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Snow on the Mountain

A stately view of Mount Mansfield photographed from Lower Valley Road, Cambridge. 
                                                                                                 PHOTO BY JIM MCMAHON, JERICHO

John Abbott: 
Jericho’s 
new town 
administrator

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

the outdoors is a theme in Abbott’s life. He 
was part of an international crew that sailed 
a replica Viking ship which re-enacted Leif 
Ericsson’s 2300-mile voyage from Greenland 
to Newfoundland in 1997-98, and in 2018 he 
retraced Benedict Arnold’s 350-mile route 
from the coast of Maine to Québec City. Both 
voyages were chronicled in Outside Magazine.

Abbott started work as Jericho Town 
Administrator on September 7. “The time has 
flown by,” he said, “but it also feels like I’ve 
been here for a year.” One of the first things 
Abbott will be working on is finding uses for 
ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funding, 
which is coming from the federal government. 
“I feel like I’m in an enviable position by 
joining municipal government when there is 
great opportunity on the horizon,” he said. “My 
highest goal is to hear from people as to what 
are their top priorities for fundable projects and 
initiatives.” Abbott noted that the money will 
be funneled through the Chittenden County 
Regional Planning Commission, with a two-year 
window for prioritizing and planning and then 
another two-year window for implementation. 
“From a foundation standpoint, I’m in a great 
place to be transitioning,” he said.

One priority for Abbott is making sure that 
staff members don’t get siloed in their respective 
areas. He recently convened the first full staff 
meeting in years, which included those working 
in the building as well as the director of the 
Jericho Town Library and the foreman of the 
Jericho Road Crew. “It gave people a chance to 
talk about the things that have their attention,” 
he said, “and a chance to keep others in the 
loop. To the extent that fosters the opportunity 
for collaboration, I hope to do more of that.” As 
part of that collaboration, Abbott hopes to get 
various groups more involved in building the 
town budget.

Abbott is also considering trying to place 
a human face on town government by putting 
pictures and biographies of staff and volunteers 
on the town website. He notes that there are 
still a lot of people who don’t know about the 
various boards and commissions and what they 
do. “There is a lot of education in what we can 
do regarding the people doing the work and 
how that work will contribute to the betterment 
of our community,” he said. Abbott intends to 
do his part to keep people engaged and aware 
of what is going on in town. “Having the 
opportunity to be part of civic life and giving 
back to the community is really great,” he said.

New Jericho Town Administrator John Abbot 
with his family (from left) Cally, John, Katy, 
and Hazen Abbott. 
                                      PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

A look at John Abbott’s resume wouldn’t 
necessarily suggest municipal government as 
a career move, but Abbott insists the change 
in professions makes perfect sense. With a 
Master’s in Education and Administration 
from St. Michael’s College and a Doctorate 
in Educational Leadership and Policy Study 
from UVM, Abbot spent 23 years at UVM as 
Assistant Director of Student Life as well as 
being a Lecturer at the Rubenstein School of 
Environment and Natural Resources. He may 
be best known as the director of UVM Outdoor 
Programs and the face behind UVM’s annual 
showing of the Banff Film Festival.

After leaving UVM, Abbott was hired to 
be the Director of Education and Alumni 
Development for the Himalayan Cataract 
Project, which has the goal of eliminating 
preventable and curable blindness in under-
resourced communities. Unfortunately, the 
onset of COVID brought clinical work to a halt, 
so all the training placements which Abbott had 
organized had to stop.

Abbott had been a member of the Jericho 
Trails Committee since 2014 and chair since 
2016 when he was invited to a June meeting 
which included all of the town’s committee 
chairs. Abbott said he had long felt that Jericho 
needed to have greater engagement with the 
various volunteer boards and commissions. 
“The committees don’t really engage with 
each other and there is no sense of continuity 
and unified contribution,” Abbott said. “Once 
we got engaged in that conversation, other 
committee chairs agreed that moving forward, 
the leadership we wanted was someone 
interested in clear communication and cross 
collaboration who could be both cheerleader 
and quarterback, and support all the committees 
in addition to the Select Board.” Thinking his 
personal style might fit the bill, Abbott applied 
for the job of Town Administrator.

During the interview process, Abbott was 
impressed by his discussions with various 
members of the town’s staff. “I got to see the 
long-standing commitment the staff has,” he 
said. “There are people who have been here 
for more than a decade, which says positive 
things about the functional culture. They also 
seemed to hold one another in high regard.” 
Abbott had initially been worried about the 
personnel management aspect of the job but 
the small discussion groups which were part of 
the interview process made him hopeful. “Staff 
might be siloed, but the collegiality was a good 
sign,” he said.

Abbott may not have experience with 
municipal work but he has certainly been in 
leadership positions. After college he became 
an Outward Bound instructor and led 30-day 
courses in the mountains of New Hampshire 
and Maine with adjudicated teens. Love of 

UJFD’s new full-time EMTs
The Underhill Jericho Fire Department has 

two full-time EMS staff, both women with a 
rich history in the fire service and EMS. Both 
are certified firefighters, and certified EMS 
providers as well. Michelle Collins comes 
from a department in Atkinson, NH, where she 
earned her Firefighter I certification and her 
EMT license. Michelle’s first love is the fire 
service; she recently earned her Advanced EMT 
license. Annika Coloney is a recent graduate 
of Saint Michael’s College, Colchester, with a 
double major. She was a four-year member of 
St. Michael’s College Fire and Rescue and was 
very committed to their program. At school, 
she earned her Firefighter I certification and her 
EMT license. Though Annika’s first love is also 
the fire service, she is about to start an Advanced 
EMT class, expanding upon the EMS career she 
started at St. Mike’s and taking the next step in 
higher certification. Michelle and Annika love 
having visitors — if you would like a tour or 
have questions, please stop in Monday-Friday, 
7:00 AM – 6:00 PM.

If Westford Common 
Hall could speak

If the Westford Common Hall could speak it 
would be singing! So many activities have and 
are beginning to happen…

The Lee Family filled the Hall with friends, 
family, and good memories as they held a 
memorial for Rebecca Lee Samanci’s brother. 
That was followed the next day with music by 
The Twangtown Paramours. The Hall was filled 
with song and a plentiful showing of Westford 
folk. The musicians are grateful for the audience 
and their generosity.

A major cleanout is underway, helping to 
give the Hall a sense of space and place for new 
things to happen. It’s spiffy and sparse. Even 
the corners of the parlor, stuffed with decades 
of left-over this and that, were carted out. The 
upstairs cleanout is in process.

Winter Fest 2022 will be coming to the 
Westford Common Hall on Saturday, February 
12, 2022. Mark it on your calendars! Bands, 
food and beverage trucks, and sliding and other 
snow activities are just the start of the planning.

We are moving forward with the planning 
process to improve the building to better 
address its expanded use.

Thank you everyone for your help!

Vacancy on Park 
District Board 

The Jericho Underhill Park District Board 
of Trustees has a vacancy. If you enjoy Mills 
Riverside Park and live in the Town of 
Underhill, please consider joining us. The Park 
District owns and manages Mills Riverside 
Park and meets the first and third Wednesday of 
every month at 7:00 PM.

Want to learn more? Please contact the Park 
District at 899-2693 or jupdistrict@gmail.com.

Westford committee to 
plan use of ARPA Funds

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
As part of the 2021 American Rescue Plan 

Act (ARPA) passed by the U.S. Congress, 
it is estimated that Westford will receive 
approximately $632,000 in pandemic relief 
funding. Each Vermont community is charged 
with allocating and spending these funds. The 
governing body of the town, in our case the 
Selectboard, makes the final decisions about 
how to spend the money.

Westford’s Selectboard has decided to form 
a committee to review possible uses of these 
funds. This committee will develop a submission 
process for collecting and vetting ideas 
submitted by community groups or individuals. 
The committee will make recommendations to 
the Selectboard which, ultimately, will make 
the final decisions.

The Selectboard has appointed the following 
members to the committee: Dave Baczewski, 
Chair; George Lamphere; Bree Drapa; 
Nanette Rogers; Martha Heath; Greg Barrows, 
Treasurer; Bill Hill.

There are strict guidelines on what the money 
can be used for. Here are the four overarching 
areas the legislation states as allowed uses:

1. To respond to the public health emergency 
or its negative economic impacts, 
including assistance to households, 
small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid 
to impacted industries such as tourism, 
travel, and hospitality;

2. to respond to workers performing essential 
work during the COVID-19 public health 

“Be yourself; everyone else is 
already taken.”
― Oscar Wilde

Halloween 
Information 
on page 12
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emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers;
3. for the provision of government services to the extent of the 

reduction in revenue due to the COVID–19 public health 
emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent 
full fiscal year prior to the emergency; and

4. to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband 
infrastructure.

For more detailed information, The Vermont League of Cities 
and Towns has developed an ARPA resources page: https://www.
vlct.org/resources/american-rescue-plan-information.

The ARPA Committee looks forward to working with the 
community and helping the Selectboard to maximize the impact 
and make the best use of the town’s ARPA funds. This process 
should and will take time. The funds do not need to be fully 
committed until December 31, 2024, with complete expenditure 
no later than December 31, 2026.

We are developing the next steps in our process. We look 
forward to soon hearing your ideas and suggestions. This is a 
monumental task that when done right, will help our community 
recover from the pandemic and improve it for generations to 
come.

Underhill Community Food 
Sharing Shed closed for season

Please note that the Community Food Sharing Shed across 
from the Underhill Town Hall is now closed. We send many, 
many thanks to those who donated fresh produce throughout the 
growing season.

Best wishes to all from the Shed Team.

Jericho committee, 
commission openings

By John Abbott, Jericho Town Administrator
There are currently several openings on the commissions 

and committees that work in an advisory capacity to the Jericho 
Select Board. Citizen involvement and volunteerism is critical 
to the important work these talented and committed groups 
accomplish!

If you’ve been interested in supporting the effort of advancing 
and improving life in our community, joining is a great first step! 
For information and details, visit (and join!) the Join in Jericho 
website https://jerichovt.org/boards-committees.

Affordable Housing Committee (1)
Conservation Commission (2)
Trails Committee (3)
Get involved today... your service will be appreciated! 

Opportunities to serve 
the Westford community

By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk
The Westford Selectboard is seeking individuals to fill the 

following positions:
Interim Emergency Management Director Coordinator: This 

person is the key person if a disaster occurs in town (flood, 
severe storms, etc.). They will be responsible for implementing 
the Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) along with the 
other people identified in the Plan. This is an interim position 
until April or May 2022.

Regional Emergency Management Committee member: This 
Committee is part of the Chittenden County Regional Planning 
Commission (CCRPC). The Committee was recently created to 
coordinate and support regional all-hazards emergency planning 
and preparedness activities to improve each region’s ability to 
prepare for, respond to, and recover from all disasters. Westford’s 
Emergency Management Director Coordinator will also serve on 
this Committee. The REMC is expected to meet quarterly.

If you are interested in serving in either of these roles, please 
contact the Town Office.

Westford receives grant 
for Community Wastewater Project

In September, the Town of Westford was awarded a $466,194 
grant by the Northern Borders Regional Commission (NBRC) and 
Economic Development Administration. These are competitive 
grants, and the NBRC grant is particularly competitive as it 
includes applications from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and New York. This grant is one piece of a funding stack 
being developed by the Town in order to affordably move the 
community wastewater project to construction, if approved by 
the voters.

In September, we were also granted a Step 2 State Clean Water 
Revolving Fund loan for $250,351, with $125,000 forgiven upon 
issuance. The remaining $125,351 will not be spent until such 
time as additional funds become available, such as state or local 
ARPA funds, or a bond vote occurs. These funds will be used for 
final design and permitting, which will make Westford the only 
town in the state with a shovel-ready proposal to develop a new 
community wastewater system in a village setting.

Westford Selectboard 
meeting draft minutes

The draft minutes from the Thursday, September 30 
Selectboard meeting are available online at https://westfordvt.us/
wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-09-30-Draft-Minutes.pdf.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship are held at 9:30 AM on the second and 
fourth Sundays of each month, September-June. Services are 
led by members of the fellowship and by invited guest speakers, 
including visiting UU ministers and leaders of other faiths. 
Each service explores a different topic. October 24: Sunday 
Service led by Emma Schoeberg: “Sacred Activism: Climate 
Justice as Spiritual Practice.” Emma, a Vermont-born trainer 
and community organizer, will explore how fighting for a livable 
future is a practice of faithfulness and spiritual calling. As part of 
the Climate Disobedience Center she works within communities 
from across different movements to build transformational 
campaigns, relationships, and collective power. Worship, reflect, 
and sustain one another, within an inclusive spiritual community, 
built on values of honoring and affirming the worth of every 
person, striving for justice, participating in the world community, 
and respecting the natural web of existence. Services will be 
exclusively held over Zoom; please contact info@mmuuf.org or 
802-899-2558 for how to join. Located at 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. 
Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, 
or his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho 
Town Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship 
together every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is 
traditional but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much 
more. For instructions on joining worship from home, please 
see https://unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-
home/. We provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, 
and service, but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and 
contemplate your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s 
office (with voicemail) 802-899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday 
and Wednesday 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 802-899-
4583.

Online church services 
in Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called to 
join us for our online church services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to 
watch can do so via our Facebook pages. So, as we like to say at 
the church: know that no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s journey, you are welcome at our church; or in this case, our 
web-space! https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch or 
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 802-858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You 
are not alone, and we are here to help.

