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Monday, July 5: Driving along VT Rt. 15 in Underhill Flats. 
Hay bales in the fields. It was a beautiful summer day.
                                                    PHOTO BY SUZANNE FREITAS

Music and Food 
at Moore Park 
in Underhill

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

In 2018, the town of Underhill decided to try something new. 
They invited some food trucks to Moore Park and hired a local 
band to play while residents ate. The event was so successful that 
these nights are now a regular part of the summer experience. 
There has already been one Food Truck Night on Friday, June 
18 with Red Hot Juba, and three more such Friday nights are 
scheduled for the rest of the year.

Anton Kelsey, Chair of the Underhill Recreation Committee, 
which puts on these events, said that although nobody keeps 
attendance records, he believes a night with good weather can 
attract between 400 and 500 people. He is quick to shower praise 
on the other members of the committee for their help in putting 
the events together.

Upcoming food truck concerts include King Me on July 
16, Raised by Hippies on August 20, and Steve Hartmann on 
September 17. The first two will take place from 5:00 - 8:00 PM, 
while the September one will end at 7:30 PM. The nights will be 
cancelled in the event of bad weather.

King Me is a five-piece, Underhill-based band playing music 
from the 1960s to the present. The group, which includes two 
identical twins, has been together for decades. Their 2008 album 
We Wanted Moore is named for the son of the namesake of the 
park where the concerts are being played. “Moore Park in the 
heart of Underhill represents all that is best about this wonderful 
community,” said band member Shaun King. “[It is a] quiet and 
serene space to pull in the magnificence of Mount Mansfield with 
the gentle Browns River to cool you on the warmest days.”

Founded in 2017, Raised by Hippies focuses on blues and rock, 
playing cover tunes by the Rolling Stones, the Allman Brothers, 
and Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young, as well as more recent music. 
Jericho-based, singer-songwriter Steve Hartmann prefers not to 
describe his music as being a particular genre. A former classical 
pianist, Hartmann had a career in the restaurant business before 
attending the Berklee School of Music and forming a band called 
Simon. After four years of touring with Simon, Hartmann became 
a solo act and won the Advance Music Singer-Songwriter contest 
in 2003 and Vermont’s Original Music Competition in 2015.

The first food truck night featured entrees from Underhillbilly 
BBQ, Grazers, and Mac’s Sugar Shack. All three upcoming 
nights will feature those three establishments, as well as the 
Taco Truck All-Stars. In July they will all be joined by Jamaican 
Supreme, in August by My Favorite Things, and in September by 
Half Baked Pizza VT.

“One of the goals of the Recreation Committee,” Kelsey 
said, “is to create community through events and recreational 
opportunities utilizing town-owned property and natural 
resources. The food truck events turn Moore Park into a 
community gathering place where local residents can socialize, 
get to see and know their neighbors, as well as to simply have 
fun and relax.” Kelsey relishes the fact that the nights are suitable 
for all ages. “It is so exciting to go to these events and see so 
many familiar faces, to see young children playing and dancing 
to the music, as well as to see local vendors providing such great 
food and music in our town,” he said. “As Underhill does not 
have a traditional downtown area, it is our beautiful open spaces 
where we can gather to enjoy each other and our town. Food 
truck night contributes to and helps to build a strong sense of 
community, something that is so important, especially after the 
year of isolation that many of us just had.”

John Koier of Underhill attended the June 18 event, happily 
walking from his house to Moore Park to the sounds of Red 
Hot Juba. “There was a crowd already there and it felt like a 
post-Covid celebration,” he said. “Our community gathered 
together for the first time in ages with kids who all know each 
other — a small-town perk — running around joyfully.” Koier 
enjoyed some barbecue from Michael Fullem of Underhillbilly 
BBQ while listening to the music. “A big thanks to the Underhill 
Recreation Committee for creating this heartfelt event,” he said. 
“We had many conversations with dear friends we had not seen 
since the start of the pandemic and it felt like we were coming 
home.

Growing, 
shifting VT 
population may 
shake up ’22 
election map
By the Legislative Apportionment Board, Tom Little (Chair)

The 2020 Census numbers for Vermont indicate that our 
little state grew by about 20,000 people over the past decade, or 
+2.8%. We also know that within Vermont our overall population 
has been migrating toward the northwest region of the state 
(Chittenden, Franklin, and Lamoille Counties), and away from 
the south and east. Moreover, there is a legislative mandate to 
break up the six-member Chittenden Senate district (currently 
Chittenden County minus Colchester and Huntington/Buels 
Gore). All of these factors point to a legislative district map in 
2022 that could look very different from the ones Vermonters 
have used, not just since 2012, but for many decades past.

The reason for redrawing district maps every 10 years is a 
simple but compelling one. In order to ensure that representation 
in the House and Senate is roughly equal — reflecting the 
principle of one person one vote — as local populations grow 
and shrink, district lines must move in such a way that each 
district contains about the same number of people. In 2022, the 
ideal number of Vermonters in a single-member House district, 
for example, will be just under 4300. Too many more than that, 
and the residents of that district are under-represented. Too few, 
and they are over-represented. In either case, the district would 
be considered unconstitutional.

Compounding these demographic challenges is the fact that 
the final, street-level population counts from the 2020 Census 
— necessary for redrawing roughly equally populated legislative 
districts that satisfy these constitutional requirements — won’t be 
available until September 2021. We know how many Vermonters 
there are (643,000), but we can only estimate at this point where 
they are. Until we have that data, the Legislative Apportionment 
Board can’t complete new House and Senate district maps for 
recommendation to the Legislature. The Legislature, which has 
final say over what the maps look like, will have to make changes 
(if any) and a decision in just a few short months of the 2022 
legislative session that runs from January to mid-May.

Now, consider that candidates for House and Senate races 
will need to file paperwork declaring their candidacies sometime 
in the second half of May, 2022. How they can do this if the 
district they want to file to run in hasn’t been determined is a 
question we all hope to avoid. So, get ready for a fast and intense 
reapportionment ride!

Between now and September, the Legislative Apportionment 
Board is collecting as much data and public input as it can in 
order to be able to make good decisions very quickly about how 
to fairly deal with our new demographic realities. Some questions 
we have for the public at large include:

• What is more important to you: making sure the populations 
in each district are as close to equal as possible, or allowing larger 
(within constitutional guidelines) differences in populations to 
maintain district lines closer to the status quo?

• How important is it to you that your legislative district lines 
conform to town boundary lines?

• How important is it to you that your legislative district lines 
conform to county boundary lines?

• Do you prefer single-member House districts (one 
representative per a House district of around 4300?) or two 
member districts (two representatives in a single house district 
of around 8600 people)?

• Do you prefer single member senate districts (one senator 
per Senate district of around 21,500 people), or multi-member 
Senate districts (two or three senators in a single district of 
around 43,000 or 64,500 people)?

You can let the Legislative Apportionment Board know your 
views on these questions and on other factors you wish us to 
consider as we draw up proposed legislative district lines by 
emailing Board members at their addresses posted on the Board’s 
website (https://sos.vermont.gov/apportionment-board/contact-
the-board/), participating in our monthly on-line meetings 
(https://sos.vermont.gov/apportionment-board/), or mailing 
a letter to us c/o the Secretary of State’s office (Legislative 
Apportionment Board, 128 State St., Montpelier, VT 05633-
1101).

This is a critical exercise in our representative democracy. It 
happens only every 10 years — don’t miss out on it!

Tom Little is chair of the Legislative Apportionment Board. 
The other members are: Ed Adrian, Jeanne Albert, Jeremy 
Hansen, Mary Houghton, Tom Koch, and Rob Roper.

2021 UCU Old Fashioned 
Harvest Market update

The Steering Committee for the United Church of Underhill 
Old Fashioned Harvest Market has been examining what 
alterations need to be made in the aftermath of COVID-19 
without disturbing the familiar format of the event.

We guarantee that everything will be recognizable with any 
changes being for the better — though we don’t really know how 
it can get any better than it always has been! We are still on track 
to present the Market in our usual time frame, this year Saturday-
Sunday, September 25-26. For your ease of keeping current with 
what to expect, our website now offers up-to-date information on 
what to look for when visiting the various venues.  Go to https://
underhillharvestmarket.com/ and click on the event in which you 
are interested to get the most recent postings.

Seeking Assistance: It takes “tons” of people to bring you 
this Harvest Market each year and, as folks get themselves 
reorganized after a year or more of disorganization, we are 
finding that, understandably, it is more difficult even for our 
regular helpers to commit to sharing a bit of their time during 
the months of planning and as far ahead as the end of September, 
during the Market itself.

We are reaching out to the citizens of the community that the 
Market serves to offer a few hours in this capacity. Anyone who 
would like to volunteer, we can find a spot for you! Scheduling 
is flexible and no prior training is needed! Simply go online to 
volunteers@underhillharvestmarket.com, follow the instructions 
for signing up, and one of the Steering Committee members will 

be in touch with you.
Join the Parade: Do you want to march in our opening day 

parade Saturday, September 25? You may join as an organization, 
a group or as an individual – or even a vehicle or an animal! Just 
email your intention to parade@underhillharvestmarket.com 
and arrive at the Browns River Middle School at 8:30 AM to be 
ready for the start-off drumbeat at 9:00 AM.

Join in the pre-Market planning, serve in some way on Harvest 
Market weekend – or just come and join in the fun! The intention 
of the United Church of Underhill is to present an exciting, 
activity-filled event as a “Welcome Back” to the Old Fashioned 
Harvest Market.
 

Bolton survey 
on a hybrid meeting model
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

With the expiration of the State of Emergency at midnight 
on June 15, 2021 (declared in 2020 in response to COVID-19), 
the Bolton Town Office is now open to the public and we are 
no longer requiring appointments for Land Record Research. 
The Bolton Select Board has approved and instructed that all 
town boards, committees, and commissions return to in person 
meetings effective July 1, 2021.

The Select Board is very interested in receiving community 
input on providing for a “hybrid” meeting: an in-person meeting 
along with a virtual component for community attendance/access 

Blueberry and Ice Cream
Social July 25

After a year’s hiatus, the Underhill Historical Society 
Blueberry and Ice Cream Social is back!  On Sunday, July 25, 
4:00 - 6:00 PM at The Old Schoolhouse, 32 Pleasant Valley Rd., 
Underhill Center, you’re invited to bring your favorite blueberry 
dish to share. We’ll provide the ice cream, drinks, and great old-
timey music by High-Low-Jack.  Hope to see you there!



 Page                                                                                                                                       Mountain Gazette, July 15, 20212 www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

New 4-H educator hired 
for Chittenden County

Chittenden County 4-H has a new 4-H 
educator, Margaret Coan.

Coan, who will be based in the 
University of Vermont (UVM) Extension 
office in S. Burlington, is not new to UVM, 
having most recently been employed in the 
College of Education and Social Services 
as the Student Services coordinator. Prior to 
that, she was with UVM’s Global Gateway 
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and/or members who may not be able to attend in person. What are 
your thoughts? An effective and workable hybrid meeting model 
would require the purchase and installation of infrastructure that 
the town does not currently have, nor has budgeted for in FY21-
22, estimated to be $3K-5K. Please complete a brief Survey 
Monkey survey on a Hybrid Meeting Model by July 19, 2021 
and let us know your thoughts! Thank you!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WGXXP7Q

Welcoming new Town 
Administrator in Cambridge

By Courtney Leitz, Chair, Cambridge Selectboard
The Cambridge Selectboard would like to welcome Jonathan 

DeLaBruere as our new town administrator. Jonathan officially 
started this past Monday and is off to a very good start. He 
has toured the town, met with board members, spoken with 
concerned residents, and prepared for our upcoming meeting on 
Tuesday. Jonathan is a graduate of UVM and has a background 
in planning and town administration. We are excited about 
Jonathan’s enthusiasm for the position and are looking forward 
to working with him.

Jonathan can be reached at townadmin@cambridgevt.org or at 
the Town Administrator’s office, 802-644-8290.

Welcome Jonathan!

Westford Selectboard draft minutes
By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk

Read what your Selectboard discussed at their June 24 
meeting! The draft minutes are available for viewing at https://
westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-06-24-Draft-
Minutes.pdf.

UJFD looking for volunteers
By Andy Forsberg, Underhill Jericho Fire Department
If you have thought about serving your community and are 

interested in the medical first response field, there is a local EMT 
class this fall. This is a hybrid class and runs from September 
1-December 1.

If you have thought about it, now is the time!
Underhill Jericho Fire Department is looking for both 

volunteer firefighters and EMS first responders.
If you have any questions please feel free to reach out to me 

anytime (forsberga@comcast.net), or to the Underhill Jericho 
Fire Department during the week, 802-899-4025.

Westford Planning 
Commission news

By Melissa Manka, Westford Town Planner
The Planning Commission is excited to share that we have 

a newly formed committee that will be leading our wastewater 
project public outreach. The purpose of the committee is to 
share with residents and stakeholders the wastewater options 
being studied along with the economic and financial effects a 
community wastewater system could have on the town. Seth 
Jensen from the Westford Planning Commission will chair the 
committee. Other committee members are Heather Armata, 
Pat Haller, J.B. Hinds, Eric Ford, and Gordon Gebauer. The 
first working group meeting was held Tuesday, June 22 at 6:00 
PM at the Town Office and virtually using Zoom. The outreach 
committee meetings are warned public meetings, will have 
posted agendas and minutes. In addition to the committee’s 
outreach effort, the Planning Commission will continue to update 
the project frequently asked questions on the town website, 
https://westfordvt.us/town-center-revitalization-projects/. Public 
engagement and community engagement is always welcome; 
stay on the lookout for upcoming meeting notices.

The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission 
(CCRPC) recently notified the town that the 2022 CCRPC 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) budget includes 
$20,000 to fund an assessment of Westford village stormwater 
treatment and infrastructure or lack thereof. The funding includes 
a local $4000 match that will be paid for by the Westford Planning 
Commission special projects budget. This project is part of a 
multi-year effort to properly treat stormwater in the Town Center 
Area and explore redevelopment of the 1705 Route 128 property. 
Through this project, Westford hopes to not only generate a 
more resilient solution, but also look at alternatives for the 
culvert draining the Common to reduce erosion/sedimentation 
and phosphorus discharge into the Browns River and to advance 
the redevelopment possibilities of the 1705 Route 128 Property, 
which is also a brownfield site.

The Selectboard recently adopted the proposed amendment 
to the Westford Land Use & Development Regulations at its 
Thursday, June 10 meeting. The new regulations are in immediate 
effect. The document is being finalized and will be available on 
the town website or in hard copy for viewing or purchase at the 
Town Office in the next few weeks.

When Vermont lifted the state of emergency it also lifted some 
of the open meeting law provisions that were put in place during 
the pandemic. The town is evaluating virtual and in-person 

meeting formats and identifying what this will look like in the 
future. In the meantime, the Planning Commission will hold 
regular meetings both virtually and in-person. This is subject to 
change once a final determination is in place. We will continue 
to post meeting times and places in advance with the meeting 
agenda.

Our regularly scheduled meetings are generally held the first 
and third Mondays of the month via Zoom; please join us. For 
any planning-related questions, reach out to our Town Planner 
Melissa Manka, planner@westfordvt.us.

Schedule for culvert replacement, 
jct. VT Rts. 117, 289

Work began in June and will be to replace a culvert on VT 
Rt. 117 in Essex. The work schedule includes Monday-Friday 
through October. The project involves replacement of an existing 
culvert pipe with a buried bridge structure. As of now, abutment 
walls have been poured, and the project is awaiting a precast 
buried bridge structure.

Minimal impact is expected, as traffic will be shifted within 
the construction area; but motorists should be aware of trucks 
entering/exiting the work area at the intersection of VT Rts. 117 
and 289.

Motorists, please slow down! The speed limit has been 
reduced to 30 mph within the construction zone. Remember: in 
Vermont, fines are doubled if ticketed within a construction zone. 
Safety first!

