elementary School, 8:30 - 10:30 AM, Julie Riddell, 

Manager contact at julie.riddell@mmuusd.org 
Richmond Elementary School, 9:00 - 11:00 AM, Danielle 

O’Leary, Manager contact at danielle.oleary@mmuusd.org 
To sign up go to http://bit.do/Summer2021Food.

An explanation of equity 
in the EWSD

ESWD Leadership Team
In the book Building Equity Policies and Practices to Empower 

All Learners, the authors ask the reader:
Imagine a school in which…
• The student body truly represents the diversity of human 

experience and each member is being prepared to interact, 
survive, and thrive as 21st century learners and world citizens. 

• The culture, educational program, and support services 
are informed by and sensitive to the student body’s social and 
emotional needs such that each student is fully present and 
engaged in learning. 

• The kind of opportunity roadblocks that cause the “haves” to 
receive more of what education has to offer and the “have-nots” 
to receive less have been identified and eliminated, and all doors 
are open to opportunities to engage each student in challenging 
learning experiences. 

• Instructional excellence is the norm, and each member of the 
instructional team is not just committed to professional mastery 
but also supported in a way that allows for its development and 
demonstration. 

• The student body is motivated and supported to discover 
their passions and advance toward positive personal, familial, 
social, civil, and vocational goals and opportunities. (Smith, 
2017, p. 2-3)

The vision of the Essex Westford School District (ESWD) is 
deeply rooted in how the authors have us imagine a school. In 
the EWSD, we want each and every student to grow and thrive. 
Some students are not growing and thriving as we would want 
them to. When we look at our data, we see that there are barriers 
for some students in reaching their goals; we can predict which 
students have more barriers based on certain characteristics. For 
example, we can see that many students who are eligible for 

special education, live with financial challenges, are Black, or 
do not speak English, and more, are not reaching their goals yet.

Because we see this in our data, as educators we must act 
to reduce barriers so the vision of the EWSD can be open to 
everyone.

Equity is not a specific curriculum. Equity is not a specific 
purchase in the budget. Equity is not only one person’s job. 
Equity can not be described in a checklist.

Equity touches all of our educational offerings, operations, 
and facilities. Equity is the foundation of our vision. Equity is 
an outcome.

In the EWSD, educational equity means that every child 
receives whatever they need to develop their full academic and 
social potential and to thrive every day. If our system is equitable, 
we would see all children reaching their goals and succeeding.

Equity is the foundation of our Continuous Improvement Plan 
(CIP). The VT Agency of Education requires Vermont public 
schools to have a continuous improvement plan, which is built 
on the belief that all education systems can improve. As a district, 
we seek to understand which of our practices are contributing to 
all children succeeding and which practices are creating barriers.

Barriers to equity include a lack of a sense of belonging, 
stereotyping based on characteristics, limiting access to 
high-level classes, harm from racism, harm from gender 
discrimination, antisemitism, disability discrimination, a lack of 
access to adults who are like you to view as role models, a lack 
of access to finances to have an equal opportunity as your peers, 
and many others.

Our CIP (https://www.ewsd.org/Page/5703) and our Equity 
Plan (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AgHSlfm5ZT3wH
AClKfbsaWRkq43BA3IWZv09o8RM7Rw/edit), the overarching 
district-wide areas of focus for equity work, support the EWSD in 
targeting the areas research says makes a difference in addressing 
the barriers to improve equitable experiences and outcomes for 
our students.

It is for these reasons, equity is the foundation of our 
educational policy, procedures, and practices in the EWSD.

Staff Appreciation Lunch 
at MMU High School

The MMU Boosters Club is hosting a MMU Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon on Thursday, June 10, and would love your help. Our 
sign up genius for items for the luncheon are taken care of, but 
monetary donations are welcome to fray the cost of the catered 
lunch.

You can make a monetary donation of any amount of your 
choosing ($5 and up) and please put cash or a check made out to 
MMU in an envelope marked Academic Boosters and have your 
child bring it to Mrs. P in the main office by Tuesday, June 8. We 
appreciate your help and look forward to appreciating our staff!

