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Move over Napa 
Valley: Stephen 
Wilson brings 
vineyards to VT

By Phyl Newbeck
Special to the Mountain Gazette

Like many Vermonters, Stephen Wilson of Underhill was 
laid off when the pandemic hit last year. For Wilson, however, 
that misfortune propelled him on the road to a new career. “We 
were in somewhat of a lockdown,” he said, “so I began to tend 
to my vineyard and I found that investing in my outdoor space 
was therapeutic.” Wilson noted that there are already a number 
of high quality wine producers in the state and he decided to start 
a business to help get others up and running.

One year later Wilson’s new venture, Vermont Vineyards, has 
built organic, backyard vineyards for several residential clients 
in Chittenden County and the surrounding areas. “So far, all my 
clients have been hobbyists,” Wilson said. “They are all working 
on a small, local scale at home but that doesn’t mean they can’t 
grow into a small business or commercial winery.”

Wilson has worked in the wine industry for many years, 
including stints at vineyards in Oregon and Italy. More recently, 
he was a wine taster and buyer for restaurants. “I wanted to take 
something from all those experiences and apply them to the 
community I live in now,” he said, “and this seemed like the best 
way to do it.”

Wilson said interest in wine and wine making has grown in 
Vermont. “There were a few local pioneers like Boyden,” he said. 
“It’s a misconception that grapes don’t grow well in Vermont; 
you just have to grow the right kind of grape.” Wilson described 
the Marquette grape as one of the most popular in the state. “It 
makes a nice medium-bodied dry wine,” he said, “and a lot of 
local wineries are having success with it.” Other popular grapes 
are Frontenac and La Crescent, which is a white wine grape. 
“There are a whole bunch of others,” he said, “that grow natively 
and in other cold parts of the U.S. and into Canada.”

Wilson has had a number of people contact him to say they 
think it would be fun to grow grapes and make wine but they 
aren’t sure they have the time. That led him to come up with the 
idea of a community vineyard, an idea he floated on Underhill’s 
Front Porch Forum. “In a community vineyard, people would 
contribute any way they could,” he said. “Wine and gardening 

Underhill Central School students and staff worked together to 
create positive signs for the community. Please check them out 
on Pleasant Valley Road when you drive past UCS. 
                                                                PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

bring people together and in this time when we have been forced 
apart, we need this more than ever.”

The community vineyard is still in the planning stages but 
Wilson is gratified by the number of people who have reached 
out. “We’ve had a really positive outreach from people,” he 
said. “A lot of people have no wine or vineyard experience 
but are excited about the chance to learn a new skill with their 
neighbors.” Some of those who responded want to help with 
funding, while others are more interested in the manual labor. 
“It’s a mixed bag of experts and non-experts,” Wilson said. “We 
appreciate them all.”

Wilson is hoping there might be some public land in Underhill 
available for the vineyard but that may not be possible. “Once 
we figure out whether it’s on private or public land we can take 
the next step,” he said. “Once we have the land we can turn to 
community funding.” Wilson noted that the best growing site 
might not be the most appropriate since the community aspect of 
the project is more important. “It would work best if we have a 
parking area,” he said, “and ideally we’ll have land with a water 
source like a stream or river, good sun exposure, and a gentle 
slope which allows the coolest air to settle at the bottom of the 
hill.”

Wilson is hopeful the community vineyard project will take 
off so he can spread the joy he gets from the work he does. “My 
business is a passion project for me,” he said. “I love it because it’s 
100% Vermont clients working with Vermont partners every step 
of the way. We source all our materials via local establishments 
and use local products, and there is a good chance that our work 
will result in more sustainable small businesses.”

By Courtney Smith | Community News Service
At a five-year-old’s birthday party, a father is toiling away 

trying to construct a carousel cake. The candy-covered cake’s 
top layer, made to look like a carousel pavilion, is supported 
by rainbow colored candy canes per the birthday girl’s request. 
Unbeknownst to the careful chef, the rainbow canes are hollow 
inside. When he goes to position the top layer, the cake collapses. 
Candy flies everywhere, and after it, a dozen children.

The memory of the cake catastrophe is a story of silver linings. 
After all, the kids got the sugar high. It belongs to Marijke 
Shelmandine, who as an adult remains good at finding the 
positives.

Her late father, Arthur, was the chef behind the failed cake 
masterpiece and the creative mastermind behind his Jericho-
based sauce business, It’s Arthur’s Fault. After his unexpected 
passing in 2018, Marijke assumed ownership. From there, she 
says it was a constant pivot. Her mother, who had done the 
accounting and analytics for the business while working full-
time, stepped back from the business. Making the sauce – from 
ingredients to jar to market – and marketing fell to Marijke, who 
has a strong support system.

But when the COVID-19 pandemic erupted last March and 
forced the rest of the world to pivot, Shelmandine had to decide 
how to move forward with Lady Boss Sauce, LLC, her umbrella 
business under which the beloved It’s Arthur’s Fault brand falls. 
The new name came from her husband, a testament to her ability 
to do it all.

Right now, doing it all means a temporary hiatus from sauce-
making. Lady Boss Sauce, LLC will resume operation at some 

point, but the details are still to be determined. Having been in 
that pivot position since her father’s passing, she no longer wants 
to be pivoting. It’s understandable why.

Six weeks after the pandemic hit, Marijke was in the hospital 

Continuing a legacy with Lady Boss Sauce, LLC

Bolton’s Green Up Day bags 
By Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer

Green Up Day bags have arrived and are available at the 
Bolton Town Office, 24/7, in a plastic bin by the front door. Take 
what you need, need what you take!

Filled Green Up Day bags can be brought to the Highway 
Garage on Green up Day, Saturday, May 1, or left beside Town 
Roads/Highways for pickup by our Highway Department on 
Monday, May 3.

Thanks in advance for helping to Green Up our town!

Westford’s Green Up Day bags
Green Up Day is Saturday, May 1! The Westford Town Office 

will have Green Up bags available. You can find them in a clear 
bin on the front porch. Please take only what you think you’ll 
need, our supplies are limited!

You can find more information about Green Up Day online at 
https://greenupvermont.org/.

Thank you for helping keep our community green!

Interest survey – Bolton 
Community Spring Plant Sale

The Smilie Community Association annually hosts a plant 
sale offering affordable vegetable, flower, and herb starts to 
community while benefiting the Bolton school.

This year, we are looking to host a plant sale at Smilie School 
in late May, selling vegetable seedlings and perennials donated 
by community members (rather than growing all the starts at 
Smilie as we have done in the past). We have an abundance 
of gardeners in our community – and many of us have extra 
seedlings or perennial plants that we are looking to offload every 
spring!

Before we jump into planning this, we’d love your input. 
Please consider taking two minutes to fill out our survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X2SQKZ3.

If you have additional questions, please contact Sarah 
Courtemanche (Sarah.k.courtemanche@gmail.com) or Lexie 
Haselton (Lexie.haselton@gmail.com).

Voting in the Town of Cambridge – 
Special Town Meeting

By Mark Schilling, Cambridge Town Clerk
YOU MUST REQUEST A BALLOT FOR EARLY VOTING 

– PLEASE READ
All voting in the Town of CAMBRIDGE for the Special Town 

Meeting on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 will be held via Australian 
(written) Ballot. No floor meetings or floor votes will be held. 
Voting-By-Mail is strongly encouraged for this election. Ballots 
will NOT automatically be sent to voters – you must request a 

NEWS BRIEFS
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Opening May 1 

We are proud to announce 
PRE-COVID PRICING
on almost all of our wide varities of

• Beautiful Hanging Baskets
• Stunning Potted Plants,

• New Varities of Perennials
 and Annuals

• Organic Vegetables & Herbs
We are fully stock and ready to serve you.

We provide quality service, 
excellent value and friendly staffing.

9 AM - 6 PM

9 AM - 5 PM

(802) 343-8073

9 AM - 5 PM
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COMING EVENTS

10 Lincoln Street • Essex Junction • 878-8113
www.maplehurstflorist.com • Local & Nationwide Delivery

Sunday, May 9, 2021

Our A.W. Rich Funeral Home Family
~Serving Families for Over 100 Years~

Now Serving “All” of Your Family Members

1176 Main Street
Fairfax, VT 05454

57 Main Street
Essex Junction, VT 05452

www.awrfh.com

www.islandmemorials.com

Premium Compassionate Care for your pets, because “Loyalty Deserves Dignity”

A.W. Rich Funeral Home is the first choice for
hundreds of area families each year.

Island Memorial Pet Service

Service Charge: $1,065.00
Crematory Charge $390.00
Medical Examiner Permit $25.00
Certified Death Certificate $10.00
Transit Permit $5.00

Total Direct Cremation Charges: $1,495.00
Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2020.

Direct Cremation Services

Compare our prices and save

802-878-2220

802-316-2284

The Island Memorial Difference:
• Pet Funerals
• Cremation Services
• Your Pet is Always in Our Care
• Dignified Pet Transportation
FromYour Home or Vet

• Immediate &Witness
Cremation Available

• Full Line of Pet Loss Products

Our Staff is here for you 24/7

We are proud to embrace traditional values, diversity
and innovation in honoring the spirit and life of each
person we serve. We offer a full selection of:

• Funeral and memorial services, ranging from
traditional to uniquely innovative and personal

• Burial services and cremation options
• Celebrant Services

A.W. Rich Funeral Home offers complete care, so you
can focus on comforting each other as you prepare to
say goodbye to someone dear to you.

A.W. Rich Funeral Home
802-879-4611 802-849-6261

www.dcsvt.com

Also included at no extra charge is a cremation container, our signature high 
quality “Going Home” urn, newspaper obituary notice assistance and life 

tribute placement on our website. Price effective January 1, 2021.

ballot, or vote in person.
Early voting ballots can be requested by contacting the Town 

Clerk’s Office, 802-644-2251, clerk@CambridgeVT.org, or by 
visiting the My Voter Page at www.mvp.vermont.gov.

Ballots can be returned to our drop box at the top of the stairs 
at the Town Office building, by mail, or at the polling place on 
Election Day. Of course, polls will be open on Tuesday, May 
11, 2021 from 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the Cambridge School 
Gymnasium for in-person voting.

For more information on Special Town Meeting on Tuesday, 
May 11, 2021, please go online to www.cambridgevt.org/special.

Westford Common Hall is 
in need of community members

The Westford Common Hall is in the early stages of planning 
a Capital Campaign and we are looking for people in the 
community to join. We are raising funds to improve the building 
so we may utilize it as a community center for all to enjoy. If you 
support our mission and want to give back to the community, 
now is the time to be a part of our Capital Campaign team.

Contact eliza@westfordcommonhall.org for more details, and 
check out our website at https://westfordcommonhall.org.

Oops, forgot to license your dog!
By Nanette Rogers, Westford Town Clerk

Dog licenses were due April 1. No worries. Although the 
deadline has passed, you are still able to license your beloved 
pet without a late fee. A current rabies certificate is required. If 
you are unsure if the current certificate is on file, please call or 
email the Town Office. If you no longer have your dog, please 
let us know!