Please contact sbarrett@coibsinc.com, referencing “US 
Route 117 Structure” if you would like to receive weekly project 
updates via email, or call 802-399-7847.

Board Vacancy: Jericho 
Underhill Park District

By Livy Strong, Chairperson
Jericho Underhill Park District, Mills Riverside Park

We have a board vacancy from the Town of Underhill on 
our Board of Trustees. If you live in Underhill and enjoy Mills 
Riverside Park, please contact us for more information. Our 
email address is jupdistrict@gmail.com. Our telephone number 
is 802-899-2693. For more information about Mills Riverside 
Park, please also visit our website at www.millsriversidepark.org.

Margaret Coan, 
who will be based 
in the University 
of Vermont 
Extension office 
in S. Burlington, 
is the new 4-H 
educator for 
C h i t t e n d e n 
County. 

PHOTO 
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OF UVM 
EXTENSION 4-H

Program, supporting international students 
at the university as the director of Student 
Success.

In her new role, Coan will take part in a 
staffing pilot program designed to expand 
UVM Extension 4-H’s reach to youths 
not currently involved or represented 
in 4-H. She will collaborate with other 
organizations to build new experiences 
and with 4-H educators in Addison and 
Franklin Counties, who will provide 
support for existing 4-H opportunities in 
Chittenden County. 

Among her goals is to lower barriers to 
participation in 4-H and to provide positive 
youth development programming to new 
4-H participants in Chittenden County, 

including underserved youths in Burlington and Winooski. She 
also plans to increase outreach and appeal to BIPOC youths and 
others who previously have not had access to 4-H programming.

The 4-H educator grew up in Philadelphia and on her 
grandparents’ farm in Pennsylvania. She had a bi-cultural 
upbringing as her mother emigrated from China to the U.S., and 
her father was born and raised on a farm in eastern Pennsylvania.

Coan has a bachelor’s degree in development studies from 
Brown University and a master’s degree in international 
education from SIT Graduate Institute in Brattleboro. She 
also earned a TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) certificate and is working toward a certificate in 
integrative health and wellness coaching, both from UVM. In 
addition, she has a background in environmental education and 
herbology.

She can be reached at 802-651-8343, ext. 505, or by email at 
margaret.coan@uvm.edu.

4-H NEWS

Westford Senior Luncheons 
to restart in September

By Carol Howrigan, Senior Luncheons president
If nothing changes between now and September, we are 

planning on getting back to seeing everyone on Monday, 
September 13.

For those who may not know, we meet every second Monday 
of each month at the Red Brick Meeting House on the Common. 
We open at 11:30 AM, with lunch at 12:00 PM and a brief meeting 
after that. September is Election of Officers, so it’s a good time 
to start. It’s been almost a year and a half since we have been 
together and that is a very long time in the world of seniors. We 
have lost several seniors during this time and I want to give you 
my heartfelt sympathy. I have personally lost several elders in 
my family and I know what a loss it is. My prayers are with 
you and may the days ahead begin to bring you the wonderful 
memories that each person gave you during their life.

I have missed everyone and I’m looking forward to seeing 
everyone on September 13. We always look forward to seeing 
new faces, too. Mark your calendars now. If you are 55+, please 
come for a home cooked meal and a chance to visit with your 
neighbors and friends. If you have any questions, please call me 
at 878-3090.

Coming Events
IN-PERSON and VIRTUAL and SOCIALLY DISTANCED

Saturday, July 17
Friends of the Horticulture Farm Annual Plant Sale, 10:00 

AM - 1:00 PM, UVM Horticulture Research and Education 
Center, 65 Green Mountain Dr., S. Burlington. Looking for the 
perfect plant for your new garden, or a special plant to fill in 
where there’s an empty space? Bring your list! From coneflowers 
and lady’s mantle to lilacs and more, this Annual Plant Sale 
has a wide variety of ornamental trees, shrubs, and perennials 

generously donated by over 40 Vermont nurseries. For more 
information: https://fhfvt.org/.

Wednesday, July 21
Birds of Mount Mansfield (rescheduled), 7:00 – 9:00 AM, 

Mount Mansfield ridgeline. (Rain Date July 22.) Join us for an 
early morning meet and greet on Mount Mansfield’s ridgeline 
where we’ll be greeted by Chris Rimmer, VT Center for 
Ecostudies Executive Director and Conservation Biologist. Chris 
will give us an informal tour of their mist-netting/banding station 
and talk to us about their field work and findings. With any luck 
we’ll get to hear and see the rare Bicknell’s Thrush. Sign up at 
https://forms.gle/XkDEVVGdzV842V4h9. For questions contact 
Val, valstori@yahoo.com.

Sunday, July 25
Blueberry and Ice Cream Social, 4:00. - 6:00 PM, The Old 

Schoolhouse, 32 Pleasant Valley Rd., Underhill Center. This 
Underhill Historical Society event is back! You’re invited to 
bring your favorite blueberry dish to share.  We’ll provide the 
ice cream, drinks, and great old-timey music by High-Low-Jack.  
Hope to see you there!

Saturday, July 31
Weststock, 6:00 – 9:00 PM, Town Green, Westford. This 

special fundraising event for Westford’s Red Brick Meeting 
House, is meant to be Westford’s version of The Band’s Last 
Waltz, with many local musicians contributing to the event. 
For more information, including to help with organizing and 
spreading the word, contact Michael Kirick, mkirick@hotmail.
com.

Wednesday, August 11
Red Cross Blood Drive, 1:00 - 6:00 PM, Covenant Community 

Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex Junction. The Red 
Cross is still experiencing a severe shortage of blood, so please 
consider donating.  You can schedule an appointment at https://
www.redcrossblood.org/. Sponsored by the Jericho-Underhill 
Lions Club.

Guess what! Now it’s July
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
July is a lush month. Most of the heavy work has been done 

— growth to each bud and leaf of huge trees, the morning’s 
dew to small grasses before the sun rises to suck it into the 
cloud floating over the mountain.

Small things… birds, frogs, cicadas still sing, but it has an 
“it’s too hot” quality; the endings fade into the heat as if the 
last jug-o-room of the bullfrog was just too much. Of course, 
their effort is miniscule compared to the thousands of eggs 
laid by the females in a gelatinous mass that floats on the 
water. My grandson “hates frogs…” and that “includes toads, 
too.” I was never the pushy Mom, who was determined to get 
all her kids to like nature. I learned quite early that curiosity is 
born and nurtured within self and by self. Luckily, with nature 
staring them in the face every day in Vermont, they learned 
quickly and well on their own.

Birds have a vocabulary especially for them — clutch, 
hatchlings, fledglings, median/greater/primary coverts — 
which lengthens considerably as one gets to know them. 
Their diet for themselves and their fledglings is high-protein 

meals of insects, with the eventual addition of seeds and fruits 
as everyone gets hungrier. The singing almost stops, since the 
reason for it... finding a mate… is no longer as necessary, 
although occasionally some males keep on trying. And some 
birds, like the downy and hairy woodpeckers and the bold 
cardinal from the top of a tall tree, still give a signal as to 
where they are, saying “This is my territory.” Cicadas make 
a lot of noise and cut through the heat of July, often ending 
on a lower apathetic note as if to say that it gets too hot, even 
for them.

And flowers: Queen Anne’s Lace belongs to the carrot 
family of plants, and breaking off and smelling a stem reveals 
its genetic name quite readily. Our native plant is harmless, 
but when I worked in Yellowstone I could spot its highly 
poisonous relative: water hemlock. Yarrow, cultivated and 
replanted in gardens, can be yellow or pink, but the native 
variety grows on the edges of fields and is white. My Dad, a 
botanist, told me its Latin name: Achillea millifolium. Made 
sense when he explained it: “Achilles was reported to use it 
as a (poultice) to put on his soldiers’ wounds. And the leaves 
are cut into many tiny leaflets.” My grandmother, his mother-
in-law, made a tea from it, which was awful.

Send your news 
to the

Mountain Gazette at
mtngazette
@gmavt.net
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Route 15,
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Jericho
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Because sometimes it takes a village
Carol Cares

Let me know what you need, and I’ll make it happen!
Carol.Caresvt@Gmail.Com • (802) 338-0300 

carolcaresvt.com
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST FULLY VACCINATED

Summer Fun 
Too much to do and not enough hands? 

Carol Cares would like to be your solution to the craziness 
that accompanies the summer fun for your children, 

so parents can flex their fun too!

Senior Assistance
Carol Cares offers assistance to independently 
living seniors with areas of their everyday life.

• Light Bookkeeping • Mail Sorting • Meal Preparation
• Transportation Support • Light Housecleaning

• Companion Care

PHOTO

www.greenmtresolutions.com

July is colorful, particularly if you look down. In a shady 
woods path, you may spot tiny white (or pinkish) bell-like 
flowers among the shiny green leaves just barely clearing 
the soil. In the fall, they become fruit — if pollinated — and 
turn into bright red berries called Bunchberry or Wintergreen, 
and live up to their name although there isn’t a whole lot of 
wintergreen flavor. One of my favorites is Blue Bead Lily 
(Clintonia borealis). It also grows in shaded woods and has 
a small graceful yellow flower in mid-spring when it gets 
enough light through leafing trees. By July, it comes into its 
own, with four or five royal blue luminous berries embraced 
by two deep green “plain” leaves. (I used to rejoice that I 
had found a Lady Slipper or Trillium when the leaves first 
appeared; there is a resemblance, but I learned better!) The 
Latin name is interesting: named after Clinton, one time 
governor of New York State. And borealis is used often in 
species names: meaning “northerly.”

And to end this recounting of July’s wonders, we need to 
wait until night to see fireflies — hundreds of them on a warm 
night, distributing “cold light” over a meadow. The patterns 
vary according to the activity: some are more colorful, have 
a variety of time patterns, and a different time of night. My 
kids collected them in Ball/Mason jars and took them to their 
rooms, with a few drops of water glossing a nest of grass. I’m 
not sure what that did, but it was part of the routine. The only 
requirement was that they let them go — into the starry night 
from which they came — super efficient tiny messengers that 
can convert 90% of their energy into light (an electric bulb 
converts about 10% of its energy into visible light .)

Enjoy July; it is a relaxed month for nature, and for you, 
too!

When you take a flower in your hand and really look at it,
it’s your world for the moment.

I want to give that world to someone else.
Most people in the city rush around

so they have no time to look at a flower.
I want them to see it whether they want to or not.

— Georgia O’Keeffe (USA, 1887-1986)

Vermont’s place names: 
the heroes

By Joe Nelson
Many of our place names were invented by the folks who 

actually lived there, not by our British overseers. They named 
their places after their heroes, and then with the British pushed 
out of the picture, they began to create their own gentry.

The Cooley Bridge in Pittsford is named for the family 
descended from Gideon Cooley, veteran of the French and 
Indian Wars. He applied to his commanding officer, Captain 
Ephraim Doolittle, for a deed. The Captain, anxious to settle 
the town, granted him the land in 1769 as a gift, provided 
he worked it. Gideon received three hundred acres on the 
west side of the creek, with 100 acres deeded to his brother 
Benjamin on the east side.

Montgomery, named for Revolutionary War hero Richard 
Montgomery of New York, was chartered by the Vermont 
General Assembly on March 15, 1780. General Montgomery 
commanded American forces under General Schuyler in the 
expedition against Canada. The Americans took Montreal but 
were defeated in front of Québec City, where Montgomery 
was killed.

The Enosburgh Township was granted to Roger Enos and 
59 associates on March 12, 1780, by the Vermont General 
Assembly, and chartered May 15, 1780. The town was named 
for Roger Enos, a commander of Vermont forces in the 
American Revolution. He was also Ira Allen’s father-in-law.

The Town of Wolcott was chartered in 1781 by the 
Vermont Legislature, and named for Major General Oliver 
Wolcott (1726-1796) of Litchfield, Connecticut, one of the 
proprietors, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and 
a commander of 14 regiments during the Revolutionary War.

Governor Thomas B. Chittenden signed the Waitsfield 
Town charter in 1782 five years after Vermont declared herself 
to be a free and independent state. Waitsfield was named 
for its first settler, General Benjamin Wait, who was one of 
the New World’s original warriors. Wait fought the French 
in the early days of the colonies, then against the British in 
the Revolutionary War. He began service in the Continental 
Army as a captain and rose to the rank of colonel. After the 
war, he was made a brigadier general of militia.

Wait also worked against New York interests in the 
formative years of the New Hampshire Grants, which were to 
become Vermont. By the time he was twenty-five years old, 
he had participated in forty battles and had never received a 
wound.

Chartered in 1786, the Town of Danville was named for 
the French Admiral Le Duc D’Anville. During their struggle 
to form a state in the Hampshire Grants, the efforts of Ethan 
Allen and his associates were encouraged by the French 
Consul at Boston. In appreciation, the associates named 
several townships in honor of distinguished Frenchmen.

The selection of D’Anville seems strange however. A look 
back in history reveals that Admiral D’Anville led a French 
mission to attack Boston in retaliation for the 1745 taking 
of Louisburg on Cape Breton Island by a force of New 
Englanders. The Admiral’s assault was nipped in the bud only 
by a North Atlantic storm that drowned him and destroyed 
most of his fleet.

And then there is Randolph, named not for a war hero, but 
for politician Peyton Randolph, President of the Continental 
Congress of 1774, a leading statesman and friend of George 
Washington. Since Randolph is located near the geographical 
center of the state, residents aspired to have the town become 
the state capital. Until 1806, the General Assembly met in 
various places around the state. Randolph citizens even 
chose a site for the statehouse and laid out the main street 
of Randolph Center ten rods wide (165 feet). A mansion was 
built for the governor.

In 1805, the General Assembly appointed a committee of 
nine to choose one of three sites: Burlington, Newbury, or 
Randolph. The group deadlocked and a compromise had to 
be found. They decided to choose a site equidistant from the 
three towns. This is why the capital city of Vermont, later 
named Montpelier, was built in the middle of beaver flats next 
to the Winooski River in Washington County.

Reflection: a green 
spiritual practice

United Church of Hinesburg (UCofH.org)
By Bill Schubart

When I was ten, a book arrived in the mail from my older 
cousin in New York City. Ann was a people person, often to 
her own detriment. A professional photographer, her only 
partner in life was the camera. She rode with the Freedom 
Riders in the South in the civil rights demonstrations, 
photographed Louis Armstrong and Martha Graham, anyone 
she felt enriched the spirit of humanity.

The book was The Family of Man. I was lost in what I saw. 
Having grown up in Morrisville, I saw white people and cows 
and had little idea of what the larger world was like.

My sense that people of color existed beyond my copy 
of Little Black Sambo and our school’s annual cakewalk 
competition was broadened somewhat by sitting on the 
elevated train winding its way through Harlem on my way to 
visit my New York grandmother.

Sixty-five years later, I still treasure The Family of Man. It 
showed me there was a world of people beyond those I knew 
and that, sharing a common human identity and destiny, we’re 
all as one. It was also the dawn of the nuclear age and the 
Biblical warning, “Won’t be water but the fire next time…” 
began to seem like a possibility for many of us.

My parochial religious upbringing never mentioned a 
larger world. Raised Catholic, I learned of religion from our 
priest, Father Omer Dufault, and from the Québécois nuns 
who came to Morrisville every Saturday to teach catechism.

When I ventured out into the larger world, I left my Catholic 
doctrine behind and struggled to understand my spiritual self. 
I yearned to better understand our connected humanity.

Like many among you, I’ve spent much of my life fighting 
that which separates us from one another and celebrating that 
which binds us. I find it here in our community, in the world 
of art, and in the eyes of strangers. It’s an ongoing journey 
but thanks to my cousin, I learned early that we are all one in 
God’s eye — however we conceive of our God.