All are welcome 
at Good Shepherd, Jericho

You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Church on VT 
Rt. 15 at 9:00 AM every Sunday. There are varied musical styles 
in worship services, including Folk, Contemporary, Celtic, Latin 
American, and traditional. The building is accessible — all are 
welcome! In addition, online offerings include Monday evening 
Lectio Divina, Tuesday Vespers, and Centering Prayer on Friday 
mornings. Good Shepherd also hosts offers the monthly online 
Racism in America Forum. Access information and more about 
the church is at Goodshepherdjericho.org. We are an open-
minded Christian community with a focus on social justice 
issues, where people from different faith traditions, along with 
those who aren’t sure where they belong or what they believe, 
seek the support of a spiritual home. We welcome you in the 
name and love of Christ. Contact Pastor Arnold Isidore Thomas 
for more information at 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church now worships in person at the 

church on Sundays at 9:30 AM. Calvary Episcopal Church is a 
welcoming, caring, Christian community called to live the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, grow our spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors. 
Calvary is located at 370 VT Rt. 15, Jericho; Calvary has a new 
phone number: 802-899-0453. All are warmly welcome!

Seeking winter clothing 
to Westford’s Winter Wear Share

The Winter Wear Share is coming!
Seeking clean, gently used winter coats, sweaters, gloves, hats, 

and boots, all sizes, kids on up. (No summer clothes, please.) 
Donations may be dropped off at the Westford Library during 
regular business hours. Please bring a non-perishable food item 
too, if you can!

Or, there will be a bin on the porch by the door of the Town 
Office. Non-perishable food items may be brought into the Town 
Office during its regular business hours.

Or, contact Carol for pick-up at 802-878-4449 (leave message) 
or carol@vtwildlife.com.

Distribution: November 20, 8:00 – 9:00 AM at the Westford 
Common Hall (a.k.a. the White Church). Everyone is welcome, 
no questions asked. Masks required.

Please note: this event is at the same time as, but is separate 
from, the Food Shelf program

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

LEND A HAND. VOLUNTEER. United Way of Northwest 
Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer Connection connects you 
to hundreds of local volunteer needs. Search by age, date, county, 
interests or causes that are important to you. Stay connected 
to community needs. Go online to https://unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com/ to learn more about these and other 
opportunities.

ON THE BOARD — Old School of South Burlington is a 
nature-based preschool that is looking for a volunteer Treasurer 
to help complete its Board of Directors. The Treasurer should 
be familiar with Quickbooks and have basic bookkeeping skills 
and knowledge of basic accounting principles. Contact Brandon 
Diaz, 570-350-6580 or b.oldschool.vt@gmail.org.

TEEN CENTER — Essex CHIPS is in need of volunteers to 
provide support to CHIPS staff during Teen Center drop-in hours 
for middle and high school youth. Tasks may include helping 
with snacks, organizing activities, sharing a talent, and generally 
providing a fun and safe environment for youth. Mondays 3:00 – 
5:30 PM and/or Wednesdays 2:15 – 5:00 PM. Contact Christina 
Corodimas, 802-878-6982, Ext. 101, or christina@essexchips.
org.

A DRIVING NEED — Vermont Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired has a continuing need for volunteer drivers 
in the Chittenden County area to drive the blind and visually 
impaired to medical appointments, grocery shopping, and other 
errands. Drivers are reimbursed for mileage for the use of their 
cars. Flexible scheduling. Background check required. Contact 
Vicki Vest, 800-639-5861, Ext. 243.

CONE DUTY! — Local Motion is looking for volunteers 
to check the cones along the Burlington Greenway Detour 
on Battery Street from Maple Street to Main Street, and to 
reposition any tipped or moved cones. Two shifts available from 
now through November 14. Contact Jonathon Weber, jonathon@
localmotion.org, or text 413-387-9715.

ON THE ROAD — St. Joseph Residential Care Home needs 
a part time volunteer to provide transportation for residents to 
medical appointments. A clean driving record is a must, as is a 
background check. Contact Amy Muir, 802-864-0264 or amuir@
vermontcatholic.org.

GUEST SERVICES — Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Burlington is seeking volunteers to provide professional guest 
services once a week or once every other week. Volunteers 
respond to guests’ needs to ensure that their stay is pleasant and 
comfortable. Tasks may include trash removal, dish washing, and 
some laundry. Evenings 5:00 – 8:00 PM. Contact Julie Richards, 
802-862-4943 or julie@rmhcvt.org.

Electric vehicles: 
what’s under the hood

The Underhill Energy Committee is continuing to answer 
answers people have about electric vehicles. These FAQs are not 
intended to be a binding, finally definitive document, but should 
give enough information and resource websites that a reader can 
get a general appreciation of facts. If a reader wants updated or 
detailed information, they should talk directly to dealerships and 
reference web sites with updated information.

So: what’s “Under the hood?”
We can compare a fully electric vehicle to a gasoline-powered 

car. Here we will refer to a fully electric car as a Battery Electric 
Vehicle (BEV) or simply an Electric Vehicle (EV).

(Note that a PHEV [Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle] has 
features of both an EV and a gasoline-powered car. Check the 
website at the end of this section for a description of a PHEV.)

An EV has some design features similar to gasoline-only 
powered cars, but there are some key differences in many 
systems.

Let’s start with what is the same. Suspension (shocks and 
struts) and steering are similar in both types of cars. Both of the 
cars have a 12-volt battery for running accessories.

An EV has two braking systems. One of the two braking 
systems is the same hydraulic system as a gas-powered car, but 
the other system is unique to EVs; more on that a little later.

The A/C in electric cars is different from that in gasoline cars, 
which use a mechanical compressor. In an electric car, there is an 
all electric A/C unit or heat exchanger.

There are several key differences that result from the way the 
motor in an EV works: An internal combustion engine burns 
gas in controlled explosions inside an engine consisting of 
pistons in cylinders. The sparks for the combustion are delivered 
through a system that contains stick coils, spark plugs, and an 
alternator. The gas must be pumped from the tank. These entire 
systems are replaced by the electric motor and its control system. 
An electric motor turns a shaft by applying electricity to wire 
windings within magnets. The interaction of the magnetic field 
and electrical current will turn a shaft.

An exhaust system, including the muffler, is not required in 
an EV.
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   Our Community Cares Camp 
   Annual Meeting

Please join us at Our Community Cares Camp Annual 
Meeting on Thursday, October 28, 2021, 7:00-8:00 PM   
to review our successful camp year in 2021 and our plans 
for 2022.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uvmcom.zoom.us j/92322893663?from=addon

Meeting ID: 923 2289 3663
Join by Skype for Business

https://uvmcom.zoom.us/skype/92322893663

Our Community Cares Camp Annual Meeting
Please join us at Our Community Cares Camp Annual Meeting on 

Thursday, October 28, 2021, 7:00-8:00 PM to review our successful 
camp year in 2021 and our plans for 2022.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uvmcom.zoom.us j/92322893663?from=addon
Meeting ID: 923 2289 3663
Join by Skype for Business
https://uvmcom.zoom.us/skype/92322893663

Cost
$6.50 plus $.25 for each additional 20 words.
Total $11.50

Cost $33.00

Beatrix Farrand, Rediscovered: Beatrix Farrand (1872-1959) 
was America’s first female landscape architect. On Tuesday, 
October 26, 1:00 PM, garden speaker Colleen Plimpton will 
present Beatrix as she might have appeared in the 1930s. Enjoy 
Colleen’s performance as she relates Beatrix’s innovative, 
exciting, and tragic life. Plimpton’s one-woman show reveals 
the life, times, and gardens of Beatrix Farrand. She was Edith 
Wharton’s niece, responsible for garden designs at Dumbarton 
Oaks and the Rose Garden of the Wilson White House as well 
as Connecticut projects at Yale, Hill-Stead, and Harkness. 
Location: Faith United Methodist Church, 899 Dorset St., S. 
Burlington. Free and open to the public if you are vaccinated 
and wear a mask; sponsored by the Burlington Garden Club Of 
Vermont. 
               IMAGE: BEATRIX FARRAND, VIA CED.BERKELEY.EDU

Tuesday, October 19
Westford town-wide meeting on Community Wastewater 

Project, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, Westford Elementary School, 
Westford. The Westford Planning Commission will share details 
and answer questions and concerns. This will be a hybrid virtual/
in-person meeting, with more details to come for those that 
wish to participate remotely. All COVID-safe precautions will 
be made for those who want to attend in person. Please visit 
www.westfordsfuture.com to learn more about the Community 
Wastewater Project. For questions and more information, contact 
Westford Town Planner Melissa Manka, planner@westfordvt.
us, 802-878-4587, or the Westford Planning Commission, 
planningcommission@westfordvt.us.

Refugee Resettlement Town Hall, 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM, on 
Zoom. An update on the current refugee resettlement programs, 
Afghan arrivals in Vermont, employer support for refugee 
workers, and guidance on getting involved in our state’s response. 
Introductory remarks from U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy; panel 
discussion featuring Tracy Dolan, Director of the State Refugee 
Office; Amila Merdzanovic, Director of USCRI Vermont; 
Joe Wiah, Director of the ECDC Multicultural Community 
Center; and Michele Asch, Vice President of Leadership and 
Organizational Development at Twincraft Skincare. To access 
the Zoom link, please register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZAkcO2vrTouGtwmsTc8nU3KVKwp-BgqQptt. 
(Also streaming this event live at http://www.facebook.com/
KeshaRamVT.)

Wednesday, October 20
Workshop: How to sell online, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Green 

Mountain Technical and Career Center, Hyde Park. If you’ve 
thought about adding online sales to your existing website 
or want to start from scratch, this workshop will provide you 
with clear steps to complete those tasks. Offered by Lamoille 
Economic Development Corporation (LEDC). Presenter: Elisa 
Clancy, MBA, LEDC’s Webmaster and Marketing Consultant 
and owner of 3W Promotions, LLC, a full-service, digital 
marketing business. In-person (masks required, but no other 
COVID restrictions) w orkshop format with Q&A. Workshop 
fee $50; refreshments provided. For more information and to 
register, https://sellyourproductsonline.eventbrite.com.

Thursday, October 21
Baked ham supper to go (take out or tailgate only), serving 

starts at 5:00 PM, Binghamville Methodist Church, Fletcher. 
Menu: baked ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, mixed vegetables, 
cabbage salad, rolls, homemade cake for dessert. Adults $12, 
children under 12 $5, preschool free. For reservations call Dennis 
or Charles at 802-849-2120.

Penny Patch: Three Years with SNCC and How that 
Shaped My Life, 1:30 PM, on Google Meets. Hear from a 
Vermont resident who was in the movement way back when. 
The Community Senior Center will be hosting Penny Patch 
of Lyndonville, who will present Three years with the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and How that 
Shaped My Life. Ms. Patch will share her experience as a 
young white woman working in SNCC during the Civil Rights 
moment. As a college student at Swarthmore in 1960, Ms. Patch 
would join other students on weekends and travel to Maryland 

to support the effort to desegregate restaurants. At one of these 
protests, she met two SNCC organizers who had come north to 
recruit young Black members. Although they were not looking 
for white members, Ms. Patch gave them her number. Come 
hear about what happened next! If you are interested in attending 
this Google Meets session please contact Martha Nye, martha@
cscvt.org for the link.

Saturday, October 23
Second annual Wild Game Dinner, 6:00 PM, Cambridge 

Christian Fellowship, 154 N. Main St., Cambridge. Guest 
speakers Ron Boucher and Craig Jaques. Two world record 
mounted typical bucks will be on display. Ron will be scoring 
Larry Benoit’s biggest buck and will share how to score a white 
tailed deer. Prizes: $400 gift certificate, which can be used for 
four people, half-day fishing with Sure Strike Charters on Lake 
Champlain; four skeet rounds for two or eight rounds for one 
at Underhill Rod and Gun Club, which includes an instructor, 
shells, clays, and shotgun usage; and additional prizes. Doors 
open at 5:45 PM; Tickets $10 each, in advance only, and only 
50 will be sold. For more information call Ken, 802-644-5771 or 
802-730-4013.

Challenges of Affordable Housing for Seniors in Vermont, 
10:00 AM, on Zoom. Featuring Lt. Gov. Molly Gray as opening 
speaker, followed by a panel of housing experts: Gus Seelig, 
Executive Director of the VT Housing and Conservation Board; 
Kim Fitzgerald, CEO of Cathedral Square; Erhard Mahnfke from 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ staff; and Thifeen Deen from the office of 
U.S. Rep. Peter Welch. The VT Alliance for Retired Americans 
invites all interested Vermonters to attend, free of charge. To 
register and receive a link, email your name, address and email 
address to Dennis LaBounty, labounty17@charter.net.

Wednesday, October 27
Chicken Pie Supper, 4:30 – 7:00 PM (or until sold out), VFW, 

Morrisville. Chicken, biscuits, gravy, mashed potatoes, squash, 
cranberry sauce, and dessert, $12 per serving. Eat in or take out! 
Benefits VFW Auxiliary 9653.