Due to COVID-19, the Town Office is closed to walk-in 
service. You may come to the office but will need to knock on 
the door to be let in (appointments are preferred). If we are 
currently helping someone, you will need to wait until that person 
leaves (unfortunately the counter area does not accommodate 6’ 
distancing).

As an alternative, you may mail or drop off (slot located to the 
left of the Town Office front door) the fee and rabies certificate 
along with a self-addressed stamped envelope, and your license 
will be mailed to you.

The fee to license your dog is $13 unless your dog is spayed or 
neutered, then the fee is $11.

IN-PERSON and VIRTUAL and SOCIALLY DISTANCED
Sunday, April 18
Annual Polish Dinner Take-Out, 4:30 – 6:00 PM, pick up at St. Thomas Parish Hall, 

Underhill Center. Homemade smoked kielbasa, pierogi (dough filled with cheese or filled with 
mushrooms and sauerkraut), cabbage, potatoes, homemade sauerkraut, and dessert. Cost: $12 per 
meal. Reserve your traditional Polish meal by calling the parish office, 899-4632, or purchase 
tickets at Wells Corner Market, Underhill Center, or Snowflake Chocolates, Jericho.

Wednesday, April 21
Reimagining Policing and Public Safety in Vermont – Racism in America Forum Series, 

7:00 PM, on Zoom, hosted by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Jericho. Featuring Lt. Robert 
Lucas, Commander of the Williston State Police Barracks; Maroni Minter, Campaign Director, 
VT ACLU; Capt. Garry Scott, Director of Fair and Impartial Policing, VT State Police. Pre-
registration required at https://goodshepherdjericho.org/racism-in-america-forum/. If you’re 
unable to attend, you can view the recorded broadcast by logging into the Mount Mansfield 
Community Television, http://mtmansfieldctv.org. 

Saturday, April 24
Our Ile d’Orleans Ancestors, 12:00 – 1:30 PM, on Zoom. Sabrina Gamache-Mercurio, 

a certified genealogist on staff at the Maison de Nos Aïeux, makes the connection for French 
Canadian Vermonters to Ile d’Orleans, one of the first places settled in early New France. Among 
the 300 earliest families, a company of the Carignan-Salières Regiment was stationed on the 
island, which also had its share of Filles à Marier and Filles du Roy. Sabrina will share her 
knowledge of research tools specific to Quebec and tips on how to connect with our Ile d’Orleans 
ancestors. All classes $10. Register at www.vtgenlib.org by the deadline for registration, 12:00 
PM on the Friday before the class. The library is currently closed. To check if we are open again, 
or for more details about a class, visit www.vtgenlib.org or call 802-871-5647.

Sunday, April 25
Revolution on the Hudson Ethan Allen Homestead Book Discussion, 2:00 PM, Zoom. No 

part of the country was more contested during the American Revolution than New York City and 

2
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There is no wrong way to be 
kind. — Joe Miller

We are fully stocked and ready to serve you.
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Our Retail Stores are Open!
Stop in and see us, we have missed you!

Blue Mall, So. Burlington • 802-863-8306
Factory Location, Route 15, Jericho • 802-899-3373

SnowflakeChocolate.com
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Mountain 
High

Pizza Pie
Curbside 

pickup only
Menu available at

mthighpizzapievermont.
com

HOURS  
SUNDAY & MONDAY 

4:00 PM - 8:00PM
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM
 SATURDAY 

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM

899-3718
Route 15,

Jeri-Hill Plaza, 
Jericho

COMMUNITY COLUMNS CAMPS

Community columns continued on page 5

giving birth to her son, Arthur. She was still running the business 
completely alone, or almost – her daughter, who’s now four and a 
half, had accompanied her on deliveries and stamped bags for the 
farmers’ markets. But her husband had just been offered a new 
job and was putting in major hours there, and her mother was 
surprised with an emergency knee surgery. On top of everything, 
her daughter’s daycare shut down two weeks after she began her 
maternity leave and recovery from a less-than-easy birth.

Shelmandine, however, is an entrepreneur. While things 
were in full swing pre-pandemic, she’d sell out of products at 
events and command huge turnout via social media and word-of-
mouth. Despite the uncertainties that accompany small business 
ownership – feelings of doubt, failed recipes, bad weather 
– she described her experiences as incredibly liberating and 
empowering. And for every man who dared to ask for the family 
trade secrets or question her ability to go it alone, there has been 
an equal amount of supportive friends, family, and customers by 
her side. Silver linings, again. So even with all of those other 
hurdles stacked against her, the decision to set aside Lady Boss 
Sauce temporarily was taxing.

“The business having to be put on hold is an insane amount of 
emotional shifting,” she said. “Being a stay-at-home mom was 
never in the cards. I went from being a woman entrepreneur to... 
I am changing diapers all day.”

But, she added optimistically while playing kickball on the 
other end of the line, her daughter will be going to preschool 
soon. This is the last summer she’ll get to spend so freely with 
her kids. Her days are still packed, beginning sometimes as early 
as four in the morning when her kids wake up. Whenever she 
can, she attends virtual classes through the Center for Women 
and Enterprise in Burlington. In the past, she likely wouldn’t 
have been able to make the trek so frequently from Jericho to 
Burlington and is grateful that the pandemic opened up these new 
avenues.

What lies ahead for Marijke Shelmandine and Lady Boss 
Sauce, LLC is yet to unfold. But It’s Arthur’s Fault marked its 
20th anniversary this past July, and Shelmandine will continue his 
legacy through her work. And as it turns out, so will her year-old 
son Arthur.

“He’s technically the fifth Arthur in our family,” she said. 
Perhaps he’ll continue the family business, too. But before he 
can mirror the company’s logo of grandfather Arthur’s signature 
mustache and Ray-Bans, Shelmandine says, “he’s got some 
facial hair to get growing.”

its surroundings. Military leaders of the time – and generations 
of scholars since – believed that the Hudson River Valley was 
America’s geographic jugular, which, if cut, would quickly 
bleed the rebellion to death. In Revolution on the Hudson, prize-
winning author and historian George C. Daughan makes the 
daring new argument that this strategy would never have worked, 
and that dogged pursuit of dominance over the Hudson ultimately 
cost Britain the war. This groundbreaking naval history offers a 
thrilling response to one of our most vexing historical questions: 
How could a fledgling nation have defeated the most powerful 
war machine of the era? Daughan will join the Zoom discussion 
of his book. To register for the discussion as well as to order 
the book, go online to https://ethanallenhomestead.org/virtual-
book-club/. (Note: The $25 book price includes mailing. All 
proceeds benefit the Ethan Allen Homestead Museum.) 

Saturday, May 1
Using Timelines to Find Holes in Research, 12:00 – 1:30 

PM, on Zoom. As genealogists search across their family lines, 
they often forget to consider all the possible sources which 
may help determine an individual’s identity and they can lose 
track of gaps in their research. Using case studies, professional 
genealogist Joanne Polanshek will describe how using timelines 
can help us systematically review our work and find opportunities 
for further research to fill these gaps. All classes $10. Register at 
www.vtgenlib.org by the deadline for registration, 12:00 PM on 
the Friday before the class. The library is currently closed. To 
check if we are open again, or for more details about a class, visit 
www.vtgenlib.org or call 802-871-5647.

Coming events continued from page 2

Summer Camps 
at the Barn School in Westford

The Barn School will be offering summer camps this year 
most weeks between June 14 and August 20. Register online at 
https://forms.gle/WYiWX9iVnjJY5nCB9.

Lots of outdoor play, fun activities, projects, and time to 
play! Camps will follow all protocols and safety procedures 
for safe operation. Please email with any questions: Kara@
thebarnschoolvt.com.

Equine camps at Freedom Farm
Synchrony Dressage at Freedom Farm, just off VT Rt. 15 

on Cilley Hill Rd., Jericho has children’s camps coming this 
summer. Please go to https://www.synchronydressage.com/
summer-camp for more information.

Chittenden County Soccer School
Registration is open for Chittenden County Soccer School 

(CCSS) 2021, July 12-16 at Mills Riverside Park in Jericho, 
VT. All players receive a camp tee and team award. We have 
a dedicated and experienced coaching staff returning again 
this summer to bring the “love of the game” to all our players. 
Individual ball skills, teamwork, game tactics, full-sided and 
small-sided games, and goalkeeper training are all part of our 
daily plan!

Just a Plumber
By Douglas Boardman

Special to the Mountain Gazette
Revelation, brain squirt, brain fart, awakening, dream, or 

nightmare – the older I get, all of the above seem to happen 
more often. Even though you try to appear to be on “top of your 
game,” you realize you have no game and possibly not enough 
time to start a game and finish it or a project. This is why I am 
deviating a little from writing about our vacations to write about 
the title of my future book, which I hope to finish before I go to 
the Happy Hunting Ground. My son will finish my book if I am 
unable. I am hoping to tie all of my columns together in the book 
of my life. The title of my book does not reflect on a political 
incident but does show a true side of certain celebrities!

Donald Trump had a TV show called The Apprentice. The 
winner got $250,000 and a job in the Trump organization. 
I thought that it was a great reality show, unlike the actors 
playing parts on Celebrity Apprentice. The premise of Celebrity 
Apprentice was to split off into teams and raise money for their 
favorite charity. Every task had a volunteer team captain. When 
they finished their fundraisers, the losing team captain usually 
got fired unless he or she could prove someone else on the team 
was at fault for not raising enough money. The show started out 
“fair,” but Mr. Trump changed the rules. The episode with Joan 
Rivers set me off.

I always liked Joan Rivers up to then, although she was always 
fighting with her daughter Melissa. Everyone on the team was 
expected to call people that they knew to donate to their charity. 
But Joan didn’t call anybody and didn’t raise any money for the 
team. Evidently Mr. Trump liked her so he would never fire her. 
There was a gal, Annie, on the team who raised a lot of money, 
but guess who got fired? Annie.

I figured it is his show but later on, Joan said that Annie was 
“just a poker player.” Well, I thought, “Joan, you are just a 
washed-up comedienne and Annie is not just a poker player. She 
is a great professional poker player and wins lots of money. It is 
her job.” After that episode Geraldo Rivera and Piers Morgan 
both reminded Donald Trump that they shouldn’t be fired 
because they both raised a lot of money, so The Donald had to 
back off from playing favorites, although of all people, he kept 
Omarosa around and even gave her a role at the White House. 
I took that to mean, “Keep your friends close, but keep your 
enemies closer!”

That is why I decided if I ever wrote a book of my life, I would 
title it, Just a Plumber. I went to college, became a cost accountant, 
and had to work nights and weekends on bookkeeping and 
income taxes. Six years later I bought a plumbing and heating 
business and became just a plumber in order to buy a house and 
raise a family. I worked a lot of hours but made a lot more money 
as a master plumber than I could have as an accountant.

Next column: Car Vacation

Am I the tool?
By Bill Schubart

I love to work with my hands. I love tools – the simpler the 
better. The ratio of a tool’s utility to its simplicity defines a 
tool’s excellence for me. A simple hand tool like a screwdriver, 
a trowel, a bit brace, a sharp kitchen knife, or a chainsaw file is a 
thing of beauty and utility.