Sometime in midlife, I began to also understand that the 
world we inhabit is not the human world but a much richer 
universe of flora and fauna — soils, air, and waterways, and 
that our homocentric view of life is arrogant and ill-informed.

This idea took root in me in the ’60s when I read Rachel 
Carson’s The Silent Spring and learned that our common 
humanity depended on the world we live in for survival, 
beauty, and meaning. Like most of my friends, I’d assumed it 
was my playground rather than my greenhouse.

My worldview changed as I realized that whatever 
spirituality I was cultivating needed to expand beyond 
humanity into nature in all its own diversity and splendor.

Coming on a mountain stream amid a profusion of ostrich 
ferns as it cascaded over a face of mica-sparkling granite, the 
sudden flash of a brook trout darting under the overgrowth, 
began to have the same spiritual effect on me as The Family 
of Man images had in my youth.

Picking wild blackberries on Mount Hor on Lake 
Willoughby and having my dad nudge me to indicate a black 
bear 20 yards away doing the same, triggered fear as a child. 
Today, I see that bear as an equal.

Whether or not or a religion is the framework for our 
spirituality is, to my way of thinking, irrelevant. Religions 
are the various tool kits of a spiritual practice. The only ones 
I judge harshly are the ones that differentiate us from one 
another based on gender, race, or caste — or from the very 
world we live in.

Our subject today is a green spiritual practice. I can’t 
imagine a more timely or wonderful subject.

We have come to understand the wisdom and 
communication skills of whales, elephants, apes, and all other 
animals to varying degrees. We’ve even seen how trees and 
plants acknowledge in their growing patterns the presence 
of other trees. We’ve come to understand the rich fabric of 
life that thrives in our healthy soils. Our emerging regional 
food chains are dependent on the health of our soils, air, and 
waters, something which the consolidated industrial food 
chain ignores when it adds poisons and packaging to sustain 
our “cheap” food supply.

We must each ask ourselves how to move from appreciating 
the beauty of our common humanity and universe to action. 
Our tools will be different according to our capacities. Our 
only shared obligation is to do our best. For some, it will be 
minimizing waste, recycling, energy-efficient living, voting, 
and paying attention to our personal carbon footprint.

For others it will be organizing, demonstrating, lobbying, 
testifying, running for office, and working aggressively to 
nurture and protect our earthly home.

But if I’ve learned anything in my 76 years, it’s that without 
economic justice, we’ll never save and heal our planet. 
According to the United Nations, there are some 230 million 
people in flight from their deteriorating environments.

Unlike the children living on mountains of our trash 
in Bangladesh, who tear apart our old computers to find 
precious metals to sell to buy food for their families and don’t 
have time to clean up their shorelines littered with the plastic 
we discard from our shopping at Lantman’s and Costco, we 
here today are privileged. That privilege compels us to work 
harder to nurture a green spiritual practice and personal and 
practical action plan.

A spiritual practice that acknowledges, honors, and defends 
our larger world from human predation is the predicate 
for humankind’s earthly salvation and, I would argue, its 
heavenly one as well.

Jack Smith
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
 My wife and I took many trips after our 25th anniversary and 

we met some very interesting people. When we flew we met 
people at the resort, but when we drove, we met different people 
every day. Some were memorable and some were not. Some 
wanted to talk about the military, and some wanted to talk about 
themselves. Life is full of fascinating characters. I’ve talked 
about some of them in previous columns, but “Old Jack” was one 
of the most interesting. Jack was an Australian who married my 

younger sister Gail. Jack Smith’s name might seem questionable 
as “John Smith” or “Jack Smith” are often used as aliases. But 
I can assure you that this Jack Smith was born in Australia and 
lived in his mother’s house most of his life.

My sister Gail was eight years younger than me, so I was in 
high school when she was in first grade. She was a pretty girl and 
never really went out partying. She stayed home a lot and argued 
with my other sister who is a couple of years younger than me, 
as siblings do. I asked her why she didn’t ever go anywhere, and 
she said that dad never took her anywhere. I asked her if she 
asked dad to take her somewhere, and she replied no, because 
she knew that he would say no. I figured he would take her if 
she asked nicely because she was a girl and he regularly took 
my other sister wherever she wanted to go, even though he never 
took me anywhere.

After Gail graduated from high school, she went to Newport, 
VT to be a secretary. When she was working there in the winter, a 
neighbor (John G.) started cleaning snow off her car and parking 
place. Gail appreciated all his attention and after getting to know 
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 Page                                                                                                                                       Mountain Gazette, July 15, 20214 www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin

at 453-6354 
for more information 

or email
mtngazette@gmavt.net

Community columns continued on page 5

HEALTH NEWS

Lions to hold blood 
drive August 11

The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club will be hosting a blood 
drive on Wednesday, August 11, from 1:00 — 6:00 PM, at the 
Covenant Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, 
Essex Junction.

The Red Cross is still experiencing a severe shortage of blood, 
so please consider donating. You can schedule an appointment 
at https://www.redcrossblood.org/.

Eat Locally Grown Foods
Consuming locally grown food has many benefits. It is good 

for the local economy. For every dollar spent at the grocery store, 
nine cents goes to the farmer. For every dollar spent locally, 
80-100% of the money goes to the farmer. Eating locally helps 
preserve farmland. Daily, 3000 acres of farmland are lost due to 
sprawl. Since the 1950s, 90% of Vermont’s farmland has been 
lost. Another reason to support your local farmer is that the 
government does not; 70% of farm subsidies goes to 10% of the 
largest producers, leaving small growers without governmental 
help.

Buying locally-raised food helps save energy. The food 
industry uses 20% of the petroleum used annually — about 
the same as cars. Only 20% of what the industry uses is used 
to raise food. The rest is used for packaging, refrigerating, and 
transporting the food. These costs are dramatically reduced when 
locally grown food is purchased.

Locally grown foods can be more diverse. Almost 90% of 
foods grown commercially in the early 1900s are now extinct! 
Local growers have freedom to grow heirloom varieties. Taste is 
another reason to purchase locally — the food is fresher. Because 
the food is picked closer to the time of purchase, the need for 
waxes and preservatives is reduced.

Buying locally has health benefits. Large farms tend to rely 
on pesticides and herbicides more than local growers. Buying 
locally reduces these chemicals on your food and in the air, soil, 
and ground water. 70% of produce in the grocery is genetically 
modified (GMO). GMO foods are less common in locally-raised 
foods. Because the food is fresher, it is also more nutritious.

Buying locally helps support the local economy and local 
farmers, preserves farmland, protects the environment, promotes 
diversity, tastes great, and provides health benefits. Whenever 
you can, eat locally — everyone will benefit!

Mary H. Kintner, D.C., R.N., is a chiropractor and nutritional 
consultant practicing in Jericho

Heat safety tips from Essex Rescue
By Chelsea Dubie

Summer in Vermont is filled with barbecues, swimming, long 
hikes, and lots of time outdoors, but summertime also presents 
safety considerations that differ from other seasons in Vermont. 
As you spend time enjoying all the outdoor activities that our 
state has to offer, below are some things to keep in mind to reduce 
the risk of heat-related illness while still having fun this summer.

Heat emergencies can affect anyone, regardless of age or how 
physically fit someone is, though some people are at greater risk 
for suffering from heat-related illness than others. Infants and 
young children, people 65 years of age and older, individuals 
who are overweight or have chronic medical conditions like 
heart disease or high blood pressure, and people who overexert 
themselves during exercise or work activities are more susceptible 
to heat-induced illnesses.

Heat emergencies are preventable and recognizing the 
symptoms of heat-related illness can save someone’s life. Some 
warning signs and symptoms of heat-related illnesses include, but 
are not limited to: confusion, nausea, vomiting, lightheadedness, 
dizziness, weakness, and a loss of consciousness. If you suspect 
you or someone you know is suffering from a heat emergency, 

call 9-1-1. Heat illness can be life-threatening if not treated!
Below are some ways to prevent and reduce overheating while 

enjoying summertime in Vermont:
• Stay hydrated. Don’t want until you are thirsty to drink water.
• Stay in an air-conditioned location as much as possible.
• Wear loose-fitting, lightweight, and light-colored clothing.
• Wear sunscreen to prevent sunburn, which can affect your 

body’s ability to cool itself.
• Reduce or limit work and exercising when it is hot outside.
• Plan activities during cooler times of the day, such as early in 

the morning or later in the evening.
• Establish a “buddy system” when working in the heat: look 

out for friends and coworkers and ask them to do the same for 
you.

• Check on elderly friends and family at least once a day 
during heat waves.

• Remember to never leave infants, children, or pets in a 
parked car, even if the windows are cracked open.

Be safe and stay cool this summer.
If you are interested in volunteering with Essex Rescue, please 

visit our website www.essexrescue.org, give us a call at 802-878-
4859, or reach out on our Facebook page.

A heads-up about fainting spells
Parents have been anything but faint of heart to ask me about 

what to do if their child or teenager should experience a fainting 
episode. Well, let me pass out some information on this particular 
topic.

What is fainting?
Fainting represents a temporary loss of consciousness as 

a result of blood not going to the brain due to a drop in blood 
pressure. It is characterized by dizziness, lightheadedness, 
nausea, blurred vision, and sweating until adequate blood can 
reach the brain.

Why we faint
There are many reasons why a child or teenager can faint — 

and most of them aren’t serious in young people.
The most common is when nerves that stimulate the heart and 

blood vessels get overstimulated and cause the heart to speed up, 
then slow down, and blood pressure drops. Emotional stress like 
fright, pain, anxiety, and hyperventilation can be the triggers for 
these nerves to cause someone to faint.

Being dehydrated, especially if in an environment that is too 
hot and crowded, or standing for a long time, or just getting up 
too fast after sitting or lying down, can trigger a fainting response, 
which is also called a vasovagal response.

There are some medical causes, such as problems with a 
medication, a low red blood cell count causing anemia, or low 
blood sugar. On rare occasions, fainting may be due to rarer 
conditions like heart rhythm problems, or a structural problem 
with the heart itself.

How to prevent fainting
If someone thinks they are going to faint, try to help them lie 

down before this happens, and loosen any tight clothing especially 
around their neck. If your child is out in hot weather or heated 
conditions, make sure hydration is always ample before, during, 
and after exercise. If you sit for long periods, tensing up the leg 
muscles or crossing legs can help improve blood flow. And of 
course — avoid overheated, cramped, or stuffy environments as 
much as possible.

What to do when fainting happens
If a child does faint, keep your child lying down for 10-15 

minutes with their legs elevated after they revive to make sure 
they don’t faint again, and give them something to drink if they 
are able to do so. Please contact your child’s health care provider 
right after the episode occurs for further advice. If your child 
does not revive within a minute or so, if they hurt themselves 
fainting, are experiencing chest pain or shortness of breath 
before, during, or after fainting, or the episode occurred while 
exercising, this type of fainting may signal more of a medical 

emergency requiring you to call 9-1-1 for help.
Hopefully, tips like these will help you stand up to the challenge 

of helping your child if they think they are going to faint. 
Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at the UVM Children’s 

Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine

Free health promotion workshops
Learn how to make practical lifestyle changes with the support 

of trained facilitators and a small group of people. Choose from 
Chronic Pain Management, Chronic Disease Management, 
Diabetes Management, or Prevention and Quitting Tobacco. All 
workshops are currently held via Zoom.

Please visit http://www.MyHealthyVT.org for more information 
or contact Rorie at roried@protonmail.com. Sponsored by 
Vermont’s Blueprint for Health.

Bear behavior
To the Editor,

We neighbors in the Chads Road, Corbett Road area (in 
Pleasant Valley) have a large, probably male, bear wandering 
around our neighborhood. It ambled in my driveway Wednesday 
(June 28) about 9:45 AM. My two border collies ran barking to 
about 30 feet from it. It could care less and kept ambling through.

Two days later Robbie, my 3-year-old border collie, and I 
hiked out into the large hayfield off Deane Road. There he was 
about 100 feet in the field nibbling something, maybe white 
clover. I kept Robbie near me and he didn’t bark though of course 
inquisitive. Interesting, being in a wide open field with a big bear, 
but again he could care less. Encountering a bear on the trail 
usually ends in a matter of seconds as the bear runs off about 
40 feet, stops and looks back to see what you’re doing before 
ambling off. Here in the field being with the bear was a lot longer. 
He eventually ambled into the woods near where Robbie and I 
emerged, the distance between us never less than about 80 feet. 
So no fear, but behaving as he should by keeping a good distance 
between us.

David Edson
Underhill

Support, strengthen public 
education in Vermont
To the Editor,

Yes, Vermont must strengthen and support public education!
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into stark relief 

the economic, social, and racial inequalities in Vermont and 
across the country. Public schools are the cornerstones of our 
communities, and as we have witnessed and experienced, they 
have proven to be even more essential to the welfare of children 
and families during the pandemic.

As schools prepare to reopen this fall, we — members and 
supporters of Rights and Democracy — want to ensure not only 
that they reopen safely, but that Vermont recognizes the value 
of public education, and is committed to strengthening and 
supporting this vital community resource through the pandemic 
and beyond. In addition, parents and families, in partnership with 
teachers and school support staff, are among the most powerful 
voices to identify the needs of our children, our schools, and our 
communities, and these stakeholders should play a significant 
role in shaping the future of education to ensure that all Vermont 
children have access to the public schools they need and deserve.

Please sign our petition in support of Vermont’s public schools: 
https://secure.everyaction.com/1aeGSg3KqE6Ttw2mzpWDnw2.

Brian Walsh
Jericho



Mountain Gazette, July 15, 2021                                                   Page 5www.mountaingazetteofvermont.com

WORSHIP SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Community columns continued from page 3

Community columns continued on page 5

him, married him. She found out later that, although he was 
attracted to her, the reason he took care of her car was because 
she let him use the car to go places.

Everyone close to Gail told her not to marry him, but she was 
very stubborn and married him anyway. He was from Lebanon 
and was always talking about how U.S. people were inferior 
to the Lebanese. We gave Gail a lot of used furniture, washing 
machine, lawn mower, etc. but nothing lasted long because her 
husband would tinker with everything until it no longer worked. 
Having difficulty holding a job for very long, he finally bought 
a store from one of my uncles. That only lasted a few months, 
because he would follow people around in the store being 
paranoid that they would steal from him. His customers didn’t go 
for that, and he lost a lot of business.

Eventually, he got a message from a relative in Australia with 
a job offer. So, John G. and Gail moved to Australia with their 
three young kids. He worked for an accountant for a while and 
eventually opened an accounting business, where Gail was his 
secretary. Gail eventually got a job at the Post Office, and John 
G. moved on to another love interest, and their marriage ended 
in divorce.

Jack Smith was a co-worker of Gail’s. In 1986 when they 
started dating, Gail was 42 and Jack was 56. Jack visited the U.S. 
three times in his life and hated every trip. He was always cold, 
even though he never came when snow was prevalent. When it’s 
winter there it’s summer over here. He told me amusing stores 
and swore they were true, but I knew he was lying or at least 
exaggerating.

Of course, his car had a boot instead of a trunk, a bonnet 
instead of a hood, and a fender instead of a bumper. He called 
all kinds of squash pumpkins, and all kinds of bread he called 
bread-rolls. We took him to Trapp Family Lodge for lunch. The 

waitress asked Jack what he wanted, and he said a “bread-roll.” 
She said, “Do you want a bread or a roll?” and he again replied, 
“bread-roll.” I explained to him that bread was separate from 
the roll, and he became exasperated. Then the waitress asked 
whether he wanted white, wheat, or rye. He said, “How come 
you have so many choices?” before settling on the first one. He 
was very puzzled why Americans used the wrong names for 
vegetables and car parts, and we just agreed with him, so as not 
to make a scene.

