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Affordable housing discussion continued on page 2

The Community Center in Jericho’s 2022 
calendar is ready for pick-up! The Way It 
Was in Jericho VT is the title, and it includes 
photos from many past years. See how Jericho 
looked in the early 1900s or late 1800s, a 
historical treasure to save. The calendar is 
an important fund-raiser for the Center and 
costs $15 each. It can be found at Jericho 
Center Country Store, Jeri-Hill hardware, 
The Old Mill Craft Shop, the Emile Gruppe 
Gallery, or by emailing juliavblake@comcast.
net. The Community Center, a non-profit run 
by volunteers, is located on Browns Trace in 
Jericho Center in a historic building built in 
the 1840s. It hosts many community events 
and meetings as well as being available to rent 

Left, Heather Jacobs stands 
beneath the Jacobs Family 
Market sign on Park 
Street in Underhill. Below, 
At Jericho Market, store 
Manager Ben Learned (at 
right) and some of his staff 
pose in front of the Market 
on VT Rt. 15 in Jericho; 
from left:  Jake Leclair, 
Matt Maskell, Alyssa 
Bloom, Emily Bishop, Eliza 
Barnard. 
       PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

2021 Old Fashioned 
Harvest Market Honorees

The Steering Committee 
for the United Church of 
Underhill Old Fashioned 
Harvest Market proudly 
announces that the 
Community Citizens for 
this year are the Jacobs 
Family Market located on 
Park Street i2n Underhill 
and The Jericho Market on 
VT Rt. 15 in Jericho. Both 
markets hold important 
positions in the community, 
supplying necessary 
grocery and household 
products, especially during 
this time of uncertainty due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Jericho Market, 
supplied by A.G. 
Supermarkets, Inc., came to 
Jericho in 2016 and quickly 
became a popular place to 
shop for sustaining food and 
household supplies. A.G. Supermarkets is an 
equal opportunity employer and a full-service, 
community-focused establishment. The present 
manager, Ben Learned, and his competent 
staff (who are mostly local citizens) welcome 
customers with courtesy and appreciation and 
work diligently to keep the shelves stocked 
and the displays in order. In regard to keeping 
the business running during the pandemic, 
Ben shares this thought: “COVID-19 and the 
variant continue to challenge our customers, our 
company, and other stores as grocers, not only 
in product availability, but also in continuing to 
provide a safe, clean, and friendly place for our 
customers to shop. We are proud and supportive 
members of the community and strive daily to 
ensure that we meet and exceed the expectations 
of everyone who shops in our local stores.”

The well-known store that is now Jacobs 
Family Market on Park Street has a long history 
of owners and retail businesses that can be 
followed on a bulletin board at the front of the 
market. Ultimately, it was purchased in 1948 by 
Wesley (Tippy) and Genevieve (Minnie) Jacobs 
as the IGA Stores. Over the years, the store 
management has remained in the family and the 
store was officially renamed the Jacobs Family 

Market. In 1984 Tippy and Minnie’s son and 
daughter-in-law, Phil and Cindy Jacobs, became 
owner/managers. Phil’s daughter, Heather, also 
holds a management position and the business 
has two loyal part-time employees.

When Phil Jacobs was asked what thoughts 
he would like to share concerning his market’s 
support of the community through this difficult 
time, his reply pretty much summed it up for 
both markets. “Well, really,” he said, “the 
community has supported us by continuing to 
come in for supplies. We couldn’t have stayed 
open otherwise.”

During these COVID-19 pandemic months, 
the doors of both markets have remained open 
and supplies made available to the extent 
possible as the managements and staffs continue 
to follow CDC and Vermont Health Department 
protocols in order to assure a safe environment 
for their loyal customers.

This has been, and still is, a tough time for 
retailers. We commend these two markets 
for their extraordinary efforts to serve the 
community! Look for their representatives 
in the Harvest Market opening day parade on 
Saturday, September 25.

Harvest Market information on page 7

High Performance CPR 
demonstration at Harvest Market

Early CPR and defibrillator use have been proven to improve a patient’s chances when cardiac 
arrest occurs. The most important thing in the equation is quality continuous compressions. 

One way to achieve this is High Performance CPR, which is what most ambulance services and 
first response agencies now utilize. 

The Underhill Jericho Fire Department and Northeast Training Solutions will be at Harvest 
Market on Saturday, September 25 to show how it’s done, and to let you learn and practice these 
skills if you are interested. 

It can make a huge difference in someone’s life. All are encouraged to come check it out.

Jericho affordable housing, 
zoning regs still a work in progress

(In addition to Chuck Lacy’s comments printed as a letter to the Editor in the Mountain Gazette’s 
August 5 edition, there has been ongoing discussion of this issue on Jericho’s Front Porch Forum; 
some of that discussion is reproduced with the authors’ premission below. — Editor)

From Sarah MacLeod, Jericho Planning Commission member
I’ve been excited and impressed by the amount of FPF engagement related to Affordable Housing 

and the way that it is shaped by our current Jericho Zoning Regulations.
The Planning Commission is striving at each meeting to update the town’s Zoning to reflect the 

goals and needs of our town — but your attendance, feedback, and/or registered commentary is the 
most streamlined way for your views to reach us and get on the record! Come to the meetings of the 
Planning Commission and/or the Affordable Housing Committee, virtually or in person, or watch 
them on Community TV or YouTube live. If you can’t join the meetings then go on the website and 
explore the current status on these topics — the information there is robust!

We have already drafted changes to the Zoning to address many of the Affordable Housing/
Rental concerns discussed so far on FPF — and we need your public feedback and comments to 
push them forward, or make further adjustments before the proposed changes are put through to the 
Select Board for a vote.

You can help author the new language to make the changes you want to see in Jericho. Jump 
in and read for yourself what the proposed changes are — don’t take someone else’s word for it, 
including mine!

It’s all right here: https://jerichovt.org/2021-zoning-review.
From Susan Bresee, Jericho Planning Commission member
What’s the problem?
A housing shortage — especially for affordable housing — in Vermont and the U.S.
Zoning regulations are part of the problem and can be part of the solution. Some sections of 

Jericho’s zoning regulations were written 15+ years ago, and they favor single-family homes.
Market demand is strong for single-family homes in Jericho. Over 70 NEW homes were built, 

2016-2021, and most were single-family and sold at rising prices. Supply has increased, but many 
people can’t afford to live here. Renting is especially tough; less than 5% of Jericho units are rentals.

How can Jericho be more inclusive?
The town needs to act, if we want to increase the supply of homes and restore Jericho’s 

affordability for young families, seniors, and people with a range of incomes. Key to affordability 
are density (# of households per acre), walkability (less driving), infrastructure (shared water, 
septic, roads, sidewalks, trails, broadband), and time (permitting process, reviews, appeals, etc.).

What is Jericho doing?
The PC is considering zoning regulation changes:
1. Relax rules to encourage more accessory apartments, smaller lots, smaller units, multi-family 

units, reduced parking requirements, and streamlined permitting.
2. Provide more incentives for developers to create walkable compact neighborhoods, convenient 

to stores and schools, to save transportation costs.
3. Help make all new homes energy efficient, to save energy costs.
4. Continue to protect the environment by encouraging most new development to occur in and 

around the village centers.
The Selectboard is also focused on housing:
1. The SB launched an Affordable Housing Committee. The committee needs members. Please 

consider volunteering.

for private parties. See ccjvermont.com for 
more information.       PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

We have exciting news to share! Underhill 
Jericho Fire Department (UJFD) had three 
award winners at the Vermont State Fire 
Association (VSFA) awards event that took 
place in August.

Chief Mat Champlin won the prestigious 
VSFA Robert E. King Fire Chief of the Year 
award. Chief Champlin has been UJFD’s 
fire chief for the past eight years, four years 
as an officer prior, and serving the people of 
Underhill and Jericho a total of 17 years. Chief 
Champlin always puts UJFD first and cares 
deeply about the firefighters, EMS responders, 
specialists, and staff. Some of the highlights of 
his accomplishments as Chief of the department 
include continual updates to budget and capital 
plans, new by-laws and policies, a brand new 
first response EMS program (named Vermont’s 
2021 EMS Agency of the Year), the awarding of 
numerous grants, purchase of a new apparatus, 

UJFD wins multiple awards

a state of the art UHP first line of attack defense 
for fire suppression, and a successful response 
plan through the COVID-19 pandemic with 
zero department related exposures. The UJFD 
is very happy to know that this exemplary 

Chief Mat Champlin Parker Ripely

UJFD awaerds continued on page 8

Old Fashioned 
Harvest Market

information on page 7
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PET
FRIENDLYMansfieldPlaceVT.com • 18 Carmichael St, Essex Junction, VT 05452 •

Tried. 
True. 

Trusted.

Superheros. That’s what our dedicated care team at Mansfield Place is made of. Enriching the lives of our residents 
with open communication and kind consideration while accommodating changing and varied needs. 

Locally owned and operated. We strive to consistently maintain the highest level of care and safety for our 
residents and staff. Mansfield Place takes great pride in our Vermont community and the families we serve.

Call Laurie today to learn more. (802) 871-5808(802) 871-5808

Our Commitment Is Clear. 
Our Care is Undeniable.

Uniform Consumer Disclosure 
is available upon request.

2. Riverside/Flats — Already has new zoning around the 
Jericho Market, to enable more multi-family housing at higher 
densities. The Town is helping the developer and expects new 
housing will be built over the next 10 years.

3. Infrastructure — Developers regard shared infrastructure 
as essential, to build at more affordable higher densities. Multi-
family housing is economically most feasible in walkable village 
settings with municipal water. The Selectboard continuously 
looks at how best to spend money on roads, sidewalks, trails, 
parks, etc. The Selectboard discussed applying for a grant to study 
options for shared wastewater systems, and they will be able to 
use the COVID relief money on specific types of infrastructure 
over the next several years.

To learn more and participate in the conversation:
The Planning Commission carefully considers zoning changes 

and wants to hear different points of view before making 
recommendations. We use guides from the state and the regional 
planning commission, and we’ve been researching other towns.

The Selectboard must evaluate how much taxpayers can afford 
to contribute, for building and maintaining infrastructure that 
would attract developers. Check out the Planning Commission 
information on the town website Join in Jericho. Please come 
to PC meetings (remote zoom available), or email, meet with, 
or call Katherine Sonnick, Jericho’s Planning Coordinator: 899-
2287, ext. 103 or ksonnick@jerichovt.gov.

I’m grateful Jericho has dozens of volunteers and residents 
engaged in respectful dialogue, working to help make the town 
more inclusive and affordable.

Survey results 
for Bolton’s Wheeler Field

By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
The Wheeler Field survey results are now available on the 

Select Board page on the Town website: https://boltonvt.com/
boards-minutes/selectboard/.

Duxbury Road paving begins September 20
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer
Duxbury Road is scheduled for paving beginning the week 

of Monday, September 20, 2021, from the intersection with Co-
chran Road east 1.5 miles. Please expect delays and plan accord-
ingly. Thank you.

From Jericho Town Hall
Welcome to John Abbott, New Town Administrator

Jericho resident John Abbott has begun his tenure as Jericho’s 
new Town Administrator. We are pleased to welcome him here 
to Town Hall. He’s settling in well and looks forward to getting 
to know more about Jericho and all of you. Join us in extending 
your welcome to John. If you’d like to reach out, you may do that 
by emailing him at jabbott@jerichovt.gov.
Joint five town Board of Civil Authority meeting September 29

At 6:00 PM on Wednesday, September 29, a forum for discus-
sion amongst the five towns of Jericho, Underhill, Richmond, 
Bolton, and Huntington will be held for concerns and questions 
regarding a single five-town Senatorial district and any other 
matters regarding legislative reapportionment. This meeting will 
be held in each town hall (please wear a mask) or you may join 
via Zoom.
Join the Zoom meeting by clicking the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88210884983?pwd=anR3Ml-
JTTjRPSXY4VzN6eG9YZzRFUT09
Passcode: 529459

Or One tap mobile: US: +13126266799,,88210884983#,,,,*5
29459#  

Or Telephone: Dial: 646 558 
8656, or 301 715 8592,  or 346 
248 7799  

Webinar ID: 882 1088 4983, 
Passcode: 529459

EWSD meetings rescheduled: 
September 7, 14 to September 21

The previously scheduled Essex Westford School District 
Board (EWSD) meeting set for Tuesday, September 7 was post-
poned until Tuesday, September 14. The EWSD Board typically 
meets on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, but the meet-
ing scheduled for September 7 fell on Rosh Hashanah.

The September 14 EWSD meeting needed to be canceled due 
to a conflict with College Night at Essex High School, which for 
safety reasons needed to be spread out in the high school; this 
does allow us the space we need for our meeting and the public 
engagement we hope to achieve. We sincerely apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.

The agenda for the next regularly scheduled board meeting 
on Tuesday, September 21 will focus on COVID-related updates 
and student requests regarding the Black Lives Matter flags. The 
agenda has been modified to provide an extended opportunity for 
the public to be heard during that meeting before the Board takes 
action on this matter. To allow for adequate space, the meeting 
will be held in the EHS cafeteria, and will also be available via 
Zoom.

The Board will hear brief comments from those wishing to 
speak and will balance the opportunity to speak among those 
who are present in-person and those participating via Zoom.

Thank you for your understanding of these unusual scheduling 
issues.

For more information on the EWSD Board, please visit http://
www.ewsd.org/board.

Annual property inspection 
rounds in Cambridge

By Dale Copping, Cambridge Lister
The Cambridge Listers began their annual inspection of the 

exterior of Cambridge property owners’ homes and outbuildings 
on Monday, September 13, 2021. Due to COVID-19, we will 
drive to each property but not get out of our vehicle. We will 
contact you if we need information.

If you have any concerns about the Listers being on your prop-
erty without your consent, please notify us at listers@cambrid-
gevt.org or call 802-644-2200 Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes-
day, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

Westford’s free food pantry
A free food pantry is now open 24/7 on the porch of the West-

ford Country Store & Café. Take what you need for yourself or 
someone else — or leave something for a neighbor the next time 
you shop.

This project was completed by Westford Mutual Aid. Email 
us at westford-mutual-aid@googlegroups.com if you know of a 
special need or would like to join us.

Underhill Energy Committee survey
The Underhill Energy Committee (UEC) is undertaking a review of its activities for the coming 

year(s). As part of this effort we are trying to get a better view of the interests and priorities of local 
residents, including what they may already be doing.