But when a tool’s inherent complexity exceeds its capacity 
to simplify work, the “tool” is the owner for having acquired 
a perfectly useless object. Said another way, useless when the 
complexity of learning to use or actually using the tool exceeds 

the amount of work it’s designed for.
An easy determinant of a tool’s utility is the number of pages 

in its instruction manual. The perfect tool is largely intuitive to 
use, needing no manual. And if the manual is more than three 
pages – less all the “consumer safety warnings” and warranty 
boilerplate – I usually won’t buy it.

Case in point: I recently bought a Google Chromecast so I 
could cast my phone’s emails and texts onto our TV. The manual 
weighed more than the Chromecast dongle. When I unpacked 
it, I was ready to throw it all out, but on closer inspection found 
that the user directions were simple enough, just printed in 26 
languages. We live in a globalized world, which I’m fine with.

Then there are tools that are simply dangerous. When the 
Whole Earth Catalog was the dominant life-style catalog for 
many of us in the back-to-nature ’70s, we heated our drafty 
farmhouse in Lincoln with six cords of wood. So I was entranced 
by a hub-mounted large steel screw that one bolted onto the rear-
wheel hub of one’s car after removing the wheel. You had to 
leave the car running in first gear with the rear wheels jacked up 
off the ground so the spinning screw presumably penetrated and 
split any log forced against it… IF the log was solidly braced 
against the ground. If this is hard to imagine, it’s even harder to 
do.

The first time I used this lethal device, the VW fell off the jack 
when I jammed the log against the spinning screw and drove off 
on one wheel into the pasture where it came to rest against a birch 
tree with its one wheel and splitter-hub still spinning.

More often, the screw would penetrate the log and I’d lose 
my grip on it, even braced against the ground, and the whole 
thing would cartwheel dangerously in front of me until I killed 
the car’s engine.

I soon concluded this was not a tool. I was. And my attempt to 
sell my new tool to another tool failed.

Since that failed experiment in the ’70s, I’ve had an ancient 
hydraulic log splitter that rarely starts and is most efficient when 
two people use it – one placing the log on the bed and clearing it 
when it’s split and the other running the hydraulics and watching 
for misplaced fingers.

But I also have a hand-forged Swedish Grundfos axe I’ve 
had since I was a teen. It has a three-pound head and a 35-inch 
hickory handle. It requires no maintenance other than occasional 
sharpening with a whetstone. I can split more wood faster with 
this than with any other tool I’ve ever owned. Wanna buy my 
log splitter?

The money I’ve spent on kitchen appliances I’ve bought and 
discarded would keep a small private equity firm afloat: automatic 
popcorn poppers, blenders, hot-dog cookers, crockpots, bread-
bakers, waffle irons, griddles, knife sharpeners, etc.

Life has taught me that even enthusiastic cooks need only an 

Camps continued on page 5
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Kids Summer Activity Camp
Fitness, Soccer, Nature, Art, and Skill Work

• Does your kid need something fun to do this summer?
• Do they need to stay active?
• Do they need some structured yet fun time to keep from getting rusty  
  with school skills or catch up? Who doesn’t after this crazy COVID 
  year? Skill work tailored to meet individual needs. Alternative
  activities available. OR Do they just want to connect with other kids?

If so tell them to grab a bud and get them off the couch 
or screen and out of your house!

• Licensed K-12 Teacher: BA Art, English, and Elementary Ed. 
  Masters in Education with a concentration in Reading with summer 
  recreation programming experience.
• CPR and First Aid Certified
• Soccer Clinic with a Four Year Lettered MMU Girls Varsity Soccer  
  offensive player: striker and Striker Clinic coach for CCS. 
  Guest Appearances by MMU Girls Varsity Soccer Players. 
  Alternative activities available. 

Located on five acres of field, woods, and pond 
adjacent to hiking trails for nature and fitness experiences.

Practices COVID protocols.
Snacks and Beverages included

Located: 11 Covey Road, Underhill
Dates: June 21 -25 • Times: 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Call or email for schedule and information
Connie Esmay

Phone: 802-858-9171   • Email: connieesmay@gmail.com
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Lions to sponsor blood drive May 5
The Jericho-Underhill Lions Club will be hosting a Blood 

Drive on Wednesday, May 5, 1:00 – 6:00 PM, at the Covenant 
Community Church, 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane, Essex 
Junction.

The Red Cross is still experiencing a severe shortage of 
blood, so please consider donating. We will observe all possible 
precautions to maintain a safe environment while you donate.

You can schedule an appointment at https://www.
redcrossblood.org/, entering COVENANT in the search bar.

Thank you, stay safe, and be kind.

Is drinking a problem? 
Call Alcoholics Anonymous

Alcoholics Anonymous is available to help anyone who may 
have a drinking problem. Meetings are happening online. Call 
the AA hotline (802-864-1212) to connect or check websites for 
online meetings. For more information in Chittenden County, go 
online to http://burlingtonaa.org; statewide: http://aavt.org.

Keep up COVID-19 prevention 
while vaccination ramps up

From the VT Dept. of Health
Spring is here, and many Vermonters feel more than ready to 

emerge from a long winter and months of isolation.
Luckily, we now have three vaccines available to help protect 

us from COVID-19. We’re making progress in vaccination, as 
more than 37% of Vermonters age 16 and older have received at 
least one dose!

But as much as we all want the pandemic to be over, we’re 
not there yet. As we work to vaccinate as many Vermonters as 
quickly as possible, we are in a race against rising cases and 
variants of the virus that make it spread more easily.

You can help get us to the finish line quicker by keeping up 
prevention efforts. That means:

• Wearing a mask;
• Keeping at least a 6-foot distance from anyone you don’t 

live with;
• Avoiding crowds;
• Getting tested if you been in close contact with someone with 

COVID-19 or have any symptoms.
Anyone who is not vaccinated should only gather with one 

other household at a time. They also need to quarantine after any 
travel not considered essential.

Help protect yourself, your loved ones and your community so 
we can reach the end of this pandemic safely, together.

For more information visit https://www.healthvermont.gov/
covid19.

Making it through
By Joe Young, Essex Rescue

COVID-19 has changed the way we live. It has affected us 
at a fundamental level and continues to shape our daily lives. 
We have been unable to freely see our friends and family. Your 
once friendly neighbors have returned to strangers. Our lives 
have been lived inside the walls of our own homes. The vaccine 
offers hope, hope that things will return to normal sooner rather 
than later. The future is not yet written and it is still uncertain 
how long it will take. What level of normalcy we will return to? 
Will masks become a social norm? Will vaccine cards be the new 
passport? One thing is certain: now more than ever we need to be 
helping one another and taking care of each other.

An issue that has been thrust into the limelight is mental 
health. A study by the Kaiser Family Foundation found that 
during the pandemic, four in ten adults in the U.S. have reported 
symptoms of anxiety or depressive disorder. To put that in 
perspective, that is four times the amount that was reported in 
2019. More specifically The Kaiser Family Foundation found 
that many adults reported increases in specific negative impacts 
on their mental health and well-being. These negative impacts 
include things such as difficulty sleeping (36%) or eating (32%), 
increases in alcohol consumption or substance use (12%) and 

worsening chronic conditions (12%). It makes sense; universities 
are closing, people have lost their jobs and income, not to 
mention the inability to see their support systems of friends and 
families. Those are just some of the secondary consequences of 
the pandemic. The most notable and prominent feeling though 
is the loss of life and health and the fear of that loss for you or 
your loved ones. That constant prolonged fear is a burden for 
anyone and everyone. First and foremost, you have to take care 
of yourself. I know traveling has been limited but just like on 
an airplane, you have to put your mask on first before helping 
others.

One of the most important things in this world to you should 
be yourself. I am not talking about it in a narcissistic way; I am 
saying that your own well-being and health should be at the 
forefront of your priorities. You should do what you need to do 
for yourself, it is as simple as that. Sometimes it is as simple 
as taking a minute to slow down and breathe, or taking a walk 
outside to get some fresh air – especially in times when the walls 
feel like they are closing in. I will also note the exception to this 
is your children and significant other. At times they will be a 
priority higher than yourself, but you still need to find some time 
for yourself for the sake of your well-being. This article isn’t 
about me preaching at you to join the self-love club. I’m also 
going to share some ways to help with the stress and improve 
your mental health.

My personal favorite way to help reduce stress is exercise; it 
literally lets me work out my stress. Whether it is a walk, a long 
run, or weight training, I feel significantly better after a workout, 
particularly after a high stress day. Personal anecdotes aside, The 
Primary Care Companion To The Journal of Clinical Psychiatry 
published an article aptly named Exercise for Mental Health 
provides some key points to the benefits of exercise such as 
aerobic exercise has been proven to reduce anxiety, depression, 
and negative moods. Exercise also improves self-esteem and 
cognitive function. The journal article even has a list of things 
that are provably improved by just 30 minutes a day of exercise: 
improved sleep, increased interest in sex, better endurance, stress 
relief, improvement in mood, increased energy and stamina, 
reduced tiredness that can increase mental alertness, weight 
reduction, and lowered cholesterol with improved cardiovascular 
fitness. You probably already know that exercise does a bunch 
of these, but I want to reiterate the fact that it is scientifically 
proven. I implore you to give it a chance, especially if you have 
these feelings of anxiety or depressive disorder. Just 30 minutes a 
day, for two weeks and see how you feel. Plus who doesn’t want 
to have better self-esteem and be smarter?

The second method that is proven to help is practicing 
mindfulness and meditation. I will admit I never really put much 
credence into meditation. Like most things guys try, I did it to 
impress a girl, she was passionate about it so I figured I could 
win some points by doing it with her. To my surprise it helped, 
it really helped. I am a curious person so naturally I researched 
it a bit. The amount of established published research on it 
was staggering. In an article in the Journal of Psychiatry titled 
Meditation and Psychiatry, Dr. Michael McGee does a systematic 
review of research on meditation within the psychiatric field. 
The article states that numerous studies have indicated a positive 
impact of meditation in reducing stress and enhancing general 
wellbeing, and that meditation can be helpful for the treatment of 
anxiety, addiction, aggression, suicidal thoughts, and depression. 
The best part is it only takes about ten minutes out of your day to 
do this. You can do it when you first wake up, or when you are 
ready to go to sleep; heck, you can even do it in the shower. The 
resources are easily accessed, you go to www.youtube.com and 
search for “guided meditation,” find a narrator and goal you like, 
get comfortable, and that’s that.

Another important thing you can do to help your mental health 
is change your diet. There is ever more evidence supporting the 
link between gut health and mental health. An article on John 
Hopkins Health called The Brain-Gut Connection explores 
the connection between the enteric nervous system (ENS, the 
thousands of neurons in our digestive system) and our central 
nervous system. The article establishes a connection linking 
a higher percentage of irritable bowel sufferers to the higher 
percentage of anxiety and depression within that population. This 
is still a novel and exciting area of research with new studies 

coming out regularly, but it lends some validity to the idea that 
you are what you eat. I won’t get into the kind of diets that are 
best or what to avoid but I will say that adding more vegetables 
and fruits, eating more lean meats like chicken and fish, and 
cutting out processed food is great start.