Saturday, October 30
Unlocking the Secrets of your family’s 19th Century photos, 

12:00 – 1:30 PM, on Zoom. With Sharon Flaherty. Do you have a 
box or a scrapbook of old photographs in your closet? Or maybe 
just one or two old photos, with vague guesses as to whom they 
may be photos of? Perhaps this talk can help you out. Before we 
can discover who the people are in those old photos, we have to 
know what we are looking at. In this talk, we will learn about the 
different photographic methods used in the 19th century and when 
they were used, and how fashion styles are clues to a person’s 
identity. We also will talk about how to take proper care of these 
rare family photos. VT Genealogy Library classes will be held 
on Zoom on Saturdays 12:00 – 1:30 PM; the cost is $10. The 
library is open Tuesdays, 3:00 – 9:30 PM, and Saturdays, 10:00 
AM – 4:00 PM; this is a measure in place to control numbers 
due to COVID, kept for now because of the resurgence. Masks 
are optional for those who are vaccinated. To learn more, and to 
register for the classes, visit www.vtgenlib.org. You can also visit 
our Facebook page or call at 802-871-5647.

Friday-Saturday, November 5-6
UVM Extension Master Gardener State (virtual) 

Conference, online. Theme: Gardening for Resilience: the 
Garden as a Place of Collaboration, Stewardship, and Connection. 
Speakers include: Missisquoi Abenaki Dr. Fred Wiseman, 
ethnobotanist and retired professor and former department Chair 
of Humanities at Johnson State College, who researches the 
crops, agriculture, and cuisine of the Wabanaki region; Chief 
Don Stevens of the Nulhegan Abenaki, who helped lead the fight 
for state recognition for the Abenaki people of Vermont; author 
Michael Phillips, who practices organic, regenerative agriculture 
at Heartsong Farm and Lost Nation Orchard and who wrote 
The Holistic Orchard and Mycorrhizal Planet; Travis Reynolds, 
Assistant Professor at the UVM Gund Institute, whose expertise 
is institutional economics, agricultural development and food 
policy and whose most recent work is on Vermont’s food system; 
members of the Barton Community Garden; Ari Rockland-
Miller, co-founder of The Mushroom Forager, LLC who has 
led hundreds of lectures and workshops on wild and cultivated 
mushrooms and edible plants; and artist, chef, gardener, and 
writer Ellen Ecker Ogden, whose most recent book is The New 
Heirloom Garden (Rodale 2021). To learn more and register go to 
https://www.uvm.edu/extension/mastergardener/uvm-extension-
community-horticulture-annual-conference-2021.

“October’s bright blue weather” — 
Helen Hunt Jackson

By Sue Kusserow
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Now it is October, the month when the wind defies the Canada/
U.S. border and swings south… slightly colder, a where-did-I-
pack-my-jacket weather. In September, we faced the possibility 
of this happening and could theoretically recall the chill of winter 
as a distant phenomenon. But now it is here. The wind has a 
bite, a snap and a snarl that it idly practiced in September, but 
now permanently and openly declares itself as the preamble to 
frost and snow. After a light frost, the deep purple grapes are 
now just right for jellies and conserves. And it’s applesauce 
time, made from the drops that were loosened from our ancient, 
but still fecund, tree. The sugars that hid behind the tranquility 
of September are now challenged to be used right away, or 
be haunted by the hunger tales passed down from our Puritan 
ancestors.

Despite apple sauce’s outward simplicity, there are many 
individual variations that rouse themselves from Gramma’s 
tattered recipe box: a pinch of cinnamon, a squirt of lemon juice, 
a tiny sprinkle of salt to bring out the flavor of the sugars. Some 
brave folk even stir in a few drops of maple syrup. But this is a 
practice that was learned early by many a new cook’s mistake. 
Maple syrup has a vigorous taste, and a careless drop or two extra 
pushes the applesauce into a contest of flavors. Apples can and 
should hold their own slightly musty taste, since it carries with 
it the pleasure of a newly-discovered gnarled old tree next to a 
collapsed cellar hole, marking the old Bear Town settlement. The 
tree is too difficult to climb, but a few shakes of its limbs and the 
sounds of tiny apples plopping into the leaves make it a good 
possibility for an old-fashioned applesauce. I add a scrape or two 
of freshly grated ginger root. Again, the same caution applies as 
I mentioned for maple syrup: honor the apple!

Each October we have the contest of remembrance, using 
the priceless recollections of the old folks: on a scale of one to 
ten, how is this October going to score on brilliance of color? 
There are many eager leaf peepers who come here to glory in 
this annual blaze of closure. It is a “simple” process: a small plug 
forms at the base of the leaf stem and shuts off water and nutrients 
to the strong green chlorophyll, thus stopping photosynthesis 
and growth and color. This gives a chance, already inherent in 
the leaf, to show off its other colors: carotenoids (reds, orange, 
amber, yellows) or anthocyanin (browns, dark reds, purples… as 
in an ash tree). Remember, too, that one of the most vivid of fall 
colors is right at your feet. Poison ivy turns a brilliant red, shined 
and enhanced by its natural oils… that also cause your blisters!

A tree that I enjoy seeing, spewing yellow needles after most 
of the other trees have shed: American larch, or tamarack. It is 
the only needled tree that drops its needles. It does this a bit off-
schedule, so it can be seen nicely as a gentle yellow, after most of 
the other leafed trees have given up.

Now we are blessed with the long honking lines of geese flying 
south. It is a sad call to me; I would rather rejoice with them when 
they fly north in the spring.

The evening drops more quickly now, shortening the days to 
a serious degree. And we check our supply of kindling to create 
a cheery atmosphere, as well as follow the Swedish tradition 
of using gently-flickering candles all through the rooms. I 
remember Longfellow’s poem, which had a lovely easy rhythm 
and a message that caught me into remembering it.

The day is done and the darkness
falls from the wings of night.

As a feather is wafted downward,
from an eagle in his flight.

And it ends thusly:
And the cares that infest the day,

Shall fold their tents like the Arabs,
And as silently steal away.

THE TOWERS FARM 

3912 Huntington 
Road, Richmond

4 miles South 
of the Round Church, 

adjacent to 
Green Mountain
Audubon Center

802-434-2412

has a
HUGE SELECTION

PUMPKINS  $1.00 - $10.00 EACH

9 VARIETIES OF SQUASH, 
GOURDS, GARLIC 

& CORNSTALKS
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more information 
or email mtngazette@gmavt.net

HEALTH NEWS

Rx prescription drug 
takeback day October 23

Every spring and fall, health departments and drug disposal 
sites around the country join the Drug Enforcement Agency in 
holding National Prescription Drug Take Back Days. This twice-
yearly event provides a safe, convenient and responsible way to 
dispose of prescription and over-the-counter medications, while 
educating about the potential for medication misuse, accidental 
ingestion and overdose. During the 2020 Fall event, Vermonters 
disposed of 4498 pounds of medication. The next Take Back Day 
is Saturday, October 23.

One important reason to be careful about how you store and 
dispose of prescriptions is that the most common source for the 
misuse of medications is a relative or a friend. In fact, more than 
half of the people who misused prescriptions obtained them from 
a relative or friend. But, there are other reasons as well.

Medications that are not properly stored in your home can be 
a risk to kids and pets who might accidentally ingest them. And 
flushing medications or tossing them in the trash is a danger to 
our waterways and wildlife.

That is why we’re asking you to follow these three easy steps 
to properly store and get rid of medications.

LOCK: Store your medications in a lock box or locked 
medicine cabinet.

DROP: Drop off unused medication at a kiosk at your local 
pharmacy or police station.

MAIL: Mail unused medication in a pre-paid envelope. For 
more information or to request a free medication mail-back 
envelope, go online to https://www.healthvermont.gov/alcohol-
drugs/services/prescription-drug-disposal? or ask for one at 
your local pharmacy.

The National Prescription Drug Take Back Day addresses a 
crucial public safety and public health issue. According to the 
2019 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 9.7 million 
people misused prescription pain relievers, 4.9 million people 
misused prescription stimulants, and 5.9 million people misused 
prescription tranquilizers or sedatives in 2019. The survey also 
showed that a majority of misused prescription drugs were 
obtained from family and friends, often from the home medicine 
cabinet.

Helping children achieve 
a healthy sense of self-esteem

Parents have been feeling good recently asking me about what 
they can do to help their child develop some self-esteem and 
pride in who they are without being overly confident. Well, let 
me proudly provide some information on this topic.

Studies suggest that children who feel good about themselves 
seem to have an easier time with conflicts, resist negative 
pressures, and are happier and generally more optimistic. 
Children who don’t have good self-esteem think poorly of 
themselves and have a hard time finding solutions to problems. 
They are the ones who say, “I can’t,” versus “I can.”

If you want to help promote self-esteem in your child, here are 
some suggestions:

Make sure your child knows that they’re loved and belongs to 
a family and community that values them. But watch what you 
say. Praise your child not just for a job well done but for their 
effort trying. For example, if your child doesn’t make a team, 
don’t say: “Next time you’ll just need to work harder if you want 
to make it.” Instead, say: “Even though you didn’t make the 
team, I’m proud of you for trying and the effort you put into it.” 
Reward the effort and not the outcome.

Be a positive role model. If you are harsh on yourself, your 
child will be harsh on themselves. Parents who fight or argue 
a lot or feel depressed can have these feelings rub off on their 
children, so do your best to not demonstrate this type of behavior 
in front of your children or seek help for it before it does affect 
your child.

Praise your child spontaneously and frequently but do so 
honestly without overdoing it. Give positive but accurate 
feedback. Telling your child that you know they could be the best 
at math is only going to set them up for failure. Telling them they 
are working hard at math in school, and that you are proud they 
are asking you or their teachers for help so they can continue to 
do well, is a better response.

Find activities that encourage cooperation rather than 
competition as your children start school. Also, find and celebrate 
what your child enjoys and may be good at and allow them to 
cultivate that interest rather than instill interests you think would 
be good for them.

When do you worry? If you suspect your child does not want 
to try new things, speaks negatively about themselves, or has 
a low threshold for frustration, talk to your child’s health care 
professional who can provide some additional suggestions or in 
rare cases suggest counseling or further professional help. 

Hopefully tips like these will boost your confidence and self-
esteem when it comes to teaching your child how to boost theirs 
as well.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Richmond Rescue: 
third quarter statistics

By Michael Chiarella, Director of Operations
Richmond Rescue

Each quarter I will be posting a number of statistics about 
Richmond Rescue to help you stay more informed about our 
business.

In the third quarter of 2021 we went on 210 calls and 
transported 119 patients for a transport rate of 57%. Our average 
for this period in the last three years was 172 calls and 110 
transports and a transport rate of 64%.

We had 36 volunteers actively participating in our operations. 
They contributed a total of 6150 hours on duty. Most of those 
hours are spent at the station so that we can provide a quick 
response. On average we left the station in 1 minute 42 seconds 
and arrived on scene in 14 minutes. We spent about 19 minutes 
on scene and then another 27 minutes transporting our patient to 
the hospital. Prompt activation of 9-1-1 is vital when someone 
has a serious medical problem. By calling for an ambulance we 
can begin to provide care that would normally have to wait until 
you arrive at the hospital.

We went on 17 calls in Bolton (one of those was at Bolton 
Valley), 74 in Richmond, 22 in Huntington, two in Jericho, five in 
Starksboro, and eight on I-89. We also traveled out of our area to 
Colchester, Essex, Hinesburg, Underhill, Westford, and Williston 
to assist other agencies. The busiest day of the week was Monday 
(38) and the quietest day was Tuesday (22). Daytime (6:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM) accounted for 147 calls, while nights had 63 calls.

In the third quarter, we were able to respond to three calls 
with our second truck while the primary truck was on another 
call. This means that instead of waiting for an ambulance from 
Williston or UVM, we were able to respond with no delay. Many 
other times we had a crew standing by for a second call. This is a 
testament to the depth and dedication of our volunteers.

Of our 119 transports we only transported 14 patients with 
our lights and sirens activated (12%). We reserve the use of 
lights and sirens for the most critical patients. The difference in 
transport time with lights and sirens is only about three minutes 
faster. Please pull your car to the right and stop at a safe place if 
you see us approaching with our lights on.

Since we began the E911 sign program we’ve sold 920 
reflective address signs. They have been making a great difference 
for us in being able to quickly locate addresses. You can order 
yours at http://www.richmondrescue.org/E911sign.html.

Lions thank blood donors
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club would like to thank 

everyone who donated blood at our drive on Wednesday, October 
6, when we collected 46 units for the blood bank. The Red Cross 
apologizes for the long wait times and to the people who showed 
up to donate but were unable to wait because of other obligations. 
They are presently severely understaffed and are working on 
ensuring this does not happen at the next drive.

As always we are indebted to the Covenant Church for 
graciously donating their space to us. 

Have a wonderful fall. Stay safe and be healthy.

Misdirected packages
To the Editor,

I have seen many posts in recent times regarding missing 
packages. Yesterday, I received a misdirected package. The 
addressee is in Underhill — I live in Jericho and there was 
nothing similar about the address. It was an Amazon package 
that was delivered at the same time as a package I had ordered 
from another entity. Both packages had the same identifying 
number — 101 — hand-written on the packages. I learned that 
this number identifies commercial (cheaper) mail. I did the right 
thing and brought the package to the Underhill Post Office for 
delivery to the correct address, and the person at the post office 
seemed to know what had happened but I still don’t know why 
the package ended up in my mailbox. I wanted to let you know 
about this issue, which might explain other misdirected mail? 
Does it tend to be Amazon packages that are misdirected? Just 
curious. Anyway, I hope you finally got your package, JB.