To do this we hope that you will take a few minutes to fill out a brief survey at https://forms.gle/
dbef2yhLLsmbgAXJ7. All responses will remain anonymous (unless you specifically wish otherwise).

NEWS BRIEFSNEWS BRIEFS
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Coming events continued on page 5

Professional mediation for your everyday confl icts. 
Find peace through resolving confl ict. 

Free consultations 802-999-7691
www.greenmtresolutions.com

Bolton taxes due September 15
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

Reminder: The first installment of property taxes is due by 
4:00 PM on Wednesday, September 15, 2021. Federal postmarks 
of September 15 are accepted as on time. Late payments incur 
1% interest. Please note: The Town of Bolton does accept cash 
payments. Many towns DO NOT ACCEPT cash. Please do not 
expect us to be able to “break” and/or provide you change for 
your $100, $50, or $20 dollar bills. We only keep a small amount 
of cash on hand, and simply will not be able to accept payments 
which require more than a few dollars in change. Thank you for 
your help with this.

Time running out on special 
pricing at Mount Mansfield Villages

Mount Mansfield Villages will be honoring our discount-
ed “covid” membership pricing until Thursday, September 30, 
2021. So, if you ever thought about joining or know someone 
who might benefit from our services, now’s the time. 

Annual fees until the end of September are $120 for an in-
dividual and $150 for a household – that’s half the price of our 
regular fees.

We have vetted volunteers who provide rides to appointments, 
shopping, visits, church… wherever you need to go. We also 
provide in-home help with small chores and friendly visits. And 
don’t forget our social events and the ever-popular News You 
Can Use monthly newsletter. 

For more information, please go to http://www.Mountmans-
fieldvillages.org or call us at 802-858-5381.

Mount Mansfield Villages, Inc. is a 501c3. We serve adults 50 
and older in the towns of Jericho, Cambridge, Jeffersonville, and 
Underhill.

Lamoille Neighbors serves the towns of Hyde Park, Morris-
ville, Johnson, Stowe, Wolcott, and Elmore. Please go to www.
Lamoilleneighbors.org.

A bottle gentian along a path at the edge of woods, in Underhill.            
                                                                   PHOTO BY SARA RILEY

Now it’s September 
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
Did you feel it… a change so subtle that you can’t quite describe 

it? Perhaps it can be measured: a degree or two difference on the 
thermometer; a change in the wind; the need for a sweater.

Not quite the browning of the Sensitive Fern… that will come 
with the first frost. But for now, just look at the calendar and 
sigh: September is here. Of course, we still have a long way to 
go before snow becomes serious stuff. There will be hot days 
when we were back into August, wondering why we ever wished 
it away.

I miss my birds. The blue jays that pillaged my second 
floor feeder are now nostalgically remembered. A huge hairy 
woodpecker discovers the new flavor of a suet block, stuffed 
with bits of cracked corn. A few feathers on the ground hint at 
the process of molting: getting new feathers for the flight south.

Two new words (to me, anyway):
Mast: what is edible of woody plants; comes from the word 

masticate (to chew);
Middens: piles of acorn shells, often near where a chipmunk, 

squirrel, or mouse found some good acorns to break open and 
eat. An informed naturalist can tell you the type of nut it was and 
who ate it, after finally getting the shell off! What is edible to one 
masticator may be passed over by another.

Unfortunately, mast (nuts and berries) is not predictable. An 
oak that produces acorns one year may not have much food the 
next year, or even longer. This obviously affects the wild life that 
needs food for survival. Nuts and acorns are high in protein and 
fats as well as the quick-sustaining carbohydrates. 

Have you ever seen a gall? They are particularly visible now, 
during goldenrod time. A round, hard swelling along the stem of 
the flower is home to an insect. He can hide from predators and 
it will keep him somewhat warm all winter. It can eat its way out 

of its own house when hungry in winter, and then when spring 
comes, it eats it way out completely to start the whole process 
over again. In a book of common wildflowers of New England, 
were listed 12 species (kinds) of goldenrod. It has a pleasant 
Latin name, too: Solidago.

One plant I always look for is bottle gentian or closed gentian. 
It is a deep, cerulean blue and hides near the edges of wetlands, or 
moist woodlands. It grabs just enough sunlight to combine with 
its green leaves to produce growth (photosynthesis), and a cluster 
of four to six blossoms. They don’t look like our ideas of a flower 
— rather, like a plant about to burst open, but it never does. So, 
why do bees bother with such a tight squeeze? Because scientists 
have found that the sweetness of the nectar (40% sugar), and its 
large supply, makes it worth the effort.

So the bees gather pollen on legs and abdomen, after slurping 
down some delicious nectar. Some of this pollen will rub off on 
the next flower it visits. If you find several plants, please marvel 
at the deep blue coloration, but don’t pick. 

Bottle gentian is now listed on the endangered plant list. I 
used to have a treasured and secret place where several plants 
flourished, but they are gone now, as is the moist home where 
they once bloomed. It is usually the last flower of the growing 
year. It has a cousin, fringed gentian, which is the official flower 
of Yellowstone National Park. I remember it thriving near the 
heat of the geysers and hot springs, when I was a nature volunteer 
there. 

Thoreau wrote: “Such a dark blue, surpassing that of a male 
bluebird’s back.”

Dickinson, in her romanticized way, wrote:
But just before the snows

There came a purple creature
That ravaged all the hill.

And summer hid her forehead,
And mockery was still.

I hope you can find at least one to enjoy this glorious 
September!

Note: The book Naturally Curious by Mary Holland has many 
more interesting facts for each season. The book is too heavy for 
a walk in the woods, but wonderful reading when you get home.

 Also, if you want to puzzle over nature’s surprises, buy a hand 
lens. Really opens up your view! And easy to slip into a pocket 
or knapsack.

Wetlands Work Wonders 
recommended

By Bernie Paquette
In her guest post, Wetlands Work Wonders! Karina Dailey, 

Restoration Ecologist, raises the concern that “We are doing 
a disservice to our society by not understanding wetlands and 
protecting them, as they are the unique areas where land and 
water intersect.”

Read the definition, variety, and conditions wetlands support, 
as well as the functions they serve. See a list of sites that are a 
great way to tour exceptional wetlands unique to Vermont. Come 
to understand the greatest threat to wetlands — closer to home 
than you might think. Take away a clearer understanding and 
appreciation of wetlands.

Karina’s guest post is on the Jericho Community blog, at 
https://jerichovermont.blogspot.com/2021/09/wetlands-work-
wonders.html.

Pop goes the pimple
By Douglas Boardman

Special to Mountain Gazette
My mother was one of the original pimple poppers. Actually, 

my mother’s mother was a big pimple popper and I imagine it 
goes back to the cavemen. My father told her to stop popping 
pimples or else I would have scars. My mother couldn’t help 
herself, if she saw a pimple, she had to pop it the way that some 
kids like to pop bubble wrap. Fortunately, I didn’t get scars from 
popping pimples.

A pimple is defined as a small inflammatory swelling or 
elevation of the skin. The TV used to be entertaining, but for the 
past couple years it seems that my favorite shows are all reruns. 
I have my TV or music on whenever I am home because I like 
the noise. A couple weeks ago I was desperate to find a TV show 
worth watching. That was when I saw a show called Dr. Pimple 
Popper, so I thought it had to be a cartoon. I figured it would be 
better than watching the fourth rerun of Gold Rush. I was in for 
a surprise!

The show started out with cutting a six inch gash in the top 
of a woman’s head. The nurse dug around with tweezers until 
she popped a cyst, which squirted blood and pus all over her 
assistants. Dr. Pimple Popper finally pulled a sac of pus and 
blood without popping it and it was no pimple. It was the size 
of a golf ball, and I almost threw up. I should have turned the 
TV off, but when I saw him cutting her head open, I had to keep 
watching to see if she lived through it. I can’t believe this show is 
on daytime TV. It sure isn’t a show for children. 

If Dr. Pimple Popper was a cartoon character, it would be 
worse than reality TV. Years ago, a couple friends of my kids 
asked me if I had ever seen South Park. I said no, but they said it 
is really funny, so I had high expectations. Instead, I saw three or 
four guys on top of a roof shouting at homeless people walking 
on a sidewalk through their neighborhood. I have no idea why 
anyone would think that was funny.

I didn’t allow my children to watch trashy shows, but I’m 
sure they watched them at friends’ houses when their parents 
weren’t home. Cartoons used to be safe viewing for children, 

but many should be R-rated with a lot of political overtones. 
They might be geared for adults, but the kids end up watching 
them and soaking up a lot of knowledge, good and bad, from 
these shows. They constantly use swearing and show people 
behaving inappropriately. Kids will model what they see from 
their parents, again both good and bad. We don’t need more liars, 
cheaters, and criminals in the world. I always told my kids that 
diplomas and degrees don’t guarantee a good paying job, but it 
does help you get your foot in the door. You must prove yourself 
and having a good work ethic and decent manners, despite what 
you see on TV.

Wednesday, September 14
DRML Great Potato Dig, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Deborah 

Rawson Memorial Library, River Rd., Jericho. Help with the 
harvest of potatoes for our local Food Shelf at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, on the third Saturday of each month. In 2020 
we dug, cleaned, weighed, and boxed 300 pounds in just two 
hours — many hands make light work! No registration required, 
just show up. (Probably best if you bring a pair of garden gloves!)

Jericho Town Republican Caucus, 7:30 – 8:30 PM, Jericho 
Community Center, Browns Trace, Jericho Center. This bi-
annual meeting has been properly warned, and is open to all 
Jericho Republicans. Each political party is required to hold this 
reorganization meeting to elect officers, etc. Per the Community 
Center’s regulations, masks will be required.

Saturday, September 18
Old ID School reunion, 1:00 – 5:00 PM, Browns River 

Middle School, Jericho. If you or someone you know went to the 
old ID School (across from the UJFD) before 1971, and would 
wish to register to attend this reunion that was postponed from 
September 2020 due to the pandemic, please contact Randy 
Clark, honorarychief@aol.com or 802-899-2233 (call or text). 
There is more information on the Facebook page Underhill ID 
Reunion 1940-71.

Sunday, September 19
Forestry, Birds, and Recreation, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM. 

Hayden Hill Road East Trailhead, Hinesburg Town Forest, 
Hinesburg. Can we have trails, forest management, and songbird 
habitat too? Join Fellowship of the Wheel, Audubon Vermont, 
and the Chittenden County Forester for a free, public walk and 
discussion of forest management, recreation, and forest bird 
conservation on the site of an upcoming forest management 
project at the Hinesburg Town Forest. Vermont provides summer 
breeding habitat for a great diversity of neotropical migratory 
songbirds; many of these species are at risk due to loss of suitable 
habitat, forest fragmentation, introduced species, incompatible 
forest management, and climate change. Audubon Vermont’s 
senior conservation biologist and forester Steve Hagenbuch 
will discuss current forest habitat conditions and consider 
opportunities for future management; and Chittenden County 
Forester Ethan Tapper will discuss forests, forest management, 
and how the upcoming management of the Hinesburg Town 
Forest (HTF) will be done with both forest birds and recreation 
in mind. To learn more about the HTF project: https://linktr.ee/
HinesburgTownForest. This in-person event will require uphill 
walking over uneven surfaces; be prepared for weather and trail 
conditions.

Tuesday, September 21
Progressives Biennial Caucus, 6:30 PM, at the patio space 

behind the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library, Jericho. The 
agenda for these organizing caucuses for the Underhill and 
Jericho town committees of the VT Progressive Party will 
include election of the town committee, election of officers by 
the new town committee, election of members to serve on the 
Chittenden County committee, and any new business. For more 
information contact Ken Eardley, 802-899-4300.

Community columns continued on page 5
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We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more information 
or email mtngazette@gmavt.net

HEALTH NEWS

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Time to schedule your 
seasonal flu vaccine

Another flu season is just around the corner. The seasonal flu 
can have similar symptoms to COVID-19, so it’s more important 
than ever to get your vaccine. It can protect you from serious 
illness and even a possible hospital visit. Vaccines are especially 
important if you are over 65, you have a chronic condition, or 
you are pregnant.

Cracking the problem 
of peanut allergy

Recently I have found parents shell-shocked to ask me 
questions about peanut allergies. Humorous puns aside, peanut 
allergies are serious, so let me shell out some information on 
this topic.

How widespread is peanut allergy?
About 2% of children in the United States are allergic to 

peanuts and half of those are also allergic to tree nuts such 
as almonds, walnuts, pecans, cashews, and sometimes even 
sunflower and sesame seeds. In fact, peanut allergy is the leading 
cause of food-allergy related deaths in this country.

How to know if your child is affected
Usually, the first signs after eating a peanut may be a runny 

nose, skin rash, or a tingly tongue that can progress if untreated 
to difficulty breathing, a drop in blood pressure, and in turn 
becoming unconscious. We used to usually recommend not 
trying a peanut in a child until they were old enough to talk to us. 
But there is now more recent data to suggest that if there is no 
known family history of a peanut allergy, then exposing infants 
to peanut products such as a very thin layer of peanut butter on a 
cracker when they are old enough to take solids, may reduce the 
chance of getting a peanut allergy as they get older.

On the other hand, if there is a family history of peanut allergy, 
severe eczema, or egg allergy, then it is recommended that you 
talk with your child’s doctor before introducing your child to 
peanuts. Usually, a skin or blood test can determine if your child 
is at risk for a peanut allergy.

Dealing with a diagnosis
If the diagnosis is made, then the best way to deal with this 

problem is to avoid the foods that trigger it. This requires not just 
educating a child and family, but friends, relatives, caregivers, 
and teachers too. It also means checking food labels and letting 
restaurants know about the allergy, so an accidental exposure is 
avoided.

If an exposure occurs, peanut-allergic older children and 
adults should carry a prescribed self-injectable shot of adrenaline 
with them. The shot should also be available to teachers, school 
nurses, and parents, especially if the child is too young to self-
inject themselves. Once the shot is given, the child should be 
brought to an emergency facility for continued observation and 
treatment, since this is a true medical emergency. A medical alert 
bracelet is also a good idea.

Hopefully, tips like these will crack open the information you 
need to know when it comes to dealing with peanut allergies. 

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics at the UVM’s 
Larner College of Medicine.