Getting exercise, eating healthy, and meditating are some 
simple ways to help you deal with the turbulent and stressful 
situation we have found ourselves in. If you find yourself really 
suffering, reach out to friends, family, or professionals. Seek the 
help you need. There is no shame in that – everyone needs help 
at some point in their life.

This leads me to my last point, about altruism. There is a quote 
that I really love: “Sometimes the best way to solve our own 
problems is to help someone else.” (Iroh) I took that to heart, and 
during the pandemic I began volunteering as an EMT. I can truly 
say it is one of the best decisions I have made in my life. I am not 
saying you have to do something as drastic as that, but showing a 
little bit of kindness to others is often enough. Kindness is a path 
to peace, within ourselves and in the world. We could really use a 
bit of extra kindness right about now, too. I am sucker for science 
so I will also say it is proven to help with your own mental 
health, I won’t go into the evidence of this one, I want you to try 
it out for yourself. Bake a cake for a neighbor, give flowers to a 
coworker, make your parents dinner, call a friend you haven’t 
seen in a while, or surprise your girlfriend or boyfriend with a 
pillow fort after a long day. There is no wrong way to be kind. 
The beautiful thing about kindness is that it can be something as 
small as a complement and it still matters. If it still makes that 
other person smile it is something big to them.

Take care of yourselves, we can see the light at the end of the 
tunnel, now is the time to love yourself and love one another.

*The information in this article is not meant as a substitute for 
medical advice; before beginning a new exercise regimen please 
check with your health care provider.

Allergy vs. common cold
With the arrival of spring, parents have been itching to ask 

me how they can tell the difference between an allergy and a 
common cold, so here goes:

Between 40-50 million Americans are affected by allergic 
diseases. While most children with colds and allergies will have 
noses that run, children with allergies will do a lot more sniffling 
and sneezing, not to mention itching, along with having more 
watery eyes with dark circles from rubbing them so much due to 
allergic irritation.

Common colds are caused by germs called viruses, while 
allergies represent the body reacting to an environmental trigger 
such as pollen from grass, ragweed, trees, mold, dust mites, 
animal dander, and even foods and medications – any of these 
can cause a release of chemicals including one called histamine 
that results in the allergic symptoms I just described.

Colds are most common in the fall and winter, whereas 
allergies occur during the spring, summer, and early autumn and 
can run in families.

Colds will last 7-10 days, while allergies can last for weeks or 
even months.

If you think your child has an allergy, speak with your child’s 
health care professional, who may help make the diagnosis or 
may refer your child to a pediatric allergy specialist who can do 
some further skin and blood tests to confirm the diagnosis of an 
allergy and what’s causing it. Remember that the best treatment 
may be to identify the irritant and remove it as much as possible 
from the home environment. For example, air conditioning or at 
least keeping windows closed will reduce pollen counts in the 
home and decrease the growth of molds and dust mites.

Your child’s doctor or the allergy specialist may recommend 
a medication such as an antihistamine or a nasal spray steroid 
that can usually help treat the problem and if not, other allergy 
treatments may be recommended,

Hopefully, you’ll find tips like these scratch your itch when 
it comes to knowing more about your child having a seasonal 
allergy.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital of Vermont and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics 
UVM’s Larner College of Medicine

Free welding class 
for eligible parents

According to the American Welding Society, the U.S. will need 
more than 400,000 welders by 2025. In Vermont, welders can 
find careers in a variety of industries including manufacturing, 
HVAC, pipefitting, and more.

If you are a parent or guardian of a child under 14 years 
old, you may qualify to enroll at no cost with a grant from the 
Strengthening Working Families Initiative (https://cewd.vtc.edu/
cewd/swfi/).

This MIG Basic Welding class begins on Monday, April 26 
at Advanced Welding Institute, S. Burlington. Gain hands-on 
skills and certification in two weeks! Train during the day while 
your kids are at school. The class is held on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays between Monday, April 26-Friday, May 
7. Class sessions run from 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM, with a lunch 
break from 11:30 AM – 12:00 PM.

Learn basic (wire feed) gas metal arc welding and gain skills 
needed by a variety of Vermont businesses. This training can be 
adjusted to accommodate a student’s ability. To earn certification, 
participants must complete an exam on the last day of class.

Participants must wear leather boots and long-sleeve, natural 
fiber (e.g., cotton, wool, or leather) clothing. Personal protective 
equipment will otherwise be provided.

Register by Wednesday, April 21 by calling Darcy Brouillette, 
802-879-2348.

Questions? Email swfi@vtc.edu; or go online to https://cewd.
vtc.edu/course/gas-metal-arc-welding-mig-basic-swfi/.

Underhill, Jericho, Cambridge 
Transportation Survey

The joint transportation committee for Underhill, Jericho, 
and Cambridge is working collaboratively with the Chittenden 
County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) on a 
comprehensive study of transit options. This study will not only 
evaluate conventional bus service, but also a wide range of other 
innovative mobility services for the three communities.

Your opinions are important to help develop future 
transportation options in the region. Those who the complete the 
brief online survey below will be entered into a drawing for three 
gift cards worth $50 each to the Jericho Market.

To participate online please visit https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/WVFGW3Z.

Clutter Barn tag sale April 24
Hello, from the United Church of Underhill. We hope 

everyone has stayed safe and weathered the winter months with 
grace, humor, and good health. As spring arrives, the Clutter 
Barn will start gearing up for another season of collecting and 
selling gently used items to the community.

We are going to use the same procedure for collecting donated 
items that we did last summer to keep everyone as safe as 
possible. Briefly, that is presorting items into categories at home, 
driving through the Park Street entrance of the church, and 
unloading items in a tent behind the Clutter Barn. Donation days 
are Saturdays, May 1, 15, 29, June 12, July 3, 17, 31, August 14, 
September 4, and September 11 (as the last donation day) from 
8:30 AM – 12:00 PM. We hope you have had time to clean out 
the nooks and crannies of your home and want to donate what 
you have uncovered to the Clutter Barn.

We will begin our season with a sale on Saturday, April 24, 
from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. The same safety protocols will be 
in place for the sale as last year. (Limited numbers of masked 
shoppers in the barn at a time, one-way aisles, items in a tent and 
the cashiers outside) We hope you will join us.

For more complete information about what you can and 
cannot donate, as well as sorting categories, please go to https://
unitedchurchofunderhill.com/serve/clutter-barn/. Thank you.

Legislative apportionment 
in Vermont

By the Legislative Apportionment Board 
It’s that time of the decade again!
The U.S. Constitution requires a census every 10 years, and 

this up-to-date population count is used to ensure that our elected 
representatives in the legislature are equitably apportioned across 
the state. (Because Vermont has a single member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, the is no decennial reapportionment 
there.)

Vermont law mandates reapportionment of our House and 
Senate districts “… to achieve substantially equal weighting 
of the votes of all voters in the choice of legislators.” Equal 
weighting means that all legislative districts that have the same 
number of members should have substantially the same number 
of residents. So, all single-member House districts should have 
around 4200 people, double that for a two-member district. There 
is a similar requirement for Senate districts.

During the intervening decade from one Census to the next, 
population shifts occur, more pronounced in some areas of the 
state than in others. Using the 2020 Census figures for Vermont, 
the job of developing new statewide legislative districting plans 
that account for these population shifts initially falls to the 
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a critical part of learning how to take care of them. We should 
strive not to keep every tree alive, but rather to keep the forest 
vibrant and whole. Healthy forests not only tolerate death – they 
require it.

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be 
reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, 802-585-9099, or at his 
office at 111 West St., Essex Junction.

The importance of a sense 
of humor is no joke

What did one eye say to the other? Between you and me, 
something smells.

Get it? This week, with the telling of that funny riddle, I’d 
like to remind everyone about the importance of humor in your 
children’s lives.

Humor is one of the best ways I know of for a family to 
connect. It makes life fun for children and for parents. It teaches 
a child to be spontaneous, not take themselves too seriously. 
And studies suggest that children with a good sense of humor 
are happier, have higher self-esteem, are more liked by peers, 
are less stressed, and better able to handle the adversities of 
childhood and life in general.

Yet children are not born with a sense of humor, they need to 
develop one — and parents you can help. Here’s how:

• Babies can’t understand humor yet — but when you make a 
funny face, your baby will sense your joy and even try to imitate 
you.

• Toddlers love physical surprise humor like playing peek-a-
boo.

• A preschooler loves to laugh at funny pictures in books like 
seeing a cow in sunglasses.

• School-age children love humor in words told by jokes, 
riddles, and my personal favorite, puns.

• And of course, who can forget the sarcasm and cynical 
humor that somehow seems to always arrive during adolescence.

The bottom line is that when parents are playful and humorous, 
their children will be too.

It’s also important to set boundaries on humor, such as how 
much bathroom humor is too much and explaining that some 
jokes may hurt feelings even unintentionally, so your children 
don’t use more of that type of humor.

Hopefully, tips like these will be more than a laughing matter 
when it comes to helping your children find their sense of humor.

Lewis First, MD, is Chief of Pediatrics at UVM Children’s 
Hospital of Vermont and Chair of the Department of Pediatrics 
UVM’s Larner College of Medicine

array of sharp knives, cooking and measuring spoons, a ladle 
and large fork, a spatula, a colander, mixing bowls, a sharpening 
bar or whetstone, an array of cast iron, steel, and stainless pots 
and pans, a wood or gas stove top and oven, a fridge, a mouse-
proof pantry and breadbox, a sink, and a cutting board. The rest 
is superfluous. Countertop appliances are, with few exceptions, 
useless junk.

When I graduated from high school, my parents gave me 
the best tool I’ve ever owned – a used 1958 VW Beetle with 
a 30-horsepower air-cooled engine. It weighed 1600 pounds 
– five times what I weighed at the time – and I could lift the 
front end off the ground after a few beers. I loved that car even 
though the heater box had rusted out and it had no heat. I just 
dressed warmly in winter. A tractor… it would go anywhere. One 
could pull a two-bottom plow through a dry field with it. I don’t 
remember servicing it other than the occasional oil change, lube 
job, and tire change.

It proved its utility one night when I was trying to get to a winter 
wedding on the other side of the Green Mountains in Waitsfield. 
The most direct route, the Lincoln Gap, was closed. I had two 
choices to get to Waitsfield – over the perilous Appalachian Gap 
(VT Rt. 17) or all the way around through Huntington to U.S. Rt. 
2 and then back down VT Rt. 100 from Waterbury to Waitsfield, 
a trip of some forty extra miles. I decided to chance it with my 
trusty Bug.

The wet winter snow made the trip up the west side difficult 
enough on the steep switchbacks, but when I got to the final rise 
to the summit, bounded on the left by a plunge into a mountain 
tarn and on the right by a vertical rockface, my rear wheels began 
to spin and the car stopped cold. I could see the small parking 
area at the summit just 100 feet ahead and was determined to get 
there, so, leaving the car in gear and the rear wheels spinning, I 
hopped out, went around behind, and began to push the empty 
car.