He traveled with a suitcase and they both had a small carry-on. 
Gail wore all silk clothing, so all her clothes fit in her small bag. 
We all wondered why he took as much time in the bathroom every 
morning, and we found out that he hand-washed his clothes from 
the day before and didn’t have any extra clothes in his suitcase. It 
was empty because he gathered all kinds of brochures, maps, and 
anything free and readable and filled his suitcase with them. He 
also brought a strange movie camera with him. It looked like a 
large briefcase with a handle on top. A “snorkel” came out of the 
case, and that he put his eye to. He was a projectionist at that time 
and showed me some of the film he had taken down in Virginia at 
a park with some relatives. I had to laugh because it was a good 
picture, but when they had their backs to him, he only filmed 
their legs, so we could only guess whose legs they were.

He was fascinated with trains and knew all about different 
engines. We got tickets for the Harvest Train, which I believe 
went from Morrisville to Hardwick and back. We wanted to 
surprise him, so we told him that he had to get up early, since he 
spent two hours in the bathroom. We took him to the train, and 
he was running around outside the train taking pictures. When 
they hollered “All aboard!” I waved to Jack, and he came over 
all excited and said, “Are we going to ride the train?” and I said 

yes. He thought we had only brought him there to take pictures.
Jack told us that he married Gail to take care of her because 

she was frail. In truth, she was in top condition and ate healthy 
and ended up taking care of Jack. My father said that Jack was so 
slow that he had to put a 2x4 beside him to see if he was moving. 
He also noted that Jack had “deep pockets, but short arms.”

Jack told Gail that he was hired as a projectionist on a cruise 
ship, and she could go with him without paying (free). We were 
all impressed until we found out the cruise ship’s name, the 
Achille Lauro. You may have heard of this ship because it was 
hijacked by Palestinian terrorists and they shot and threw Leon 
Klinghoffer, a wheelchair-bound U.S. veteran, overboard. Jack 
was probably the only person who wanted to work on the old 
cruise ship and took the job. Gail said that the ship was dirty, 
rusting, and they had little food. They were welding and repairing 
the ship night and day, so she couldn’t get any sleep. Eventually, 
the ship caught fire and sunk in 1994 off the coast of Somalia.

While visiting my mother, Jack washed the dishes. My mom 
said she had to wash them over because Jack didn’t use any 
soap! My father had a cherry tree in Virginia and Jack offered 
to pick cherries. He used a ladder and picked a goodly amount 
of cherries. Ultimately though, he fell off the ladder and rolled 
down the hill with cherries scattered everywhere. When my 
oldest son asked if Old Jack had room to stay with him if he 
came for a visit, Jack scratched his head and said, “Well, I could 
move out.” Jack told me that he took his car into the outback, and 
he had a leaky radiator, so he put some hay in the radiator, and of 
course that didn’t help. So, he got a whole bunch of bubble gum 
and chewed it up to stop the leak and swore that was true. Most 
of Jack’s stories were not true but at least they were entertaining. 
Old Jack died a few years ago, but I will never forget him.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship are held on the second and fourth Sundays of each 
month, September-June. Services are led by members of the 
fellowship and by invited guest speakers, including visiting UU 
ministers and leaders of other faiths. Each service explores a 
different topic. Worship, reflect, and sustain one another, within 
an inclusive spiritual community, built on values of honoring 
and affirming the worth of every person, striving for justice, 
participating in the world community, and respecting the natural 
web of existence. Please contact president@mmuuf.org or 899-
2558 for how to join. Located at 195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn 
more at www.mmuuf.org and www.uua.org.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship together 
every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is traditional 
but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much more. For 
instructions on joining worship from home, please see https://
unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-home/. We 
provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, and service, 
but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and contemplate 
your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s office (with 
voicemail) 899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday and Wednesday 
11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 899-4583.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church now worships in person at the 

church on Sundays at 9:30 AM. Calvary Episcopal Church  is 
a welcoming, caring, Christian community called to live the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow our spiritual gifts, and serve our 
neighbors. Calvary is located at 370 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. All are 
warmly welcome!

Online church services 
in Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called to 
join us for our online church services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to 

watch can do so via our Facebook pages. So, as we like to say at 
the church: know that no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s journey, you are welcome at our church; or in this case, our 
web-space! https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch or 
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are 
not alone, and we are here to help.

All are welcome at Good 
Shepherd, Jericho

You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Church at 9:00 
AM every Sunday. In-person services resume on Sunday, July 
4. All are welcome! In addition, Centering Prayer Meditation 
Practice is offered on Fridays at 8:00 AM; access information 
and more about the church is at Goodshepherdjericho.org. We 
are an open-minded Christian community where people from 
different faith traditions, along with those who aren’t sure where 
they belong or what they believe, seek the support of a spiritual 
home. We welcome you in the name and love of Christ. Contact 
Pastor Arnold Isidore Thomas for more information at 802-503-
9666 or pastorthomas@goodshepherdjericho.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church 
outdoor worship service

Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 
Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals 
are all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, 
you are welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not 
at all. All are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There 
will be music, prayer, and message from our pastor Rev. Sean 
Delmore on Zoom for virtual worship. For updates or a Zoom 
invitation, please contact 802-899-4288 or Jen (luitjens@yahoo.
com). Located at 71 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.

Senate update: On patriotism 
and veto overrides

By Kesha Ram, State Senator, Chittenden District
July 1
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
With the 4th of July approaching, this time of year calls upon 

each of us to think about our relationship to our country, our state, 
and one another. Personally, I am thinking about how we define 
patriotism coming out of a year that saw us go to extraordinary 
lengths to take care of our fellow human beings, and also saw us 
question the strength of our shared humanity in the face of great 
hostility and violence, including an insurrection in our Capitol. 
Mostly, I am deeply grateful to be in a state that is a model for 
compassion, common sense, and care for our community.

As we have just come through a veto session focused on the 
question of citizenship and voting, I particularly want to honor 
the City of Winooski. Winooski, now entering its 100th year as a 
chartered city, was built on the hopes, dreams, and hard work of 
immigrants, from textile mills during the merino wool boom to 
the soap-making and biotech instruments of today, and always 
with unique markets, small businesses, and religious and cultural 
centers that continue to make it a unique, vibrant destination in 
our state.

Winooski advanced all-resident voting by a 70% majority so 
that, in the future, 10% more residents can vote in local elections. 
This is an incredible and historic advance for democracy, 
voting rights, and civic participation, and we just overrode the 
Governor’s veto of this charter change, so it will take effect next 
Town Meeting Day. This change will also take place in the City 
of Montpelier, as well.

All-resident voting is not new in the United States. Up until 
the start of the 20th century, when anti-immigrant sentiment 
began to rise, at least 22 states formally allowed non-citizens to 
vote in local, state, and federal elections. By 1926, all states had 
abolished the practice of allowing all residents to vote. We have 
now joined Chicago, San Francisco, Seattle, and Maryland in 
restoring the rights of immigrants to vote in local elections.

All-resident voting does not diminish who we are as citizens, it 
reminds us that citizenship is not static, that exercising citizenship 
is a verb and not a noun. As Alexis de Tocqueville once wrote 
about our beloved local democracy: “The native of New England 
is attached to his township because it is independent and free: his 
co-operation in its affairs ensures his attachment to its interest; 
the well-being it affords him secures his affection; and its welfare 
is the aim of his ambition and of his future exertions: he takes 
a part in every occurrence in the place; he practices the art of 
government in the small sphere within his reach; he accustoms 
himself to those forms which can alone ensure the steady 
progress of liberty; he imbibes their spirit; he acquires a taste 
for order, comprehends the union or the balance of powers, and 
collects clear practical notions on the nature of his duties and the 
extent of his rights.”

Thank you, Winooski, for helping us to think differently about 
what ‘citizenship’ and ‘patriotism’ mean, and how we treat them 
as a verb and not a noun, as we approach Independence Day. For 
us as Vermonters, this allows us to think about how we fully live 
into our motto of “Freedom and Unity,” which can sometimes 
seem confounding, and other times liberating, and is at all times 
what we strive for in our beloved state. 

Happy 4th of July.

The Summer Reading Program 2021: Tails and Tales runs through Saturday, August 14 at local 
libraries, including the Westford Public Library, through Saturday, August 14.  
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The library is open for browsing with new hours, no 
appointment needed! Masks are required for everyone over the 
age of two because we have so many children using the library 
right now. Computer users do need to call for an appointment 
(899-4962). Everyone is asked to limit in the library time to 30 
minutes. The new hours are: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00 AM 
– 8:00 PM, Wednesdays and Fridays 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Sat 
10:00 AM –2:00 PM. We still have curbside pick up available! 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 AM – 7:30 PM, Wednesdays and 
Fridays 11:00 AM – 5:30 PM, Saturdays 11:00 AM – 1:30 PM. 
When you visit be sure to stop by the lovely gardens both in front 
and around the back!

Here is a link to the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library / 
Jericho Town Library video about our 2021 Summer Reading 

Program: Tails and 
Tales: https://youtu.be/
oXf7TUxypvE.

Curbside hours: You 
may place items on 
hold at https://drml.
bywatersolutions.com. You 
will receive an email or a 
phone call when your item 
is ready. Just let us know what day you would like to pick it up 
by calling 899-4962 or emailing rawsonlibrary@drml.org. Items 
may be returned in the book drop any time. Items are quarantined 
up to a week before they are checked in. Our WiFi remains active 
and is accessible from the parking lot or other areas adjacent to 
the building. WiFi is available 24/7. A password is not needed to 
connect. Please be aware that our WiFi does not offer a secure 
connection.

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

Adult Programs
Saturday, July 24: Author Visit with Toni Buzzeo, 11:00 AM. 

All ages. Author Toni Buzzeo (My Big Rig, One Cool Friend) 
will Zoom in to talk to us all about writing, animals, and to 
answer your questions. Phoenix Books will also be hosting 

a book sale of his work. Each book purchased has the option 
of a personalized book plate from Toni! Visit our special book 
sale page at https://www.phoenixbooks.biz/DRML. Sign up for 
a meeting link at https://forms.gle/ZpYdutH1UANHTzQp8, call 
899-4962, or email youth_librarian@drml.org. 

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers — always the second Tuesday 
of the month at 7:00 PM. DRBL is a monthly adult book 
discussion group. New members are always welcome to drop in 
on any meeting, For more information on how to join in, contact 
Christine@cstaffa.com.

Youth Programs
Thursday, July 15: Very Merry Theater presents Moana Jr., 

12:00 PM. All ages. Live at DRML, join us for this performance. 
No registration required. Hope to see you there! (Rain location of 

Libraries continued on page 6
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Underhill ID building.)
Tuesday, July 20: Making Accordion Books with the Jericho 

Underhill Land Trust, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Ages 8+. Join local 
artist and children’s book author Diana D. Dunn and learn how 
to make your own book for your sketches and drawings. Art 
supplies will be provided, but you’re welcome to bring your own. 
Call 899-4962 or email youth_librarian@drml.org to sign up.

Summer Reading Program Information: You’ve been waiting, 
and here it is! Visit our Summer Reading Program webpage to 
find out about all the cool stuff we have going on this summer: 
https://www.drml.org/srp2021. 

Outdoor Story Time — Tuesdays, 10:30 AM. Join Ms. Abbey 
on the back lawn of the library Tuesday mornings for stories 
and songs! This program is weather dependent. If it is a rainy 
morning we will not meet. If you are not sure if storytime is 
happening, check our Facebook page or call 802-899-4962. For 
the safety of all who attend, everyone must maintain six feet of 
social distance, and everyone over the age of two must wear a 
mask. Please bring a blanket or a towel for your family to sit on. 
Contact 802-899-4962 or youth_librarian@drml.org for more 
information.

 Story Walk — Starting at the end of the sidewalk on the right 
side of the building and wrapping around the edge of the field. 
Look for a new story almost every month, or reread great stories 
on each visit.

Curbside Crafts — Pick up a Tails and Tales themed craft kit 
each Wednesday from the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library 
or the Jericho Town Library. Supplies are limited, so first come 
first served!

Summer Reading Bingo — Pick up a new BINGO sheet each 
month!

Visit DRML and JTL at the Jericho Farmers’ Market — 
Thursdays 3:00 – 6:00 PM.

Summer Reading Challenge: Readers of all ages across 
Vermont are invited to participate in the 2021 Vermont Summer 
Reading Challenge, available through August 31 at vermont.
beanstack.org! Read or listen to any book and track minutes 
using the Beanstack web or mobile app. You can help young 
children participate by tracking minutes when reading to or with 
them. Log minutes and complete activities to earn digital badges. 
Collect 10 badges to complete the challenge!

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Jericho Town Library is fully open, no appointment needed. 

10:00 AM – 7:00 PM Tuesday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Wednesday 
to Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  Saturday: note the special 
evening hours on Tuesdays! Masks required indoors for 
unvaccinated folks (including children 2-12); optional otherwise.

Since we are now fully reopened, we are suspending our 
curbside service. We’re happy we were able to keep getting 
books into your hands throughout the past year, but now that we 
are essentially back to normal operations we are excited to see 
everyone in-person again!

Thanks so much for your patience and cooperation these 
past few months as we’ve been working to reopen safely and 
responsibly. We can’t wait to see you!

Here is a link to the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library / 
Jericho Town Library video about our 2021 Summer Reading 
Program: Tails and Tales: https://youtu.be/oXf7TUxypvE.

Join us for storytime at 10:30 AM every Wednesday this 
summer! Storytime will feature some exciting picture books, 
crafts and other hands-on activities, and plenty of chances to 
get some wiggles out. Look for our canopy tent on the Town 
Green in front of the library. No need to pre-register or make an 
appointment! You are encouraged to bring a picnic blanket or 
towel to sit on. Note that outdoor storytime is weather-dependent; 
when in doubt, check our social media in the morning to see if we 
have canceled (we will call it by 10:00 AM). We can’t wait to see 
you and your little ones!

Saturday, July 17: Touch-A-Truck. We’ll be here with some of 
the biggest, loudest trucks that UJFD, the Jericho Highway Crew, 
and Essex Rescue have to offer. Come for the sirens, stay for the 
flashing lights!

Saturday, July 24: Bike Safety Adventure Course. The Jericho-
Underhill Lions Club will lead a course at the library for your 
family to learn all the basics of bike safety. Prizes for everyone 
who finishes the course. BYO bikes and helmets!

Saturday, July 31: Jericho Pet Parade. Stay tuned for details 
about prize categories, judges, and timing, but start thinking 
about what your pet is going to wear! We’re excited for this 
Jericho tradition to be back in action this year.

You can read more about all of our summer programs on our 
website: http://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/summer-reading-
program.html. We hope to see you soon!

Jericho Town Library is going to be at the Jericho Farmers’ 
Market every Thursday this summer, so stop by our booth for a 
free book, fun outdoor activities, and some other goodies you can 
take home with you. And if you’ve been meaning to get a library 
card, we can help you with that, too. Come say hello, get a book, 
and play some games!

We look forward to having everyone back, and happy reading 
— Gretchen Wright, Director, Jericho Town Library

Library hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website 
and the notice boards outside of the library for updates and 
more information on programs and library services: www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup 

and in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our 
hours are: Tuesdays 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM; Thursdays 11:30 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 10:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM; and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

Calling all volunteers! Our next Committees Meeting will be 
Thursday, July 17 at 6:30 PM. If you are interested in supporting 
the library, our publicity and programming committee will be 
sharing a number of events with volunteer opportunities such 
as the Summer Reading Program, Varnum Music Events, and 
more. Our Fundraising, Finance, and Building Committees will 
also be sharing updates and opportunities for involvement. If you 
have any questions, please email us at varnumboardofdirectors@
gmail.com. Join us via Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/91503335327?
pwd=Nkc3clpGSVNFc1ltY0VDRGlTWmVYQT09.

Please review our website for all events: http://www.
varnumlibrary.org/.