Support healthy aging 
through falls prevention

Each year, many Vermonters experience a fall, yet only half 
will tell their health care provider. A fall can cause an injury and 
may result in hospitalization. A serious injury — especially when 
you are older — can limit a person’s mobility and independence 
and increase social isolation, which can lead to additional health 
problems. Falling is not a normal part of aging, and can be 
prevented by doing the right exercises, making your home safer, 

getting regular health checkups, and more.
State health officials, together with Falls Free Vermont, a 

statewide resource for falls prevention information and training, 
encourage Vermonters to ask themselves these questions: Have 
I fallen in the past year? Do I feel unsteady when standing or 
walking? Do I worry about falling? These screening questions 
can help you determine your risk of falling. Talk to your doctor 
if you answered “yes” to any of these questions and consider the 
often simple steps you can take to reduce your risk of falling.

“One in three older Vermonters will suffer from a fall-related 
injury each year, making unintentional falls the largest portion 
of the burden of injury in Vermont,” said Health Commissioner 
Mark Levine, MD. “The good news is that falls are preventable 
and healthy aging is a quality-of-life goal we can achieve.”

Take these steps to help prevent accidental falls:
• Talk to your health care provider about any past falls, even if 

they did not lead to an injury.
• Review your medications and any side effects. Consider 

vitamin D supplements.
• Have your vision and hearing checked annually, and update 

eyeglasses and hearing aids as needed.
• Get moving! Try Tai Chi and other activities proven to 

improve balance and strength.
• Assess your home environment. You can reduce your fall 

risk by removing trip hazards, improving lighting, installing 
handrails and grab bars, and taking extra care around pets that 
may be underfoot.

“Vermont’s population is among the oldest in the U.S., and 
all of us have a role in promoting healthy aging and preventing 
falls,” said Monica White, Commissioner of the Department of 
Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living. “If you’re not at 
risk for falls yourself, chances are that you know someone who 
is. Being aware of how to prevent falls benefits everyone. All 
Vermonters should make it a priority to take some of these simple 
actions to prevent accidental falls — for themselves and their 
loved ones.”

More information about Falls Prevention and Healthy Aging:
• A new Falls Free Vermont website will release soon. In the 

meantime, check out the group’s Facebook page at facebook.
com/FallsFreeVT for updates and information.

• Call the Vermont Area Agencies on Aging Help Line: 800-
642-5119 

• The Vermont Department of Health: https://www.
healthvermont.gov/emergency-preparedness-ems/injury-
prevention/prevent-falls

• Vermont Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent 
Living’s Adult Services Division: http://asd.vermont.gov/

• National Council on Aging: https://www.ncoa.org/older-
adults/health/prevention/falls-prevention

Would you know if your child 
had lead poisoning?

Over 400 Vermont children have too much lead in their bodies. 
A child with lead poisoning doesn’t look or act sick, but lead can 
cause serious health problems. Have your doctor test your child 
at age 1 and again at 2. It’s the only way to know!

For more information, go online to https://www.healthvermont.
gov/environment/children/lead-poisoning-prevention-guidance-
parents. 

Adaptive kayaking
Do you have mobility or balance issues? Ever wanted to 

try kayaking, or get back to it if you have stopped? If so, the 
Community Senior Center has a free opportunity for you!

Come join us on Monday, October 4 at 10:00 AM at 
Waterbury Center State Park and learn from Cathy Webster, 
Physical Therapist and a volunteer with the Northeast Disabled 

Athletic Association (NDAA). Cathy will be providing support 
and instruction around adaptive kayaking. Here is the link 
that describes in detail what Cathy will be offering: https://
ndaaadaptivekayaking.wixsite.com/website/. This will be an 
opportunity to experience paddling and determine if this is 
something you would like to do on an ongoing basis.

Please contact Cathy with your questions at cweb0501@
gmail.com.

If you might be interested in joining us, please contact Martha 
at martha@cscvt.org.

We ask that you sign up by Friday, September 24.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

60 Big Brothers and Sisters 
needed in 60 days
To the Editor,

The Big Brothers and Sisters program has made an impact 
on our family. My nephew benefitted from having a big brother. 
Now, as a college graduate, he still refers to that person as his 
brother. My husband mentored as a big brother in Boston when 
he was younger.

They are recruiting now. Here is the information:
Can You Help Us Find 60 Bigs in 60 Days? https://vtdigger.

org/press_release/can-you-help-us-find-60-bigs-in-60-days/.
Beth Peloquin

Westford

Supporting our veterans 
and military families
By Kesha Ram Hinsdale, State Senator, Chittenden District
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

This is a joint message from myself and June D. Heston of 
Richmond.

As President Biden pulled back our military presence in 
Afghanistan, we bore witness to the daily bravery and terror 
present in the lives of our service members and their allies 
abroad. We often remember the sacrifices they and their families 
make on holidays like Veterans and Memorial Day, or occasions 
like the imminent 20th anniversary of September 11. Veterans, 
service members, and their families, however, deserve our 
consistent attention and support.

We both write with pride in the military service among our 
family members, from World War II to the War on Terror, 
including the ultimate sacrifice. As fewer Americans feel the 
immediate impact of military service, it is even more imperative 
that we support our military families and service members who 
face greater burdens while making these great sacrifices.

A 2011 Pew Research Center survey highlighted the growing 
military-civilian gap, with more than three-quarters of adults 
ages 50 and older saying they had an immediate family member 
— a spouse, parent, sibling, or child — who had served in the 
military, largely serving prior to the phasing out of the military 
draft in 1973. Adults under the age of 50 are much less likely to 
have family members who served in the military — 57% of those 
ages 30-49 and only one-third of Americans ages 18-29. This is 
reflective of the fact that less than 1% of the U.S. population now 
serves in the U.S. military.

The Legislature is working to ensure those who volunteered to 
serve are acknowledged for the sacrifices they and their families 
have made. Going into the 2022 session, there are 18 proposed 
bills in the House and five in the Senate to address the different 
hardships and challenges experienced, as well as to align with 
other states’ treatment of military families and veterans.

S.104, introduced by Sens. Kesha Ram Hinsdale and Thomas 
Chittenden of Chittenden, provides that the spouse and dependent 
child of any person who is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces and 
stationed in this State pursuant to military orders be considered a 
resident for in-state tuition purposes and does not lose that status 
if the member transfers out of State on military orders.

H.146, cosponsored by Rep. Carol Ode of Burlington, 
proposes to exempt disability and pension income for veterans 
who are permanently and totally disabled from the calculation 
of household income for the purpose of determining the income 
sensitivity property tax credit.

H.71, which is cosponsored by House Judiciary Chair Maxine 
Grad, proposes to exempt U.S. military retirement pay from the 
Vermont personal income tax. Vermont is one of just three states 
in the country that fully taxes military retirement pay, and we 
believe even a partial exemption can serve to welcome former 
military members to contribute to our communities and economy.

H.185, introduced by Rep. Matthew Birong of Vergennes, 
would also exempt from income tax all U.S. military survivor 
benefit income received by the surviving spouse of a deceased 
service member.

On the federal level, a great deal of work is being done to 
encourage Congress to act on the issues of toxic exposure. 
Many of our veterans are developing rare forms of cancer 
and respiratory illness as a result of their exposure to airborne 
toxins from burn pits and other chemical exposures during their 
deployments and on U.S. soil. Currently, over 75% of veterans 
filing disability claims due to exposure are being denied their 
claim. We are working with members of Congress and their staffs 
to ensure our veterans and military members get the healthcare 
they need and deserve due to their exposure while serving our 
country.

We must never forget any American, or our allies around 
the globe, who put themselves in harm’s way to protect our 
democracy. As our freedoms become ever more precious and 
fragile, we must support and thank those who sacrifice on our 
behalf.
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Zinnias
By Sue Kusserow

Special to the Mountain Gazette
I am in a field of zinnias. Well, perhaps not. Zinnias are 

supposed to grow in rows, as if to contain their raucous shouts of 
color. Rows are a gardener’s way of bringing order and control 
to his plants. Field implies a number of rows, so disordered as to 
obliterate any sense of cultivation and planning.

These seeds were sown in the wetness of spring and I now am 
engulfed in the final cycle of a zinnia’s life. The seeds have dug 
their way through a thin layer of soil, turning pale green as the 
sun speaks to them. Each day shows the power of growth and 
life; the stems reach up and toughen. A windstorm batters them 
to the ground and a cold rain almost keeps them from rising. 
Somehow, though, they slowly reach for the sun again.

All summer they are relatively inconspicuous; sturdy plants 
with supporting leaflets reaching out horizontally. The semi-
formed buds have busied themselves with growing upwards; 
in these tipsy rows, a few are taller than my head. It is August, 
blessed with sun and intense mini-showers; time for zinnias to 
show their petals of violet, blush pink, moon-blue, fire-engine 
red, milk white, and polished copper.

Petals are for us to ooh and aah over. Petals serve little practical 
purpose, except to lure bees and butterflies into the center of the 
plant. Here, a dense cone holds onto a tiny circle of florets of 
mellow-yellow. A bee, smaller than my little finger, finds a zinnia 
she hasn’t visited yet. She rejected four or five along the way, but 
this one must have the promise of a drop of nectar. Her perusal 
and split-second decision settles her into the tiniest florets and 
he pokes his proboscis, slim as a single hair on my head, into 
the center of this five-petal miniature. She throws caution to the 
winds as she circles the inner flowers. She must think this is some 
sort of a living heaven. As she passes by her legs gather pollen, 
which will fertilize the pistil for the next round of seeds. She 
will go back to her queen, heavy with gold dust from her entries 
and exits. A butterfly claims a yellow zinnia and holds her wings 
upright as she checks every slit and crack in the circle of the 
florets. Probably my imagination, but she seems to stay longer. 
Do our descriptive phrases about a flitting butterfly and a busy 
bee help us in “humanizing” them? 

This is a world where we go to pick flowers, to find new joys in 
blooms we haven’t seen before. Small wonders sometimes make 
us gasp; we are so unaware of the world of life and reproduction 
that is in one zinnia. It is not our world, with our blunt hands and 
our eyes focused on hundreds of zinnias. How does one learn to 
see a thing so delicate that it will not last a week, yet has somehow 
managed to repeat itself for millennia? Perhaps we cannot see, all 
at once, what is both too small and too large, because there can 
be hurt in such magnifications. We need to keep our awkward 
blunderings in check; our evolutionary tricksters, sometimes, 
seem to have led us to places of quick and thoughtless decisions. 

As I leave the field of zinnias, I reach for one last blossom. 
And I am stung by a small worker bee huddled in its center. This 
effort to protect herself costs her life. Is it worth such a bargain? 
Or did evolution give no choice? Are we, too, as bound to defend 
ourselves, without thought or choice, even if it means giving our 
lives in retaliation for a small sting? Is it worth such a bargain? 
I will leave the mass of zinnias, taking with me a little of their 
exuberance and riotous color. That is enough flight and fancy for 
today!

TV in VT: the hybrid leap
By Angelike Contis

In early July MMCTV moved to a new location, renting 
a space on the third floor of the Richmond Town Center. It’s 
an exciting shift into the center of town, with three nonprofit 
neighbors also in the building and the library across the parking 
lot. While hosting our TV camp for youngsters in August, we 
enjoyed having the elbow room at our new space!

This wasn’t just the summer of a big move (MMCTV’s second-
ever), but it was also the time we took a huge technological leap 
with hybrid meetings, i.e., meetings that are part in-person and 
part virtual.

A little history: Since 1997, MMCTV videographers have 
hauled cameras to our three town halls and schools to record 
public meetings. During COVID-19 lockdown, we shifted to 
streaming virtual meetings live. Richmond’s Erin Wagg and 
myself would monitor the meetings, and Ruth Miller edited/
archived record numbers of local board meetings! To give you a 
sense, in 2019, we uploaded 233 videos to our Internet Archive 
web platform; three-quarters of the way through 2021, we 
already uploaded 295 videos! 

We had been hearing about hybrid meetings for months. 
While in our three towns boards switched to virtual meetings 
immediately, our colleagues at places like Northwest Access 
TV in St. Albans and SAPA-TV in Springfield had local boards 
meeting in part (or entirely) in person, even during lockdown.

Yet when the Governor’s Emergency Order ended in mid-June, 
the need for hybrid meetings arrived here too; boards needed 
to include a physical location in order to comply with public 
meeting law. Fortunately, I had ordered hybrid gear SAPA-TV 
recommended, and Richmond Town Center, whose new meeting 
space is now conveniently down the hall from our studio, became 
our test site for a hybrid meeting Ethernet-based system including 
remotely-operated cameras, two computers, and microphones. 
MMCTV’s IT consultant Bill Cairns of Jericho took care of the 
networking challenge, and we were off and running with our first 
hybrid meeting for Richmond the very same day we moved in 
late June.

Zinnias are a 
colorful and long-
lasting addition to 
the flower garden, 
here shown in 
the garden at the 
Deborah Rawson 
Memorial Library 
in Jericho. They are 
an annual and will 
bring an explosion 
of color. They have 
three important 
qualities for the 
home gardener: they 
have brilliant color, 

I would lie if I said setting up hybrid meetings was easy, 
quick, and stress-free. Instead of enjoying lazy Vermont summer 
evenings, there were plenty of nail-biting moments for ourselves 
and town staff/boards, where the feed wouldn’t show up or the 
audio was too high or low. But as of early September — thanks in 
large part to the cooperation of patient town staff and board chairs 
— I’m happy to report that the Richmond and Jericho systems 
are working seamlessly, and Underhill’s set up is… very close! 
(There is an echo to remove from the last town’s meetings.)

Over two months in and countless rolls of black gaffers’ tape 
later, the temporary set up is becoming permanent. Channel 
Manager Jim Hering is installing cameras and hiding cables in 
each town. It has been very much a joint effort, as MMCTV 
invested in cameras and remote computers, while towns have 
purchased dedicated laptops, cables, and peripheral items. We 
aim to make the town staffs and boards as self-sufficient as 
possible.

While everyone (especially the boards and MMCTV) adapts 
to a new workflow, the public will benefit from two-camera 
coverage as well as increased safety and accessibility. Another 
silver lining is that hybrid meetings have highlighted audiovisual 
upgrades that are needed for all three towns’ conference rooms. 
Improvements to projection set-ups, acoustics, and computer 
network will make these hybrid rooms more up-to-date for future 
uses. Now the rooms can be used for more than board meetings. 
In Richmond, the staff is holding some meetings online there. 
In Jericho, Town Clerk Jessica Alexander is holding regular 
discussions around the new History of Jericho publication.

What can you do to support this Vermont-style “C-Span?” If 
you think this is a good investment, please let your towns know 
you’d like them to apply ARPA funding to these COVID-era 
upgrades. And if you have ideas on how we can improve our 
hybrid meeting coverage, please let us know at mmctv15@gmail.
com or 802-434-2550. We’d love to hear your input/ideas! 