The tires finally caught and the car motored on up to the top 
with me trotting along behind. It nosed into a snowbank and 
came to rest with its rear tires still spinning in the wet snow. I got 
in, backed out of the bank and descended into Waitsfield in time 
for the wedding.

Now that was a tool to love. I acquired six more over the 
ensuing years.

Some years later, I was seduced by form over function and 
bought a rusty Bill Blass 1979 Lincoln Continental “pimpmobile” 
for $1500. It came with a resident mouse named Gus who lived 
in the glove compartment, where it chewed my registration and 
license into nesting material… should have known better. But my 
glamor-wagon turned off my dates, finally caught fire for some 
unknown reason, and burned to a crisp.

At 75, I stick with function over form.

Part 3, A Gospel Singing 
Workshop and We Sing!

By Sue Kusserow
Special to the Mountain Gazette

We join hands for a line up of parts, and for the blessing. I 
am next to a small boy of about four in the Junior Gospel Choir, 
who has on a white suit and a bright red bow tie. His ear itches 
and he releases my hand several times to scratch, but comes back 
and slips his hand into mine. Then, his shoe comes off, and in 
the middle of the lengthy blessings… “upon the upcoming work 
of this choir in praising God!” I get his shoe back into its proper 
working order, and tie it onto his foot. I finally feel useful; old 
patterns of mothers never die! I chat with one woman who has 
her hair in perfect braided symmetry, and has a clipped, almost-
Bostonian accent, as if she has learned how to fit into the culture 
where she must work. Sister Roslyn, in her position as choir 
director, seems to have used this power “in mysterious ways;” 
her earrings are the size of silver dollars.

Then we are off. We march in, most everyone falling 
into a slow regulated shuffle. Since I am notoriously poor at 
group exercises, I am guided by the person in back of me to 
get started… singing and clapping at the same time. We are 
welcomed; the congregation, small though it is, is welcomed 
and its size acknowledged. “It doesn’t matter how many there 
are… if we are here to sing to God, to praise God, to talk about 
Jesus, then we’re where we are supposed to be, aren’t we? Say 
Amen!” Brother Chadwick is asked, from the audience, to sing; 
so is Sister Caroline who has a small sad voice mainly because 
her microphone isn’t working. The Junior Choir claps its way 
up to the choir pews behind the pulpit; already they at ease with 
the rhythms of their elders. One tiny thing with 20 bright pink 
bows in her glistening hair belongs to the woman next to me. She 
shouts encouragement to her: “Come on, Alinda, sing! You can 
sing louder than that! Clap! That’s it!” The whole audience roots 
for the kids and joins in on the choruses. Pastor Pack preaches, 
praises, exhorts, shouts, grins. The collection is taken, each row 
going out into the aisle to place their money in a woven basket 
held by the only other gray-haired person in the church… the 
deacon, who also passes out the fans.

Our turn comes. We have five numbers and they go off well. 
I am sitting next to a vigorous tenor, so I sing tenor… not that 
anyone can hear individual voices. The soloists are inspired 
and reach their top notes with ear-splitting volume, but never 
off-key. There are awards. For the most conservative: “Sister 
Catherine… she always follows the traditional thing and keeps 
us together. Sister Leah; she never says what she doesn’t mean.” 
The Amens and clappings grow and I sit in the topmost choir 
row and enjoy them. “And to the person who called and asked 
about our workshop and who is here singing tonight. She is at the 
state university as a teacher and she’s been willing to learn a lot 
about gospel music. To Sister Sue… and I can’t pronounce your 
last name right but that’s okay… we know who you are.” And 
amid applause and Amens, I am given a neatly-lettered plaque 
for “Instruction in Gospel Singing.” It is a nice moment for me!

The tenor beside me leaves to sing a solo: “The devil has been 
at me this week, and he almost got me. I’m here to say that I want 
Jesus to give me another chance.” His singing is personal and 
specific; his sobs genuine; the sympathy and understanding given 
is palpable. Another collection is taken for a young boy caught 
in a nearby gang-related shooting. “Any dollars you can put in, 
we plan to buy chicken for the people coming to the funeral, so 
we can have it as nice as we can.” The singing continues, turning 
into more of a deafening chant. The woman in front of me starts 
to shake and stretches her hands to the pulpit. The holy spirit is 
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entering the choir. The music continues; the beat gets hypnotic 
and is not diverted by music; it is all chanting now: “Another 
chance, Clean me up, Jesus; Welcome, Lord.” I am dancing in the 
highest, hottest, top choir pew. The young woman next to me, tall 
and heavy, whom I have not been watching, suddenly attracts my 
attention by falling on me, forcing my head onto the pew below 
us, where she shakes to the floor and lies silently until lifted up 
by friendly and unconcerned hands to the lower pew. She lies 
with eyes closed, breathing very slowly. I stroke her arm, fan 
her; there is absolutely no response; she is in a state of trance. So, 
I medically study her and learn something about trances for my 
professional encyclopedia.

The huge and husky tenor next to me suddenly pushes me to 
the other side of him, and I wonder what rule of protocol I have 
violated, until I notice that the woman next to him… in lacy red 
and of considerable weight… is beginning to feel the holy spirit 
and is swaying and shaking. Down she goes! And I give him a 
thankful smile for having acted so swiftly. The music continues: 
the beat of snare drum and cymbal with the tinkling jazz of piano. 
The choir is completely out of line and function, except for 
repeating the words: “Give… me… another CHANCE… Give… 
me… another… CHANCE…” On cue from my tenor guardian, 
I move my little plaque to underneath the pew, where the glass 
won’t get shattered. Two older women from the congregation 
evidently have an honored role: they bring wet cloths to lay on 
foreheads, blankets to cover women on the floor near the pulpit. 
One very obese woman falls heavily on the steps. I am worried 
about her, but the singer next to me… tall and lean with a Grace 
Jones haircut, says: “Are you scared? Don’t worry. They’re 
alright.” And we spontaneously give each other a very genuine 
heartfelt hug. In all, ten women are given special care, and are 
now sitting limply in the pews, or ushered out from the concert, 
which, of course, is considered a success.

The Benediction is brief, and by vivid contrast, relatively 
subdued. As I leave, many choir members greet me; the huge 
tenor next to me gives me a bear hug. “Glad you came. Come 
again!” The obese woman who fell heavily on the stairs is just 
going out the door. I pat her shoulder and unconsciously slide 
into my nursing role and ask: “Are you all right?” What a dumb 
question; of course she’s all right. This has been a magical 
mysterious experience for her, not an illness.

In the next issue, Part 4: The End of the Gospel Singing 
Workshop

Death in the forest: the profound 
process of tree mortality

By Ethan Tapper
To understand how to take care of forests, we first need to 

understand what they are and how they work. While most 
peoples’ understanding of them starts and ends with trees, 
forests are complex, dynamic communities comprised of many 
different organisms and the processes that affect them. While 
forests function as systems in many ways, they are not utopias. 
Organisms compete with one other, parasitize each other, eat and 
destroy each other. Within forests, one of the incredible processes 
that make forests work – and one that we need to learn to accept 
– is tree death.

When trees die it may seem startling or sad, the end of a 
decades or centuries-long life, the loss of a once-beautiful and 
healthy living thing. To the forest, however, the death of a tree is 
something much more profound: supporting critical ecological 
functions and processes and providing habitat for many native 
organisms. I think of a tree as having a “biological life” (when it 
is “alive” in a traditional sense) and also an “ecological life” (the 
tree’s overall influence on forest ecology, which can persist for 
decades or centuries after it dies).

The death of a tree can happen in a moment – like when they 
are snapped or uprooted in a windstorm – but it usually happens 
over time, the product of numerous interrelated factors called 
“stacking stressors.” For instance, a tree’s branch is broken by 
heavy ice and snow. This wound is colonized by fungi, which 
breaks down and softens the tree’s wood, paving the way for 
wood-boring beetles and other arthropods (bugs). Searching for 
these bugs and their larvae, woodpeckers excavate “cavities” 
(holes) in the tree. Cavities create still more opportunities for 
fungi, bacteria, and arthropods to colonize the tree. As these 
stressors compound on one another, the stress eventually 
becomes too much and the tree dies.

Tree death is often a biological process, the product of a rich 
assemblage of organisms taking advantage of their natural habitat. 
While it’s tempting to vilify fungi, bacteria, and bugs for “killing 
our trees,” a more holistic understanding of forests reveals that 
these organisms are actually critical parts of ecosystems. They 
help break down and recycle dead trees and plants, enriching 
soils and feeding future generations of trees. In facilitating tree 
death they create “snags,” (“dead-standing” trees) and “cavity 
trees,” both of which are used by a huge number of animals as 
nesting and denning habitat. Once the tree falls, “dead” wood 
on the forest floor stores carbon, improves the forest’s ability to 
absorb water, provides a place for trees like yellow birch and 
hemlock to take root, and provides habitat for underground 
mycorrhizal fungal networks critical for our forests’ ability to 
function. Dead wood is critical habitat for salamanders, the “apex 
predator of the forest floor,” which account for the most biomass 
of any vertebrate predator in the northern forest (meaning that 
if you weighed all the coyotes and all the salamanders in the 
forest, the salamanders would weigh more). Dead trees are such 
a rich habitat that they can contain as much as four times as much 
living biomass as living trees.

Tree death also provides opportunities for forests to become 
diverse and complex. Openings in the forest canopy are soon 
filled by “regeneration,” the abundant growth of young trees and 
plants. Over time, this cycle of death and regeneration creates 
forests with a rich mosaic of different sizes, ages and species of 
trees. Forests like this supporting a diversity of bird and wildlife 
species, store more carbon and are more resilient and adaptive in 
a changing climate.

As a forester, my main concern is keeping the forest, as 
a system, healthy. To this end, tree death, just like tree life, is 
something to be celebrated, not avoided. It can even be something 
that we use as a tool in our stewardship of forests, using the 
cutting of trees to create a more diverse, complex, and resilient 
forest, one that is full of life in a more holistic sense.

While it might make us uncomfortable, understanding the 
profound and important role that tree death plays in forests is 

When is a flower no longer beautiful? Take this purple 
coneflower. The flower photo was captured in March, hardly at 
the prime of its life. In fact, many would call it dead, perhaps 
even science would define it as such. Yet, it feeds birds and 
other wildlife with its seeds, as well as sets out its own progeny 
with life-bearing seeds. There may be an insect inside its stem 
awaiting the right daylight and temperature to come out of its 
cocoon. Read more about the many beauties of nature at all 
stages of life in Bernie Paquette’s blog post of Monday, April 
5, online at https://jerichovermont.blogspot.com/2021/04/
when-is-flower-no-longer-beautiful.html. 
                                                   PHOTO BY BERNIE PAQUETTE

Half- and full-day camp options for all ages! 
Age groups range from 4 and up.
Please email Eric Barker, barkereric15@gmail.com, with any 

questions. Or visit our website at https://sites.google.com/view/
chittendencountysoccerschool/home to register!