Lynne Robbins
Jericho

Avoid Halloween safety nightmares
We all like a little scare on Halloween, but here is my treat for 

you and your children: a few safety tricks so that October 31 is 
not a safety nightmare for anyone in your family.

First, it is important to know that while people always worry 
about the safety of the treats your children bring home, the most 
serious injuries on Halloween involve eye injuries from carrying 
sharp objects, burns from flammable costumes, and injuries from 
collisions with cars. If you want to prevent these accidents from 
happening, here are some tips:

See and be seen. Trick-or-treaters should: avoid masks, 
which can block their vision, and replace them with nontoxic 
hypoallergenic face paint or make-up; wear bright-colored non-
baggy flame-resistant costumes with reflective tape; carry a 
flashlight; stay on the sidewalk, and approach only houses that 
are lit in a neighborhood you are familiar with.

Make sure your children are well fed before they go out so 
you can inspect what they bring home before they want to eat 
it. My motto in this case is: when in doubt, throw it out. Even 
if tampering with Halloween treats is rare, it can still happen. 
Don’t forget, small hard candies can be a choking hazard for the 
little ones.

Children older than 10 should travel in small groups with 
physical distancing, especially if it is possible some in the group 
may not be vaccinated. (Parents or another trusted adult should 
accompany children younger than 10.) Make sure you know 
the route older children plan to take, and give them a time to 
be home. They should only go to homes that have a porch light 
on, preferably one they know, and never enter a home or car 
to receive a treat. Give them a flashlight and if possible, a cell 
phone so they can reach you and you can reach them.

Make sure your yard is clear of debris such as hoses, wet 
leaves or flowerpots that can trip a child who comes to trick-or-
treat at your house. And don’t forget to keep lit pumpkins far out 
of the way of trick-or-treaters. Rather than using a candle in a 
pumpkin, which can be a fire hazard, consider using a glow stick 
instead — a safer way to go and it does just as good a job lighting 
up that pumpkin.

Remember that the smaller the trick or treat bag, the shorter 
the distance traveled.

Hopefully tips like these will scare away any concerns you 
might have when it comes to making sure your Halloween is not 
frightening but a safe holiday for all involved. 

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.
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Miscellaneous continued from page 2

EVs have a second braking system called regenerative braking, 
and it is important to the efficiency of the car. It recovers energy 
from the car slowing down and stores that energy back for use by 
the motor later. The hydraulic brake system may be used for the 
last part of braking or for rapid stopping.

Transmission and clutches are almost entirely replaced by 
the functioning of the motor. In a gas-powered car there is an 
intricate system of gears, shafts, and other moving parts in the 
transmission and clutches. This transfers the simple rotation of 
a shaft to a variety of speeds at different powers to the wheels. 
Typically this requires several hundred parts.

In an EV, there is typically no transmission, and the electric 
motors are more directly attached to the wheels, connecting only 
through a few parts. Much of the function of the transmission is 
replaced simply by how fast the motor spins. The nature of how 
an electric motor itself operates replicates some of the function 
of a transmission. The motor produces the most torque at low 
speeds. As the motor goes faster the torque drops, as a counter-
electromotive force is generated in the motor. The drive chain is 
reduced to less than 20 parts, one manufacturer advertises.

In a gasoline car, only around 20-30% of the total energy 
created from burning gasoline is used to propel the car forward. 
The rest of the energy is simply lost to the environment in the 
form of heat, making them extremely inefficient. EVs, on the 
other hand, are around 90% efficient at using the energy from the 
battery pack to propel the car.

Even though electric cars are much more efficient, the battery 
cells still produce heat that must be removed to prevent them 
from overheating. One common cooling system is a series of 
tubes running between the hundreds of battery cells within the 
battery pack and flowing fluid through it to remove the heat.

Because there are so many fewer parts in an EV, some 
manufacturers allocate more room to the passenger compartment 
and trunk areas.

To see more about the comparisons of different types of cars 
check these sites:

https://afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/how-do-gasoline-cars-work 
https://afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/how-do-all-electric-cars-

work 
https://afdc.energy.gov/vehicl  es/how-do-hybrid-electric-

cars-work

County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan survey

By Emma Vaughn, Communications Manager
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission

Hazard mitigation planning is a process that identifies hazards 
and their risks to your community and assesses the vulnerability 
of people, property, the environment, and the economy to one 
or more hazards. The end result is a comprehensive mitigation 
strategy that presents recommended sustained actions to reduce 
disaster-related damages and minimizes long-term community 
risk to the hazards.

In June 2021, Chittenden County municipalities initiated 

a collaborative planning effort to develop the 2022 update of 
the Chittenden County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation 
Plan. The benefits derived from the planning process, and 
the recommended mitigation actions that will ultimately be 
implemented, will significantly improve community resilience 
and sustainability.

Over the next several months, staff international disaster and 
crisis management firm IEM will be working with emergency 
management, planning, and public works staff of your local 
municipality to update your municipality’s local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan. 

Your knowledge on local hazards is critical to good planning: 
Participate in our online survey! 

• Take the survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
KLB6RMX to provide your opinion on local hazard events and 
their impact on you, your family, and the community. The survey 
will be open through October 30.

• Contact your local city or town officials to learn how to 
provide comment on the draft municipal Local Hazard Mitigation 
Plan to ensure it reflects your experience and concerns.

Contacts: Dan Albrecht, CCRPC Senior Planner, dalbrecht@
ccrpcvt.org or 802-391-6809; or Leroy Thompson, IEM Senior 
Planner, leroy.thompson@ieminc.com or 850-570-9867; 
Chittenden County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation 
Plan website: https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/emergency-
management/hazard-mitigation-plan/

Applications to Vermont Early 
Childhood Fund due November 1

Building Bright Futures is pleased to announce the creation of 
the Vermont Early Childhood Fund (VECF) to support creative 
solutions that will improve the well-being of children (prenatal 
to age 8), families, as well as the Vermont communities in which 
they live.

In 2022, VECF will provide grants of $10,000-$20,000 for up 
to seven grantees, with support from a generous private donor.

Each year BBF Regional Councils, the early childhood experts 
within communities, identify two key issues impacting children 
and families in each of Vermont’s 12 regions. Recognizing the 
expertise of Regional Councils and in order to use the funds 
most effectively, the Vermont Early Childhood Fund uses these 
regional priorities to guide the investment of $100,000 to fund 
regional creative solutions.

The Vermont Early Childhood Fund will support up to seven 
regional projects with a total of $100,000 for the duration of 
2022. Eligible projects should address at least one of the priorities 
identified by the BBF Regional Early Childhood Council and 
support the vision stated in Vermont’s Early Childhood Action 
Plan (VECAP). Preference will be given to projects that promote 
fairness and equity by incorporating anti-racism and social 
justice practices into their work. The Early Childhood Fund 
seeks to fund projects otherwise not eligible for other funding 
opportunities.

The initial application is due Monday, November 1, 2021. 

The review committee will be scoring each application without 
knowing which organization is applying (blind scoring). Projects 
selected for a full application will need to submit a budget, a work 
plan, and two letters of commitment from partners by Monday, 
December 6, 2021. BBF staff are able to provide guidance for 
both the initial and full applications.

More information can be found at buildingbrightfutures.
org/vecf/ or by contacting Dora Levinson, dlevinson@
buildingbrightfutures.org.

Don’t believe your Caller ID
By Bill April AARP/Fraudwatch volunteer

Recently Comcast has initiated a call verification system to 
alert us to verified valid calls vs. the SPAM calls. At our house 
we have received phone calls from scammers that have been 
displayed with the V for verified and we have received valid 
sourced calls with the message SPAM. While Comcast is doing 
what the Federal Communications Commission has directed 
them and the other phone service companies to do, the Comcast 
approach has no credibility.

Here are some hints to managing your phone calls:
1. If the number displayed on the Caller ID is not one you 

know, DO NOT answer. If it is legitimate, the caller may leave 
a voice mail.

2. The federal government, the state government, and 
local government including police agencies, IRS, and other 
departments will NOT call you and ask for money over the 
phone. They will NOT offer you a refund or rebate. You will 
NOT get a call about jury duty. They only notify you by USPS 
mail.

3. If you get a call or a voice mail asking you to pay for 
something with a gift card, ignore requests for an urgent form 
of payment, such as using a gift card or making a wire transfer.

4. NEVER REVEAL YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION 
to any caller: that includes passwords, login names, any financial 
information, any insurance, and Medicare/Medicaid information.

5. If you get a voice mail from someone claiming to be from 
a company, financial institution, or a government agency (see 
rule 2), DO NOT call the number they give you. Look up the 
published number and call it to inquire about the facts.

6. If you get a call from a family member claiming to need help 
or money where they may be in jail or hurt in an accident, STOP 
and call other family members to verify on the whereabouts of 
the family member who called you.

7. If you see a message on your computer about a virus that 
tells you to call a number to get a tech to fix it for you. STOP and 
DO NOT call that number. They are scammers who will hold 
your computer hostage or do some other damage. Shut off the 
computer and wait a minute then restart it. It should be fine.

At AARP/Fraudwatch, we are trained to see through the lies 
and deceit that we get bombarded with daily. Be alert and don’t 
lose your money or your personal information.

Equity, fairness, 
and honesty in our schools

By Kesha Ram Hinsdale, State Senator
Chittenden District

 As I have mentioned in previous updates, I am proud to co-
chair the Legislative Social Equity Caucus with Rep. Kevin 
“Coach” Christie of Hartford. We are one of the larger caucuses in 
the legislature and we aim to root out institutionalized inequality 
and institutionalize equity and inclusion through policy and 
statewide dialogue.

We have watched with concern as a national movement to 
roll back values of equity, fairness, and honesty in education has 
found its way to Vermont under the guise of an important though 
advanced legal framework known as Critical Race Theory (CRT). 
As Secretary of Education Dan French has stated in a letter to 
the Springfield School Board: “If you are concerned about CRT 
being taught in your schools, I think the first step should be to 
determine if it is actually being taught in your schools, not to 
adopt a position statement developed in another state based on 
coordinated, national advocacy.”

Teaching tolerance, equity, inclusion, and justice in our 
schools is not political, and our educators and students need to 
be protected from political interference, especially during an 
ongoing pandemic where our first concern should be student 
safety and well-being. We, therefore, released a statement on 
behalf of the Social Equity Caucus that I wanted to share with 
you: 

“Vermont Legislative Social Equity Caucus Calls for Honest 
and Complete Teaching of United States History in Schools 

“Montpelier, VT — Vermont’s Legislative Social Equity 
Caucus encourages Vermonters to challenge a growing narrative 
coming from outside of our borders that is deliberately using 
fear and division to threaten our world-class education system. 
Teachers and school board members are being harassed at their 
homes and at district meetings as they work to support student 
health, well-being, and societal understanding.

“As our educators engage students in conversations about 
addressing institutionalized and systemic racism in Vermont, 
there is a growing national movement gaining ground in Vermont 
that seeks to install an outdated and dishonest version of history 
in its place. We are developing the strength and muscle as a 
people to learn from our past, to listen and tell stories that are as 
diverse as our nation’s origins, and to use that knowledge to build 
a future in Vermont that is based in equity and inclusivity.

“This is a moment of great opportunity for our state and nation, 
to learn and create a better future. We cannot stay oblivious to the 
facts of the past and deny that history, if we hope to learn from it 
and attract more people to move here in an increasingly diverse, 
multicultural democracy.

“The Vermont Legislative Social Equity Caucus supports the 
teaching of U.S. History uncensored, and believes our youth 

are deserving of the opportunity to honestly reflect and build 
authentic connection to one another. We also trust and support our 
educators and administrators to build a culture of inclusion and 
introspection as they implement Act 1 and build a safe learning 
environment for all students.

“We ourselves, commit to hold up the Vermont Values of 
Community and Civility. With pride, we are working together for 
a better Vermont. We are committed to open, civil debate with a 
respectful tone as a paramount value and priority.

“We ask Vermonters to join us in affirming support of teaching 
history and all subjects with honesty and integrity. We continue 
to grow and strengthen our democracy and our state by doing so. 
Our children deserve no less.”

Refugee Resettlement 
 Town Hall October 19

By Kesha Ram Hinsdale, State Senator
Chittenden District

Among the 46 states welcoming refugees, Vermont has 
received approval to welcome 100 Afghans to our communities 
through the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) Vermont Afghan Placement & Assistance program. In 
addition, Vermont’s newest resettlement agency, the Ethiopian 
Community Development Council (ECDC), has also applied to 
resettle an additional 25 Afghans in Brattleboro, where they have 
opened a new field office. Initially, the first families to arrive will 
be settled by USCRI in Chittenden County, and as the numbers 
of arrivals grow, families will also likely be settled in Rutland.

I have received many inquiries from Vermonters seeking to 
assist with the resettlement process and support for our new 
neighbors. This is an incredible testament to the strength and 
power of our community, and the lessons we have learned from 
being a long-standing refugee resettlement site here in Chittenden 
County. I thank you all for everything you’ve done thus far 
to create welcoming spaces for all Vermonters, and I want to 
express particular gratitude to the refugee and immigrant leaders 
who have already enriched and strengthened our communities.

In order to help folks learn more about refugee resettlement 
and assisting asylum seekers, we will be hosting a Zoom Town 
Hall on Tuesday, October 19 from 5:30 – 6:30 PM.