Angelike Contis is Executive Director of Mount Mansfield 
Community TV (MtMansfieldCtv.org). 

Coming events continued from page 3

Wednesday, September 22
Underhill Town Democrat Biennial Caucus, 6:00 PM, 

Underhill Town Hall, Underhill Center. The purpose of the 
meeting is to elect officers and committee members and to plan 
future support for the 2022 elections. For more information, 
please contact Joe O’Brien at 802-363-8898 or jpobrien47@
comcast.net.

Saturday, September 25
Getting Started on your Family History, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, 

on Zoom. Join us to learn how to start exploring your family 
history. Lynn Johnson will discuss types of records, where to 
find them, common errors, and helpful hints. Using examples 
from her own family work she will explain different types of 
sources, evaluating whether the pieces fit, and the importance 
of documenting your findings. Handouts will be available, 
including easy organizing suggestions. This class is designed 
for beginners, as well as for those who have started but are 
feeling overwhelmed or unsure if they are doing it correctly. VT 
Genealogy Library classes will be held on Zoom on Saturdays 
12:00 – 1:30 PM; the cost is $10. To learn more, and to register 
for the classes, visit www.vtgenlib.org. You can also visit our 
Facebook page or call at 802-871-5647. Additions to the fall 
schedule will be posted soon.

Thursday, September 30
34th Annual Lasagna Dinner, 4:30 – 6:30 PM, Mount 

Mansfield Union High School cafeteria, 211 Browns Trace, 
Jericho. Hosted by the MMU Academic Boosters — this year, 
take out only. This dinner is the Boosters’ only fundraiser, which 
supports activities for students and staff. Order, schedule pick-
up time and pay by credit card online at www.mmu-academic-
boosters.square.site; in-person orders are available at Palmer 
Maple Lane, VT Rt. 15, Jericho, if you would rather pay by check 
or cash. All orders and payments are due by Friday, September 
24. Order pick up is Thursday, September 30, 3:00 – 6:30 PM, 
in front of MMU. The meal will include all the yummy food you 
have come to expect: lasagna, green salad, roll, and delicious pie 

for dessert. Gluten-free options are available. Each meal is $12. 
If you wish to donate or volunteer for the event: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/30e0e4ba4ac2ba75-2019. For questions 
contact Leah Rowe, btvvyd2016@gmail.com.

Saturday, October 2
The Farms and Trails of Brewster Uplands, 9:00 AM – 

12:00 PM, Brewster Upland Farms, Jeffersonville. The 600+ acre 
Brewster Uplands are owned and managed by VT Land Trust as 
a community resource. The scenic land is home to eight miles 
of trails through diverse woods and river bottom land. There 
are also two major farm operations: the nonprofit West Farm 
produces hundreds of thousands of pounds of produce for local 
institutions, and the Robtoy Farm is used by the Green Mountain 
Technical Career Center’s diversified agriculture education 
program. Participants will get an orientation overview of the rich 
history of this property and tour the two farms. After the farm 
tours, guests are invited to walk the Alden Bryan Brewster River 
Trail on their own (maps provided.) Farm tours will be given by 
Angus Baldwin, manager of the West Farm, and Sam Rowley, 
Green Mountain Technical Career Center Educator.To register, 
go online to https://vlt.org/event/brewster-uplands-event. 

Monday, October 4
Ebenezer Allen: Patriot, Commando, and Emancipator, 

6:30 PM, on Zoom. Join the Ethan Allen Homestead Museum to 
discuss this book by author Glenn Fay, Jr., a Green Mountain Boy 
/Warner’s Regiment descendant. Fay will discuss highlights of 
Allen’s life, which included enlisting as a Green Mountain Boy, 
founding several Vermont towns, serving as a town clerk and 
legislator, several brazen battlefield actions, and perhaps being 
the first American to emancipate slaves. Although overshadowed 
by cousins Ethan and Ira, Ebenezer Allen was legendary as a no-
nonsense Patriot leader who was feared by the northern British 
army and unquestionably helped to shape Vermont’s independent 
identity. The book is available at the Museum and from 
booksellers. For more details, registration, and a link to purchase 
the book: https://ethanallenhomestead.org/virtual-book-club/. 

Fall bulb fundraiser to benefit 
Meals on Wheels Lamoille

Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County has teamed up with 
Flower Power Fundraising. Visit our website http://www.mowlc.
org and click on the Flower Power link to see all the great varieties 
of bulbs available. You can easily place your order online and it 
will be shipped directly to you. 100% quality guarantee on all 
bulbs. Meals on Wheels of Lamoille County will receive 50% 
profit on ALL SALES. Thank you!

Don’t miss out on free money — 
state grants for utility bills, rent

Thousands of customers have fallen behind on their accounts 
due to the pandemic, and you may qualify for free grant money 
through the VT Department of Public Service that can help pay 
your overdue utility balances for power, landline phone, natural 
gas, and water service. These state grants are not a loan, and the 
money is first come, first served, so apply now!

• If you rent your home, $40 million is available for qualified 
renters to help pay your past due — and in some cases your 
future — utility bills and rent. More information is available at 
https://vtutilityhelp.com or call 833-488-3727.

• $15 million is available for homeowners, renters, businesses, 
and farms who have been impacted by COVID-19 to help get 
your utility accounts caught up. Details and online application at 
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/help-past-due-utility-
bills-vermont-department-public-service or call 833-295-8988.

• GMP has a discount for qualified low-income GMP 
customers, and you can qualify through the Department for 
Children and Families: https://dcf.vermont.gov/benefits/eap/
GMP.

• We can also set you up on a no-interest payment plan, to 
spread your overdue balance over an amount of time that works 
for you.

Please call us! We can help you work through the options. 
GMP’s customer care team is ready to help and can be reached 
Monday-Friday, 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM, at 888-835-4672. A full list 
of resources is also on our website at https://greenmountainpower.
com/need-help-with-your-past-due-balance-we-can-help/.

Mansfield Community Fiber 
for Cambridge

As can be seen from the service area map (https://mcfibervt.
com/service-area-map/), Mansfield Community Fiber will be 
close to Cambridge in 2022. I think if we get enough people to 
sign up they will expand what they plan on installing in 2022. 
Tired of extremely slow DSL? Please help us all to get a better 
provider in our area. Sign up for the service at https://mcfibervt.
com/subscribe/.

It is during our darkest moments that we 
must focus to see the light. -Aristotle

require low maintenance, and are drought tolerant. Zinnias 
bloom from late spring until the first frost in fall. Butterflies and 
hummingbirds are attracted to the cheery flowers that bloom 
in nearly every bright color imaginable. They grow quickly 
and reliably, making them a great choice for first-time flower 
growers. They come in a variety of sizes and shapes. Zinnias 
are safe to plant around animals because they are non-toxic to 
dogs, cats, and horses. If you have zinnias in your garden, now 
is the time to save their seeds. First, let the flowers dry fully on 
the stem, then collect the seed heads and lightly crush them 
in your hand to release next year’s seed crop. Store in a cool, 
dry place. If you didn’t plant any zinnias this year… plan on 
planting some next year. You will be glad you did. 
                                                         PHOTO BY SUZANNE FREITAS
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Art/ Music / Theater continued on page 9

Donate bikes and sewing 
machines for international aid 

The Green Mountain Returned Peace Corps Volunteers is 
holding their 21st annual bike and sewing machine collection for 
Pedals for Progress.

Items gathering dust in your closet or garage will help 
struggling families in communities around the world build a 
more secure life. Bring your bike or sewing machine, plus $15 
per item to help with international shipping costs, to: 

• Friday, September 24, 3:00 – 7:00 PM, National Life, 
Montpelier;

• Saturday, September 25, 8:30 AM – 1:00 PM, Burton factory, 
Queen City Park Rd., Burlington.

For questions, to volunteer, or to donate, email P4Pvermont@
gmail.com, visit our Facebook page at PedalsforProgressVermont, 
or call Paul at 802-793-0888.

Live Like Benjo Foundation 
seeks volunteer treasurer

By Dean E. Haller, Founder, President, and Vice Chair
The Live Like Benjo Foundation is seeking an individual 

interested in serving as our organization’s Treasurer. He or she 
will have a much easier path to follow given the systems our 
current Treasurer has developed over the past seven years. A 
summary of our organization and the position follows.

The Live Like Benjo Foundation, a 501 c3, all-volunteer 
nonprofit, was founded in October 2014 after the tragic accidental 
drowning of Benjamin “Benjo” C. Haller as a result of a shallow 
water blackout. This occurred while he was spearfishing in the 
Bahamas on August 1, 2014. He was 27 years young. Benjo 
had just accomplished a longtime goal and dream of sailing his 
beloved Momma Dance, a 30’ 1978 O’Day sailboat he restored, 
to the Bahamas, He did this with his sidekick and constant furry 
companion, Buddy, and his First Mate, Matt, whom he trained to 
sail at the University of Colorado, Boulder, Benjo’s alma mater. 
They sailed from The International Sailing School (ISS) in 
Mallets Bay, Colchester, VT to Harbour Island in the Bahamas. 
Benjo was a sailing instructor at the ISS, SCUBA instructor 
with over 1500 logged dives, the youngest Dive Instructor ever 
hired by a renowned Dive Center in Nassau during his gap 
year, a contributing member of the Mount Mansfield Union 
High School’s ski team when they won the Alpine Skiing State 
Championship, he raced for the Smugglers’ Notch Ski Team, and 
he was an avid mountain biker.

In his honor, the Foundation’s mission is to raise awareness 
about shallow water blackouts, what causes one, and how 
to prevent one from happening. Additionally, we provide 
scholarships to Vermont’s youth to experience one or several 
of Benjo’s adventurous passions: sailing, skiing, and/or scuba 
diving. We do this by running our own camps and/or partnering 
with local organizations, which are affiliated with related 
activities, e.g., The ISS, the Waterfront Dive Center, and ski 
instructors from Smugglers’ Notch Ski Resort. Our focus is on 
youth between the ages of 13-19 who would otherwise not have 
the opportunity to live like Benjo did, i.e. live life to the fullest. 
We work closely with the Burlington Boys and Girls Club as 
a source for our “students.” Nine sailing friends from the ISS 
made four shifts from four different ports along the east coast 
and returned Momma Dance to The International Sailing School 
from Harbour Island shortly after Benjo died. We now use 
her as one of the adventures we offer to our students on Lake 
Champlain. Our organization is totally funded by donations, 
all of which go directly toward supporting our programs and 
providing scholarships. 

Benjo’s mantra was a lyric from a Bob Marley song: “Love the 
life you live; live the life you love.” He would often say, “If you 
aren’t living on the edge you are taking up too much space.” His 
last post on Facebook on the morning of August 1, was simply 
“I love my life.”

For more information about our Foundation, visit http://www.
livelikebenjo.org.

Summary of the Treasurer’s responsibilities and time 
commitment: 

• Monthly bookkeeping (2-3 hours): reconcile QuickBooks 
Online with bank; reconcile direct donations with QBs and in 
Little Green Light; run reports and create Treasurer’s report for 
Board meeting.

• Meetings (2-3 hours a month): Executive Committee; board 
meeting; annual retreat; ad hoc meetings as needed.

• Periodic bill paying (3 hours a year): mostly insurance 
payments and boat registration (debit cards used as credit cards 
for many purchases).

• Annual Budget (3-4 hours a year) 
Please respond to hallerdean@gmail.com if you are interested 

in the opportunity to help us make a difference, or if you would 
like additional information.

Efficiency Vermont home energy 
visits, free and available now

Has your house (or apartment) been stifling hot this summer? 
Is it drafty in the winter? Are your energy expenses unexpectedly 
high? You aren’t alone.

A typical Vermont home can have more than one heating 
source, aging appliances, hidden air leaks, damp basements, and 
a range of other quirks that make them unique… yet inefficient 
and uncomfortable. The good news: there is plenty you can do to 
save on energy, and be more comfortable. You just need to know 
where to look.

Efficiency Vermont’s energy experts are offering FREE virtual 
home energy visits to Vermont homeowners and renters. They’ll 
walk (virtually) through your home and take a look at your attic, 
basement, appliances and more. By the end of the consultation, 
you’ll have a personalized list of energy-saving opportunities 
(big and small) that you can do to cut your energy costs and 
improve the comfort of your home.

Get a contactless, free energy consultation today.
September openings are already filling up... schedule your 

virtual home energy visit: https://www.efficiencyvermont.com/
rebates/list/home-energy-visit.

Sell your products 
and services online, on your own

Lamoille Economic Development Corporation
When: Oct 20, 2021, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
It’s now more important than ever to offer your products and 

services to customers online. Whether you have an existing 
website or no online presence at all, we’ll show you how. Are 
you ready?

Lamoille Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) is 
offering a three-hour workshop Wednesday, October 20, 9:00 
AM – 12:00 PM at Green Mountain Technical and Career Center 
in Hyde Park, focused on selling online. It will help you take 
your business sales and leads to the next level. If you’ve thought 
about adding online sales to your existing website or want to start 
from scratch, this workshop will provide you with clear steps to 
complete those tasks.

While there are numerous options available to online 
retailers, this workshop will focus on using WordPress and 
WooCommerce to create an online store that is flexible, powerful 
and economical. WooCommerce is adaptable to any business. 
You can sell physical products, digital products, subscriptions, 
appointments, and much more.

We will explore the following topics:
• presenting your products and service (photography and 

copywriting);
• organizing your offerings and all the possible variations and 

groups of each product and service;
• how to handle your inventory or availability;
• determining whether you need to charge sales tax;
• determining how your physical goods will be shipped and 

how to calculate shipping costs;
• learning how payments get processed;
• creating customer accounts with their order information;
• understanding the automated email process when orders are 

placed and how you can service your customers with your own 
unique voice.

Most importantly, there will be plenty of time for Q&A, which 
is why our in-person workshop format is so popular.

The workshop fee is $50, and refreshments will be provided.
For more information and to register, go online to https://

sellyourproductsonline.eventbrite.com.
The workshop presenter is Elisa Clancy, MBA, LEDC’s 

webmaster and marketing consultant and owner of 3W 
Promotions, LLC, a full-service digital marketing business. 
Clancy has been designing websites since 1994. She has 
worked with many small businesses, trade groups, schools, 
municipalities, and the State of Vermont, and is well equipped to 
answer your eCommerce questions.