Summer camps at Burlington Surf Club
Looking for something fun, outdoor and active for your kid 

this summer? Check out our half-day Windsurfing (ages 10-16) 
or SHE Girls (girls ages 9-12) camps at our Burlington Surf Club 
waterfront location. We provide the gear. You provide the kids. 
For more information, go online to http://www.wndnwvs.com/
camps/.

ECHO summer camp registration
The ECHO Center on the Burlington waterfront offers one-

day and week-long science, stewardship, and design themed 
day camps during summer break and school vacation. A day at 
ECHO camp can move from a behind-the-scenes observation of 
ECHO’s animal care activities to a LEGO engineering challenge. 
Led by STEM educators with an instructor-to-child ratio of 
approximately 1:6, our program adheres to physical distancing 
guidelines with small groups, extra time outside, and cleaning 
protocols. Please note: masks are required.

Program offerings for grades 1-3 include: S.T.E.A.M. Camp, 
Science of Superheroes, and Animal Adventures. For grades 3-5: 
Ecosystem Explorers, and Fantastic Forces

ECHO has limited scholarship funds available for those 
requiring financial assistance to participate in our camps. 

Camps continued on page 7
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PM, Tuesday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Wednesday 10:00 AM – 8:00 
PM, Thursday 12:00 – 4:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM, 
and Saturday 12:00 – 2:00 PM. You may request anything from 
the Library’s holdings: books, audiobooks on CD or Playaway, 
DVDs, music CDs or magazines. Browse the catalog at rfl.kohavt.
org. Need help deciding? Just call or email us and we’ll be your 
“personal shoppers.” Remember that items are quarantined for 
seven days before circulating again. If you’ve returned an item 
and it still shows on your record, be patient, we’ll be checking 
it in soon.

Electric vehicle charging is available at the Library/Town 
Center Municipal Parking Lot. Anyone with an electric vehicle 
(EV) can take advantage of the Town’s new ChargePoint Charging 
Station, providing level-2 charging for up to two vehicles. Energy 
is provided “at cost,” and is equivalent to paying about $1.50/
gallon for a gas vehicle. Users can check if the chargers are in use 
on chargepoint.com or your favorite EV app.

Discover Between the Covers. Join Stacey Symanowicz 
(Huntington) and Rebecca Mueller (Richmond) for monthly 
book chats introducing readers to hidden gems and latest titles, 
on the third Wednesday of the month (April 21) at 1:30 PM, via 
Google Meet. Hosted by the Community Senior Center. Contact 
the library for the connection link.

Contact us at 434-3036 (leave a message after hours) or 
rfl@gmavt.net.

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 997, 
Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223; www.
richmondfreelibraryvt.org.

FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY
As part of our next phase in the library reopening, the library 

will send overdue notices on a regular schedule again. It has 
been several months since we contacted patrons about overdue 
materials through email and the postal service; this is another step 
toward normal library procedures. Please consider these notices 
as reminders to return any overdue materials to the library. Books 
and other items can be dropped off in the outside book return bin, 
or on the return cart at the curbside pickup table on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays between 3:00 – 7:00 PM. Also, if you would like to 
set up an appointment to come to the library for a 20-minute in-
person visit, feel free to bring your returns with you! If you have 
any questions about this, don’t hesitate to contact the library.

In other news, the library has tax forms available. We can also 
scan documents of any type easily to your USB thumb drive.

All programs are still virtual. Keep an eye on our Facebook 
page and website for any updates.

All events are free unless noted. Pre-registration required; 
please sign up at least one week before the program date. Contact 
802-849-2420 or libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

Youth Events
Thursday-Friday, April 15-16, 4:00 PM: Plastic Bottle 

Whirlygig Windchime. Make a simple, colorful decoration out 
of old plastic bottles! Pick up your materials at the library on 
Thursday, 3:00 – 7:00 PM, and watch the Facebook livestream on 
Friday at 4:00 PM. The video will remain available afterwards, 
so don’t worry if you miss it! Ages 6+ Please register!

Wednesdays, April 21, and 28, 4:00 PM: Kids’ Yoga with 
Jessica Turner. Join Jessica for weekly kids’ yoga classes! 
Classes continue until April 28. Sign up for the full eight weeks, 
or pick and choose the classes you want to attend! To sign up, go 
online to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kids-yoga-classes-with-
jessica-turner-tickets-141741664133. 

Marshmallow Peep Pageant. This month, get creative with 
some marshmallow peeps! Make scenes and build little worlds 
for them, make some art with them – just have fun! We will have 
both a physical display in the library as well as a virtual gallery 
online, so feel free to bring in your peep creations yourself, or 
send a picture of it to libraryfairfax@gmail.com. The cutoff for 
submissions is Thursday, April 29. Kids and adults welcome!

Adult Events
Saturday, April 24, 1:00 PM: Virtual Knitting Club. Relax and 

chat while working on your latest knitting or crochet project! If 
you would like some basic knitting materials, let us know and 
they will be provided at curbside pickup on Thursday, 3:00 – 
7:00 PM. Join the Zoom meeting on Saturday at 1 pm! Please 
register with libraryfairfax@gmail.com to receive the zoom link!

Thursday and Friday, April 22 and 23, 7:00 PM: Rag Rug. 
Give new life to your fabric scraps and learn how to make a rag 
rug! If you don’t currently have a stash of scrap fabric we can 
provide some! Pick up your materials at the library on Thursday, 
3:00 – 7:00 PM, and join the Zoom meeting on Friday at 7:00 
PM. Please register to receive the Zoom link!

Thursday, April 29, 6:30 – 8:00 PM: Virtual Book Club The 
Library Book Club. Spying on the South by Tony Horwitz. 
Weather permitting, we will meet outside at the library. To 
request a copy of the book for curbside pickup, contact the library 
at fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com or 849-2420. All are welcome!

For up-to-date info about programs, visit our website: www.
fairfaxvtlibrary.org, where you can also find a link to the 
interactive Google calendar.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:00 – 7:00 PM.
Fairfax Community Library, 75 Hunt St., Fairfax, VT 

05454; www.fairfaxvtlibrary.org, 802-849-2420. Call or email 
libraryprograms@fwsu.org.

BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
Our program offerings or changes are on our program calendar 

at https://brownelllibrary.org/events/calendar.
The library offers curbside service, Monday-Friday, 10:00 AM 

– 6:00 PM.
Place books, DVDs, etc. on hold at https://brownell.kohavt.

org/ by calling us at 802-878-6955, or emailing frontdesk@
brownelllibrary.org. Holds and email requests received by 5:00 
PM will be available for same-day pick-up. Phone-in requests 
received by 5:30 PM will also be available for same-day pick-up. 
We will call you when your request is ready.

Our book drop is open for returns. Because we are still 
encouraged to stay safe and stay home, all materials will be 
checked out to you for three weeks.

Contact us at frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org or 878-6955.
Brownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Contact Main 

Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
6957, or frontdesk@brownelllibrary.org.
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DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Deborah Rawson Memorial Library has gone back to curbside 

only. We will open again for appointments once we see COVID 
numbers declining.

Curbside hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 – 7:30 PM; 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:00 – 5:30 PM; and Saturdays, 11:00 
AM – 1:30 PM. You may place items on hold at https://drml.
bywatersolutions.com. You will receive an email or a phone call 
when your item is ready. Just let us know what day you would like 
to pick it up by calling 899-4962 or emailing rawsonlibrary@
drml.org. Items may be returned in the book drop any time. Items 
are quarantined up to a week before they are checked in. Our 
WiFi remains active and is accessible from the parking lot or 
other areas adjacent to the building. WiFi is available 24/7. A 
password is not needed to connect. Please be aware that our WiFi 
does not offer a secure connection.

Adult Programs
Unless otherwise noted, all programs are free and open to all, 

but registration is required. To register, please email program_
assistant@drml.org.

Mah Jongg: Monday, April 19, 1:00 PM, Zoom. Please join us 
as we explore the ancient Chinese tile game of winds, dragons, 
and number tiles. If you like Rummy-style card games, you’ll 
love Mah Jongg! We’ll be meeting on the free website MyJongg.
net, with a Zoom call allowing us to chat once again. All are 
welcome, no experience necessary! Registration required. A 
National Mah Jongg League 2020 card is required.

Deborah Rawson Book Lovers is always the second Tuesday 
of the month at 7:00 PM. For more information on how to join in, 
contact Christine@cstaffa.com.

Legislative Update: Tuesday, April 20, 6:00 PM, Zoom. Join 
your local representatives George Till and Trevor Squirrell for an 
update on the current legislative session. Registration required.

Weekly
Curbside Crafts (all ages) on Wednesdays. They will be put 

out with the curbside pickups starting Wednesday at 1:00 PM, 
and are first-come, first-served. If you would like a copy of the 
instruction sheet for a craft, please email youth_librarian@drml.
org. Crafts this month are egg carton critters, celebrating spring, 
leprechaun traps, and bunny ear headbands!

Zoom Story Time: Tuesdays at 10:30 AM (baby/preschool). 
Join Ms. Abbey for stories, songs, rhymes, and felt board fun, 
live-streamed right to your home! This will happen each Tuesday 
morning in April from 10:30 to about 11:00 AM. Call 899-4962 
or register for a meeting link at http://bit.ly/drmlyouth321.

Sign up for these great programs!
Graphic Novel Fan Club: Thursday, April 22, 4:00 PM (teens/

tweens). Get the scoop on the newest comics at the library, 
talk about your faves or suggest what we should get next, plus 
excellent drawing games! Join the Graphic Novel Fan Club 
today. Want comics anytime? Visit our elibrary web page to get 
set up with ComicsPlus and get access to thousands of comics 
online: https://www.drml.org/collections/elibrary/. Call 899-
4962 or register for a meeting link at http://bit.ly/drmlyouth321.

Among Us: Friday, April 16, 4:00 – 5:00 PM (teens/tweens). 
Join your friends and deduce who’s totally sus and who’s safe 
in a librarian-moderated online environment. The app is free 
on Android and iOS systems, or costs $5 for PC play through 
Steam. Call 899-4962 or register for a meeting link at http://bit.
ly/drmlyouth321.

Ongoing
Digitally browse new youth books at our website! Find what 

you want, place a hold and give us a call to let us know when you 
want to pick them up curbside.

Board Games – Looking for a screen-free family activity? 
Check out one of our brand new board games! Place a hold 
through the online catalog, or call the library to reserve one for 
your family game night. Here is a brief description of our games: 
Pictureka is a game of visual hide and seek. Catan is the classic 
game of collecting and trading resources to build settlements. 
Telestrations is kind of like Telephone and Pictionary had a 
hilarious baby. Lanterns is a beautiful, peaceful tile matching 
game. Codenames is a team based guessing game great for 
deductive reasoning. Check out our YouTube channel for video 
instructions on how to play these games: https://youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLmLG9hSKPW1d1s3dhORdnKlL5HT6iUmIu.