Please contact Leah Rowe, btvvyd2016@gmail.com, with any 
questions or if you would like to use Venmo for your contribution. 

Summer P-EBT benefits
The State of Vermont will be issuing Pandemic-Electronic 

Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) cards to help with students’ food costs 
over the summer months. The Summer P-EBT benefit will be 
issued in late July 2021.

To learn more, go online to https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1AdcjcFfLxB5iLVy1yXYw8c2-6LrMjltxyyi5a6ecTa8/
edit?usp=sharing.

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

SCHOOL NEWS

Kristen Johnson — grades 7-8 math and science teacher
I live in Bolton with my husband and 5-year-old daughter. 

We are outdoor explorers while skiing, walking, hiking, and 
gardening. I love to read, repurpose items, cook, and visit both 
new and familiar places. Most of my life has been connected 
to the Champlain Valley. I grew up in a dairy farming family 
in Shoreham and returned to Vermont in 2004 to teach in 
Charlotte. Before the classroom, I worked in education programs 
in Pittsburgh, Alabama, and Oregon, as well as aboard boats on 
Long Island Sound and in the Baltimore Harbor. Most recently, I 
taught four years at Essex Middle School. I look forward to being 
part of the Westford school community in the future.

Welcome new Westford 
faculty members

Sarah Macdougall — Social Support Coordinator and 
Behavior Management Assistant

I have been living in Essex for 15 years. When I am not at 
work you can find me out adventuring with my husband and two 
children. From hiking and biking to skiing and finding swimming 
holes, we just love to soak up all that Vermont has to offer. I have 
been working at Essex Elementary School for four years and am 
so excited to start my next adventure at Westford School!
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Throughout North America, spring migration is at its peak and 
that means lots of baby birds! With so much nesting happening, 
it’s not uncommon to find young birds away from their nest. 
But should you help them? Well, that depends on a few 
important questions. Read on for our guide to rescuing baby 
birds at https://www.audubon.org/news/when-you-should-
and-should-not-rescue-baby-birds. Pictured is an American 
Robin fledgling.                               PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Local soccer — 
Mansfield United SC — June 13

Mansfield United’s U19 Boys Team has a home game coming 
up on Sunday, June 13 at 2:30 PM. 

Come on out to Mills Riverside Park — no admission — for a 
great chance to see our local boys play!

Babe Ruth sign-ups
Babe Ruth Season is quickly approaching and we are gearing 

up for the upcoming season. 
We are working to put teams together. We need to know if we 

have enough players to fill a 13-year-old team, a 13-15 year-old 
team, and possibly a Senior Babe Ruth team (16-18 year-old). 

Please sign up as soon as possible at MT. MANSFIELD 
BABE RUTH LEAGUE - Powered byBabeRuth (sportssignup.
com) for the upcoming season for 13 and/or 13-15 year-old. If 
you have interest in the Senior Babe Ruth option please contact 
Ben Butler,  802-310-0269 or mansfieldbaberuth@gmail.com. 

For more information, contact Ben Butler or Rick Gouse, rick.
gouse@comcast.net or 802-734-7917.

Westford Summer Rec soccer, 
T-ball programs

Register to secure your spot today! Mail or drop off your 
registration form and fee to the Town Office or pay online and 
mail form with payment confirmation. Scholarships are available; 
email recreation@westfordvt.us. For more information and 
registration forms: https://westfordvt.us/recreation/.

Pre-K: Tuesdays June 22-July 27, 4:00 - 4:30 PM. Registration 
fee $20.

K & grade 1: Tuesdays June 22-July 27, 4:45 - 5:30 PM. 
Registration fee $20.

Grades 2-4: Tuesdays 5:45 - 6:45 PM, and Saturdays 9:00 - 
10:00 AM, June 22-July 31. Registration fee 20.

Grades 5-8 pick up: Thursdays July 8-August 19, 6:00 - 7:00 
PM. Registration fee 20.

Adult pick up: Thursdays July 8-August 19, 7:00 - 8:30 PM. 
Registration fee 20.

Tball ages 3-6: Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 AM, July 3-August 21. 
Registration fee $25.
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