The conversation will include an update on the current refugee 
resettlement programs, Afghan arrivals in Vermont, employer 
support for refugee workers, and guidance on getting involved 
in our state’s response. It will include introductory remarks from 
U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy, and a panel discussion featuring 
Tracy Dolan, Director of the State Refugee Office; Amila 
Merdzanovic, Director of USCRI Vermont; Joe Wiah, Director of 
the ECDC Multicultural Community Center; and Michele Asch, 
Vice President of Leadership and Organizational Development at 
Twincraft Skincare.

We hope you will join us. Please register here to access the 

Zoom link:
Topic: Refugee Resettlement Town Hall 
Time: October 19, 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM ET 
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /

tZAkcO2vrTouGtwmsTc8nU3KVKwp-BgqQptt
Note: We will also be streaming this event live at http://www.

facebook.com/KeshaRamVT.
As a state, we find ourselves in a unique moment to really 

think about how we welcome and support new Vermonters, not 
just in the next few months, but moving forward. For many, this 
is a moment to think ahead about the infrastructure, housing, 
programs, and networks needed to ensure that everyone is able to 
thrive in our state. For others, it is time to reflect on community, 
what it means to be a Vermonter, and how we can ensure that 
everyone is able to find a place here. 

As we move forward and Afghans begin arriving to safety in 
our Green Mountain State, let’s remember that refugees get to 
hold gratitude, sorrow, and loss all at the same time. They don’t 
owe us instant patriotism or hard work. They are human beings 
who survived endless war and trauma and are now tasked with 
rebuilding their lives from scratch. Please, stay kind as we extend 
a welcoming hand to our new neighbors. 

Vermont State House, Montpelier                      STOCK PHOTO
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Wednesday, October 13 was compost day at the Deborah 
Rawson Memorial Library garden. First, the Master Gardeners 
removed the vegetable plants. Next, a layer of compost was 
added. The compost was generously donated and was beautiful 
quality. Finally, a layer leaves was put on top. All set for winter!                            
                                                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Hours for in-person appointments — call 802-899-4962 to 

schedule: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 7:00 PM; Wednesday 
and Friday, 1:00 – 5:00 PM; Saturday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

Hours for curbside pickup: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 7:30 
PM; Wednesday and Friday, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; Saturday: 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM.

School has started and we want to remind everyone that we are 
asking people to limit their time inside to 30 minutes when they 
visit the library, and everyone over 2 must wear a mask. At this 
time, we do not have any public seating available inside, only 
outside. Please keep this in mind when sending your kids to the 
library after school. We would love to have them stop in but for 
no more than 30 minutes. There will be some special activities 
happening this fall after school so watch our website, www.drml.
org, to register for those. 

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

Youth Programs
Outdoor Story Time (preschool): Tuesdays, 10:30 AM on the 

back lawn of the library. Weather dependent.
Music and Stories with Beth and David London (preschool): 

Friday mornings at 11:00 AM. Join Beth and David on the lawn 
behind the library for music and stories! Weather dependent.

Story Walk (all ages) Starting at the end of the sidewalk on the 
right side of the building and wrapping around the edge of the 
field. Look for a new story almost every month, or reread great 
stories on each visit.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Town Library is fully open, no appointment needed. Tuesday 

10:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays-Fridays 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; note the special evening 
hours on Tuesdays! Masks are suggested for everyone, regardless 
of vaccination status; required for unvaccinated people, including 
kids between 2 and 12.

Since we are now fully reopened, we have suspended curbside 
service. We’re excited to see everyone in-person again!

Family Storytime: Join JTL for storytime every Wednesday 
at 10:30 AM. Most weeks, we share a few favorite books and a 
related craft project. Storytime is intended for children aged 0-5, 
but all are welcome; no registration or appointment needed. Look 
for us on the Town Green every Wednesday! On the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month, we’re joined by Miss Emma 
for a special storytime focused on music and movement, with 
plenty of opportunities to get out some wiggles and giggles!

Please check our website and the notice boards outside of 
the library for updates and more information on programs and 
library services: www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup 

and in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our 
hours are: Tuesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM; Thursdays 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 9:00 AM 
– 3:00 PM; and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM; closed Sunday-
Monday. (Note, hours at the Varnum can vary week to week; 
please check the website to be certain.)

Please review our website for all events: http://www.
varnumlibrary.org/.

Tuesday morning Senior & Retiree Programs at the Varnum! 
Please RSVP to Lesley, lnasemoonspinner@gmail.com, if you 
would like to join us for any of these events! Tuesday, October 
19, 9:00 – 10:00 AM: Mental Health and Wellness. Fostering 
mental health and wellness in your daily life; recognizing stress 
and ways to change your reaction to what is happening around 
you. Tuesday, October 26, 9:00 – 10:00 AM: Things that go Bump 
in the Night. The skill and history of scary movie magic! Join us 
to watch a range of films, from black-and-white to the high tech 
films of today. Tuesday, November 2, 9:00 – 10:00 AM: Book 
Club. The first book in the book club is Three Can Keep a Secret, 
an older book by Vermont author Archer Mayor. What could be 
more fitting for Halloween and All Saints Day than a complex 
mystery involving two corpses, one mental patient, and a long-
held secret that binds them together. This book was written after 
tropical storm Irene.

Wednesday, October 20, 6:30 PM: Mountain View Cemetery 
Gravestone Symbology, at Mountain View Cemetery.

Tuesday, October 26, 6:30 PM: CCLA meeting; 7:30 PM: 
Board Meeting, 

Halloweeen at the Varnum, Sunday, October 31, 6:30 PM.
Parents group at the Varnum, hosted with the guidance of a 

former nurse in kids and maternal health and the NICU, lactation 

consultant, and childbirth educator. She is willing to meet with 
members of our community to answer questions or just get 
together for support to new parents. More details to come. If you 
are interested in this initiative and would like more information, 
please email Courtney at cmilacqua@gmail.com.

Please let us know how we can assist you by emailing us at 
varnumrequests@gmail.com or calling us at 644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The library hours of operation (meaning come in and browse 

the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, etc.): Tuesdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 
AM – 7:00 PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are 
welcome, children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If 
you feel you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please 
email Bree at the library and we can work something out. We 
want nothing to impede you from using the library.

Masks are no longer required for fully vaccinated individuals. 
You are welcome to continue wearing a mask as a personal 
choice. We are continuing to require masks for all unvaccinated 
or not fully vaccinated visitors while you are indoors. This 
includes children aged 2-11, who cannot be vaccinated at this 
time. Infants and toddlers aged 2 and younger are not required 
to wear a mask. Masks are not required at any of our outside 
programs.

Thursdays, 11:15 AM, on the Common: Outside Early Literacy 
Storytime, birth to pre-school. Bring a blanket and lunch. We 
will sing songs, read stories, move and have fun! Crafts can be 
picked up as well. If weather is bad, storytime will be cancelled.  
October 28: Halloween — wear your costume if you’d like! No 
storytime on October 21. 

Tuesdays after school in October: Coloring Club! Great for 
grades 3-5! Kids can ride Bus #3, with note from home. Meets 
afterschool until 5:00 PM. Snack included. Sign up required, 
masks are required. Coloring is relaxing and fun; we will work 
on a variety of projects using a variety of mediums. Perfect for 
kids focused on coloring, art, and crafts.

Fridays, through December 17: Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8’s 
Math Club for grades K-12. This after school Math Club is 
sponsored by Bedtime Math, with hands-on activities to help 
reinforce math skills. Moderators lead the clubs around an 
action-packed curriculum. Bus transport provided from school 
(Bus #3). Class ends at 4:30 PM; pickup your child at the Library 
between 4:30 – 5:00 PM. Your child should plan to attend all 
classes; best behavior is expected. Permission slips and more 
information emailed home to those who sign up. Masks required. 
No classes October 22 and November 26.

Thursdays, 6:30 PM: Fiber Arts Group meets in person at the 
library.

Wednesday, October 27, 7:00 PM: Adult Book Group, on Zoom 
(link published on FPF, sent via email, and on our Facebook page). 
Discussing Still Lives with author Maria Hummel. Kim Lord is 
an avant–garde figure, feminist icon, and agent provocateur in 
the L.A. art scene. Her ground-breaking new exhibition Still 
Lives is comprised of self–portraits depicting herself as famous, 
murdered women ― the Black Dahlia, Chandra Levy, Nicole 
Brown Simpson, among many others ― and the works are as 
compelling as they are disturbing, implicating a culture that is 
too accustomed to violence against women. Except Kim Lord 
never shows up to her own gala.

Saturday, October 30: Trick or Treat at the Library all day! 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, come by the library in costume and get 
a treat!

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month (November 3), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, 
on the third Saturday (November 20), 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With 
increased openings, they need more inventory! The Westford 
Public Library has food collection bins at all curbside pickups 
from now on. These bins are for non-perishable food and 
household items.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Fairfax Community Library is getting ready for fall! The 

library is looking more like usual with seating areas, new books, 
and book displays. We are moving forward with our programming 
as well while following safety guidelines and library protocols. 

The library is open to public patrons after 3:00 PM on 
weekdays, in a coordinated effort with the BFA-Fairfax School 
to keep our community safe. The library hours will be Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays 3:00 – 5:30 PM; Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 3:00 – 7:00 PM; and Saturdays 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. 

We are asking everyone to please wear a face mask in the 
library. To help meet the needs of all library users, Curbside 
Pickup Services will be provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM upon request.

Please contact the library if you have any questions or to 
register for a program. 

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required. 
Please sign up at least one week before the program date! Call 
849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

Youth events

Jericho Town Library provides delivery services to anyone 
who is homebound (permanently or temporarily) and cannot 
come to the library to pick up their books in person. Patrons can 
request materials via phone, email, or a snail mail paper form. 
We make deliveries between 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month, and patrons can return 
books at that time as well.

The community’s health is our priority: for everyone’s safety, 
deliveries are completely contactless and outdoors. We will leave 
materials in a Jericho Town Library canvas tote bag just outside 
the door (in a dry, safe space as best we can). We ask patrons to 
leave materials that they would like to return in a tote bag outside 
so we can collect them easily. The delivery driver will not be able 
to enter patrons’ homes.

All anyone needs in order to qualify for this resource is to 

be a Jericho resident who cannot currently leave their home, for 
whatever reason. We can easily issue a Jericho Town Library 
card if they do not already have one. You can reach us or ask 
for a paper request form to be mailed to someone at library@
jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 802-899-4686.

Jericho Town Library knows that this has been an incredibly 
difficult time for many, especially our community’s seniors. 
We’re hoping to reach all the people we can with this service, 
so please share widely with anybody who may benefit from it.

The Homebound Access Service is made possible by the 
help of our volunteer delivery drivers. We offer this resource 
in collaboration with nearby organizations like the Jeri Hill 
community, Age Well Vermont, SASH  (Cathedral Square’s 
Support and Services at Home), and SSTA (Special Services 
Transportation Agency).

Jericho Town Library offers delivery for homebound town residents

Tuesday, October 19, 9:30 AM, and Wednesday, October 27, 
10:30 AM: Preschool Story Time. Join us for stories and songs! 
We will meet outside on the middle school lawn. Please bring 
a blanket or something to sit on, and don’t forget to wear your 
masks and keep social distancing guidelines in mind! Before you 
leave, pick up an activity to make at home!

Wednesday, October 20, 3:00 PM: Mummy Luminaries. 
Mummify some candleholders to create some cute mummy 
luminaries! Ages 8 and up. Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.
com or call 802-849-2420 to register!

Tuesday, October 19, 3:10 PM: STEM Club. Meet up each 
month for STEM Club with Erica Green! Space is limited, so 
please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 802-849-2420 to 
sign up. Ages 9-12

Family events
Through October 23: Halloween candy donations. The library 

is collecting Halloween candy to help homes in high-traffic 
areas keep up with all the trick-or-treaters! If you would like 
to donate candy, feel free to drop it off during library hours. To 
sign up to receive donations, please contact 802-849-2420 or 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com. The deadline is Saturday, October 
23!

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Mask up, please! Everyone entering the Library is required 

to wear a face mask regardless of vaccination status. As a 
community library we value the privacy and safety of all our 
patrons.

New hours: the Library’s hours have changed as follows: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM; 
Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 
PM. Our webpage, Facebook and email reflect this information 
and we will be changing physical signage soon.

The Friends of the Richmond Free Library are having a book 
sale! The Friends were unable to hold a book sale in February 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A sale has been scheduled for 
Friday, October 22, 5:30 – 8:30 PM and Saturday, 9:00 AM – 3:00 
PM. The Library is accepting donations of gently used and clean 
items. Bring donations to the main circulation desk for review. 
Please, no textbooks, encyclopedias, magazines, dictionaries, 
condensed books, or out-of-date materials. Volunteers are 
needed; please let us know if you’d like to help with the sale.

Fall Youth Programs, with ongoing COVID precautions 
in place as needed. Program details are below. Weekly youth 
programs at the Library run September-May and follow the 
MMUUSD school district schedule for vacation days and 
weather closure days.

Baby Laptime: This short, active storytime is for our youngest 
little book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll look at picture 
books, sing simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing and 
sometimes get out the shakers and scarves. Designed for infants 
and early toddlers.