Beanstack Reading Challenges – Beanstack is a free and 
mobile-friendly reading tracker app with reaching challenges 
specially curated for you by Vermont librarians. Sign up today 
and get started on the Red Clover, Golden Dome, and Green 
Mountain book award reading challenges. Be on the look out for 
even more coming soon! Visit https://vermont.beanstack.org/ to 
get started.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten – You can jump into 
the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program at any 
time! Visit their website for reading logs or to get the app, 
https://1000booksbeforekindergarten.org/. When you’re ready, 
schedule a curbside pick up to get books. Have questions? Email 
youth_librarian@drml.org for more information.

Winter Citizen Science – Want to turn your curiosity into 
action? Check out this list of citizen science initiatives curated 
just for your winter fun! https://scistarter.org/list/1182

Contact information: email rawsonlibrary@drml.org; website 
www.drml.org; phone 802-899-4962.

JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY
We are open by appointment, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Tuesday-

Friday, and 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Saturday, and are still filling 
curbside pickup orders, so keep ’em coming! You can sign up 
for a 30-minute browsing session, submit a curbside request, 
and read more about our COVID-19 policies here: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html.

We do a very brief health screening at the door, including 
a temperature check with a contactless thermometer and 
a question about if you have left the state in the past 14 days 
and followed state-mandated quarantine policies. Masks and 6’ 
social distancing procedures are still absolutely required. You 
can read our full reopening plan on our website: https://www.
jerichotownlibraryvt.org/covid-19-policies.html. If you are sick, 
please stay home. If a family member is sick, please stay home. 
We are doing our part to keep the community safe, and we ask 
you to do the same.

We look forward to having everyone back and happy reading 
— Gretchen Wright, Director, Jericho Town Library

Library hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and 

Saturday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Please check our website and the 
notice boards outside of the library for updates. 

For more information on programs and library services, please 
visit our website www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org or call 899-4686.

VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE
If you haven’t checked us out on social media in a while, 

check in and get a preview of our new releases, hear about virtual 
events, links to book reviews and more. Follow us on Instagram 
@thevarnum and on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
thevarnum. You can also visit our website www.varnumlibrary.
org for our curbside hours and links to search our catalog.

Were you inspired by Amanda Gorman’s poem on Inauguration 
Day? We have copies of the poem, The Hill We Climb, available 
for pickup. They will be stored in our clear plastic container on 
the front porch.

The Varnum is continuing curbside pickup and printing 
services (.25/page): Monday, Tuesday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 
2:00 PM; Wednesday, 1:30 – 6:00 PM; Thursday, 11:00 AM – 
6:00 PM; and Saturday, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Please send your 
requests to varnumrequests@gmail.com. Please stay safe and let 
us know (644-2117) how we can help.

To view our catalog, please visit https://varnum.kohavt.
org/. When you find your selections, please send a request to 
varnumrequests@gmail.com.

If you are having difficulty with your Libby/Overdrive login, 
your credentials are your library patron card number (beginning 
with 2C1400...) and your pin number is your last name, all 
lowercase.

We have been trying to find ways to show more of our 
newer titles since library browsing is not an option at this 
time. If you follow this Facebook link, it should take you 
to a photo album with a bunch of newer materials we have 
available for checkout: https://www.facebook.com/media/
set/?vanity=thevarnum&set=a.3612772452092956. We will be 
updating this monthly, so please check back regularly.

If you would like to search our catalog, you can find it online 
at https://varnum.kohavt.org/. Please let us know how we can 
assist you by emailing us at varnumrequests@gmail.com or 
calling us at 644-2117.

The Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St., Jeffersonville, 
802-644-2117; thevarnum@gmail.com; www.varnumlibrary.org.

WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Westford Public Library has returned to a curbside-only 

service model. While our building is closed, we are taking 
the opportunity to make some infrastructure improvements to 
upgrade our air filtration from standard filters to HEPA filters, 
install a UV duct light to help with bacteria, viruses, mold, dust, 
and other allergens. These upgrades allow us to provide a safer 
environment for our patrons, now and for the future.

Bree on Books – New Adult Fiction Part I: https://youtu.
be/U4rdHupvsr4; New Adult Fiction Part II and Non-Fiction: 
https://youtu.be/uRfOGnTSJ0o; YA, Middle Grade and Kids: 
https://youtu.be/puWJzWNrdUU.

Westford Library and the Carpenter-Carse Library in Hinesburg 
have partnered with SURJ-BTV to offer a four-part series (one is 
now past) of online workshops based on David Campt’s White 
Ally Toolkit Workbook, which with associated materials teach 
aspiring white allies to have effective conversations about race. 
Each session focuses on one part of Campt’s method, with an 
emphasis on role-play practice. Classes are on Zoom on Sundays, 
6:00 – 8:00 PM: April 25 – Expand. Free and open to the public, 
wherever you live. Contact the library to borrow materials. To 
register and receive a Zoom link, contact surjburlington.vt@
gmail.com to let them know which sessions you will attend.

Curbside pickup of library materials is available on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 3:00 – 6:00 PM, Thursdays 10:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM, and Saturdays 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Order form 
(when needed) is on the website and the Facebook page, or email 
or call. We have added printing services to these curbside hours. 
Call the library for more information if you need something 
printed.

The Westford Food Shelf is now open twice a month, on the 
first Wednesday of each month, 4:30 – 5:30 PM, on the third 
Saturday (April 17), 8:00 – 9:00 AM. With increased openings, 
they need more inventory! The Westford Public Library will 
have food collection bins at all curbside pickups from now on. 
These bins are for non-perishable food and household items. The 
food shelf is especially in need of canned meats (tuna, chicken, 
ham etc.); bathroom tissue, paper towels, Kleenex; canned 
corn, creamed and whole; frozen entrees; breakfast meats; fresh 
fruit and vegetables; dairy, such as butter and cheese; pet food; 
laundry detergent; household and bathroom cleaners.

The library is doing a lot of virtual programming, available 
on YouTube. Search YouTube for “Westford Librarian” and 
subscribe to see all virtual story times and the popular “Bree on 
Books” series.

Enjoy another installment of Bree on Books – new adult 
fiction and non-fiction offerings: https://youtu.be/NSHbeyqkpV4. 
People have asked me why I talk so fast on these videos. It is 
because I use a recording software that has a five-minute time 
limit. Otherwise, I would talk for hours!

Virtual Early Literacy Story Time is fun for all ages and is 
posted every Thursday on YouTube, FPF, Facebook, and the 
website. Curbside Craft Kits available weekly, as a curbside 
order (see above).

The VT Department of Libraries, along with several state 
agencies and groups, has put together an online resource page: 
https://libraries.vermont.gov/services/children_and_teens/
homeschooling_resources.

Free Downloadable Ebooks and Audiobooks: Libby/
Overdrive, free with your library card. Don’t know your number, 
card expired, don’t have a card? No problem! Can all be done 
over email. Here are two helpful links:

• https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm
• https://help.overdrive.com/en-us/categories/getting-started.

htm
Like us on Facebook. Bree Drapa, Librarian. 878-5639; http://

westfordpubliclibrary.org; westfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com.
RICHMOND LIBRARY

Please note, there is lots of information on our website, https://
richmondfreelibraryvt.org, on homeschooling resources (on 
our home page), finding books and more, a long list of online 
resources, book clubs, and more.

Regular curbside pick-up hours are: Monday 10:00 AM – 4:00 



Mountain Gazette, April 15, 2021                                                    Page 7

Camps continued from page 5

Questions? Contact camps@echovermont.org.
For more information, go online to https://www.echovermont.

org/events-programs/camps/.

Hoops 101 basketball camp 
MMYBL is pleased to announce that MMU Boys Varsity Head 

Coach Dan Hamilton is hosting his “Hoops 101” co-ed camp for 
grades 4-8 this summer at MMU from Monday-Friday, June 28-
July 2. Camp sessions will run 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The cost 
is $135. Space is limited so register now to secure your player’s 
spot in this awesome camp.

More information is available at http://mmybl.org/site/.

Registration open for Part 2: 
the Early Years summer camp
Enrollment is now open for Part 2: The Early Years Summer 
Camp at Richmond Elementary School! We will offer six weeks 
of fun weekly themes, on-site water play, and lots of outdoor 
time! We will differentiate activities to gear them towards the 
different age groups’ interests and abilities. The children will be 
able to go on field trips throughout the summer.
There are flexible enrollment options to work with your summer 
plans. For more information, please visit our website (www.
parttwokids.com) or contact Joanne, joanne@part2kids.com.

YMCA camp registration is open
We are excited for summer, are you? Have your kids join us 

at camp locations in Burlington, North Hero, Underhill, Georgia, 
Waterbury, and Fletcher.

• Burlington – three day camps, each with eight one-week 
sessions, for ages post-K to age 12, ages 8-14 (girls and gender 
non-conforming), and ages 8-14 co-ed;

• North Hero – Camp Abenaki, tech-free overnight and day 
camp for boys;

• Underhill, Georgia, Waterbury, Fletcher – Camp Koda, 
post-K to age 12, with three- and five-day options.

The Y offers financial assistance to qualifying families. For 
more information, visit www.gbymca.org/camp.

Congratulations Bree Drapa, 
Westford Librarian

By Pat Hechmer, Westford Library Trustee Chair
Please join the Trustees of Westford Library in congratulating 

our library director, Bree Drapa. Bree is one of 30 librarians 
nationwide selected by the Association of Rural and Small 
Libraries to join their Outstanding in Their Field Leadership 
Institute. This 18-month program will deepen professional 
skills through a series of residential, online, and conference 
experiences. The program is designed to develop strong rural 
and small library leaders, give them tools to strengthen the 
communities they serve, and empower them to add their voices 
to national conversations about libraries.

Bree’s initiatives have frequently been recognized by 
invitations to present at state and national workshops. Take a 
moment to congratulate Bree on her latest honor and for all she 
does to make Westford library a vital part of our community.

JTL bringing WiFi 
to the Town Green

By Gretchen Wright
Director, Jericho Town Library

Jericho Town Library has an exciting announcement: we are 
thrilled to tell you that our Wifi network now extends throughout 
the Town Green! Thanks to a collaboration with Information 
Technology Disaster Relief Center, you can now access the 
Internet from anywhere on the Town Green. The network 
originates from our building, so the closer you are to the library 
(and the fewer trees in the way), the stronger your signal will 
be. The network is named projectConnect, there is no password 
necessary, and it will be available 24/7. We hope this helps our 
community be able to stay connected!

Information Technology Disaster Relief Center (ITDRC) 
is a non-profit that provides communities with the technical 
resources necessary to continue operations and begin recovery 
after a disaster. In response to COVID-19, ITDRC established 
projectConnect: a nationwide initiative to provide free 
community Wifi installations to connect students and families 
to the Internet, especially those living in rural and underserved 
communities. They have installed Wifi hotspots at many Vermont 
locations over the past couple weeks, and we are so grateful that 
they were able to come to Jericho Center.

Jericho Town Library continues to be open by appointment, 
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Tuesday-Friday and 10:00 AM – 2:00 
PM Saturday. We love having visitors back in the library! If 
you can’t make it in-person, you can also request books for a 
curbside pickup. You can sign up for a browsing session or make 
a curbside order online at https://www.jerichotownlibraryvt.org/
covid-19-policies.html. We hope everyone is staying healthy and 
enjoying this sunshine!