Dates for the EB White Book Group; all meetings on Fridays, 
4:00 – 5:00 PM; July 16: Stuart Little; July 30: The Trumpet 
of the Swan; August 13: Charlotte’s Web. Join facilitators Rhea 
Ferris and April Tuck on the Library porch to explore three of the 
author’s most beloved stories, and learn about what inspired this 
shy writer to put pen to paper and bring alive the natural world 
around us. Refreshments will be served. If you need a copy of the 
book, please stop by the library. We have some copies to lend! 
Rhea and I look forward to hearing from you about why these are 
some of your favorite stories.

Monday, July 19, 10:00 AM: Tales of Azban, Lamoille 
County Nature Center Program. In this program, we will learn 
about Azban, the mischievous trickster raccoon of Abenaki 
animal tales. We will read a story from Vermont author Brian 
Chenevert’s book Azban’s Great Journey and learn more about 
the real raccoons that are our fascinating wildlife neighbors. 
Then we’ll see how good we are at being raccoons with a game 
of Follow the Biologist and stretch our wildlife knowledge with 
a round of Whose Tail is it Anyway? Sign up online at https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd734nHQ0-wgWjHXg2j0
VDrPFJzZ9PTICgO8kmN8OWP4f59JQ/viewform?usp=sf_link.

Wednesday, July 21, 1:30 – 2:30 PM: Comics Workshop. Want 
to learn about the world of comics, graphic novels, and illustrated 
stories? This is the summer activity for you! This workshop will 
cover the basics of turning narrative concepts into pictures, such 
as page layout, typography, visual storytelling overall! Stop by 
the library for a notebook and attend via Zoom (link to follow 
shortly).

Wednesday, July 21, 6:00 – 7:00 PM: Virtual author talk 
with Caroline Ailanthus, science-fiction writer and author of 
Ecological Memory. Although this book was written well before 
COVID-19 existed, it is set twenty years after a catastrophic 
pandemic and deals with recovery and resilience on personal, 
societal, and ecological levels. Attend via Zoom! https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88658130038?pwd=T01UYW1MK0VyY2l0
UlFRK2hITFRzQT09.

Volunteer opportunities include checking out books at the 
library, helping to shelve books, assisting with Grab-and-Go 
bags for kids and adults, and more! If you are interested in any 
of these opportunities, sign up online at https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ2QHwopFCAflmipXIFSvOIRX9MJJgbu
FYHVWdZLIta1LZJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link.

Our next Committees Meeting will be hosted on Thursday, 
July 15, 6:30 PM. We will meet at the library with an option to 
dial in via Zoom.

Please let us know how we can assist you by emailing us at 
varnumrequests@gmail.com or calling us at 644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The library is back to its normal hours of operation (meaning 

come in and browse the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, 
etc.): Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 AM – 7:00 
PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 
PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are welcome, 
children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If you feel 
you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please email 
Bree at the library and we can work something out. We want 
nothing to impede you from using the library.

Masks are no longer required for fully vaccinated individuals. 
You are welcome to continue wearing a mask as a personal 
choice. We are continuing to require masks for all unvaccinated 
or not fully vaccinated visitors while you are indoors. This 
includes children aged 2-11, who cannot be vaccinated at this 
time. Infants and toddlers aged 2 and younger are not required 
to wear a mask.

Masks are not required at any of our outside programs.
The Summer Reading Program 2021: Tails and Tales runs 

through Saturday, August 14 (register on the website or our 
Facebook page, or at the Library). Age levels, reading goals, and 
prizes:

• Little Cubs, ages 0-2 (babies and toddlers). Fun activities for 
families to do together; stuffed animal prize at the end;

• Ages 3-8 (kids): ten books read per raffle ticket;
• Ages 9-12 (tweens): three books read per raffle ticket;
• Ages 13-18 (teens): one book read per raffle ticket;
• Adults 18+ (adults): one book per raffle ticket. Adults fill out 

their own raffle tickets at the library as they read.
Raffle tickets will be made by Ms. Bree when reading logs 

are turned in; logs are due Friday, August 13. Raffle tickets will 
also be given for coming to programs. Prizes consist of gift 
certificates to Turner Toy & Hobby, Phoenix Books, Westford 
Country Store, and more! Prizes will be awarded at the end of the 
Summer Reading Program.

Summer Reading Program Events Schedule and Details — 
events with a * require pre-registration. All events are on the 
Common unless noted:

*Wednesday, July 14: Bob, the Reading Tortoise, 5:30 – 6:30 
PM. Readers entering grades 1-5 can sign up for a 15-minute 
reading slot.

Thursday, July 15: All about K-9 Dogs with Officer Dewey, 
4:30 – 5:30 PM. What does a K-9 dog do? How are they trained?

*Friday, July 16: BristleBots, two sessions: 4:30 – 5:30 PM 
or 6:00 – 7:00 PM. This program is inside the library. Make a 
fun creature and learn about how electric current works. A great 
STEM activity for K and up! Sessions limited to 15 total; signup 
required 

Thursday, July 22: Pet Rocks with MC Baker, drop in 4:30 
– 6:30 PM. Learn acrylic and other paint techniques. Wear 
“stainable” clothes!

Friday, July 23: All About Horses! 4:30 – 5:30 PM. Carol 
Winfield will teach us about her pinto horse. No rides at this 
event.

Saturday, July 24: Pet-Picture Bottlecap Necklaces or 
Keychains, drop in 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM. This session is inside. 
Bring a picture or two of your favorite animal or pet (it needs to 
fit in a 1-inch circle) and make a bottlecap necklace or keychain.

Thursday, July 29: Pet-Picture Bottlecap Necklaces or 
Keychains, drop in 4:30 – 6:30 PM. This session is outside. See 
previous item July 24.

Friday, July 30: Folded Book Hedgehogs, drop in 4:30 – 6:30 
PM. This program is inside the library. Learn how to make a 
“book-hog” — you can make it right in the library or pick up all 
the supplies needed to make one at home.

Saturday, July 31: Folded Book Hedgehogs drop in 10:30 – 
12:00 PM. This program is inside the library — see above.

Sunday, August 8: Mr. Chris and Friend Concert on the 
Common, 7:00 PM. Sponsored by The Westford Public Library. 
PBS singer and Vermont Kids superstar Mr. Chris will be playing 
a concert to delight the whole family. Not to be missed! 

Thursday, August 12: Magic Butterflies, drop in 4:30 – 6:30 
PM. Drop in to make a rubber band powered butter that actually 
flies! 

Friday, August 13: reading logs due. Turn in your log or fill out 
the online reporting form. Raffle winners will be notified.

Friday, August 13: VINS’ Super Powered Critters, 4:30 – 6:30 
PM. VINS will show off some of its creatures and their awesome 
features! 

Saturday, August 14: Summer Reading Prize Pickup
Here’s another episode of Bree on Books! You can trust my 

recommendations or pick out your favorites now that we are 
open our regular hours. New Adult Non-fiction: https://youtu.
be/pVwv__ny5nc. New Adult Fiction part one: https://youtu.
be/-Tkx_Zbh2YU. New Adult Fiction part two: https://youtu.be/
gGdUZvfq6hI.

Animal Storytime: Thursdays at 11:30 AM on the Common 
(cancelled if the weather is bad). Every week we will read 
stories about animals, and sing and move, too! Take-home crafts 
available. We hope to have live animals at every storytime. July 
15: Guinea Pigs. July 22: Chickens. July 29: Rabbits. Bring 
your lunch, a blanket, and be ready for fun! (No Storytime on 
Thursday, August 5.)

Fiber Arts Group: meets every Thursday, in person at the 
library, 6:30 PM.

Wednesday, July 21: Adult Book Group, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, 
on the Common. Watership Down by Richard Adams was a 
worldwide bestseller for more than 40 years, the tale of a band 
of wild rabbits struggling to hold onto their place in the world. 
Print copies available at the library; audiobook on Libby. Bring 
your own chair! If the weather is bad, we’ll move into the library.

Stretch your legs and enjoy Westford’s hiking trails! There is 
a Poetry Walk on the Schultz Trail, filled with animal poems to 
ponder. There is a Story Walk with animal tales on the school 
trails; see the kiosk for the exact trail. And look for details to come 
about Westford Trail Passports, from the Westford Conservation 
Commission and the Library.

FREE/DISCOUNTED SUMMER FUN! Passes are available 
for a three-day check out. Passes may not be reserved, but are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis:

• Vermont State Parks (FREE family day use) 
• Vermont Historic Sites (FREE family pass) 
• Shelburne Farms (FREE family pass) 
• Shelburne Museum (half price entrance) 
• ECHO Center ($7/person) 
• Birds of Vermont Museum (BOGO) 
• American Precision Museum, Windsor, VT (FREE family 

pass) 
• Vermont History Museum (FREE family pass) 
• Lake Champlain Maritime Museum (pass not needed this 

season: free admission for all) 
• NEW! VINS ($5 per person up to four people) 
• NEW! Fairbanks Museum (FREE Family pass) 
The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 

first Wednesday of each month, 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on the third 
Saturday, 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased openings, they need 
more inventory! The Westford Public Library has food collection 
bins at all curbside pickups from now on. These bins are for non-
perishable food and household items.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Happy Summer! The Fairfax Community Library will be 

open and beginning new summer hours on Tuesday, July 6! The 
summer hours are: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10:00 AM – 
5:30 PM; Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM; Saturday 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. You can browse for materials, pick up your 
holds, sign up for a computer session or use the Wi-Fi, print 
pages, or simply sit and read. If this does not meet your needs, 
please contact us for other options.

We are starting in-person events again! All programs will take 
place outside in person unless otherwise noted. Please sign up at 
least one week before the program date. All events free, unless 
noted. Pre-registration required; call 802-849-2420 or email 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

Youth Events
Thursday, July 15, 2:00 PM: DIY Animal Marionettes. Make 

and decorate your own animal marionette! Join us on the middle 
school lawn for this program, and we recommend masks for the 
safety of those who are unable to be vaccinated. Ages 6+ Please 
email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 849-2420 to register!

Thursday, July 22, 2:00 PM: Create a New Animal! Design 
and build your own, new, never been seen before animal! Join us 
on the middle school lawn for this program, and we recommend 
masks for the safety of those who are unable to be vaccinated. 
Ages 6+ Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 849-
2420 to register!

Tuesdays through July 27, 10:30 – 11:15 AM: Preschool Story 
Time. Theme: Animal Stories. Join us for stories and songs! 
We will meet outside on the middle school lawn. Please bring 
a blanket or something to sit on, and don’t forget to wear your 
masks and keep social distancing guidelines in mind! Children’s 
books will be available to check out as well. Before you leave, 
pick up an activity to make at home!

Adult Events
Saturday, July 31, 1:00 PM: Virtual Knitting Club. Relax and 

chat while working on your latest knitting or crochet project! If 
you would like some basic knitting materials, let us know and 
they will be provided at curbside pickup on Thursday from 3:00 – 
7:00 PM. Join the Zoom meeting on Saturday at 1:00 PM! Please 
register with libraryfairfax@gmail.com to receive the zoom link!

Saturday, July 17, 11:00 AM: Stamp Making. Try your hand at 
stamp making! Materials provided. This program will be hosted 
indoors. Please email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 849-
2420 to register!

Virtual Book Club. Book and time TBA! To request a copy of 
the book for curbside pickup, please call the library or send an 
email to fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com, or call us at 849-2420. All 
are welcome!
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
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Family Events
Thursday, July 29, 5:30 – 6:30 PM: Cat Café. Thinking about 

adoption? Just want to meet some cute kitties? The Fairfax 
Library is partnering with the Franklin County Animal Rescue 
to host a Cat Café! Café visits are by appointment, and donations 
to the shelter are greatly appreciated. If you would like to 
adopt a specific cat, please contact FCAR (524-9650 or info@
fcarpets.org) ahead of time and they will bring that cat to the 
café to meet you. If you don’t have a specific cat in mind that’s 
fine as well, you can start the adoption process at the café if 
you meet a cat you’d like to take home! Please call 849-2420, 
or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com to register! To look at the 
different cats up for adoption, visit FCAR’s website https://www.
franklincountyanimalrescue.org/cats! 

Looking for some fun walks around the state? Check out 
DigInVt’s Farm Walks Across Vermont online at https://diginvt.
com/trails/detail/farm-walks-across-vermont. On this site, you’ll 
find easy walking trails for taking a stroll. For more summertime 
fun, the library also has passes to area attractions available to 
borrow!

Library hours, beginning July 6: Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 10:00 AM – 5:30 PM; Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 AM – 
7:00 PM; Saturday 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
The Library is open for in-person browsing on an appointment 

basis. Appointments will be every 30 minutes. Call or email. 
Please continue to wear masks within the Library. 

Youth Summer Reading Program: It’s going to be great! 
Here is how the Summer Reading Program will work this year: 
Visit the library foyer to pick up your Summer Reading Record. 
Upon your visit you will find clear instructions for self-serve 
registration. You will be invited to take a charm necklace or 
keychain and your first charm. You may request library books by 
putting them on hold through your RFL account (rfl.kohavt.org), 
by emailing or calling (rfl@gmavt.net/434-3036) or by filling out 
a “Book Bundle” request slip (available in the library foyer) and 
leaving it in the box provided. When books are ready for pickup 
they will be placed in the foyer book bin corresponding to your 
last name, and you will be notified. As you read books (and they 
don’t need to be library books), add their titles to your reading 
record and bring this with you when you next come to the Library. 

Come back each week to add stickers to your Summer Reading 
Record, to get the week’s charm for your necklace or keychain, 
and of course to pick up new books. Check the library’s website 
regularly to learn about any updated policies regarding library 
hours and protocols.

Outdoor Storytime: We will gather on the library lawn behind 
the building and observe whatever current safety protocols are 
being recommended. Families should bring their own blanket or 
chairs and are welcome to bring snacks and/or a picnic lunch. No 
registration is necessary. Storytime includes books with big, bold 
pictures, rhymes, songs, and the opportunity to pick out some 
picture books to take home. Join us on Mondays at 11:00 AM 
throughout July.

Youth Open Air Arts & Crafts: Join library staff for some fun 
crafting in the backyard this summer. We will be using natural 
and recycled materials as well as other craft supplies to create 
one-of-a-kind masterpieces. A full schedule of programs appears 
on our website under the youth services tab. Please call ahead to 
reserve your spot each week as supplies are limited and will go 
first to those who register. rflgmavt.net/434-3036.

Science Under the Sun: This summer we will be offering 
four different science programs for youth aged 3-13. Topics 
will include worms, birds, the color wheel, and bats, and will 
include stories, experiments, and hands-on learning. Check out 
our website for dates and times and for more information about 
each program. Please call ahead to reserve your spot.

A StoryWalk® is an outdoor reading experience that reveals 
a story page by page as the reader follows the StoryWalk route. 
There will be a new StoryWalk set up around the library grounds 
each month this summer.

VOX Audio/Picture Books for Young Children: Thanks to a 
generous donation we were recently able to expand our collection 
of VOX Books, slim audio devices that live in beautiful full-
size picture books. The permanently attached VOX Reader 
transforms an ordinary picture book into an all-in-one read-along 
with no need for computers, tablets, or CDs. Children simply 
push a button to listen and read. From what we have seen and 
heard so far, kids love them. Request one today for your favorite 
little person.

Curbside Hours have been extended: new hours are Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM, 
Wednesdays 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM, and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 
2:00 PM.

Online content. Visit the Library’s web page and check out 
the Online Services. Download a book from Overdrive, learn a 
new language with Rocket Languages, pursue a new career with 

Learning Express, explore a new hobby or learn a new skill with 
Universal Class. All free with your library card!

Electric vehicle charging is available at the Library/Town 
Center Municipal Parking Lot. Anyone with an electric vehicle 
(EV) can take advantage of the Town’s new ChargePoint Charging 
Station, providing level-2 charging for up to two vehicles. Energy 
is provided “at cost,” and is equivalent to paying about $1.50/
gallon for a gas vehicle. Users can check if the chargers are in use 
on chargepoint.com or your favorite EV app.