Storytime and Playgroup: The good times kick off with stories, 
songs, and shakers; then, the toys and art supplies come out for 
free play and crafts. Co-sponsored by the Lund Center. Kids 
from infant-5 and their grown ups are invited to join us in the 
community room on Wednesdays from 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Contact us at 434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or rfl@
gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 878-6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Our online resources and services are always open. All 

you need is your library card. Don’t have a library card? 
Request a virtual library e-card today to access our ebook 
and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com
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Outsmart
Winter.
Make your home more cozy and 
reduce your carbon footprint

Join us virtually for Weatherization Wednesdays 
 throughout October to learn more!

ButtonUpVermont.org

Scott Schultz – Smooth Operator
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
This article is about a young boy who grew into a respected 

Chief Warrant Officer in the Coast Guard. Scott has been and still 
is my son’s best friend. We bought a large lot and built a house 
in a new development in Lagrange, NY in 1962. The Schultz’s 
built their house two doors down from us when my son Doug 
and Scott were both in third grade. They were always together, 
usually at our house, reading comic books in the basement, 
picking apples in the nearby apple orchard, or getting chased out 
by the orchard caretaker. 

Both boys played Pop Warner football and did track in junior 
high. Both took woodshop as an elective and were entertained by 
their fellow classmates. They were both good kids, and I don’t 
remember either one of them getting in trouble. Their woodshop 
teacher was interesting. His right hand had only two digits: a 
thumb and a little finger. He acted like a pushover, but they soon 
learned he was far from that. One of the students put glue on 
a stool, and another student sat on it and got stuck. When the 
teacher found out who the perpetrator was, he lifted him out of 
his seat with his right hand. He grabbed the top of the kid’s head 
with his thumb and little finger and dropped the kid on the floor. 
He didn’t have any more trouble with that group.

Scott says that he was an average student, and that Dougie was 
a good student, especially in English. In fact, Doug still keeps in 
touch with his high school English teacher, Mrs. Kern. By the 
time they were in high school, Scott started playing basketball 
and ran track, while Doug moved on to soccer, but they still spent 
a lot of time together. Scott was always very respectful of others 
and was like another son to my wife and me. Scott’s father Dick 
became one of my best friends as well. After my warehouse had 
a fire, Dick was one of the first people to ask what he could do 
to help.

One summer Dougie and Scott came up to Vermont to help 
my parents paint their house. My father, who never gave out 
compliments, said that Scott was by far the best painter and 
was an excellent worker. He said that Dougie got more paint on 
himself that he did on the wall. Dougie went on to college and 
became a high school English teacher, earned a master’s degree, 
and has published several books. Scott joined the Coast Guard 
right after high school and recently retired after more than 30 
years serving our country. He now manages the Officer’s Club at 
the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, CT, and visits 
Vermont every chance he gets.

Next column: Part 2: Scott Schultz, U.S. Coast Guard 30 years

About crows
By Joe Nelson

Two black shadows glided to the ground beneath the bird 
feeders and began to saunter about, picking up cracked corn and 
sunflower seed. I was by the parlor picture window overlooking 
the lawn when the crows arrived. Watching them took me back to 

my boyhood days on my grandfather’s farm so many years ago.
My mom called the farm “Up Home,” but its real name was 

Cedar Crest Farm. Surrounded by fields, the house and the farm 
buildings were strung out on a ridge shaped like an upside down 
canoe. Some people called it Canoe Hill. Cedar trees grew on the 
slopes of the hill, except for the cliff. Grandpa said the cliff was 
once a quarry, where the town took shale to repair roads. There’s 
a ledge halfway up the cliff I used to climb to. The ledge was a 
great thinking place, especially if I wanted to be by myself.

From my thinking place, I could see way out across the fields 
to the highway and the railroad tracks. The fields were like 
the squares on a checkerboard. The exciting sight was when 
passenger trains rushed by huffing black smoke, and whistling 
for the crossing.

The best times, though, are when nothing happened but the 
crows. They flew from place to place in a little black cloud. 
Sometimes, when the wind is right, I could hear squawking and 
clacking among them.

I watched the crows arrive at a hilltop way beyond the road and 
railroad tracks across from me. From there, they went north for 
a spot far in the distance. Then they flew back to a huge tree in 
Grandpa’s woodlot. The crows always seemed to fly to the same 
places every day. Someday, after my chores, I wanted to be near 
Grandpa’s big tree when the flock arrived.

***
“Grandpa, tell me about crows.”
“You want to know about crows?” asked Grandpa as he sat 

back in his old wicker rocking chair. He pulled a plug of chewing 
tobacco out of his shirt pocket, bit off a piece, and chewed while 
pulling an empty Crisco can a little closer with his foot.

“Crows are devils on crops, ’specially, corn. They’re worse 
than woodchucks, ’cause they’re smart and they’ve got wings.

“You’ve seen that flock that flies around here? They’re lookin’ 
for food and markin’ their territory. When they see a fresh-turned 
field, they drop on it and clean it of seeds and sprouts. You’ve 
got to be on guard against them all the time ’til your crop is up.”

“They have territory, Grandpa?”
“Oh, yes. A crow flock has territory that it guards against other 

crows, and it has a boss crow to lead ’em. It’s a pecking order, just 
like chickens and cows. Just like people. The strongest, smartest 
crow is head crow.”

“Grandpa, when they’re in that big old tree in the wood lot, I 
hear them cawing among themselves, just like they’re talking.”

“That’s what you heard, youngster; crow talk. They have 
a call for everything that concerns ’em. If you hear ’em really 
squawking up a storm it could be ’cause they’ve spied a cat or a 
fox, or an owl. They’ll tease a cat or a fox but they hate an owl 
real bad.

“Owls are the crow’s weakness. They’ll attack a perched owl 
’til he flies, then they’ll chase him out of their territory. A man can 
set up a stuffed owl and call the crows. They’ll go for the stuffed 
owl and ignore a man shooting at them.

“Now if you’re planning on hunting crows without an owl, 
watch out for the sentry crows. They sit in high places to warn 
of danger while the rest of the flock feed. When they holler, the 

whole flock leaves.”
“I’d sure like to be there, Grandpa, when they land in the 

woodlot.”
Grandpa spat a brown stream of tobacco juice into his Crisco 

can and wiped his chin. “If you can sneak up on a flock of crows,” 
he said, “I’ll give you a dollar for every one you shoot.”

He’s smiling, like he doesn’t think I can do it.
“The big tree,” said Grandpa, “I wonder if that isn’t the 

Judgment Tree.”
“Judgment Tree?” I asked.
“It’s an old story from way back. In crow territory there’s 

always a big tree that the flock uses as a home place. When a 
crow breaks crow law, the flock holds court there. The head crow 
is the judge, and the flock is the jury. The flock fills that tree — 
every branch has a line of crows on it. The sinner sits on a branch 
by himself.

“The judge speaks, and the flock gabbles crow talk. If the 
defendant is found guilty, he’s driven away by the flock, or the 
flock kills him.”

“Oh!” I said.
“I don’t know anybody who has seen it,” said Grandpa, as he 

got out of his chair and slid the Crisco can under it, “but that’s the 
story of the crow’s Judgment Tree. I’ve got to get to work now.”

***
I finished my chores, tied Trooper in the basement, got 

grandpa’s shotgun, and left the house by the basement back door. 
I headed into the woods behind the garage and the two-holer.

The wood lot and the crow tree are on another ridge separated 
from the home place by a wide field left unplowed ’cause it’s 
always too wet. I had to pass through young cedar trees to 
get to the swampy places. Spiders lace the trees together with 
their webs. The spiders on them had white bodies shaped like 
raspberries. I hated the idea of having them in my clothes so I 
carried grandpa’s gun in front of me to collect the webs on it 
instead of on me.

After splashing through the wet places, I climbed the ridge 
through oak saplings and blackberry bushes. On top, you have 
to walk carefully over stone that looks like poured oatmeal. The 
stone is full of fossils and the crevices are filled with leaves. 
Don’t step in the leaves ’cause you don’t know how deep the 
crevices are.

I finally got to the big tree. It was an oak standing at the edge 
of a little meadow. A thicket of staghorn sumac stood next to the 
meadow. I crept into the thicket and found it to be lined with soft 
dry grass. I lay still, hearing only locusts singing and chickadees 
chirping as they fluttered among the tree branches. I rested from 
my long walk while I waited for the crows.

I was startled awake surrounded by crows cawing and landing 
in the tree and on the ground in front of me. I stayed very still, 
watching the flock settle in. It was like a big family.

Baby crows followed their parents around, mewling to be fed, 
wings spread and beaks open. A parent would pick something 
out of the grass and stuff it into an open mouth. I’d heard that 

Community columns continued on page 9
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LEGAL NOTICES

Town of Jericho 
PLANNING + ZONING OFFICE 

 PO Box 39 (67 VT Rte. 15), Jericho VT  05465    |   www.jerichoVT.gov 
 

                    TO:  Mountain Gazette:  Legal notices  
 From: Chris Flinn 
  Jericho Planning + Zoning Office 
  P.O. Box 39, Jericho, VT  05465 

 Date: 10-12 -2021 

 Phone: 802.899.2287 x 104 

 e-mail: cflinn@jerichovt.gov   

 
Please include the following public meeting notice in the Classified Section (Legal Notices) of  

Publication date: October 20th  
 
NOTE:  Please e-mail cflinn@jerichovt.gov with any questions- Thank You! 

*** 
TOWN OF JERICHO- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on WEDNESDAY 
November 10, 2021 at the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following. 
 

 
• A request to the DRB by Chris Ardovino for a final plat review for a 3 lot PUD.  This 

property is located at 89 Raceway Road which is in the  Rural Agricultural 
Residential Zoning District. 

•  A request to the DRB by Brenda and Lee Charron for a final plat review for 
a nine-lot PUD.  The property is located at 316 VT Route 15 which is in 
the Forestry Zoning District. 

 
 

 
All interested persons may appear and be heard. Additional information related to this application 
may be viewed at the Jericho Planning and Zoning Office during regular business hours.  

 
Chris Flinn 
Zoning Administrator 
cflinn@jerichovt.gov 
 

*** 

crows, like Canada geese, mate for life. I was watching little 
crow families doing family stuff.

Suddenly a crow called from a treetop and the whole flock 
was in the air. Then here came Trooper, barking with joy, having 
found me.

I’m sorry Grandpa, but I won’t be shooting any crows after 
what I saw.

***
Here it is, years later, and I haven’t shot a crow. It was easy not 

to because I don’t have fields of crops to protect.
Crows started coming to our bird feeders and because we 

didn’t chase them, they began to arrive in larger numbers until 
we had whole families of them, including in-laws. Like a family, 
baby crows followed their parents around, mewling to be fed, 
wings spread and beaks open.

I had tossed a few peanuts in the shell on the lawn and around 
the feeder pole and a crow found one. He picked it up in his 
bill and resembling an elderly Amishman with his hands clasped 
behind his back, he tottered around among the flock showing off 
his find. His viewers would flap and clack their admiration.

After that beginning, each morning when we replenished the 
feeders, Ruth or I would spread more peanuts. Each morning, 
more and more of the little Amish men would find a peanut and 
show it off. Then they’d fly to a tree branch to break the shell and 
gobble the nuts. Soon the whole neighborhood had its share of 
peanut shell fragments.

We had a few seasons of the crow family gatherings and then 
they stopped coming, now arriving only in twos and threes, but 
we still have memories of those good seasons.

Why leave the leaves?
By Bernie Paquette

Read about how leaf litter, and plant debris along with native 
plantings under trees, provide critical shelter and habitat for one 
or more life cycles of moths, butterflies, and beneficial insects 
such as bumblebees, fireflies, lacewings, and beetles. Other 
benefits are improved soil, food for songbirds, and pollinators.

Read more in this illustrated article on Keystone plants and 
soft landings by Wild Ones Minnesota, ©2021 Heather Holm 
and Neighborhood Greening; developed in consultation with 
Desiree Narango, Ph.D.; artwork by Elsa Cousins: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . p o l l i n a t o r s n a t i v e p l a n t s . c o m /
uploads/1/3/9/1/13913231/softlandingskeystonehandout.pdf.

Community columns continued from page 7

Mills Riverside Park’s Board has vacancies from the Town of Jericho as well as the Town of Underhill. Mills Riverside Park is managed by an all-volunteer board and each member is important. 
If you enjoy the Park and would like to know more about these positions, please contact jupdistrict@gmail.com.                                                                                         PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
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David A. Mitchell, a.k.a. “Gonzo,” 
died unexpectedly in his Huntington, VT 
home on Thursday, September 30, 2021 
after a long battle with cancer. He was 
born on August 19, 1962 and graduated 
from Mount Mansfield Union High 
School in Jericho, VT. David worked hard 
his whole life as a carpenter and as a meat 
processor at Harrington’s (in Richmond, 
VT). He truly was a jack-of –all-trades. An 
avid outdoorsman, David loved hunting 
and fishing. He also enjoyed watching 
movies and spending time with family and 

friends. He was loved by all who knew him. David is survived by 
his children Michael, Chelsea, and Amanda Mitchell, as well as 
grandchildren Serinna, Jayce, and Nathan. He is also survived by 
his sister Mary and her husband Robin Muir. He was predeceased 
by his father Lawrence Mitchell, his mother Agnes Smith, and 
his brother Douglas Mitchell. A graveside service will be held on 
Friday, October 22, 2021, 1:00 PM, at Pleasant View Cemetery 
in Randolph,VT. Arrangements are in care of Gifford Funeral 
Home, 22 Depot Street, Richmond, VT.