Masks are currently required at the venue. Please bring one 
with you since that requirement may still be in place on October 
20. No other COVID restrictions are expected outside of masking. 
If masks are no longer required by the venue by the time the 
workshop date arrives, you will not be asked to wear one.

Volunteer Opportunities 
with United Way

LEND A HAND. VOLUNTEER. United Way of Northwest 
Vermont’s mobile-friendly Volunteer Connection connects you 
to hundreds of local volunteer needs. Search by age, date, county, 
interests or causes that are important to you. Stay connected 
to community needs. Go online to https://unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com/ to learn more about these and other 
opportunities.

MEALS ON WHEELS – Age Well is looking for Meals on 
Wheels volunteers to fill a number of needs. Volunteers can 
deliver meals, grocery shop, help with budgeting, and/or share 
friendly visits with older neighbors. For information, contact 
the Age Well Volunteer Team at 802-662-5249 or volunteer@
agewellvt.org.

TECH SAVVY? – Education and Enrichment for Everyone 
(EEE) is looking for a volunteer with social media experience 
to help create an engaging FaceBook page for them. They 
could also use a volunteer with technical skills in database 
management and Mail Chimp. This would be a great experience 
for a student interested in a career in computer technology! All 
work will be done remotely. Contact Carol Roach, 802-881-8376 
or eeevermontorg@gmail.com.

ENGINEER IT! - ECHO is inviting volunteers to serve as 
Engineer It Facilitators to guide learners through hands-on 
activities by asking questions, having meaningful conversations, 
and encouraging guests to think as scientists. Facilitators 
lead museum guests through activities in a number of science 
fields focusing on problem solving and the engineering design 
process. Volunteers must have proof of full vaccination against 
COVID-19. Daily shifts available, mornings from 10:30 AM – 
1:30 PM, and afternoons from 2:00 – 5:00 PM. Volunteers are 
asked to service one three-hour shift per week for a minimum 
of four months. Training provided. Click here to apply: 
https://app.betterimpact.com/Application?ApplicationForm
Number=1&OrganizationGuid=f266b4de-75f9-4a1b-bb7a-
f38f1672121e&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=idealist.

BOOK CONNOISSEUR NEEDED – Green Mountain 
Habitat for Humanity is in need of a volunteer keeper of books 
in their Williston ReStore. Volunteers sort through donated 
books, determine what books will best suit various locations, and 
maintain bookshelves to ensure the best selection for shoppers. 
Two hours a day, twice a week. Contact Kali Wood, 802-318-
7533 or volunteer@vermonthabitat.org.

ON THE BOARD – Old School of South Burlington is 
searching for a Treasurer to serve on their Board of Directors 
to facilitate the financial needs of their non-profit organization. 
The Treasurer will review monthly expenditures against the 
budget and provide guidance on upcoming expenditures 
related to the school’s goals. Experience with Quickbooks and 
basic bookkeeping skills are important, but a formal degree in 
Finance is not required. Contact Brandon Diaz, 570-350-6580 or 
b.oldschool.vt@gmail.com.

GENERAL UPKEEP – Ethan Allen Homestead Museum has 
need of a volunteer to do light custodial work. Tasks include 
tidying the visitor center, washing windows, sweeping, raking, 
etc. A great opportunity for a community service project! 
Flexible scheduling. Contact Dan O’Neil, 802-865-4556 or 
ethanallenhomestead@gmail.com.

The covered Blueberry Patch Bridge from the Browns River 
in Underhill, taken the day the photographer went blueberry 
picking.                                         PHOTO BY SUZANNE FREITAS

Call to artists for Art & Stroll, 
September 18

Sign up to be a vendor for the Art & Stroll, to be presented 
by the Milton Artists’ Guild on Saturday, September 18, 10:00 
AM – 5:00 PM at the field between Milton Artists’ Guild and 
Hannafords’ (199 U.S. Rt. 7 South, Milton).

The Art & Stroll will be the first annual outdoor Art Festival 
hosted by the Milton Artists’ Guild! With artists, crafters, and 
makers of all kinds, this art festival will feature artwork from all 
over Vermont. Featuring up to 70 vendors, this will be a festival 
to explore! Come for a day of music, artwork, family crafts, food, 
and much more. Hosted in the field next to the Milton Artists’ 
Guild in the Hannaford’s Plaza in Milton, VT (parking behind 
the Milton Post Office)!

The Outdoor Art Fair offers a 10’x10’ booth spot to vendors; 
go to http://www.miltonartistsguild.org to sign up and join us!

Arts Convergence 
to celebrate Vermont wildlife

A rare and exciting convergence of musical and visual arts 
celebrating Vermont’s wildlife will be on display on Sunday, 
October 17 at Greensboro’s Highland Center for the Arts, and the 
time to start planning for this extraordinary event, especially for 
the state’s student artists, is now.

Musicians headlining this event, which is sponsored by the 
Vermont Wildlife Coalition, will include: well-known singer-
songwriter Dave Mallett, whose country and folk-infused voice, 
guitar and harmonica have warmed Vermont audiences in several 
previous appearances in the Green Mountains; Dave’s musical 
(and for two of the band members biological) offspring, the Maine-
based Mallett Brothers Band; Tish Hinajosa, the celebrated Texas 
singer-songwriter whose music has been described as a beguiling 
blend of folk, country, pop and Mexican influences.

But that’s just the music. This is a show also not to be 
missed by visual arts and wildlife enthusiasts. That’s because 
six nationally acclaimed wildlife artists have been touring the 
length of Lake Champlain this summer in a wooden sailboat and 
producing paintings of the wildlife they see. Their works will be 
on display at the Highland Center during the event, along with 
those of student winners of a wildlife art contest. This opportunity 
for students to showcase their work is another important aspect 
of the events set for the Highland Center, northern Vermont’s 
leading arts venue. The deadline for submissions (details below) 
is Friday, October 1.

Participating nationally recognized artists who will be 
exhibiting their work include Jean Louis Courteau (https://
jeanlouiscourteau.blogspot.com/); Cole Johnson (http://www.
colejohnsonart.com/); Rob Mullin (https://robertpaulgalleries.
com/artists/rob-mullen/); Patricia Pepin (https://www.
patriciapepin.com/gallery.html); John Pitcher and Sue Westin 
(https://westinpitcherart.com/johns-archived-works/); John 
Potter (https://www.johnpotterstudio.com/); and Bonnie Rowell 
(https://www.bonniesbotanicalsvt.com/contact).

More information about the student art competition can be 
found online at https://www.vtwildlifecoalition.org/artcontest.

More information about the October 17 concert can be found 
online at https://www.vtwildlifecoalition.org/concert.

The Vermont Wildlife Coalition’s Education Fund is intended 
to encourage young Vermonters to get outside and to enjoy and 
appreciate the beauty of Vermont’s landscapes, lakes, rivers 
and streams and, in particular, Vermont’s wildlife and wildlife 
habitat. The hope is that by encouraging students to recreate 
those scenes in works of art others will likewise be able to share 
and appreciate Vermont’s natural resources.

Call to artists: Doorways/Portals
What better way to celebrate the opening up of the Jericho 

Town Hall than with a show based on doorways or portals. Is 
it interesting architecturally, a doorway to a secret garden, or a 
portal to another dimension? However, you view a doorway or 
portal, established and emerging artists are invited to submit one 
or two pieces of artwork in any medium including photography 
for Doorways/Portals. The exhibit is scheduled through 
September 2021 in the Jericho Town Hall.

The exhibit is one of an ongoing series of shows that are a 
part of a collaborative effort between the Town of Jericho and 
a committee of volunteers involved in the arts. Committee 
members include: Select Board member Catherine McMains, 
gallery owner Emilie Alexander, and artists Dianne Shullenberger 
and Carla Hochschild.

ART / MUSIC / THEATER
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The United Church of Underhill
PROUDLY PRESENTS

THE 46th OLD FASHIONED HARVEST MARKET 2021
 September 25 and 26

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
                         https://underhillharvestmarket.com/2021-volunteer-sign-up/

PARADE – FUN RUN – COUNTRY STORE
 – FRENCH FRY HUT

REFRESHMENT TENT – SOUP BOWL 
– LEMONADE STAND

CIDER TENT – COOKIE FACTORY 
– ARTISAN EMPORIUM

KIDS GAMES – ZUCCHINI PATCH CONTEST 
– HAY RIDE

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT – CLUTTER BARN
VENDORS, VENDORS, VENDORS

COVID-19 CDC 
and VT Dept. of Health Guidelines in Effect

Masks Available at All Venues

Promote Community Togetherness
EVERYONE WELCOME
COME!  JOIN THE FUN!

Information:  https://underhillharvestmarket.com/

grateful!
Please go to https://

underhi l lharves tmarket .com/2021-
volunteer-sign-up/, choose an activity/
venue where you can help, and one of the 
many chair-persons will be in touch with 
you. Let’s continue to promote community 
togetherness and keep the Old Fashioned 
Harvest Market on the calendar for many 
years to come!

Early CPR and defibrillator use have 
been proven to improve a patient’s chances 
when cardiac arrest occurs. The most 
important thing in the equation is quality 
continuous compressions. 

One way to achieve this is High 
Performance CPR, which is what most 
ambulance services and first response 
agencies now utilize. 

The Underhill Jericho Fire Department 

and Northeast Training Solutions will be at Harvest Market on 
Saturday, September 25 to show how it’s done, and to let you 
learn and practice these skills if you are interested. 

It can make a huge difference in someone’s life. All are 
encouraged to come check it out.

Volunteers needed
The United Church of Underhill is pleased and proud to 

host the Old Fashioned Harvest Market at the church and 
adjacent grounds on Park Street in Underhill every year on the 
last full weekend in September. Not counting last year, which 
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 2021 will be 
the 46th presentation of this event. This festival has become a 
community event with local artists using this opportunity to 
share their creations along Park Street and VT Rt. 15 adding to 
the weekend’s attractions for folks in the surrounding area.

This year, 2021, is presenting many challenges as attempts 
are made to offer all the familiar festivities and still keep within 
the guidelines of the CDC and the VT Department of Health: 
safety precautions need to be added and that means more work 
— and, thus, more workers. The Steering Committee for the 
event is reaching out to its own members and supporters and to 
the citizens of the community to lend a hand during pre-Market 
days, during the Market weekend, and for post-Market cleanup. 
This is a busy time for everyone; but for anyone who can lend a 
couple hours, half a day, or more, the Committee will be forever 
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We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more 
information 

or email 
mtngazette@gmavt.net.
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on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month .
The deadline for receiving copy 

is Thursday, a week before publication, at noon.
The advertising deadline 

is Thursday, a week before publication at 5:00 PM.
For more information please contact
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6558 VT RT 116, Starksboro, VT 05487
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David Bruce Albright of Jeffersonville, 
VT went peacefully into the arms of Jesus 
on Monday, August 23, 2021 at Alpine 
Healthcare in Keene, NH, after a gallant 
battle with Alzheimer’s disease. He was 
74. He leaves his wife of 54 years, Sandy 
Edwards Albright; children Meghan 
Albright Diekmeyer and husband Erik of 
Columbus, OH, Hugh Albright and wife 
Amy of Jeffersonville, and grandchildren 
Emma and Ashton Albright; siblings James 

Albright of Wolcott, VT, Earl Albright of Greensboro, VT, and 
several nieces and nephews. David was predeceased by his parents 
Earl Albright Sr. and Elizabeth Martin Albright. David graduated 
from Cambridge High School and Burlington Technical School in 
1965 followed by advanced training at Lincoln Electric Welding 
School in Cleveland, OH. He served with the 131st Combat 
Engineers for the Vermont National Guard from 1966-1972, and 
in Vietnam in 1968- 1969, being awarded a Bronze Star. He is 
remembered for entertaining the troops with his banjo playing 
and lively sense of humor. David operated Albright Corporation, 
a welding and fabrication shop, and worked as a highly regarded 
contract welder on projects which included widening a ferry boat 
for Champlain Transportation, welding snowmaking pipeline for 
Smugglers’ Notch Resort, and the construction and maintenance 
of steel bridges for the Vermont Department of Transportation. 
He was widely known as the designer and manufacturer of LO 
Balls wood splitters and as only the second manufacturer of 
hydraulic wood splitters in the United States, obtaining several 
patents for his innovations. David enjoyed teaching welding 
at the Adult Education at Green Mountain Tech (Hyde Park, 
VT), Essex Vocational (Essex Junction, VT), and the Northwest 
Technical Center (St. Albans, VT). He fulfilled a lifetime 
ambition in the construction of the authentic post and beam 
Brewster River Mill on the Brewster River in Jeffersonville, 
powered by an antique wood-fired steam engine. Springtime 
would find David working in the Edwards family maple sugar 
operation on VT Rt. 108, where he constructed equipment 
for its operation. David’s greatest earthly joy was his 54-year 
marriage to his wife Sandy, and his children and grandchildren. 
Visiting hours were held on Friday, September 3, 2021 at the 
AW Rich Funeral Home in Fairfax, VT. Family and friends were 
encouraged to attend a burial service and memorial at the South 
Cambridge Cemetery on Saturday, September 4, 2021 followed 
by a celebration of life with memories of David’s life shared at 
the Raymond Homestead, 195 Thompson Rd., Jeffersonville. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial donations in David’s memory may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 300 Cornerstone Dr., Suite 
130, Williston, VT 05495. Please visit awrfh.com to share your 
memories and condolences.