Contact us at 434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or rfl@
gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Our program offerings or changes are on our program calendar 

at https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.
The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM 

– 6:00 PM.
Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.

org/ by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received by 5:00 
PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in requests 
received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day pick-up. 
We will call you when your request is ready.

Our book drop is open for returns. Because we are still 
encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all materials will be 
checked out to you for three weeks.

Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 878-6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
The Essex Free Library offers curbside pickup, Monday-

Friday, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM. For more curbside details, please 
visit https://www.essexvt.org/753/Curbside-Services.

We are accepting book returns in the book drop only. Please do 
not return books inside the vestibule.

While the building is closed, our online resources and services 
are always open. All you need is your library card. Don’t have 
a library card? Request a virtual library e-card today to access 
our ebook and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com.

Library continued from page 6

Food help during summer 
and beyond

VT Dept. for Children and Families
Below are some programs that can help you put food on the 

table: 
3SQUARESVT — If you qualify, you’ll get money every month 

that you can use to buy eligible food at participating stores and 
farmers markets. https://dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/3SquaresVT

3SQUARESVT IN A SNAP! — An easier way for older and 
disabled Vermonters to apply for 3SquaresVT benefits. https://
dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/3SquaresVT/SNAP

CROP CASH — If you get 3SquaresVT, you can turn up 
to $10 of your benefit into $20 you can use to buy fresh fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs at participating farmers markets. https://
nofavt.org/cropcash 

COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD PROGRAM 
(CSFP) — If you’re aged 60 or older and meet income 
guidelines, you can get a free box of food every month. https://
www.vtfoodbank.org/share-food/csfp

FARM TO FAMILY — If you qualify, you can get coupons 
you can use to buy locally-grown fresh fruits, vegetables and 
herbs at participating farmers markets and farm stands. https://
dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/f2f 

FULL PLATES VT — If you qualify, you can get a free 
box of fresh produce and pantry staples at drive-through 
distribution points in all 14 Vermont counties — from now until 
September 2021. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/full-plates-vt-
tickets-151480705869

PANDEMIC-EBT — If you qualify, you can get a $375 
summer food benefit for your child. To qualify, you must: 1) 
have a school-age child who was enrolled in a school that offers 
school meals as of June 2021; and 2) apply for free/reduced-price 
meals at school before August 16. Contact your school to get an 
application. If your child is already signed up free/reduced-price 
meals at school, you should get this benefit automatically. https://
dcf.vermont.gov/esd/covid19/P-EBT

SUMMER MEALS FOR KIDS — Children aged 18 and 
younger can get free meals and snacks at sites across the state. 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids

WOMEN, INFANTS & CHILDREN (WIC) — If you’re 
income eligible and pregnant or the parent/caregiver of a child 
under 5, WIC can provide nutritious foods (including $35 for 
fruits and vegetables through September), nutrition education 
and counseling, and breastfeeding support. https://www.
healthvermont.gov/children-youth-families/wic/apply

Crafting and Knitting 
with Neighbors

The Underhill Craft Circle and Knitting with Neighbors have 
joined forces to form Craft and Knitting Circle. We are happy to 
be able to get together in person and have secured the District 5 
School House at 32 Pleasant Valley Rd., Underhill Center for our 
bi-weekly meetings. The building is wheelchair accessible and 
has toilet facilities. 

Beginning Wednesday, July 14 we will be meeting from 6:00 
- 8:00 PM. Please join us with whatever project you are working 
on and feel free to bring a friend. Please note: no skill level is 
required. If you are thinking of taking on a new craft or knitting 
project, there are folks here that can help build your skill level. 
Please let me know if you have any questions — Amy Tower, 
atowerinvt@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to seeing you!

Jericho Town History 
Vol. 3 available soon

By Stuart Alexander
Volume 3 of the History of Jericho, which has been in 

preparation for some time, is nearing completion.
The text is complete, the pictures have been chosen, and 

final editing and formatting are now underway. Volume 1, 
commissioned by the Selectboard on the occasion of Jericho’s 
sesquicentennial celebration in 1913, was completed in 1916. 
Volume 2, chronicling the next 50 years, appeared in 1962.

The present volume covers the next 50-year interval, from 
1963-2013, and will have a format similar to that of the earlier 
volumes. Topics include schools, government, businesses, clubs 
and organizations, libraries, athletes, musicians, artists, writers, 
town celebrations, roads and bridges, and of course, family 
genealogies, as well as numerous other categories.

It also includes an appendix listing town residents who have 
served the town in some capacity.

As with earlier volumes, this will be a hardbound book, 
approximately 480 pages in length. It will contain about 180 
pictures of various places and events around Jericho over the 
past 50 years.

Fundraising to pay the cost of printing is going well, with 
donations not only from the town but also businesses and 
individuals, but the total is still a bit short of what is needed to 
cover the printing costs.

The Jericho, Vermont Historical Committee is still accepting 
donations and is accepting advance orders for those interested 
in a copy.

The cost is $25, and checks should be mailed to: Jericho Town 
History, 279 VT Rt. 15, Jericho, VT 05465. Be sure to include a 
return mailing address.

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

LEND A HAND. VOLUNTEER. United Way of Northwest 
Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer Connection connects you 
to hundreds of local volunteer needs. Search by age, date, county, 
interests or causes that are important to you. Stay connected 
to community needs. Go online to https://unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com/ to learn more about these and other 
opportunities.

PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE: The St. Albans Museum 
couldn’t succeed without its volunteers, and they need more! 
Volunteers can help with a wide variety of tasks including 
carpentry work, cataloging collections, conducting local history 
research, providing tours, hosting events, fundraising, and much, 
much more. To lend your hands contact Lisa Evans, museum@
stamuseum.org.

PROTECT THE CONES! – Local Motion is in need of 
volunteers to help maintain the bike path detour along Battery 
Street by checking the cones along Battery Street from Maple 
Street up to Main Street and fixing or repositioning any tipped 
over or moved cones. Two shifts available each day, and City 
Market Member Worker credit is available. Contact Jonathon 
Weber, jonathon@localmotion.org.

DISASTER RESPONSE – The American Red Cross is seeking 
volunteers for its Grand Isle Team to help provide 24-hour 
emergency response to local disasters, particularly house fires, 
in order to be sure that those affected have access to necessities 
such as food, clothing and shelter. Training provided. Day and 
evening shifts available. Volunteers can also train to assist with 
larger scale national disasters. Contact redcross.org/volunteer.

MENTORS NEEDED – Circles of Support and Accountability 
(COSA) volunteers provide group mentoring, with specific 
objectives and guidelines, to help persons reintegrating into 
the community to help them become productive, contributing 
members of their community. Volunteers provide encouragement 
to core members to secure employment, keep appointments, and 
develop healthy relationships. Volunteers attend weekly meeting 
and are encouraged to maintain other contacts individually. 
Background check required. Contact Jill Evans, jevans@essex.
org.

Switch to clean EV 
driving and save

Green Mountain Power (GMP) helps you save with rebates on 
new and used electric vehicles (EVs). Save up to $2500 (including 
an extra $1000 for low/moderate income customers) which you 
can combine with dealer incentives, up to $4000 from the state 
of Vermont, plus a federal tax credit up to $7500. EV drivers 
also save thousands in reduced maintenance costs compared to 
driving a fossil fuel vehicle. GMP EV rebates details: https://
greenmountainpower.com/rebates-programs/electric-vehicles/
ev-rebate/.

GMP’s new discount charging rates help you reduce costs, too. 
They make charging at home the equivalent of paying about $1/
gallon. The two off-peak charging rates are about a 20% less than 
traditional residential rates, and they’re designed to reduce costs 
for all GMP customers. New EV charging rates details: https://
greenmountainpower.com/rebates-programs/electric-vehicles/
ev-charging-rates/.

You’ll need a compatible Level 2 EV charger to enroll, and we 
will give you one free when you buy or lease an EV. Free charger 
details: https://greenmountainpower.com/rebates-programs/
electric-vehicles/in-home-ev-charger/.

All of GMP’s programs are designed to help reduce costs for 
all customers. Plus, switching to electric driving also makes a 
big difference in reducing Vermont’s carbon footprint. Fossil fuel 
vehicles are the number one source of carbon emissions in the 
state! Have questions? Call us! 888-835-4672.

Meals on Wheels Lamoille 
seeks volunteers

Volunteer delivery drivers needed: Do you have time to spare 
this summer and want to give back to the community? If you 
answered YES, we have the PERFECT volunteer opportunity for 
you! Become a Meals on Wheels volunteer delivery driver. We 
have routes open Monday-Friday. You can deliver once a week 
or once a month, whatever works best for you. Meal pick-up time 
is at 10:30 AM at 21 Munson Ave., Morrisville. Most delivery 
routes are about 90 minutes. We offer a free lunch and paid 
mileage to all volunteers and promise it is fun and rewarding.

Kitchen volunteers needed: Meals on Wheels of Lamoille 
County is looking for kitchen volunteers to help prep fresh 
local veggies, packaging to-go items, and help with our dining 
reopening. We have Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday openings. 
Shifts are from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM but we can be flexible. We 
offer a free lunch, a friendly atmosphere, and air conditioning!

If you are interested in either position – or both! – please fill 
out a volunteer application online at www.mowlc.org, or call 888-
5011 to find out more.
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Change of Richmond 
Food Shelf hours

The Richmond Food Shelf and Thrift Store will be open 
Tuesdays, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM; Thursdays, 4:00 – 6:00 PM; 
and Saturdays, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

If you are not vaccinated, we appreciate you wearing a mask. 
If you need food, just show up!

Thank you!

Watershed Model Kits 
for loan from local libraries

Interested in learning more about Lake Champlain and its 
watershed? You may not need to look any further than your local 
library.

Lake Champlain Sea Grant, in partnership with the Fletcher 
Free Library in Burlington and the VT Department of Libraries, 
has created two STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
art, and mathematics) kits. Funding was provided by the Lake 
Champlain Basin Program.

These kits are designed for use with the Watershed Explorer 
Challenge booklet, created by the Watershed Alliance, a Lake 
Champlain Sea Grant youth education program, to increase 
awareness and knowledge of watershed issues. They feature 
hands-on science activities and field experiments to help families 
explore various watershed science topics.

Both kits are available for loan from 25 libraries throughout 
the Lake Champlain basin in New York and across Vermont. For 
a list of all locations and to download a copy of the booklet, go to 

http://go.uvm.edu/wse-challenge.
The Watershed Model Kit will provide information and 

supplies needed to build a working model of the Lake Champlain 
Watershed and conduct field experiments on water movement 
through a watershed. Other activities focus on things that impact 
the health of the basin, such as invasive species and cyanobacteria 
(blue-green algae).

With the Watershed Explorer Kit, families can use scientific 
methods and equipment to conduct water quality field 
assessments, including sampling benthic macroinvertebrates, to 
learn how to become a stream scientist.

Kate Belluche, Fletcher Free Library Youth Services library 
assistant, coordinated the project with help from Ashley Eaton, 
University of Vermont (UVM) watershed and lake education 
coordinator, and Jonathan Clark, Vermont Department of 
Libraries Children and Teen Services library consultant.

Lake Champlain Sea Grant is a partnership of UVM Extension, 
the State University of New York Plattsburgh, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). For more 
information, go to www.uvm.edu/seagrant.

Stages in the Sun set 
for VT Outdoor Summer Fun

The Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing 
(VDTM), the VT Arts Council, and the VT Recreation and Parks 
Association are pleased to announce the launch of a new summer 
event calendar, Stages in the Sun.

Supported by a generous COVID-19 Response Grant from 
the Vermont Community Foundation, the new Stages in the Sun 
calendar is filled with music, live events, and arts happenings at 

Alessandra Bueti of Waterbury, VT graduated on Tuesday, 
June 29, 2021 from Curry College, Milton, MA with a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree.

Ben Chabot of Waterbury, VT will attend Clarkson University 
in Potsdam, NY as a member of the Class of 2025. Chabot, who 
will be majoring in Physics, will begin studying at Clarkson in 
the fall.

Wyatt Cunningham of Waterbury, VT has been named to 
the Spring 2021 Dean’s List at Emerson College, Boston, MA. 
Cunningham is majoring in Interdisciplinary and is a member of 
the Class of 2024.

Brandon Hanley of Waterbury, VT graduated in the spring 
of 2021 from Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT. 
Hanley earned a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
Technology. Hanley also has been named to the Spring 2021 
President’s List at Vermont Technical College.

Jeremy Harriman of Jeffersonville, VT graduated in the 
spring of 2021 from Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT. Harriman earned a Certificate in Paramedicine.

Margaret Hayes of Waterbury, VT graduated in the spring 
of 2021 from Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT. 
Hayes earned an Associate of Science in Nursing.

Alex Hill of Westford, VT has earned a place on the Spring 
2021 Dean’s List at Dean College, Franklin, MA.

Marie Haviland of Waterbury, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List at the University of Rhode Island, 
Kingston, RI.

Katarina Kiripolska of Jericho, VT graduated in the spring 
of 2021 from Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT. 
Kiripolska earned a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

David Lapointe of Waterbury, VT has earned a place on the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
Worcester, MA. Lapointe is in the class of 2023, majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering.

Evan Llewellyn of Waterbury, VT has earned a place on the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
Worcester, MA. Llewellyn is in the class of 2022, majoring in 
Computer Science.

Lily Loomis of Jeffersonville, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University, Bristol, 
RI.

Quinn Munns of Jericho, VT has earned a place on the Spring 
2021 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT. Munns is pursuing a Bachelor of Science.

Liam Poulin of Waterbury, VT graduated in the spring of 2021 
from the Vermont Academy of Science and Technology (VAST) 
at Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT.

Madison Roberge of Underhill, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List, earning high honors at the University 
of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.

Brittany Rudacille of Jericho, VT graduated in the spring of 
2021 from Vermont Technical College, Randolph Center, VT. 
Rudacille earned an Associate of Science in Nursing. Hamlin 
earned an Associate of Science in Nursing, and was also named 
to the Spring 2021 Dean’s list at Vermont Technical College.

Rachel Schwartz of Waterbury, VT has been named to the 
Spring 2021 President’s List at the State University of New York, 
Potsdam, NY. Schwartz is majoring in Music.

Grace Solod of Underhill, VT has earned a place on the Spring 
2021 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, 
MA. Solod is in the class of 2024, majoring in Biology and 
Biotechnology.

Colby Surprenant of Waterbury, VT has earned a place on the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List at Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT. Surprenant is pursuing a Bachelor of Science.

Marcus Wadlington of Jeffersonville, VT graduated in the 
spring of 2021 from Vermont Technical College, Randolph 
Center, VT. Wadlington earned an Associate of Science in 
Nursing.

Jacob Wechsler of Jericho, VT graduated Magna Cum Laude 
on Sunday, May 23, 2021 from Roger Williams University, 
Bristol, RI with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering/Civil 
Engineering Specialization. Wechsler was also named to the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List at Roger Williams University.

Lily Wolf of Underhill, VT has earned a place on the Spring 
2021 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, 
MA. Wolf is in the class of 2024, majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering.

Colleen Wyatt of Jericho, VT has earned a place on the Spring 
2021 Dean’s List at Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, 
MA. Wyatt is in the class of 2021, majoring in Chemical 
Engineering.

Richard A. McGrail,  56 of Essex, 
VT passed away quietly Tuesday, June 
29, 2021 at UVM Medical Center, Bur-
lington, VT, with his loving wife Misty 
by his side. Richard was born January 
29, 1965 in Concord, NH.  He was the 
son of Richard A. McGrail Sr. and Jan-
ice A. Provost. Richard was a jack-of-
all trades. He was a very hard worker 
and a wonderful friend to all that knew 
him. The love he had for his family was 
a bond that could never be broken. 
Richard is survived by his wife Misty 
McGrail; children Wesley and Alex 

McGrail of Essex, Chris McGrail and Kimberly Desmarais both 
of Chicopee, MA, Richard McGrail (Nichole) of St. Albans; 5 
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews; also by his siblings 
brother Merrill McGrail and sister Lori McGrail of St. Albans and 
brother Mike McGrail (Stacy) of York, NC. He was predeceased 
by his parents and sister Brenda Foster. Calling hours were be 
held Sunday, July, 11, 2021 at Stephen C. Gregory and Son Cre-
mation Service, 472 Meadowland Drive, Suite 7, South Burling-
ton, VT. 