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of Robert “Frank” 
Kilburn, 83, of Jericho, VT, on Friday, 
October 8, 2021. He was born on July 17, 
1938 in Jeffersonville, VT to Robert D. 
and Florence (Root) Kilburn. Frank grew 
up and attended school in Westford, VT. 
He served his country in the United States 
Marine Corps and later went on to work 
as a self-employed welder. On August 8, 
1959, Frank married Betty Ann Bascom 
in Colchester, VT. Together they raised 
three children; Robert, Douglas, and Lisa. 

Frank and Betty made many happy memories together during 
their 62 years of marriage. Frank enjoyed music and especially 
loved to sing and play guitar. He was also an avid outdoorsman 
with a passion for hunting, fishing, golf, and softball. Most of all 
Frank enjoyed spending time with family and friends and will 
be greatly missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him. 
Left to cherish Frank’s memory are his wife Betty; daughter Lisa 
Webber; brothers Albert Kilburn, Louis Kilburn, Bruce Kilburn, 
and sister Gail Kilburn; grandchildren Kasey and Trever Kilburn, 
Errin Jensen, Jayson Webber, Christopher Webber, and Kallie 
Webber. He was predeceased by his sons Robert and Douglas 
Kilburn; his brothers Ronald Kilburn, Norman Kilburn, Winston 
Kilburn, and Roger Kilburn; and sister Valetta Leduc. The family 
would like to thank the staff at Bayada Home Healthcare for the 
amazing care given to Frank these last four years. We will never 
forget the support and consideration they provided our family 
during challenging times. We would also like to thank the nursing 

Hiring Now!
Immediate openings.  

Full-time and part-time
Days, early evening, & weekend

Manufacturing
Call Center
Warehouse

Apply in person
210 East Main Street, Richmond, VT

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PEOPLE - OBITUARIES

staff at Birchwood Terrace Healthcare. In addition to caring for 
Frank’s physical needs, it was heartwarming to know that many 
of the staff enjoyed spending time engaging with him. The extra 
time they spent watching Westerns and laughing along with our 
loved one, whom they affectionally called “Uncle Frank,” meant 
a lot to our family. Services for Frank were held at the Corbin 
and Palmer Funeral Home, 9 Pleasant Street, Essex Junction, VT, 
on Thursday, October 14, 2021 with burial following at Pleasant 
View Cemetery in Westford. In lieu of flowers, please consider a 
donation to The Alzheimers Association of VT, 300 Cornerstone 
Dr., Williston, VT.

Marcia Mae (Congdon) Rosberg, 85, 
passed away on Wednesday, September 28, 
2021, at University of Vermont Medical 
Center in Burlington, VT. She was born in 
Foxborough, MA on May 6, 1936, daughter 
of the late Creighton and Mabel (Kuld) 
Congdon. Marcia carried fond memories of 
her childhood in rural Foxborough, where 
she attended school and graduated from 
Foxborough High School. She recalled 
playing in the brook and forest on the 
property of her childhood home and finding 
joy and inspiration there. A self-taught and 

prolific artist, Marcia had a passion for art from a young age. Her 
high school art teacher selected her to participate in a weekend 
art study program at MassArt in Boston, MA, fueling a lifelong 
career as an artist. Marcia married her beloved husband Norman 
Rosberg on January 14, 1954, and the two were devoted to one 
another and their family throughout 67 years of marriage. Marcia 
and Norman moved to Vermont in 1967 and built their home in 
Jericho, VT in 1969. The couple raised six children there and 
enjoyed the bountiful and pastoral property that served as a 
source of inspiration throughout Marcia’s adult life. Devoted 
to her family, Marcia found great joy in hosting gatherings 
with her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren for 
holidays and special occasions. She valued taking and collecting 
family photographs. She often gifted photographs, artwork, and 
handmade holiday cards to her loved ones. A kind and generous 
soul, Marcia enjoyed cooking, reading, gardening, and her cats, 
and her family will always remember her love for chocolate 
cake. Marcia was well known in Vermont as an accomplished 
and prize-winning artist and she held numerous shows in local 
galleries and libraries. She was a member of the Northern 
Vermont Artist Association and the National Museum of Women 
in the Arts. Marcia volunteered as an art teacher at Jericho 
Elementary School and often gave back to the community 
through her art. Marcia participated annually in the Vermont 
Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend where she could showcase 
the beautiful building that her husband transformed from his old 
workshop into an art studio. In her cherished, light-filled studio, 
Marcia worked primarily with oil paints and dabbled in acrylics, 

in-law Rick Lefebvre, of Milton, VT; 12 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; and numerous 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends. She is predeceased by her 
son Wayne Rosberg; daughter Denise Rosberg; brother, David 
Congdon; sister Janet Congdon; and her daughter-in-law Anne 
Marie Rosberg. Visiting hours were held on Thursday, October 
7, 2021 at A W Rich Funeral Home, Essex Chapel. A graveside 
service was held on Friday, October 8, 2021 in the family lot in 
Jericho Center Cemetery. The family is respectfully requesting 
masks to be worn. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Vermont Foodbank. Please visit awrfh.com to share your 
memories and condolences.

Aimee (Woodruff) Hutchins Baizley, 92, passed away on 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 at Franklin County Health 
Rehab in St. Albans, VT. She was born in Jericho, VT on June 
18, 1929, daughter of the late George Woodruff and Eva (Terril) 

Woodruff. Aimee attended Jericho schools 
and the University of Vermont, Burlington, 
VT. At a dance at the Chicken Coop dance 
hall in Underhill Center, VT Aimee met a 
handsome soldier named Roy Hutchins, 
who she would marry on October 4, 1947. 
She moved to Roy’s farm in Pleasant Valley, 
where they raised their four children. 
Aimee was a farmer’s wife while at the 
same time serving on the Cambridge (VT) 
School Board and running her family’s 
maple sugar and candy business, Browns 
River Maple products, with her brother-in-
law and close friend Bill Bister. Roy passed 

away in 1984. Aimee stayed on the farm where she would walk 
every morning “around the block.” One day she was joined in 
her walk by a gentleman named Ken Baizley from Maine who 
was visiting his son in the Valley. A romance transpired and 
they were married in 1988. Ken and Aimee divided their time 
between Pleasant Valley and Spring Hill, FL. In later years they 
moved to Gazebo apartments in South Burlington, VT, where 
Ken passed away in 2015. Aimee later moved to Franklin County 
Health and Rehab in Saint Albans. Aimee will be remembered 
by her family and friends as always having a smile on her face. 
She was an avid gardener, played the organ at the Cambridge 
Congregational church, made the best apple cream pies and 
baked beans, and worked for many years at the Cambridge Town 
Clerk’s office. Aimee is survived by her four children and their 
families: Frank O. Hutchins (Donna), their daughter Ellie Hull 
(Troy) and their children Drake and Haley; Amy Curry (John) 
their children Ethan and Jenna; Frank Hutchins, Jr. (Heather) and 
their children Chase and Skylar; Alicia Hutchins (Bill Connell) 
and their daughter Joannie; George W. Hutchins, (Nancy) 
their children Roy Hutchins (Trista), their children Owen and 
Emily; G. Michael Hutchins (Kim); Bruce T. Hutchins (Jeanne) 
children Jennifer Smithers (Gregory) and their daughter Grace; 
Jonathan Hutchins (Christine) and their child James; Nicholas 
Jabour (Nikki) their son Kalamack; Michael Jabour (Alissa); 
daughter Kathy M. Hutchins (George B. Potter); several nieces, 
nephews, and cousins, and special friend, Janet Smithers. Aimee 
was predeceased by her sisters Norma Woodruff and Joyce 
Bister. The family would like to thank the staff at Franklin 
County Health and Rehab for the care and friendship they gave 
Aimee and the entire family, especially during COVID when 
they would every weekday at 1:30 PM help Aimee to Skype 
with her children. A memorial service was held, where masks 
were respectfully requested, on Wednesday October 6, 2021 at 
Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville, VT UCC, with 
Rev. Devon Thomas officiating. A private burial for family only 
followed. Memorial contributions in Aimee’s memory may be 
made to Habitat for Humanity (Lamoille County) P.O. Box 1306, 
Morrisville, VT 05661, or Mariatus Hope, Inc. P.O. Box 2846, 
Haines City, FL 33845-2846. Please visit awrfh.com to share 
your memories and condolences.

watercolors, and pastels. She 
would jokingly remark that 
her studio could never be big 
enough, for she had a habit of 
filling wall space quickly. Nature 
was the primary inspiration for 
Marcia’s work and her early 
paintings illustrated nature in 
its most realistic form. After 
taking a class called “Painting 
from the Spiritual Center” with 
Cami Davis at the University 
of Vermont, Marcia described 
having a different outlook and 
enjoyed portraying forest floors 
with bright colors and blue 
prancing deer, and painting 
her signature birds’ nests with 
unconventional colors and style. 
Marcia is survived by her loving 
husband Norman Rosberg of 
Jericho, VT; sons Glenn Rosberg 
of Massachusetts, Keith Rosberg 
and Mary Ellen of Texas, and 
Neil Rosberg and Heide of Essex 
Junction, VT; daughter Loreen 
Hitchcock of Springfield, VT; 
daughter-in-law Eva Rosberg 
of Jeffersonville, VT; son-

There was a celebration 
of life for Jack Aldrich 
— husband, father, 
grandfather and friend 
— on Saturday, October 
16, at the Second 
Congregational Church, 
Jeffersonville, VT.

Memorable Times Online, 
International Edition: November 3

Central Vermont Council on Aging
Friendships are growing between Memorable Times Online, 

central Vermont’s local memory café, and similar groups in 
Scotland! In 2021, two joint sessions have been held online, 
each piloting a special international program: Jukebox Days in 
February, and Screen Memories in June. A third, Good Days, is 
coming up next!

Good Days is an interactive live event produced by Memories 
International of Austin, TX and Falkirk, Scotland. This program 
was created to spark pleasant memories from the 1950s and 
1960s to get participants talking and having fun. It is specially 
designed for people living with memory loss to attend and enjoy 
along with their care partner.

On Wednesday, November 3, 10:30 – 11:30 AM, we will again 
join with folks in Scotland via ZOOM to revisit songs, television, 
movies, and culture from years ago. The program is free and 
warmly welcomes new participants. Registration by noon 
on Thursday, October 28 is required to receive the link to the 
November 3 event. Please contact Barb Asen at Central Vermont 
Council on Aging (CVCOA) for more information or to register: 
basen@cvcoa.org or 802-476-2681.

Memorable Times Online is the virtual memory café 
partnership between Central Vermont Council on Aging and the 
ABLE Library of the Vermont Department of Libraries. This 
dementia-friendly program is part of the memory café movement 
growing all around the world. Get in touch with CVCOA to find 
out more!

Financial Aid 
1-2-3: FAFSA, 
VT Grants and 
Scholarships

Don’t miss out on money for 
college or training. Now’s the 
time to apply, and the Vermont 
Student Assistance Corporation 
(VSAC) can help! Learn about 
and complete your financial 
aid forms with VSAC’s help. 
Attend a virtual workshop, view 
free webinars, connect one-on-
one with counselors, and apply 
for all available aid.

For more information, go 
online to https://www.vsac.org/
pay/student-aid-options.

“Two things are infinite: 
the universe and human 
stupidity; and I’m not 

sure about the 
universe.”

― Albert Einstein
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SPORTS NEWS

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more 
information 

or email 
mtngazette@gmavt.net.

Preschool swim lessons 
at Smuggs

Join in on the fun! Youngsters age 3-5 can learn how to swim 
at Smugglers’ Notch Resort! American Red Cross-certified water 
safety instructors will teach kids how to have fun and be safe in 
the water!

The sessions run on Fridays, October 22-November 19, 10:30 
– 11:00 AM, at the Courtside Pool at Smugglers’ Notch Resort. 
Space is limited. Cost: $60 Cambridge/Jeffersonville resident 
(after Recreation Board subsidy); for non-resident, $80.

To register, go online to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSdIc7M2ZtURVomyNIjnr_9FptPapucVJmssZC-
5i9W58Azw_A/viewform

Please mail (U.S. Postal Service mail) a check made out to the 
“Town of Cambridge” to:

Smugglers’ Notch Resort, Attn: Emily Boek, Aquatics, 4323 
VT Rt. 108 South, Jeffersonville, VT 05464-9537.

Parent & Me Soccer in Westford
Westford kids under 4 and their parent(s) are welcome to 

come to the Westford Elementary School on the third Sunday, 
November 21, to play soccer! There will be fun games and drills 
hosted by the Westford Recreation Department.
The link to register online is at https://westfordvt.us/recreation/. 

Students look to raise $50K 
for American Cancer Society

Support UVM students, faculty, and community members in 
the fight against cancer on Saturday, November 6 on the Davis 
Center Green, UVM Campus, Burlington from 12:00 – 6:00 PM 
for the Third Annual Relay for Life. Honor those who’ve been 
affected by cancer by donating today.

For more information, go online to https://secure.acsevents.
org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY21NER?pg=entry&fr_
id=100677.

Grizzly Man [R] Thursday, April 21, 7:00 PM. Director 
Werner Herzog delivers a heartrending docudrama that centers 
on amateur grizzly bear expert Timothy Treadwell, who 
periodically journeyed to Alaska to study and live with the bears. 
He was killed, along with his girlfriend Amie Huguenard, by a 
bear in October 2003. Winner of the 2006 Directors Guild of 
America Award for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in 
Documentary, Grizzly Man is an epic tale of the profound and 
fraught relationship between a man and the animals he dared to 
befriend.