Marie (McLaughlin) Russin Salter, 88, 
formerly of Jericho and Cambridge, VT, 
passed away peacefully on Monday, August 
9, 2021 after a lingering illness. Marie was 
born May 8, 1933 in Fayston, VT to Dalton 
and Una (Farnsworth) McLaughlin. She 
graduated from Cambridge High School 
in 1951. On March 3,1955 Marie married 
Giles (Peewee) Russin. He predeceased 
her in 1972. Marie married Francis (Red) 
Salter on July 16, 1982. Red predeceased 
her in 1992. Marie retired from IBM in 

Essex Junction, VT. In her spare time she enjoyed bingo, barn 
dances, puzzles, and traveling. Left to cherish Marie’s memory 
are her five children: Paul Russin and his wife Laura of Essex 
Junction, VT; Judy Longe of Jeffersonville, VT; Susan Morrill 
and her husband Randy of Underhill, VT; Rodney Russin and his 
wife Laura of Swanton, VT; and Penny Russin of Jeffersonville, 
VT; her daughter in-law Ida Russin of Jeffersonville, VT. Also 
surviving are nine grandchildren: Abby and Mandy Russin, Trista 
Maughan, Scott Jones and Stacy Wells, Giles and Alana Russin, 
Remi and Levi Russin, James Salter and Thomas Salter. Thirteen 
great-grandchildren also survive: Myles, Marlee, Theo, Douglas, 
Zachary, Joshua, Olivia, Courtney, Mason, Aiden, Emma, Abby, 
and Mia; as well as her five siblings: Esther McLaughlin of 
Underhill, VT; Elwin McLaughlin of Colorado; Lenore Whitten 
of Jericho, VT; Katrina Smith of Essex, VT; and Elizabeth and 
her husband Roger Reil of Milton, VT. Marie was predeceased 
by her first husband Giles Russin in 1972; her second husband 
Francis Salter in 1992; her son Dean Russin in 2019; her son-
in-law Dennis Longe in 2016; and her stepson James Salter in 
2018 and his wife, Alma Salter in 2020. Visiting hours were held 
on Thursday, August 12, 2021 at the Corbin and Palmer Funeral 
Home, 9 Pleasant St., Essex Junction, VT. Services will be 
private and at the convenience of the family. Arrangements are 
in care of Corbin and Palmer Funeral Home, Essex Junction, VT.

Gisele Marie Laliberte of Jeffersonville, 
VT was born on April 16, 1929 in Saint 
George, Québec, Canada. She died 
peacefully, surrounded by family and 
those who loved her at the McClure Miller 
Respite House in Colchester, VT on Friday, 
August 6, 2021. She lived 92 years. She 
was the daughter of Josaphat and Blandine 
Champagne Rodrigue. She was predeceased 
by her husband Henri Louis Laliberte, and 
her sons Jean-Luke Laliberte and Pierre L. 
Laliberte. Of her Canadian family, she is 

predeceased by Jacqueline Cote, Rejeanne Roy, and Clair Boily. 

Gisele is survived by six siblings: Angeline Rodrigue, Denis 
Rodrigue, Clermond Rodrigue, Germain Rodrigue, Francine 
Rodrigue, and Aline Rodrigue. Gisele often spoke with loving 
affection of her numerous nieces and nephews from her Canadian 
family. She is survived by her daughters Denise P. Rancourt 
(John Paul) of Ocala, FL, Diane R. Cone (Neil) of Sun City 
Center, FL, Joanne L. Osgood (Kenneth) of Jeffersonville, VT; 
son John L. Laliberte (Anne) of Simpsonville, SC; and daughter-
in-law Cheryl Laliberte (Pierre). She was blessed with many 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, 
and a vast number of friends, young and old. For over 25 years, 
the Winooski homestead was known for its open doors and 
endless tables where all were family. The local children knew her 
as “Lady Gisele.” She is remembered for her love and creating a 
safe space where all were welcomed, food was always plentiful, 
as well as long and warm embraces that let you know you were 
special. Gisele’s faith was boundless and full of hope and mercy 
throughout her life. After Henri died, she lived with Diane and 
Neil in Venice, FL and in her later years with Joanne, in North 
Woodstock, NH and Jeffersonville, VT where she found comfort, 
peace, and fellowship at the Jeffersonville Second Congregational 
Church. In lieu of flowers, friends and family are asked to send 
donations to the McClure Miller Respite House, 3113 Roosevelt 
Highway, Colchester, VT 05446 or through their website (https:/
www.uvmhomehealth.org/hospice-care/). Services will be held at 
a later date. Please visit awrfh.com to share your memories and 
condolences.

It is with great sadness that we announce 
the passing of Lawrence C. Jaques, 79, 
of Huntington, VT on Tuesday, August 10, 
2021. There are no services planned at this 
time. To view a complete obituary and leave 
on-line condolences for the family please 
visit giffordfuneralhome.com. Arrangements 
are in care of Gifford Funeral Home, 22 
Depot Street, Richmond, VT 05477.

Lawrence W. 
Chicoine passed 
away at his home in 

Underhill, VT with his wife by his side on 
Friday, August 13, 2021. He was born April 
29, 1950 in Burlington, VT to the late Lucile 
(Roberge) and William A. Chicoine. He 
was proud to have served in the U.S. Army 
for two years (1970-1972) in Germany 
driving tanks. He met Mary (Baillargeon) 
Chicoine soon after his return and was 
married in 1974, and for 47 years. Larry 
had a passion with carpentry, cabinet making, and furniture 
making, having started work early on with his father and then 
several other employers and even started his own business, and 
finally worked for Farrington Construction of Shelburne, VT. He 
loved gardening, hunting, beekeeping, camping, raising sheep, 
candle making, and loved watching western TV shows/movies. 
He loved joking around. Larry leaves his loving wife Mary 
(Baillargeon) Chicoine; daughter Michele (Chicoine) Pecor and 
her spouse Shawn Pecor and grandson James; his sisters Gisele 
(Chicoine) Wurzburger and spouse Dan Wurzburger, Maureen 
Chicoine; three grandchildren, Katie Chicoine, Lukas Chicoine, 
and James Pecor; Aunt and Uncle Norman and Lisette Roberge; 
many nieces, nephews, and his two dogs Truffles and Lily. He 
was predeceased by his sister Betty Cushing, brothers Markie 
Chicoine and Jimmy Chicoine, sons Andrew Chicoine and Scott 
Chicoine, grandson Carter Chicoine, and his special friend Alan 
Cousino. A big thank you to the UVM Home Health Wound 
Care Nurses and his UVM Medical Center Team of doctors, and 
Dr. Dawson. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at St 
Mary’s Church, Cambridge on Friday, August 20, 2021. Visiting 
hours and burial will be private and at the convenience of the 
family. Memorial contributions in Larry’s memory may be made 
to PSI (Patient Services Inc), P.O. Box 5930, Midlothian, VA 
(www.patientservicesinc.org), the organization that paid for his 
chemo meds; or to The American Cancer Society, 55 Day Lane, 
Williston, VT 05495. The family also invites you to share your 
memories and condolences by visiting awrfh.com.

It is with great sadness that we announce 
the passing of Larry J. Haskins, Sr. on 
Monday, August 16, 2021. Larry died at 
home in Huntington, VT of natural causes. 
A celebration of Larry’s life will be held 
at a later date. To view a complete obituary 
and leave on-line condolences for the 
family, please visit giffordfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements are in care of Gifford 
Funeral Home, Richmond, VT.

Sally Ann Bosley, 
74, of Underhill, 
VT passed away on 

Saturday, August 21, 2021 at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center in Burlington, 
VT. A memorial service was held on Friday, 
September 3, 2021 at the United Church of 
Underhill. Inurnment followed in the family 
lot in North Underhill Cemetery, Poker Hill 
Road, Underhill. Please visit awrfh.com to 
view Sally’s full notice and to share your 
memories.

leader has been named Chief of the Year by the VSFA in this 
distinguished award.

Parker Ripely won the VSFA Firefighter of the Year award. 
With his 18 years on the UJFD, Parker contains knowledge 
and experience that is unparalleled on everything fire related, 
including fire tactics, driver training, pumping, operations, 
and fire command. Parker led the committee to plan, purchase, 
and outfit the newest addition to the UJFD fleet, Engine 2, a 
combination tanker/pumper with state of the art technology and 
equipment. He has led the department in many positions as a 
Firefighter, Lieutenant, Captain, and Assistant Chief. Parker’s 
unwavering commitment to calls, training, and his fellow brother 
and sisters in the fire service is matched only by his passion to the 
job. The UJFD is very proud to congratulate Parker Ripley on the 
Fire Fighter of the Year award.

Sam Slayton has won the VSFA Rescue Squad/Ambulance 
Member of the Year. Sam was an integral part of getting the 
UJFD EMS First Response program up and running. Thanks to 
her efforts, the UJFD EMS First Response program received the 
distinguished 2021 EMS Agency of the Year award. With Sam’s 
help, the EMS program is filled with amazing first responders 
who leave the towns of Underhill and Jericho in great hands. 
Sam maintained one of the highest response rates UJFD has ever 
seen and fulfilled a leadership role as EMS Supervisor for many 
months. The UJFD thanks Sam Slayton for her service to the 
towns and is happy to congratulate her on this award.

UJFD members and staff love to serve the Jericho and 
Underhill communities in fire suppression and EMS response. 
We take pride in answering the call and performing above and 
beyond. We know you will join us in honoring these three leaders 
who have earned this special recognition. Thank you.

UJFD awards continued from page 1

A Meadowhawk (genus Sympetrum), a ruby jewel of a 
hunter.                                                  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

mtngazette@gmavt.net 
www.mtngazettevt.com

For information Brenda Boutin 
802-453-6354

The greatest glory in 
living lies not in never 

falling, but in rising every 
time we fall. 

-Nelson Mandela
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Call for applications: 
Artist Development Grants

The Vermont Arts Council is now accepting applications for 
its next round of Artist Development Grants.

Artist Development Grants support artists at all stages of their 
careers. Grants can fund activities that enhance mastery of an 
artist’s craft or skills or that increase the viability of an artist’s 
business. Funding may also support aspects of the creation of 
new work when the activity allows the grantee to accept a rare 
and important opportunity.

Eligible expenses for such activities include, but are not 
limited to: advanced study of technique or practice with a mentor; 
attending a professional conference to build business or artistic 
skills or knowledge; contracting professional services including 
photographic documentation of work, contract preparation 
or business incorporation, creation of accounting systems, 
developing e-commerce on a website, creation of marketing 
materials, etc.; marketing, planning, purchasing some materials, 
or renting studio space (outside of your home) to create new 
exhibitions or performances; or travel within the United States.

Applications are evaluated in two areas: impact and budget. 
Priority is given to first-time grantees and proposals for rare or 
unique opportunities.

Who may apply? Artists who have been residents of Vermont 
for a minimum of one year prior to the application deadline and 
are residents at the time the award is granted, are eighteen years 
of age or older at the time of application, have submitted all 
required reports on any prior Council grants, and who meet all 
of the above requirements and are applying as a representative of 
an artist group.

Who may not apply? Artists whose projects involve activities 
for which college credit is given; artists who have received any 
other Arts Council grant in the same fiscal year to support the 
same project; artists who have received an Artist Development 
Grant between September 2021-June 2022; and nonprofits and 
organizations.

Applicants will now be able to answer narrative questions 
with either written or recorded audio/video formatting options.

Thanks to the generous support of an anonymous donor, we 
are able to increase the maximum grant amount this year to 
$2000. Grant amounts range from $250-$2000. For examples of 
previously funded projects, visit our list of recent grantees.

Application deadlines: September 8, 2021 and February 14, 
2022.

For full details and the online application, visit 
vermontartscouncil.org/artistdevelopment.

Wildlife Coalition offers 
$2500 to student artists
This October, the Highland Center for the Arts in Greensboro 
will be exhibiting artwork by more than a half dozen of North 
America’s most renowned wildlife artists. In conjunction with 
that exhibit, the Vermont Wildlife Coalition Education Fund is 
offering $2500 in prizes to students in grades 7-12 who submit 
their own works of art depicting Vermont Wildlife. First prize is 
$1000; second prize is $750; third prize is $500; and fourth prize 
is $250. Student winners will have their work displayed along 
with the work of the nationally recognized artists.
Participating nationally recognized artists who will be 
exhibiting their work include Jean Louis Courteau (https://
jeanlouiscourteau.blogspot.com/), Cole Johnson (http://www.
colejohnsonart.com/), Rob Mullin (https://robertpaulgalleries.
com/artists/rob-mullen/), Patricia Pepin (https://www.
patriciapepin.com/gallery.html), John Pitcher, Sue Westin 
(https://westinpitcherart.com/johns-archived-works/), John 
Potter (https://www.johnpotterstudio.com/), and Bonnie Rowell 
(https://www.bonniesbotanicalsvt.com/contact).
Many of the works by these renowned artists on display in 
October at the Highland Center will be “plein air” paintings. 
Plein air painting is about leaving the studio and getting outdoors 
to experience the wildlife and landscapes being painted. In this 
case the artists are all engaged in an expedition to sail the length 
of Lake Champlain and to paint scenes of wildlife and wildlife 
habitat on and around the lake, one of Vermont’s most precious 
natural resources. The artists hope to support and to bring greater 
public attention to the importance of this priceless resource and 
the wildlife it supports.
The art produced on the expedition will be sold to help support 
the work of the Vermont Wildlife Coalition’s Education Fund, 
intended to encourage young Vermonters to get outside and to 
enjoy and appreciate the beauty of Vermont’s landscapes, lakes, 
rivers, and streams, and in particular, Vermont’s wildlife and 
wildlife habitat. The hope is that by encouraging students to 
recreate those scenes in works of art, others will likewise be able 
to share and appreciate Vermont’s natural resources.
To help celebrate Vermont wildlife and these works of art, these 
artists will be joined at the Highland Center for the Arts on 
Sunday, October 17 in a concert by some of our country’s greatest 
musicians, including Tish Hinojosa from Austin, TX; Dave 
Mallett, a native New England son and a nationally renowned 
singer/songwriter; as well as Dave’s sons Luke and Will Mallett, 
who have become one of our country’s most popular new indie 
folk/country bands. 
More information about the student art competition can be found 
at https://www.vtwildlifecoalition.org/artcontest.
More information about the October 17th concert can be found 
here: https://www.vtwildlifecoalition.org/concert.

Support film in your community — 
join VTIFF

Become a member of the VT International Film Festival 
(VTIFF) and support in-person screenings at the upcoming 
festival, October 8-17, and year-round. VTIFF relies on 
community support! Enjoy free films, discussions, and more. 
Join by September 1 to win Cabot or Penny Cluse gift cards! 
Learn more at https://vtiff.org/support/membership/. 

BCA Artist Market
More than 25 Vermont artist and specialty product vendors 

show and sell their wares at the outdoor BCA (Burlington City 
Arts) Artist Market every Saturday through September 25, 2:00 
– 7:00 PM.

The Westford Music Series will feature singer-songwriter 
Steve Hartmann on Sunday, September 26, 4:00 – 5:00 PM 
at the Westford Common Hall (White Church), VT Rt. 128 as 
their first concert for the fall 2021 season. His voice has been 
described as “The grey between an acoustic Dave Matthews 
and Damien Rice.” Using various vocal effects and loop pedals, 
his sound can be readily identified by his fan base who have 
experienced his unique voice. One critic best described his 
music when he proclaimed, “You want to dance one minute, 
cry the next, and in between you can’t help but gently sway 
back and forth.” Free will donations. Mask required. For more 
information: 363-0930.                        PHOTO BY STUART BERG

Art note
The Vermont Crafts Council Fall Open Studio Weekend 

will be Saturday-Sunday, October 2-3. Local artists who wish 
to participate are asked to register with the Craft Council at 
vermontcrafts.com and click on Fall Open Studio.