Nadia Leadbetter, who lived happily in Cambridge, VT, 
passed away quietly at her home in 
Cambridge on Monday June 21, 2021. 
She was born in Bangor, ME and grew 
up in Lincoln, ME with two brothers 
and her parents Olande and Louse 
Barton. Her family was her life and 
she had many hobbies throughout her 
life. She was an avid bird watcher, pie/
cookie/pastry cook, a fanatic tennis 
player, skier, outdoor enthusiast, 
gardener, and above all else a selfless 
caregiver to whoever needed it. Nadia 
initiated a movement in Vermont by 
holding the first breast cancer support 

group in her own home. This grew into a statewide program for 
many women and continues to this day. Survived by her loving 
husband Guy; her three children Linda, Gig, and Annie; eight 
grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. All were so lucky to 
have her in their lives. The neighbors and friends that supported 
her in the final months, weeks, and days are people her family 
will forever be grateful for. Services will be private at the 
convenience of the family. The family invites you to share your 
memories and condolences by visiting awrfh.com.

Jean Hovey Abair passed away on Monday, June 14, 2021 at 
The Arbors in Shelburne, VT. Jean was born to Hosea and Sarah 
Hovey on May 2, 1924 in Bolton, VT, where she grew up with 
13 siblings. In 1944 Jean married Raymond Abair and lived in S. 
Burlington, VT where they raised their three children. Jean was 
a talented cook and seamstress and spoke often about her years 
working at Pegtons Yardstick in downtown Burlington, VT. Jean 
was preceded in death by her husband Raymond and son Gary. 
She is survived by daughter Judy Poor and son Steven Abair 
(Susan); grandchildren Trevor Poor (Corrie), Tyler Poor (Amy), 
Kimberly Poor, Jed Abair (Lisa), Emily Norway (Dwayne), Lorie 
Sewell (Tim), Randy Abair (Mila), Gary Abair, and many great-
grandchildren. Funeral services were held at St. Francis Parish 
in Winooski, VT on Wednesday, July 7, 2021. A private family 
graveside service followed. www.minorfh.com.

parks, pavilions, vineyards, and other outdoor Vermont venues 
this summer.

“With the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions, we know 
Vermonters and visitors alike are looking for safe experiences 
this summer, and Stages in the Sun is meant to bring people 
back together while supporting Vermont’s arts sector, which was 
so negatively impacted over the last 16 months,” said VDTM 
Communications Director Nate Formalarie. “We hope these 
events will help bring performing arts back to communities 
across the state.”

Visitors to the newly launched Stages in the Sun web page 
on the VermontVacation.com website can search for upcoming 
events in northern, central, and southern Vermont regions.

The Stages in the Sun web page can be found at https://www.
vermontvacation.com/stages-in-the-sun.

Events continue to be added. To register your event, visit 
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/explore-vermont-arts/
stages-in-the-sun.

Raise the Roof Jericho! JES 
Outdoor Learning Space

If you have not had a chance to contribute yet to the Jericho 
Elementary School (JES) Outdoor Learning Space, now is the 
time! Construction has started and we are looking to complete 
the funding of our go-fund-me account for finishing touches on 
the outdoor classroom.

Contributions can be made at the following go-fund-me link: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/jes-outdoor-learning-space.

Many thanks to all that have contributed thus far.

COLLEGE NEWS AND HONORS

We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin 

at 453-6354 
for more information 

or email 
mtngazette@gmavt.net

for more information.
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Art / Music / Theater continued on page 12

Danielle teaches mathematics to seventh and eighth graders at 
Lamoille Union Middle School and co-directs the middle school 
musicals with Kenneth Grenier. She is thrilled to be directing the 
Children’s Theater Workshop this summer and hopes to bring 
back the love and joy of performing to the Opera House stage 
with these talented young actors.

Register online at http://www.lcplayers.com/ctw-2021.
For more information please contact info@LCPlayers.com.

Westford Summer 
Concerts series 2021

Westford Summer Concerts series has a great season lined 
up. All shows are scheduled for July and August and are all on 
Sunday evenings starting from 7:00 – 8:00 PM for the main 
musical performance. We have also been able to confirm that 
food trucks will also be setting up starting at 6:00 PM so your 
evening can be extended to include dinner on the Common as 
well. So come early, stay late, and bring the family for a real 
summertime outdoorsy treat.

We were extremely lucky last year in that we did not get any 
rain cancellations. In a usual year, if rain seems pending we 
would just move the show inside the Red Brick Meeting House; 
however, COVID restrictions have made that option unavailable, 
and we have to assume that the same conditions may apply this 
season as well.

With that in mind, two rain dates have been built into the 
schedule. If a headline band gets rained out, they will perform at 
one of the remaining rain dates. If the rain dates do not need to be 
exercised for the headliners, then local fill-in bands are willing to 
take those dates at short notice, but we don’t know who that will 
be ahead of time. So we will have concerts every Sunday night 
in July and August (except July 4) unless it rains on a Sunday 
evening.

Like last year, we are asking all participants to adhere to covid 
protocols that are in effect for each date. We would assume that 
would entail social distancing practices for all attendees who are 
not from the same household, and wearing of masks whenever 
not able to maintain proper social distances from others. BYO 
chairs, blankets, picnic baskets, beverages, etc. for those not 
purchasing from vendors.

We ask everyone to clean up any trash and use the standard 
hiker’s policy of “carry in, carry out.” There are two sets of trash 
cans and recycle barrels at the Common, so please seek them 
out and use them. No cars should be parked on the Common 
directly, but cars can be parked on the side of the roads that ring 
the Common, preferably on the south side dirt road, or use the 
designated parking areas at east and west ends of the Common. 
Please be courteous and leave spaces available at the west end 
area so that patrons of the Westford Country Store who are not 
attending the concert can get in and out for store purchases.

So with that overview, the following dates and bands have 
been lined up: 

July 18 – Blues For Breakfast
July 25 – Red Hot Juba
August 1 – Rain date
August 8 – Mr. Chris and Friends
August 15 – Vermont Bluegrass Pioneers 
August 22 – Erin Harpe Country Blues Duo 
August 29 – Rain date
Every one of the listed bands will put on a stellar show!

Summer Concert Series 
at Mills Riverside Park

By Livy Strong, Chair
Jericho Underhill Park District, Mills Riverside Park

Here are the dates and performers for Mills Riverside Park’s 
2021 Summer Concert Series, with concerts from 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
every Wednesday evening! Bring a blanket or a chair. Admission 
is free, but donations are welcome!

July 14, Phil Henry: Singer-songwriter Phil Henry exudes the 
skill of a craftsman and the authenticity of an artist. He builds 
detailed worlds and characters who speak through Phil’s words, 
with “…vivid lyrical imagery that captures the imagination.” 
(Seven Days) The upbeat acoustic rhythm, melodic sensibility, 
and lush instrumental treatment are well worth experiencing. 

July 21, Shellhouse: The band Shellhouse became official in 
2003, taking the name of a mountain in Ferrisburgh, Vemont. The 
band was started by Bob Teer and Jim Fox, veteran musicians 
and long time friends. The vibe was good and the music even 
better and the pair fast began realizing they were creating a 
special and unique sound. Vocals, guitar / Bob Teer; vocals / 
Andrea Teer; guitar / Jim Fox; bass / Marshall Breakstone; drums 
/ Steve Wanderlich.

July 28, Jericho Road Crew: If you are looking for good music 
with meaningful lyrics without a lot of hype, you’ve come to 
the right place. Since 1988, the Jericho Road Crew has offered 
a variety of music both Christian and secular, from different 
genres: from gospel to Celtic, country to rock-and-roll. The 
music is always full of fun, harmonies, and hope, lofty lyrics, and 
love. Tracy Lord, Joe Casilli, Joe Tymecki, and Ron Lawrence.

August 4: The Buck Holler: A fun-loving, crowd-pleasing band 
featuring a tremendous variety of covers and originals with tight 
rockin’ rhythms, sweet harmonies, and head-turning a capellas, 
The Buck Hollers Band blends guitars, banjo, bass, harmonica, 
percussion and five-part vocals. Matt Parisi and Steve White 
from Georgia, Dave Vallett from Fairfax, and Tim Wills from 
Derby.

Call to artists: Doorways/Portals
What better way to celebrate the opening up of the Jericho 

Town Hall than with a show based on doorways or portals. Is 
it interesting architecturally, a doorway to a secret garden, or a 
portal to another dimension? However, you view a doorway or 
portal, established and emerging artists are invited to submit one 
or two pieces of artwork in any medium including photography 
for Doorways/Portals. The exhibit is scheduled for July-
September 2021 in the Jericho Town Hall.

The exhibit is one of an ongoing series of shows that are a 
part of a collaborative effort between the Town of Jericho and 
a committee of volunteers involved in the arts. Committee 
members include: SelectBoard member Catherine McMains, 
gallery owner Emilie Alexander, and artists Dianne Shullenberger 
and Carla Hochschild.

Hear MMU Madrigal
singers on YouTube

MMU Madrigal Singers perform True Colors arranged by 
Tim Brent in this YouTube video of their virtual choir. We hope 
you enjoy it and share it with others! Here is the YouTube link 
to copy and paste into your browser: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_CV1g7bPesA.

Here are more songs for your enjoyment: Blackbird and Light 
of a Clear Blue Morning and Lullaby and Cape Breton Lullaby. 
Copy the URL into your browser to go to the performances: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EayFt6WF_uI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QLXn3d3Lg4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhaZ6rV1vek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlhBeR_j-40

Summer exhibition
at Spruce Peak Arts

Spruce Peak Arts Gallery continues its Summer 2021 exhibition 
Exploring Earth, the third exhibition in their environmental art 
series, following Exploring Air in 2018 and Exploring Water in 
2019. Exploring Earth reflects on the intersection of spirituality 
and art, celebrating earth magic, spirits in nature, animals, plants, 
and transcendence. The group exhibition features work by artists 
Isaias Crow, Jennifer Herrera Condry, Will Kasso Condry, Harlan 
Mack, and Amy Hook-Therrien.

This group of artists have been collaborating in the Spruce 
Peak Arts virtual panel discussion series Being a BIPOC Artist 
in Vermont. “The work on exhibit examines our connection to 
Mother Earth, reaching into our spirit as artists, and rituals that 
feed creative practice,” states Curator Kelly Holt. Exploring 
Earth highlights and honors BIPOC artists, telling stories as they 
relate to the land as a contemplative space, plant life, spirituality, 
healing, creatures and our global community through painting, 
drawing, mixed media and video installation.

There will be a panel event continuing the Being a BIPOC 
Artist in Vermont series: an in-persona and live-streamed 
conversation on The Importance of Collecting Art in Celebration 
of Culture (to be scheduled in August).

Milton Artists’ Guild 
summer 2021 classes

Wonderful World of Textures – Watercolor with Gary Eckhart, 
Tuesday, July 20, Thursday, July 22, and Tuesday, July 27, 6:00 – 
9:00 PM. Enjoy three sessions of painting in watercolor devoted 
to the utilization of textures to develop dynamic paintings that are 
more exciting and desirable by collectors. The active, technique-
focused workshop is open to all artists with an understanding 
of basic watercolor principles. The in person workshop is 
conducted by award-winning watercolor artist Gary Eckhart, 
a signature member of numerous watercolor societies and an 
elected member of the American Artists Professional League. 
His paintings are in private and corporate collections in North 
and South America and Europe.

For more information and to register, https://www.
miltonartistsguildstore.com/workshops.

Summer of Scorsese in Middlebury
The Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival (MNFF) presents 

The Sunset Series at Swift House Inn/Summer of Scorsese, in 
partnership with Swift House Inn and Town Hall Theater. Every 
Thursday July 8-August 5, MNFF will screen a classic film by 
master director Martin Scorsese outdoors under the big tent at 
Middlebury’s Swift House Inn. Screenings will begin at sunset, 
approximately 8:30 PM.

Before each screening, starting at 6:30 PM, Swift House Inn 
will be offering picnic dinners and drinks from Jessica’s, the 
Inn’s restaurant, on the lawn behind the main house (under the 
tent if it rains). For information about pre-ordering food (one day 
ahead of the screenings) and parking for the series, go online to 
https://middfilmfest.org/sunset-series.

Upcoming films: July 15: Raging Bull starring Oscar winner 
Robert De Niro; July 22: The Last Waltz, the final concert of the 
fabled rock group The Band; July 29: Cape Fear starring Robert 
De Niro; and August 5: Goodfellas starring Robert De Niro and 
Oscar winner Joe Pesci.

“This series goes beyond Scorcese’s “greatest hits,” said 
MNFF Artistic Director Jay Craven. “Though it does include 
two of them (Raging Bull and Goodfellas), it gives audiences a 
chance to see his take on romantic love (Alice Doesn’t Live Here 
Anymore), his plunge into commercial genre re-make (Cape 
Fear, with an all-star cast that includes Robert Mitchum, Nick 
Nolte, Jessica Lange, Gregory Peck, and perennial Scorcese 
leading man, Robert De Niro) and his turning back to his love 
of film editing and rock music, The Last Waltz. This should be 
a lot of fun.”

Passes and tickets are now available through the Town Hall 
Theater box office. A 5-film series pass is $70; individual 
tickets are $16 each. Visit Town Hall Theater online at https://
townhalltheater.org/event/mnff-sunset-series or call 802-382-
9222, Monday-Saturday, 12:00 – 5:00 PM. Attendance is limited 
to 120. Pass holders and advance ticket buyers have priority 
seating. Walk up tickets may be available.

For more information about the series, including trailers for 
these classic Scorsese films, visit the MNFF website at https://
middfilmfest.org/sunset-series.

Creative Aging training 
for teaching artists

We are seeking teaching artists to participate in multi-day 
training as part of Vermont’s Creative Aging Initiative. The 
initiative seeks to build relationships across the state to provide 
older adults with creative opportunities, especially those who 
are homebound. It has developed from a partnership between 
the Vermont Arts Council and the Central Vermont Council on 
Aging.

The training will take place Monday-Wednesday, July 19-21 
from 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM, and will be provided by Lifetime 

New show at Gruppe 
Gallery in Jericho

Currently showing at the Emile A Gruppe Gallery, Barber Farm 
Rd., Jericho is an exhibit of the Essex Art League, through Sunday, 
August 1. Twenty-two emerging and established artists are 
represented. See the Gallery website (www.emilegruppegallery.
com) for a schedule of when artists will be present at the Gallery.

In 1971 the Essex Art Club was formed for the purpose of 
promoting the arts within the community. In 1973 the name was 
inadvertently changed to the Essex Art League due to a printing 
mix-up, but the name stuck. Over the years the League has 
used their art to promote community welfare, once designing 
Christmas cards for Meals on Wheels, and has enhanced the 
interior of many public buildings with exhibitions, including 
at the Essex Free Library, the Old Red Mill in Jericho, Phoenix 
Book Store, and soon the Jericho Town Hall.

Art note
The Vermont Crafts Council Fall Open Studio Weekend 

will be Saturday-Sunday, October 2 -3. Local artists who wish 
to participate are asked to register with the Craft Council at 
vermontcrafts.com and click on Fall Open Studio.

Sing with Vermont’s 
Freedom & Unity Chorus

Does music fill you with hope for a better world and a brighter 
future? Do you want to be part of a musical movement that will 
not only be fun, but will also make you feel good about what you 
are doing?