The Rider [R] Thursday, May 12, 7:00 PM. The highly 
acclaimed second feature from Oscar-winning director Chloe 
Zhao tells the poignant story of a young rodeo cowboy who, after 
suffering a near fatal head injury, begins a search for new identity, 
seeking to know what it means to be a man in the heartland of 
America. Focusing on life in the indigenous community of 
the Pine Ridge reservation, Zhao offers a penetrating vision 
of masculinity and humility set in a world where humans and 
animals intimately co-exist.

For more information about MNFF Selects and the Festival: 
http://www.middfilmfest.org.

BCA celebrates Burlington’s Percent for Public Art 
Ordinance. On June 28, the Burlington City Council unanimously 
passed the Percent for Public Art Ordinance, which sets aside 
1% of City of Burlington capital project budgets for public art, 
funded wholly or in part by the City of Burlington. This measure 
brings a new, permanent funding source to the city’s public art 
projects. With this ordinance, public funds will directly support 
artists in designing, implementing, and integrating art into 
public projects. The ordinance also supports the administration 
of the public art process and establishes funds for the long-term 
maintenance of the city’s public art collection.

Under the ordinance, the 1% that the city sets aside from 
an eligible capital project can be used to incorporate public art 
into that project, or the funds could be pooled in the Percent 
for Public Art Fund for a future project. Allocations will be 
proposed through the annual budgeting process by the Executive 
Director of Burlington City Arts (BCA), based on input from 
the Public Art Committee of the BCA Board of Advisors, and 
in coordination with city capital project managers. The Public 
Art Committee will update and oversee guidelines related to the 
selection, management, and maintenance of the art. The criteria 
for public art selection includes requirements to ensure that the 
city’s public art and artists reflect the cultural, racial, and ethnic 
diversity of the city. For each public art project, a Public Art 
Review Panel (PARP) of arts professionals and stakeholders will 
be established to select an artist. Panelists will be chosen based 
on their skill sets and ability to bring multiple perspectives to 
the selection process, including from a range of races, gender 
identities, socio-economic backgrounds, ages and abilities.

Omega Jade presents Rhyme & UnReason, a beautiful mix 
of comedy and hip hop, presented by Omega Jade; sponsored 
by the Alchemist. Join us in-person or via livestream at the 
Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center on Saturday, October 23 
at 7:30 PM. For more information and to buy tickets, go online 
to https://www.sprucepeakarts.org/events/omega-jades-rhyme-
and-unreason/. 

BCA, Signal Kitchen launch New Year’s Eve Bright Ideas 
Project. The Bright Ideas Project is starting the countdown to 
New Year’s Eve 2021. Burlington City Arts (BCA) and Signal 
Kitchen are looking for Vermonters to submit their event ideas 
for Highlight, the City’s New Year’s Eve celebration.

Proudly powered by VSECU, the Bright Ideas Project is 
Highlight’s way of crowd-sourcing amazing performance ideas 
from across Vermont, with up to $8000 provided to support 
contributors’ ingenious projects.

Events can have elements of music, art, technology, food, 
volunteering, fundraising, networking, or any other interesting 
concepts. Happenings of all sizes will be considered. 2021 
celebrations include virtual, in-person, and hybrid events, 
with both virtual and in-person components. Applicants are 
encouraged to be creative and find ways to positively impact and 
connect our wonderful community.

Each selectee will receive support from Highlight in various 
areas, including an award of up to $8000. This award may be 
used to fund supplies and materials needed for the execution of 
the event, expenses such as space and equipment rentals, talent 
fees, marketing and publicity costs, and other event-related 
matters.

Applicants must demonstrate that the programming will 
take place between December 31, 2021 and January 1, 2022. 
Applicants must be Vermont residents.

Proposals can be submitted electronically online at https://
highlight.community. Hardcopy proposals will be considered 
and should be submitted in person to Burlington City Arts, 135 
Church St., Burlington, VT. All proposals must be submitted by 
Monday, November 1 at 5:00 PM. Late submissions will not be 
considered.

All proposed events will be reviewed and awarded by BCA, 
Signal Kitchen, and an advisory panel. Announcements of 
awards will take place on Friday, November 5.

Visit https://highlight.community for more information, and 
send questions to brightideas@highlight.community.

Westford Music Series fall program. The fall program 
of concerts at the Westford Common Hall is ongoing! Each 
concert is free and is held from 4:00 – 5:00 PM on a Sunday, 
once a month. The upcoming concerts are: Sunday, November 
14: FREVO; Sunday, December 19: Carol Ann Jones and Will 
Patton.

Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival is pleased to 
announce the return of MNFF Selects, its monthly in-person 
screening series at the Town Hall Theater in Middlebury, October 
2021-May 2022. For this festival, MNFF Selects presents 
Humans and Animals: Shared Experiences, Intersecting Worlds. 
The series offers outstanding films, both documentary and 
narrative, that illuminate the deep connections between human 
beings and animals whose lives are intimately intertwined. The 
series is geared toward families: six of the eight films are rated 
either G or PG.

“It’s not easy to explore this complex world of humans and 
animals — given man’s domination of the natural world,” said Jay 
Craven, MNFF Artistic Director. “These films suggest something 
profound — what can be learned by listening, observing, and 
recognizing the grace and equanimity of our fellow creatures on 
earth.”

Passes are $105 and cover all the films beginning with 
November’s offering; individual tickets are $16 (under 12, $7), 

also starting with November’s film. The October film is free, 
courtesy of Netflix. Series passes and individual tickets can be 
purchased at www.middfilmfest.org, www.townhalltheater.org, 
by calling 802-382-9222, or in person at the THT box office, 
Monday-Friday, 12:00 – 5:00 PM.

The MNFF Selects Series will be adhering to the following 
simple and safe COVID-19 protocol: All attendees 12 and over 
must be vaccinated; and all attendees, including children under 
12, must wear masks while inside the theater.

Here are the remaining films of the Series:
Street Gang: How We Got to Sesame Street [PG] Sunday, 

November 21, 2:00 PM. Go inside the hearts and minds of the 
Sesame Street creators, artists, and educators who established 
one of the most influential and enduring children’s series in 
television history. Directed with a sure hand by Marilyn Agrelo, 
and incorporating exclusive behind-the-scenes footage and over 
20 original interviews, this film introduces audiences to a gang of 
visionaries who set out to entertain and educate young minds by 
harnessing the power of television with furry characters, catchy 
songs, and a diverse cast.

Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog [PG] Thursday, 
December 30, 7:00 PM. From award winning director Lynn 
Roth, Shepherd: The Story of a Jewish Dog sensitively portrays 
the timeless and unbreakable bond between a boy and his dog 
as it is put to the ultimate test in 1930s Germany. When the 
Nuremberg Laws are passed forbidding Jews from owning pets, 
Kaleb, a German Shepherd, is separated from his Jewish family 
and his beloved 10-year-old master, Joshua. What follows is a 
story of love and courage during an unforgettable time in history 
seen through the eyes and perspective of a dog.

From The Wild Sea [PG] Sunday, January 16, 2:00 PM. 
Directed by Robin Petré, this stunning and poetic documentary 
portrays the heroic efforts of a network of marine wildlife rescue 
volunteers who work tirelessly to save sea animals from oil, 
plastic and escalating winter storms. In depicting the complex 
collision between humans and nature, the film deftly oscillates 
between the perspectives of humans and animals.

Duma [PG] Sunday, February 20, 2:00 PM. In this drama 
directed by Carroll Ballard, an orphaned cheetah becomes the 
best friend and pet of a young boy living in South Africa. Winner 
of the Humane Society’s 2006 Genesis Award for Family Feature 
Film and inspired by a true story, Duma offers audiences a blend 
of excitement, adventure and compassion in a beautiful and 
grand landscape.

Buck [PG] Thursday, March 24, 7:00 PM. Directed by Cindy 
Meehl; winner of the 2011 Audience Award for Best Documentary 
at the Sundance Film Festival, Buck is a revealing examination of 
the life of acclaimed “horse whisperer” Buck Brannaman, who 
recovered from years of child abuse to become a well-known 
expert in the interactions between horses and people.
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

Halloween’s biggest owl
It’s widespread and numerous, but the Great Horned Owl 
is anything but common: large, fierce, and distinctive for its 
hornlike tufts of feathers, this watchful raptor is sometimes 
called “the tiger of the sky” for its power and efficiency in 
taking its prey.

PHOTO BY SHANNON QUINN
AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

Trunk or Treat on Halloween 
in Underhill Center

Trunk or Treat is a fun tradition where people dress up in 
costume, decorate their car trunks, and hand out candy to 
children, usually in a parking lot.

St. Thomas Church in Underhill Center has graciously given 
the go-ahead, so the Underhill Trunk or Treat will be held in 
the Church parking lot on Halloween night — Sunday, October 
31, 6:00 – 7:00 PM — though it might extend until 7:30 PM, 
depending on how many people show up. People of all ages are 
welcome! 

What you have to do:
• Show up at 6:45 PM to set up your car. There are many 

different fun ways to decorate your car trunk; there are helpful 
ideas online. You can be as minimalist or extroverted as you like! 
We had some hilarious and delightful costumes last year.

• Hand out candy.
That’s it! 
If you’d like to be a part of the event or would like more 

information, contact rdnckviolinist@aol.com to be kept in the 
loop. Thanks! 

Halloween candy donations
needed in Jeffersonville

By Kevin White, Cambridge Recreation Board Chair
October is here and Halloween is just around the corner! 

Halloween in Jeffersonville is a special event and a great evening 
of outdoor family fun!

The residents of Jeffersonville Village welcome an enormous 
number of trick-or-treaters each year and there is a way that all 
of us can help lighten the burden for our neighbors. Collection 
boxes for candy donations are at Cambridge Elementary School, 
the Union Bank, Hanley’s, and Kinney’s in Cambridge. Donated 
candy will be distributed to anyone in the village who requests it.

Please reach out if you would like to receive some, and please 
check in with neighbors. If all of us who enjoy this great tradition 
contribute what we can, we can keep those porch lights on!

Westford Halloween Walk: the Sequel
By George Elliott and Rebecca DaVanon, 
Westford Halloween Walk Co-Planners

If the broom fits, fly it... this Fa-BOO-lous redux is back by 
popular demand! We are looking for fellow Halloween-loving 
Westford Witches and Warlocks to volunteer and help repeat the 
Westford Halloween Walk to craft a new Westford tradition!

We are planning for it to remain a local pandemic-friendly 
trick-or-treat opportunity for our Westford youngsters and young 
at heart (please don’t bring actual hearts, this is a party for 
the living). This Halloween treat walk will take place Sunday, 
October 31, 2:00 – 4:00 PM, at the Westford Town Common. 
All safety measures will be in place to protect attendees; we 
anticipate it being similar to last year!

Right now, we are looking for spirited volunteers to commit to 
come set up and decorate a table for the little ghouls and goblins 
to come visit for a treat! If you would like to snag a limited spot 
on this Halloween treat walk, shoot us an email (gtselliott@
gmail.com)! 

We are also looking for donations of pumpkins and corn stalks 
and extra bags of candy.

Please let us know if you are interested.

Planning ahead: Holiday Crates 
of Cheer for Bolton residents

We are starting to organize for this year’s Holiday Crates of 
Cheer to bring a little joy to the residents of our community. If 
you know of anyone who may benefit from and appreciate a 
crate of veggies, nonperishable items, and other goodies, please 
forward your nominations to Amy Grover at the Town office.

If you are interested in helping, there are many opportunities 
to get involved so please reach out to Anne directly either by cell 
phone (802-777-8067) or email (anneclegg@yahoo.com). 

We are now accepting monetary donations through the Town 
Office and any assistance that you can offer is greatly appreciated!

Thank you very much!

Haunted House at CES October 29
As the veil grows thin, we are happy to announce that the 

Cambridge Afterschool Program will be putting on its second 
Annual Haunted House on Friday, October 29, 5:30 – 8:00 PM, 
in the Cambridge Elementary School cafeteria. We are planning 
a scary, ghoulish production, so be prepared to be frightened! 
We will have refreshments for sale; the cost is $5 per person for 
admittance.

We recommend that this event is for children grades 2 and up. 
Please save the date and join us for some Halloween fun!

We will also have a canopy set up and handing out treats on 
Halloween for all the ghouls and goblins trick-or-treating. 

pumpkins for a hopeful project.
In addition, we are looking for donations of any billiard balls 

or pool noodles that you have.
Thank you!

UCS teacher seeks pumpkins, billiard balls, pool noodles
The grade 3-4 team at Underhill 

Central School is looking for 
donations of pumpkins. We are 
looking to gather around 60 

Thank you 
from MMU 
Academic 
Boosters
The MMU 

Academic Boosters 
would like to thank 
the community for 
participating in our 
lasagna takeout 
dinner fundraiser! 
We had almost 350 
orders and made 
over $3000, which 
is a record breaking 
success!

Special thanks 
to the following 
Jericho Settlers 
Farm, Richmond 
Community Kitchen, 
Jericho Center Store, 
Swish White River 
LTD, and to all 
volunteers.

We look forward 
to next year’s event! 
Thank you!