LIBRARY NEWS

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Hours for in-person appointments — call 802-899-4962 to 

schedule: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 7:00 PM; Wednesday 
and Friday, 1:00 – 5:00 PM; Saturday: 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM.

Hours for curbside pickup: Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 7:30 
PM; Wednesday and Friday, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; Saturday: 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM.

School has started and we want to remind everyone that we are 
asking people to limit their time inside to 30 minutes when they 
visit the library, and everyone over 2 must wear a mask. At this 
time, we do not have any public seating available inside, only 
outside. Please keep this in mind when sending your kids to the 
library after school. We would love to have them stop in but for 
no more than 30 minutes. There will be some special activities 
happening this fall after school so watch our website, www.drml.
org, to register for those. 

To register for programs, call 802-899-4962, or email Erik 
(program_assistant@drml.org) for Adult Programs or Abbey 
(youth_librarian@drml.org) for Youth Programs.

Adult Programs — To register, please email Erik (program_
assistant@drml.org)

Mah Jongg: Monday, September 20, 1:00 PM. Please join us 
as we explore the ancient Chinese tile game of winds, dragons, 
and number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card games, you’ll 
love Mah Jongg! We’ll be meeting on the free website MyJongg.
net, with a Zoom call allowing us to chat. All are welcome, no 
experience necessary!

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers: Tuesday, September 14, 7:00 
PM. DRBL is a monthly adult book discussion group. New 
members are always welcome to drop in on any meeting, which 
is always the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. For more 
information on how to join in, contact Christine@cstaffa.com.

Youth Programs
Outdoor Story Time (preschool): Tuesdays, 10:30 AM on the 

back lawn of the library. Weather dependent.
Music and Stories with Beth and David London (preschool): 

Friday mornings at 11:00 AM. Join Beth and David on the lawn 
behind the library for music and stories! Weather dependent.

Story Walk (all ages) Starting at the end of the sidewalk on the 
right side of the building and wrapping around the edge of the 
field. Look for a new story almost every month, or reread great 
stories on each visit.

Drawing and Animation Club: Thursdays, September 16 and 
30, 3:00 – 4:30 PM (tween/teen). After the awesome animation 
camp we had this summer, we’ve decided to keep it going. All 
interested animators will meet in person at DRML to watch, 
create, and share awesome animations. We will meet in person 
in the library program room. Everyone must wear a mask. Call 
899-4962 to sign up. If you would prefer to participate via Zoom, 
please email or call Abbey.

Fairy Tail Festival: Saturday, September 18, 10:00 AM – 
12:00 PM (all ages). Searching for the dragon egg to win the 
dragon puppet. Fairy tail story time at 10:30 AM!

Nintendo Switch Games: Friday, September 24, 3:00 – 5:00 
PM (ages 10+). Sign up with your friends and get some time to 
play Mario Kart, Smash Bros, or Just Dance! This program will 
meet in person in the library program room. Everyone must wear 
a mask. Call 899-4962 to sign up.

Book Hacking: Tuesday, September 28, 5:00 – 6:00 PM (ages 
12+). Add some flair to your favorite book by learning how to 
paint and stencil the page edges to create a one-of-a-kind book for 
your personal library. Bring your own favorite book, or let Abbey 
know and she will find a book for you to hack. This program will 
meet in person in the library program room. Everyone must wear 
a mask. Call 899-4962 to sign up.

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
Jericho Town Library is fully open, no appointment needed. 

10:00 AM – 7:00 PM Tuesday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Wednesday 
to Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday: note the special 
evening hours on Tuesdays! Masks required indoors for 
unvaccinated folks (including children 2-12); optional otherwise.

Since we are now fully reopened, we have suspended curbside 
service. We’re excited to see everyone in-person again!

Library hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website 
and the notice boards outside of the library for updates and 
more information on programs and library services: www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org or 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
The Varnum Memorial Library is open for curbside pickup 

and in-person browsing. Please continue to wear a mask. Our 
hours are: Tuesdays 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM; Wednesdays 9:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM; Thursdays 11:30 AM – 6:00 PM; Fridays 10:00 AM 
– 6:00 PM; and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM.

Please review our website for all events: http://www.
varnumlibrary.org/.

September marks the start of our new programs for seniors at 
the Varnum! Join us for the following events, hosted Tuesdays 
from 1:00 – 2:00 PM at the Varnum. Please contact Lesley Nase, 
lnasemoonspinner@gmail.com, to let us know if you plan to 
attend any of our new programs, or if you have any questions.

Vermont Writers and Poets Discussion for Seniors, Tuesday, 
September 21, 1:00 – 2:00 PM. This week we’re taking a look at 
the authors who lived and wrote in Vermont. Who have you read 
and who would you like to read?

Puzzle Me This! Tuesday, September 28, 1:00 – 2:00 PM. 
Rewire and fire new brain connections for any age with different 
puzzle activities at the Varnum.

Stay tuned for more fall programming.
Volunteer opportunities include checking out books at the 

library, helping to shelve books, assisting with Grab-and-Go 
bags for kids and adults, and more! If you are interested in any 
of these opportunities, sign up online at https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ2QHwopFCAflmipXIFSvOIRX9MJJgbu
FYHVWdZLIta1LZJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link.

Please let us know how we can assist you by emailing us at 
varnumrequests@gmail.com or calling us at 644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198, 194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
The library is back to its normal hours of operation (meaning 

come in and browse the shelves, use the computer, grab a DVD, 
etc.): Wednesdays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 AM – 7:00 
PM, Fridays 1:00 – 7:00 PM, and Saturday 10:00 AM – 2:00 

PM, no appointments needed. Patrons of all ages are welcome, 
children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. If you feel 
you need curbside service, for whatever reason, please email 
Bree at the library and we can work something out. We want 
nothing to impede you from using the library.

Masks are no longer required for fully vaccinated individuals. 
You are welcome to continue wearing a mask as a personal 
choice. We are continuing to require masks for all unvaccinated 
or not fully vaccinated visitors while you are indoors. This 
includes children aged 2-11, who cannot be vaccinated at this 
time. Infants and toddlers aged 2 and younger are not required 
to wear a mask. Masks are not required at any of our outside 
programs.

Wednesday, September 15: Adult Book Group, 7:00 PM, 
discussing The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett, a novel about 
twin sisters, inseparable as children, who ultimately choose to 
live in two very different worlds, one black and one white.

Saturday, September 18: The Great Vermont Dragon Egg Hunt! 
Dragon Storytime and Dragon Egg Hunt on the Common starting 
at 10:30 AM. Part of the VT FairyTale Festival sponsored by the 
Sherburne Library in Killington. A dragon-themed storytime and 
then hunt on the Common for the dragon’s egg! Whoever finds 
the egg will win a Folkmannis Dragon Puppet, and the egg will 
be raffled off. Fairytale dress of all kinds is encouraged.

Wednesday, September 22: Aspen Discovery. New card 
catalog focus group, 7:00 PM. Have you seen our new online 
catalog? It’s pretty amazing! Want to learn more about it and help 
shape its future? What would you like to see when you search? 
We really want your input! Serious catalog users and novices 
are welcome. Exciting things are happening to our online card 
catalog! It is available online at https://westford.kohavt.org/. 
We are moving to a more visual format similar to a Netflix-like 
menu. Nothing changes for you — same link on our homepage, 
same login and password (if you don’t know those, contact the 
library).

Sunday, September 26-Saturday, October 2: Banned Books 
Week. “Books Unite Us, Censorship Divides Us” highlighting 
the benefits of free and open access to materials and drawing 
attention to the harm of censorship by spotlighting actual or 
attempted banning of books from across the country.

Storytime: Thursdays at 11:30 AM on the Common (cancelled 
if the weather is bad). Every week we will read stories, and sing 
and move, too! Take-home crafts available. Bring your lunch, a 
blanket, and be ready for fun! September 16: Apples. September 
23: Bees and Honey. September 30: Fall.

Fiber Arts Group meets every Thursday, 6:30 PM, in person, 
at the library.

Story Walk on the school trails — Enjoy Minerva Louise at 
School throughout September.

Poetry Walk — Enjoy animal-themed poetry posted along the 
Schultz Trail, located at the end of Old #11 Road and Machia 
Hill Rd.

Calling all parents/caregivers: Prompted by the change 
in the local preschool schedule, as well as our (coming soon) 
expanding hours, we would appreciate your feedback on 
storytime: day/time, what works for you, songs/movement, 

Library news continued on page 10
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Hiring Now!
Immediate openings.  

Full-time and part-time
Days, early evening, & weekend

Manufacturing
Call Center
Warehouse

Apply in person
210 East Main Street, Richmond, VT

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Library news continued from page 9

egg, and claim the dragon as the prize! Since the Vermont Fairy 
Tale Festival has been postponed to 2022, libraries across the 
state are hosting egg hunts in their communities. Starting at 9:00 
AM we will be posting clues to our website and our Facebook 
page every 15 minutes! So keep an eye on our page to keep up to 
date with the clues. When you find the egg, bring it to us at the 
library and claim it, as well as a beautiful dragon puppet, as your 
prize! There is only one egg and one dragon, so the fastest to find 
it will receive the prize!

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar. 75 Hunt Street, Fairfax; 802-849-
2420.

RICHMOND LIBRARY
Mask up, please! Everyone entering the Library is required 

to wear a face mask regardless of vaccination status. As a 
community library we value the privacy and safety of all our 
patrons.

New hours: the Library’s hours have changed as follows: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM; 
Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM; and Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 
PM. Our webpage, Facebook and email reflect this information 
and we will be changing physical signage soon.

Book discussions: Both the (Mostly) Fiction and Mystery 
Book Groups continue to run, and are meeting in person (subject 
to change if conditions warrant). The fiction group is discussing 
The Travelling Cat Chronicles by Akiro Arikawa on Tuesday, 
September 14 at 6:00 PM.

Discover Between the Covers resumes Wednesday, September 
15 at 1:30 PM via Zoom. Stacey Symanowicz (Huntington 
Public Library) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond Free Library) 
will share new titles and hidden gems from their respective 
collections. The Zoom link is published at richmondfreelibraryvt.
org under Book Chats.

The Friends of the Richmond Free Library are having a book 
sale! The Friends were unable to hold a book sale in February 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A sale has been scheduled for 
Friday, October 22, 5:30 – 8:30 PM and Saturday, 9:00 AM – 3:00 
PM. The Library is accepting donations of gently used and clean 
items. Bring donations to the main circulation desk for review. 
Please, no textbooks, encyclopedias, magazines, dictionaries, 
condensed books, or out-of-date materials. Volunteers are 
needed; please let us know if you’d like to help with the sale.

Fall Youth Programs, with ongoing COVID precautions 
in place as needed. Program details are below. Weekly youth 
programs at the Library run September-May and follow the 
MMUUSD school district schedule for vacation days and 
weather closure days.

Baby Laptime: This short, active storytime is for our youngest 
little book lovers and their grown ups. We’ll look at picture 
books, sing simple songs, do some rhyming and bouncing and 
sometimes get out the shakers and scarves. Designed for infants 
and early toddlers. Starting on September 13, join us on Mondays 
at 10:30 AM.

Storytime and Playgroup: The good times kick off with stories, 
songs, and shakers; then, the toys and art supplies come out for 
free play and crafts. Co-sponsored by the Lund Center. Kids 
from infant-5 and their grown ups are invited to join us in the 
community room on Wednesdays from 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.

Contact us at 434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or rfl@
gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 878-6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.

ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
Our online resources and services are always open. All 

you need is your library card. Don’t have a library card? 
Request a virtual library e-card today to access our ebook 
and audiobook collections. (https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScH6EFIcpRRmOhjQ_O1GTNOzZ1_
eJS3WJtR4BQe1aT6mYMT0A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1)

Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. 802-879-
0313; essexfreelibrary.com

crafts, indoors, etc. Please fill out this short survey: https://forms.
gle/KRVuS7QMJiamE4Gb9.

Check out the latest episode of Bree on Books and learn about 
some of the newest adult offerings at the Westford Public Library 
— Fiction: https://youtu.be/8MZ5e8CPY1w; Non-Fiction: 
https://youtu.be/_OuQactm1yE.

Stretch your legs and enjoy Westford’s hiking trails! There is 
a Poetry Walk on the Schultz Trail, filled with animal poems to 
ponder. There is a Story Walk with Minerva Louise at School 
on the school trails; see the kiosk for the exact trail. And look 
for details to come about Westford Trail Passports, from the 
Westford Conservation Commission and the Library.

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month (October 6), 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on 
the third Saturday, 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased openings, 
they need more inventory! The Westford Public Library has food 
collection bins at all curbside pickups from now on. These bins 
are for non-perishable food and household items.

Find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
westfordpubliclibrary) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
WestfordVT_pl). Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://
westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
The Fairfax Community Library is getting ready for fall! The 

library is looking more like usual with seating areas, new books, 
and book displays. We are moving forward with our programming 
as well while following safety guidelines and library protocols. 

The library is open to public patrons after 3:00 PM on 
weekdays through Friday, September 10, in a coordinated effort 
with the BFA-Fairfax School to keep our community safe. 
The library hours will be Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
3:00 – 5:30 PM; Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:00 – 7:00 PM; and 
Saturdays 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM. 

We are asking everyone to please wear a face mask in the 
library. To help meet the needs of all library users, Curbside 
Pickup Services will be provided on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM upon request.

Please contact the library if you have any questions or to 
register for a program. 

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required. 
Please sign up at least one week before the program date! Call 
849-2420 or email libraryfairfax@gmail.com.

Youth Events
Wednesday, September 15, 12:30 PM: Personalized Pencils. 

Create a pencil uniquely your own! Ages 8+ Please email 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 849-2420 to register!

Wednesday, September 22, 3:00 PM: DIY Stress Balls. The 
start of a new school year is exciting, but it can be stressful too! 
Come learn to make squishy, colorful stress balls. Ages 8+ Please 
email libraryfairfax@gmail.com or call 849-2420 to register!

Wednesdays, September 15, 22, and 29, 10:30 – 11:15 AM: 
Preschool Story Time. Join us for stories and songs! We will 
meet outside on the middle school lawn. Please bring a blanket 
or something to sit on, and don’t forget to wear your masks and 
keep social distancing guidelines in mind! Children’s books will 
be available to check out as well. Before you leave, pick up an 
activity to make at home!