In-person rehearsals for Vermont’s Freedom & Unity 
Chorus begin in July. We sing all different genres of music that 
represent the ongoing struggle for racial, social, economic, 
and environmental justice: pop, folk, rock, soul, gospel... even 
Broadway when appropriate! We invite you to join this unique 
chorus where you will use your voice to ignite change, transform 
hearts, and inspire audiences.

Check out and share the virtual choir video we recently 
premiered to get a sense of what we’re all about: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=QYfp26xVn28.

Join us: https://www.vermontsfreedomandunitychorus.org/
join-us.

We welcome all voices regardless of age, race, color, religion 
(creed), gender, gender expression, national origin (ancestry), 
disability, and sexual orientation. We choose freedom over 
fear and we recognize that none of us are free until all of us are 
free. We strive to become one of the most diverse and inclusive 
choruses in the State of Vermont.

If there are any musicians out there who want to be a part of 
this, we welcome your participation as well. We are also looking 
for places or events to perform at. If your organization would like 
for us to come sing for you, please contact us.

Visit our website for more information: http://www.
vermontsfreedomandunitychorus.org.

If you would like to support our mission financially, please 
visit our donation page: http://vermontsfreedomandunitychorus.
org/support-us.

Children’s Theater Camp 
at Hyde Park Opera House

The Lamoille County Players (LCP) is proud to announce 
the return of the Children’s Theater Workshop, which provides 
an opportunity for children 9-14 to participate in a theatrical 
production. The cost for the two-week workshop is $175. Full 
and partial scholarships are available by request for those with 
a need.

This year, the CTW will be a two-week, ten-day workshop, 
August 2-6 and 9-13 (Monday-Friday, both weeks). It is designed 
to introduce children to theater, cultivate individual talents, and 
afford those with varied experience the opportunity for continued 
growth and personal challenge. During the course of the two-
week camp, participants will collaborate on all aspects of theater 
production and performance. Details will follow regarding final 
performance(s). In order to keep audiences small we will likely 
have multiple performances; unfortunately, due to COVID not 
open to the general public.

Please note that no previous theater experience is necessary. 
LCP requires that the child have an interest in being involved in 
the workshop! The workshop will create a supportive and safe 
environment for the child to try something new. We only ask that 
they come willing to try and willing to say, “Yes!”

The workshop will take place at the historic Hyde Park Opera 
House in Hyde Park, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM each day. The schedule 
will address many areas of theater: not only auditioning for 
parts (and contending with the casting choices that are made!) 
and rehearsing scenes, songs, and dances, but also costuming, 
makeup, sets, props, and more. All activities will ultimately be 
working toward the final performances.

Each child should bring their own bag lunch and beverage each 
day as well as a beach towel. Children should wear comfortable 
clothes that allow them to sit, lay, and roll on the floor, as well 
as socks, tennis shoes, and any dance shoes they may have that 
will not leave scuff marks. Everything should be able to get dirty, 
and never hinder movement or imagination. Each child should 
also bring a three-ring binder and several pencils each day, and 
all items should be marked with the child’s name. COVID-19 
related safety precautions will be based on guidelines at the time 
of the workshop and will be communicated to participants and 
families later in the summer.

The co-directors of this year’s workshop are Kenneth Grenier 
and Danielle Peveril. Kenneth has directed and music-directed 
many shows at Lamoille Union, Stowe Theater Guild, Norwich 
University, and the Hyde Park Opera House. Kenneth currently 
is the grade K-8 Music Teacher at Good Shepherd School in St. 
Johnsbury. He also directs the fall grade 7-12 musical and co-
directs the spring middle level musical with Danielle Peveril at 
Lamoille Union. He is very excited to give young people the 
opportunity to be in a live theater production! Danielle Peveril 
has directed and produced shows for Lamoille County Players, 
Stowe Theatre Guild, and Camera Trap Productions. She has 
taught theater production classes and camps for Green Mountain 
Performing Arts, River Arts, and the VT Humanities Council. 

ART / MUSIC / THEATER
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Mountain Gazette
Publication & Deadline Dates 2021

The Mountain Gazette publishes on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month .
The deadline for receiving copy is Thursday, a week before publication, at noon.

The advertising deadline is Thursday, a week before publication at 5:00 PM.
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6558 VT RT 116, Starksboro, VT 05487
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If your a hard worker, dependable and  enjoy doing a variety of tasks
               we need you on our team   
                                  
               F/T, P/T, Flexible hours, days, nights, week ends.

                      *  PAY  BASED ON EXPERIENCE
                          *  BENEFITS & PROFIT SHARING
                      *  TRAINING  PROVIDED (Cashiering, Retailing, Accounting)
      
     Apply in person, or call 802.434.3818    email: rmm@gmavt.net

Sales Associate
Richmond Mobil Mart (Exit 11 @ I-89)

 MObil

MANAGER
Richmond Mobil Mart (Exit 11)

If you are friendly, with good leadership skills and enjoy doing 
a variety of tasks to include: product ordering, 

                                     QBKS accounting and Data Entry.  
 Please apply for this opportunity to work in our family owned business. 

                      *  SALARY - PLUS PROFIT SHARING
                          *   BENEFITS
                      *  TRAINING  PROVIDED
      
           Apply in person, or call 802.434.3818 or email: rmm@gmavt.net           

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Free girls youth soccer 
clinics in Johnson

The Lamoille Union Girls Soccer Program is offering free 
clinics for girls in grades K-5. There are two clinics, one on 
Monday, July 19 and another on Monday, July 26. The clinics 
run from 4:30 – 6:00 PM and will be held at the Old Mill Park in 
Johnson (furthest field).

Please RSVP to 23bfreeman@luhs18.org or 
markdfreeman224@gmail.com with your child’s name and age, 
which clinic(s) they will attend, and any questions. A parent 
or guardian will need to fill out a waiver before attending any 
sessions; ask for them when you RSVP or fill it out during the 
registration portion before the session starts (there will be copies 
available).

Details: Registration is 4:30 – 5:00 PM; the clinics run 5:00 
– 6:00 PM. Participants must wear cleats and shin guards, and 
should bring a soccer ball and plenty to drink.

Feel free to stay after for the high school game!

Underhill Rec tennis courts open
The resurfacing of the tennis courts at the Underhill Town 

Recreation Area at 10 Stevensville Road is complete! The surface 
is new, the nets are new, and the courts look great! The courts are 
now open and ready for play. A few things of note:

• No wheels on the court! No bikes/skateboards/rollerblades/
etc. They will harm the court repairs. 

• There are lines for tennis AND pickleball on both courts. 
• Learn how to play pickleball: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=fTvPYdKZqO0 and https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RoheCHp6IDw.

• There will be some learn-to-play-pickleball events at the 
courts soon. Stay tuned! 

Thanks to all for your patience and enjoy the courts! — 
Underhill Recreation Committee

MMYBL boys open gym dates
Mount Mansfield Youth Basketball (MMYBL) will have open 

gym sessions for boys in grades 3-8 at the MMU High School 
gym on July 19, 21, 26, and 28. These Monday and Wednesday 
night sessions are from 7:00 – 9:00 PM for boys entering grades 
3-8 in September 2021.

Sessions will focus on skills development and playing in small-
sided games (3-v-3, 4-v-4) with current MMYBL coaches. For 
parents and adults that are interested in coaching opportunities 
with MMYBL for the 2021-22 season, this is a great chance to 
stop by and check out our program.

These open gyms are 100% free and open to any boys 
interested in getting into a gym and working on skills and playing 
some hoop. Please contact Brian Huyler, bhuyler@gmail.com, 
for more information

Summer 2021 Running 
Biathlon Races

The 2021 Summer Running Race Series will take place on 
Thursdays, July 15, 22, and 29, and August 12, 19, and 26. This 
six-race summer running training biathlon race series will be 
open to first timers without a rifle.

The races are open to beginners age 14 and older, as well as 
experienced biathletes. No experience is needed and first timers 
with no shooting experience are welcome.

Race distance is usually 5K on mostly dirt, with some 
pavement. Safety clinic, instruction, and shared rifle use is 
available for novices. Rifles will be left on the mat.

Awards are given at the end of the six-race series and 
registration is on skireg; you must register before 1:00 PM on the 
day of race. This allows time for the list of attendees to be sent to 
Force Protection so you will be allowed on base.

Sport Class /Novices are required to attend a safety clinic, 
which are good for one year. These will be held on the day of 
race, 5:00 – 5:30 PM. This safety clinic is required in order to be 
able to race. Zero will be 5:30 – 6:00 PM. Race start is at 6:15 
PM. The cost per race is $15 and there is a discount for current 
EABC members. Please email questions to: eabiathlon@gmail.
com.

The speed limit on base is 20 mph, and it is very important 
to adhere to this as we are guests on base, and nonconforming 
activity can lead to our lease being revoked.

Missisquoi Paddle-Pedal August 7
The sixth annual Missisquoi Paddle-Pedal is scheduled for 

the morning of Saturday, August 7 in Richford! This fun event 
combines 6.5 miles of paddling on the wild and scenic Missisquoi 
River and 5.5 miles of cycling back on the adjacent Missisquoi 
Valley Rail Trail.

Bring your family, gather a team of friends, or come by 
yourself — this community event is for all ages and abilities. 
Sign-up for a non-competitive recreational class or enter to race 
solo, tandem, relay, or as a community team. All participants will 
go home with a prize! $10 boat rentals are available for advance 
reservation, thanks to Montgomery Adventures. Bike rentals 
available through the Jay Cloud Cyclery.

Learn more and sign-up today at https://www.
northernforestcanoetrail.org/get-involved/missisquoi-paddle-
pedal/.

Want to participate but not paddle? Sign up as a volunteer!
Brought to you by the Northern Forest Canoe Trail, the Upper 

Missisquoi and Trout Rivers Wild and Scenic Committee, Jay 
Cloud Cyclery, the Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail, Rise VT, and 
The Town of Richford.

All proceeds will support waterway stewardship and the 
Northern Forest Explorers Youth program.

Johnson Girls Basketball Camp 
August 9-12

Come join Coach Greg Eckman and members of the NVU-
Johnson Women’s Basketball team for our annual Girls Basketball 
Development Camp. Now open to high schoolers as well! Grades 
4-12. Day camp, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM, August 9-12. The cost 
is $275. Register online at http://events.northernvermont.edu/

Register/NVUJohnsongirlsbasketballCamp2021. 
The day camp runs Monday-Thursday and keeps the following 

schedule:
9:00 AM: Arrival 
9:20 AM: Roll Call / Warm up 
9:30 – 11:30 AM: Stations/Drills and Skills 
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM: Lunch (we provide) 
12:30 – 1:30 PM: Camp Contests 
1:30 – 2:00 PM: Defensive Stations 
2:00 – 2:30 PM: 3 v 3 games 
2:30 – 3:45 PM: 5 v 5 games 
4:00 PM: Depart
Please email Greg.Eckman@nothernvermont.edu with any 

questions.

K-League rec soccer registration 
K-League is our Rec League program that serves Jericho/
Underhill, an entry-level program for players born 2013-2017 in 
a small-sided format that looks to keep all players engaged, keep 
play fun, and allow for growth. The program makes for an easy 
transition into club play. All sessions are held locally, and the 
goal is to provide a positive and fun environment where all feel 
welcome. Play is approached on an equal playing time basis as it 
is a non-results-oriented program. 

Deadline to register is Sunday, August 1. The program begins 
Sunday, September 5 and runs through Sunday, October 10, 
on Sunday afternoons and one weekday night (weekday night 
depends on age group). The program cost is $30.

Player Registration URL: https://system.gotsport.com/
programs/9408886V3?reg_role=player.

Questions – email mountmansfieldsc@gmail.com. 
For more information: https://www.mansfieldunitedsoccerclub.

com/copy-of-k-league-2020.

SPORTS NEWS
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

New bee for Vermont 
and other backyard delights

By Bernie Paquette
With insects in decline, it is awesome to discover a first 

of this species for Vermont — first recorded observation on 
iNaturalist in Vermont — bee. And even better, it was observed 
in Jericho. View the photo of the Mock-orange Scissor Bee 
(Chelostoma philadelphi) at https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/84643237. You can “favorite” this Jericho observed 
bee if you like by selecting the small star on the right lower side 
of the photo.

I have observed over 400 species in our 1.3-acre backyard. 
Many have a story to tell and I hope to share some of those 
stories in the future, like the recent bumblebee that while rested 
on a rose-leaf, turned itself upside down and rubbed its back and 
wings on the leaf (like my dog used to do to scratch its back). 
And the insect copulation going on in our backyard is enough to 
garner it an X rating! Bluets conjoined together in almost a heart 
shape. https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/85024482.

The pollinators bring colorful pollen to add to their 
already colorful bodies: https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/85384195 and https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/78624807.

When you take time to look at your flowers, remember to 
also observe the pollinators like these photos show: https://
www.inaturalist.org/observations/84481631; and https://www.
inaturalist.org/observations/83063441; and https://www.
inaturalist.org/observations/85490412.

The insects lunching on other insects — it definitely is an eat-
or-be-eaten insect world out there. Some of the insects are so 
strange or beautiful looking you have to see them (up close) to 
believe it.

About 3000 observations and I am still being entertained and 
awed by the life on this one-acre plot.

What life (plants, insects, pollinators, critters) species are you 
observing in your backyard? Won’t you share your observations 
with us via iNaturalist?

View up to 1000 species observed in Jericho on my Jericho VT 
project page at https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/jericho-vt.

Pruinose Squash Bees (Peponias pruinosa) pollinating squash 
plants in the garden of Jericho blogger Bernie Paquette. See 
more at https://jerichovermont.blogspot.com. 
                                                                   PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Champlain College summer 
open houses July 23, August 6

Did you know a U.S. News & World Report-ranked “Most 
Innovative College” is right here in Vermont? Come see 
Champlain’s beautiful campus and stunning views. Explore 
cutting-edge majors, outstanding career outcomes, and easy 
access to internships.

For more information, go online to https://www.champlain.
edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/visits-and-events/
summer-open-house-2021.

Northern Vermont University 
open for in-person visits

Find your direction North and schedule your visit today.
Campus visits, both in-person and virtual, are now available. 

Meet with an admissions counselor to learn all about NVU — 
our programs, our admissions process, student life, and more. 
Schedule your visit at https://www.NorthernVermont.edu/Visit.

There are scholarships for Vermonters for fall 2021 
enrollment — and there’s still time to apply! See https://www.
NorthernVermont.edu/VtScholarships for details.

Questions? Reach out to Admissions@NorthernVermont.edu.

Arts, the national leader in creative aging programs and services. 
Trainers will highlight current research, ideas for developing 
skill-based instruction for older adults, the importance of social 
engagement activities, and more.

This training is limited to 15 teaching artists. Those selected 
to participate will receive a $300 honorarium and will have 
the opportunity to submit proposals for further developing 
curriculum as part of the initiative.

Contact Troy Hickman, thickman@vermontartscouncil.org for 
application or to answer any questions, or apply online at https://r20.
rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HZNL-1AH85ewOvBQAZZsmIG6UJAYlD
wZL3vw4Lu-MMMihG-2QgLYIvLXzQ9utMrx5m7NpSGqPC_
zI6gqPdkhsfuEzgJ6T7Qhlm-ftwbGt6DWaeYMu4xcAnfedD2-E5
y9jjnH9ubo9YSrr57ccpqoNRueAAbiIFvBQTVkcftMI8X8Dwkw_
Dqyus0VRwZB4nc5-wvEJkF6FGU6XSJEve8JNlbPxxApC_jj3
maqjY2_1ueAto3siV3IQ5UfMG8wvft4&c=MPo7vGkXh6ARM
JqFKbYhDvDX7NmYpDcgkcl9bJzeNOnuoM2MmIMDuw==&
ch=EzhS--mO9of26SayQTcktcpaewt4A1MWLJwilBLg80D4X3
ClqloDbw==

Art / Music / Theater continued from page 9