Wednesday, September 29, 12:30 PM: Bridge Building. A 
challenge to build the strongest bridge you can out of basic craft 

materials! Ages 8+ Please 
email libraryfairfax@
gmail.com or call 849-2420 
to register!

Adult Events
Tuesday, September 28, 

4:30 PM: Papermaking. 
Learn how to make beautiful 
custom handmade paper 
out of scraps! Materials 
provided. Please email 
libraryfairfax@gmail.com 
or call 849-2420 to register!

Thursday, September 
30, 6:30 – 8:00 PM: 
Library Book Club. 
Questions? Send an email 
to fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.
com. All are welcome. 
Book: TBA 

Family Events
Saturday, September 

18 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM: 
Dragon Egg Hunt. Follow 
our clues, find the dragon’s 

grieve — for the decreasing species that you observe.
My intent this summer was to capture images of as many insect species as I could on our one-

acre yard here in Jericho, VT. Over the last few years, we have planted many Vermont native 
shrubs and trees that support caterpillars, beneficial insects, birds, and other species. My theory 
is, the diversity if not the quantity of beneficial insects in the yard will increase as the native 
plants become established and provide food, and host plant sites.

What I have observed is well beyond just some species. I have discovered an art gallery of 
colors, patterns, shapes, as well as a kaleidoscope of behaviors that have entertained me, opened 
my imagination, and often left me awestruck. Before this closer look, I had little idea of what life 
that we share this land with, looks like.

Never look a 
dragonfly in 
the eye
By Bernie Paquette
https:// jerichovermont.
blogspot .com/2020/09/
never-look-dragonfly-in-
eye.html

What the eye does not 
see, the heart does not 
grieve over. Beware my 
advice to explore your 
backyard. Be forewarned 
— close observations 
may astonish you, make 
you laugh, make you 
cringe, maybe even make 
you a voyeur of insects. 
Observations of wildlife in 
your backyard may swell 
your heart with joy, and at 
times cause your heart to 

Dragonfly continued on page 11

The Northern Mockingbird is one of North America’s most 
beloved mimics. The skilled singer has also become inextricable 
from American popular culture, providing inspiration for the 
fictional “Mockingjay” of the Hunger Games franchise to 
being a central theme in the iconic novel To Kill a Mockingbird. 
John James Audubon was a fan of the mocker as well. For 
some facts you might not have known about this American 
classic, go online to https://www.audubon.org/news/10-fun-
facts-about-northern-mockingbird? and learn that there’s 
more to this flying copycat than meets the eye… or ear. 
PHOTO BY SUSAN MURRAY

AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS
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SPORTS

Apple Trees for Everyone — Thursday, September 30, 
1:00 PM at Faith United Methodist Church, 899 Dorset 
St., S. Burlington. The Burlington Garden Club invites the 
community to this program presented by Matt Kaminsky 
(pictured), a farmer, arborist, cider maker, and writer based 
in Hadley, MA at Preservation Orchard where he works for 
grower-producer Carr’s Ciderhouse. Matt’s specialties include 
wild apple trees, revitalizing old and abandoned orchards, 
and grafting. He has self-published two books on apples. His 
moniker Gnarly Pippins is also the name of his website, where 
you can find more writings on his projects and source cuttings 
from the small but growing pommage he has introduced from 
wild apples in his region.                           PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Registration open for MMYBL: 
Mini-Metro Basketball

Mount Mansfield Youth Basketball League (MMYBL) has 
opened registration for the 2021-22 Mini Metro Basketball 
League. Mini-Metro is a competitive basketball league with an 
emphasis on player development and sportsmanship. Teams are 
organized by area high school districts: CVU, Burlington, S. 
Burlington, Essex, St. Albans, Colchester, Spaulding, and several 
more.

There are four divisions: Grade 7-8 Girls, Grade 7-8 Boys, 
Grade 5-6 Girls, Grade 5-6 Boys. Within each division, teams 
are entered as A- or B-level teams to schedule the best matchups. 
Mini-Metro players who participate fully in all practices and 
games will see incredible growth in their skills and knowledge 
of the game and will be well on their way to playing competitive 
basketball at the AAU and high school levels.

The 2021-22 season runs from October-February with home 
games at Mount Mansfield Union High School (MMU) and away 
games at Essex HS, Spaulding HS, or other locations. There are 
two 90-minute practices per week (Monday-Friday), and games 
are on Sundays scheduled between 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. The cost 
is $130 per player, which includes reversible jerseys.

Registration for Mini-Metro is a two-step process on our new 
site. You will register for Mini-Metro tryouts, which are free, and 
then if your player is selected for a team, you will pay the season 
sign-up fee of $130 for the 2021-22 season.

We have two tryout dates scheduled this year:
• Saturday, September 18, 12:00 – 6:00 PM at MMU: Girls 5-6 

12:00 – 1:30 PM, Girls 7-8 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Boys 5-6 3:00 – 4:30 
PM, and Boys 7-8 4:30 – 6:00 PM.

• Saturday, September 25, 12:00 – 6:00 PM at MMU: Girls 5-6 
12:00 – 1:30 PM, Girls 7-8 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Boys 5-6 3:00 – 4:30 
PM, and Boys 7-8 4:30 – 6:00 PM.

Players must attend one of the two tryout dates to be considered 
for Mini-Metro; if you can only attend one, it is recommended 
that you attend the tryouts on September 25 as this is the last 
session before rosters are set.

For more information, please get in touch with Brian Huyler, 
bhuyler@gmail.com.

Bikes for Friends 
has bikes to rehab and give away

Once again, this generous community has stepped up and 
donated numerous for the Bike for Friends program. We thank 
one and all!

So now Bootleggers Bikes has numerous bikes to rehab and 
give a way through the Bikes for Friends program! The inventory 
includes bikes for teens and adults. In fact, Bootleggers has run 
out of storage for the BFF Bikes!

So let’s get some rehabbed bikes out to those in need and help 
Matt get some storage space back too!

How does Bike for Friends work? At no cost to the recipient, 
the Bikes for Friends program will provide rehabbed bikes so 
that all may discover a biking adventure and joy on roads and 
trails. The recipient will also receive a brand new helmet!

Anyone interested in getting a BFF bike should contact Matt 
Niklaus, matt@bootleggerbikes.com, or Sam Lotto of Cambridge 
Area Rotary, swlvt57@gmail.com. They will send a one-page 
application to fill out. Once it is returned, the Bootleggers Bikes 
crew will rehab the bike for the rider.

Human Service Agencies, Town Rec Departments, School 
Staff, and alike are encouraged to reach out to Matt or Sam on 
behalf of those who would benefit from receiving a bike.

Attention hockey fans, families!
Are you a hockey family? Is your second home Cairns Arena? 

If so, then consider becoming a host family to a member of the 
Rice Memorial High School Prep Hockey program.

Players come from all over the world with the goal of playing 
hockey at the next level. They travel around New England and 
Canada, playing in 44 games/season. They are driven and held to 
high standards on the ice and in the classroom.

Host families are responsible for providing transportation to 
and from school, three meals a day, a bed and study space, and 
internet access. To help offset expenses, host families receive a 
stipend of $600/month per student.

Contact Coach Dennis Vickers, vickers@rmhsvt.org or 802-
862-6521 ext. 219 for more information.

Hunting information 
from VT Fish & Wildlife

VT Hunter Education Courses — Vermont’s hunter education 
instructors are now holding a limited number of courses 
throughout the state. The courses will be listed as they become 
available on Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s website http://www.
vtfishandwildlife.com; click on Hunt and then Hunter Education 
and Find the Right Class for You. To register for a course, go 
online to https://www.register-ed.com/programs/vermont. 
Courses are available in basic hunter education, bowhunter 
education, trapper education, and combination hunter-bowhunter 
education. We expect more classes to be posted throughout 
September, so check the website frequently.

Bear hunting September-November — Vermont has two bear 
hunting seasons. The early season, which requires a special bear 
tag, started September 1, and continues through November 12; 
nonresident hunters using dogs cannot start until September 15. 
The late bear season runs November 13-21. A hunter may only 
take one bear during the year. Director of Wildlife Mark Scott 
says Vermont’s regulated legal bear hunting seasons help manage 
the state’s population. Under management over the past 50 years, 
the number of bears in Vermont has grown from 1500 to almost 
5000, now found statewide except in Grand Isle County. Scott 
recommends that hunters refrain from shooting a bear with cubs 
as well as bears observed in groups as they are usually made up 
of sows with cubs. For more information, go online to https://
vtfishandwildlife.com/newsroom/vermont-bear-hunting-starts-
in-september-1.

Vermont’s resident Canada goose season, through September 
25 — This season helps control Vermont’s resident Canada goose 
population prior to the arrival of Canada geese migrating south 
from Canada, according to VT Fish and Wildlife. The season 
will be open statewide with a daily bag limit of five Canada 
geese in the Connecticut River Zone and eight in the rest of 
Vermont. A second Canada goose hunting season for resident 
and migrant birds will be held October 13-November 11 with a 
daily bag limit of one Canada goose in the Lake Champlain Zone 
and Interior Vermont Zone. In the Connecticut River Zone, the 
second Canada goose season will be October 5-November 7, and 
November 24-December 19 with a daily bag limit of two Canada 
geese. A hunting license is required, and a waterfowl hunter 16 
or older must carry current federal and Vermont duck stamps. 
Federal stamps are sold at post offices, federal refuges and on 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service website https://www.fws.
gov/birds/get-involved/duck-stamp.php. For more information, 
go online to https://vtfishandwildlife.com/newsroom/vermont’s-
resident-canada-goose-season-sept-1-25-2.

Archery deer season starts October 1 — Hunters are looking 
forward to Vermont’s October 1-November 12 and November 
29-December 15 archery deer hunting seasons. For more 
information and a summary of regulations, download the 2021 
Deer Seasons Guide from Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s website 
(https://vtfishandwildlife.com/hunt/hunting-and-trapping-
opportunities/white-tailed-deer), or pick up a free copy of the 
2021 Hunting & Trapping Guide from any license agent.My concern for pollinators is not new. Now my interest 

is expanded to all beneficial insects; most insects indeed are 
beneficial to us. However, to say I might relate to an insect or feel 
for one like I might a pet dog or cat might sound like a stretch. 
Until I looked a dragonfly in the eye.

This twelve-spotted skimmer’s compound eyes make it 
look as though it is wearing a monocle. The complexity of this 
order of insects called Odonata (dragonflies and damselflies) is 
impressive. And unlike many other insect groups, the Odanata 
have changed little in body design since ancient times. The 
Odonata vary in coloration and many have brilliant patterns.* 
They are voracious predators. I have watched individuals catch 
prey, and munch away as unedible parts drift off in the breeze. I 
swear I could just about hear the munching and chewing. 

*Field Guide to The Dragonflies and Damselflies, Jones, 
Kingsley, Burke, and Holder.

Dragonfly continued from page 10

Autumn Meadowhawk (Sympetrum vicinum) on goldenrod, a 
very attractive plant for many pollinators. 
                                                                  PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

Want to help birds this autumn? Try doing as little as possible! 
To turn your yard into a place where birds can safely shelter 
in all winter, all it takes is a laid-back approach — and not 
minding a bit of a mess. Birds and bugs thrive in less manicured 
landscapes, and by not doing the usual fall cleanup you can 
create a haven for winter birds. For more information, go 
online to https://www.audubon.org/news/to-help-birds-winter-
go-easy-fall-yard-work.          PHOTO BY LAURA FRAZIER
                                         AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS
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Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship are held at 9:30 AM on the second and fourth Sundays 
of each month, September-June (September 26). Services are led 
by members of the fellowship and by invited guest speakers, 
including visiting UU ministers and leaders of other faiths. Each 
service explores a different topic. September 26: Sages, Saints, 
and Scoundrels with Rev. Kimberley Debus. It’s easy to put our 
Unitarian and Universalist forebears on pedestals, but how noble 
were they really? How do we simultaneously celebrate their 
wisdom, good works, and faults... and our own? Rev. Kimberley 
Debus is a community minister newly based in Takoma Park, 
MD, inspiring an artful and art-filled faith. Worship, reflect, and 
sustain one another, within an inclusive spiritual community, 
built on values of honoring and affirming the worth of every 
person, striving for justice, participating in the world community, 
and respecting the natural web of existence. Please contact 
president@mmuuf.org or 899-2558 for how to join. Located at 
195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.
uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church
Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 

Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals are 
all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, you are 
welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not at all. All 
are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There will be music, 
prayer and message from our pastor, Rev. Taeseob Cho. Please 
contact Rev. Cho at the church phone number, 802-899-4288, 
or his email, umccho@gmail.com. Located next to the Jericho 
Town Hall on VT Rt. 15.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship together 
every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is traditional 
but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much more. For 
instructions on joining worship from home, please see https://
unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-home/. We 
provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, and service, 
but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and contemplate 
your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s office (with 
voicemail) 899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday and Wednesday 
11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 899-4583.

Online church services in 
Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called to 
join us for our online church services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to 
watch can do so via our Facebook pages. So, as we like to say at 
the church: know that no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s journey, you are welcome at our church; or in this case, our 
web-space! https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch or 
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Jericho Congregational Church 
is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are 
not alone, and we are here to help.

All are welcome at Good 
Shepherd, Jericho

You are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Church on 
VT Rt. 15, Jericho at 9:00 AM every Sunday. There are varied 
musical styles in worship services, including folk, contemporary, 
Celtic, Latin American, and traditional. The building is accessible 
— all are welcome! In addition, Centering Prayer Meditation 
Practice is offered on Fridays at 8:00 AM; access information 
and more about the church is at http://goodshepherdjericho.org/. 
We are an open-minded Christian community with a focus on 
social justice issues, where people from different faith traditions, 
along with those who aren’t sure where they belong or what they 
believe, seek the support of a spiritual home. We welcome you 
in the name and love of Christ. Contact Pastor Arnold Isidore 
Thomas for more information, 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church
Calvary Episcopal Church now worships in person at the 

church on Sundays at 9:30 AM. Calvary Episcopal Church is 
a welcoming, caring, Christian community called to live the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow our spiritual gifts, and serve our 
neighbors. Calvary is located at 370 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. All are 
warmly welcome!

Don’t judge each day by the harvest 
you reap but by the seeds that you 
plant. -Robert Louis Stevenson

WORSHIP SERVICES