Christy Liddy resigns 
from Varnum Library director

Hello, friends and neighbors.
I have been waiting for the board to post this news, but I think 

enough time has passed that I’m going to have to let you know 
myself: I resigned as director of the Varnum Memorial Library 
on Monday, March 22. The library staff are experiencing issues 
common to our current pandemic climate: personal loss and 
tragedy, health issues, loss of childcare and support systems, and 
the general COVID fatigue we all continue to feel with social 
distancing for the past year.

I did not make this decision easily; I have worked in multiple 

libraries: as a volunteer, an intern, serving on a different board of 
trustees, a librarian, a director, and even organizing an English 
language library for a school in rural Kyrgyzstan. Librarianship 
is my calling and it is work I consider valuable in order to have a 
vibrant, thriving, supported community. Librarians protect your 
access to information and it is sometimes a misunderstood field; 
we do not just serve you your latest read; we offer community 
and educational programming, assistance with technical issues, 
and yes, we have plenty to say about book recommendations. 
With a thriving library, a community is stronger. It affects your 
property values and is one of the only places you can be in 
without the expectation to buy something. In Cambridge, it is 
also the only bathroom available to the public.

But without proper childcare and the precariousness of the 
pandemic, it was no longer a tenable environment for me.

To the library staff that is left: my generous and kindest mentor, 
Linda Cannon-Huffman; one of the best youth services librarians 
I’ve ever met, Cari Varner; the ever-curious, always supportive, 
Patty Genadio; our beloved poet and story time staple, LN: you 
are wonderful librarians and I hope this community sees you for 
who you are and the level of competency you all carry in your 
professional positions. I have so much gratitude for working with 
all of you: all of what you do continues to be impactful in the 
community and my life. For that and all of you, I give thanks.

I would also like to thank our ever-faithful and kind volunteers: 
Pat DeLang, Deb Krempecke, and Karen Smith, for always 
having the library’s back. We see you and appreciate all you have 
done for the library and this community.

Thank you for a good run.
With warmth, Christy Robertson Liddy

Thank you to Christy Liddy!
The long-time librarians and volunteers of the Varnum 

Memorial Library want to offer a heartfelt thank you to the director 
of the past six years, Christy Liddy. Christy has succeeded in 
cementing the library as the home of our community, offering 
an open and friendly place welcoming to everyone. She has 
led in the creation of a state-wide reputation for excellence in 
programming and our graphic novel collection. She has vastly 
expanded the Interlibrary Loan Program, brought in international 
musical guests, highlighted local artists, created a BIPOC (Black, 
Indigenous and People of Color) collection and collaborations 
across the region. She has done so with heart and spirit, and we 
wish her the best of luck in future endeavors. She will be missed.

Sincerely,
LN Bethea, Linda Cannon-Huffman, Pat DeLang, Patty 

Genadio, Deb Krempecke, Karen Smith, and Cari Varner

Varnum Library... a lifeline!
By Jean Jenkauskas, Jeffersonville

Like many, I’m reflecting on this past year and how all our 
lives have been upended. There’s no shortage of appreciation to 
all of those who have made the going smoother for everyone, i.e., 
our local food people, health care workers, post office employees, 
scientists and educators, community volunteers, etc., etc. At the 
top of that list as well is our Varnum Library.

Early last year, I appreciated the decision to close VML in 
the interest of safety for all. Nonetheless, “what do I do now?!” 
without all those beloved books to read was more than a bit of a 
jolt. I’m fortunate, given the type of work I do, to already be used 
to a fair degree of isolation, but the thought of being cut off from 
books was a tough one. So, soon after, I appreciated even more 
how VML personnel figured-something-out.

“Varnum Requests” quickly became much more than access 
to the contents of a white clapboard building on Main Street. 
Exploring and using the KOHA website required scaling a 

learning curve. What a benefit this turned out to be! For far too 
long, I’d always been one of those patrons zooming in to what 
I call the “grab-and-go” shelf, and, zooming back out. Now, if I 
wanted books, I had to slow down. I quickly realized that, even 
though VML’s door might be closed for the time being, many 
many more were opening as a result. All I had to do was look 
more deeply.

One thing led to another and I found myself requesting books I 
would previously have passed by (if I even bothered to learn that 
they existed in the first place). I feel this has changed me over 
the past year, particularly with regard to issues such as racism, 
history, democracy, etc., and has inspired me to keep digging.

The Varnum expands my horizons, yet also helps keep me 
“grounded” with the many lighter reads they offer. (This LOL 
loves children’s books!) A particularly good “read” they procured 
last year was the firewood tester – I sleep better now, knowing for 
sure that I’m burning dry wood!

“Your books are ready” appearing in the inbox is always 
an email that makes me jump for joy, and heading out for the 
curbside pickup is like Christmas-come-early, every time. That 
joy in little things, when these are needed the most… only, this 
one isn’t so little. For me, it’s a lifeline.

Thanks VML!
P.S. When curbside pickup first started last year, I remember 

Christy offering to pick out batches of books for us. Desperate for 
books, I promptly (and a bit guiltily) took her up on this. What 
a spot-on job she (and whoever else) did with her choices for 
me. To me, this was a prime example of the personal interest the 
Varnum staff has always had for its patrons.

Varnum Memorial Library - 
Committees Meeting

The Varnum Memorial Library Board of Directors would 
like to invite members of our community to an open meeting on 
Thursday, April 22, 6:30 PM, where we will discuss committee 
volunteer opportunities with the library.

Historically, the library has been supported by members of the 
Town of Cambridge through various committees created by the 
CCLA. Below is more information on the groups and their focus 
areas:

Building Committee: This committee is composed of members 
of the Corporation, vice president, and nonmember volunteers 
with an interest in facilities management.

Finance Committee: This committee is composed of members 
of the Corporation, the president, and the treasurer to create 
financial procedures to maintain a financial system to ensure 
checks and balances to be approved by the board.

Publicity Committee: This committee is composed of members 
of the Corporation, vice president, and nonmember volunteers 
with an interest in promoting events and other news relevant to 
the Varnum Memorial Library.

Programs Committee: This committee is composed of 
members of the Corporation and nonmember volunteers to 
identify, organize, and present activities for the public and the 
Corporation.

Fundraising Committee: This committee is composed of 
members of the Corporation and nonmember volunteers to raise 
funds and in kind donations to support the library.

If you are interested in joining us on April 22, or learning more 
about volunteer opportunities with the Varnum Memorial Library, 
please email our Board of Directors at varnumboardofdirectors@
gmail.com. We are looking forward to engaging with our 
community in support of the library!

With gratitude: Wanda Cochran, Courtney Hale, Krista Huling, 
Michael Moser, Carol Plante, Jayson Rivard, Jan Schilling, and 
April Tuck

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LIBRARY NEWS

Gratitude for Martha’s service 
to the community
To the Editor,

I would like to make everyone aware that Martha Heath has 
decided not to seek reelection for the position on the EWSD 
School Board. Having served with her many years on the 
Westford School Board and the EWSD board, I would like 
to give her a big thanks for the years of service that she has 
provided to the Westford community. Not only did she serve on 
the school board, but she also was a member of the VT House 
of Representatives representing Westford and Essex. Throughout 
her tenure as a school board member, she always insured that the 
students came first in order to insure that they received the best 
education.

Thank you for your years of service to our community and 
dedication.

Andre and Becky Roy
Westford

Candidacy for Cambridge 
Select Board
To the Editor,

Hello. My name is Jeff Coslett and I am announcing my 
candidacy for the open Select Board seat for the Town of 
Cambridge.

Since moving to Cambridge in 2003 with my wife and two 
boys, I have been involved in a number of ways with the town. 
This involvement has helped to prepare me for service on the 
Select Board. This includes: 2006-2012: Cambridge Elementary 
School Board, which included serving as a representative to 
the Lamoille North Supervisory Union Board and with teacher 
union contract negotiations; 2013-2019: Cambridge Economic 
Development Advisory Committee, including three years as 
the chair; 2015-present: currently serving on the Cambridge 
Development Review Board; 2018: served on the search 
committee for the first Cambridge Town Administrator; present: 
currently serving on the second search committee for a Town 
Administrator. In serving on the two Town Administrator search 
committees, I have been able to work with all of the existing 
Select Board members.

In addition to my community involvement, my professional 
background and experience prepares me for service on the Select 
Board. During my career I have been an agricultural, business, 

and residential lender. This experience helps me to understand 
the challenges and opportunities of our farmers and small 
business owners, as well and the aspirations of home ownership 
for those in our community. I have also worked for a not-for-
profit social service agency as the operations officer, responsible 
for among other things grant writing and grant administration. I 
am currently the Chief Administrative Officer for Union Bank. 
In this role, I am responsible for the Human Resources function, 
oversee the Branch Operations, and am involved with budgeting 
and strategic planning for the bank, among other responsibilities. 
Throughout my career, financial management has been a central 
area of responsibility.

I welcome anyone to contact me if you wish to discuss 
my candidacy further. There will also be a virtual “Meet the 
Candidates” event on Wednesday, April 21 at 7:00 PM. The link 
to this meeting will be sent out by the Town Office.

I ask for your support and your vote at the special election 
on Tuesday, May 11, 2021. The vote will be held by Australian 
ballot at the Cambridge Elementary School gymnasium between 
7:00 AM – 7:00 PM. Please remember you are also able to vote 
by mail. To do so and to request a ballot, please contact the 
Cambridge Town Office by phone at 802-644-2251, by email at 
clerk@CambridgeVT.org, or by visiting My Voter Page at www.

Letters continued on page 8
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LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

From the State Senate
By Rich Westman, State Senator, Lamoille District

March 28
Congress passed its latest major COVID-19 relief package 

on Wednesday, March 10. Here’s a link to information about 
the federal bill: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/
house-bill/1319. It was signed into law by the President on 
Thursday, March 11. It comes nearly a year to the day after 
the first COVID-19 stay-at-home orders came and Vermont’s 
own State of Emergency. Our last “full day” of the Vermont 
Legislature seated in person at the Statehouse was on March 13 
of last year. The past year has been almost unimaginable.

Without the federal aid we’ve received it would have been 
nearly impossible to have conducted state business and to have 
constructed budgets. The aid has helped us all – businesses, 
individuals, and the state. This latest $1.9 trillion national 
spending package (possibly the last big COVID package) will, 
it’s estimated, send Vermont around $1.3 billion.

We need to use this money to make wise investments. If this 
is the last federal help of its kind, next year we will be settling 
into what will be a “new normal.” Vermont may have low 
unemployment numbers and more revenues than we expected 
in the middle of the COVID pandemic, but we still have less 
people working than we did before COVID and less business 
than we did before it started. If we’re smart, this latest federal 
bill is a one-time shot that can help us build for the future. That 
means building infrastructure and doing projects that will have a 
lasting positive effect. But this is not going to be money to build 
ongoing state and local budget expenditures on… The guidance 
thus far from the federal agencies suggests that this money needs 
to be used to deal with “the public health emergency with respect 
to the Coronavirus Disease or its negative economic impacts” 
that it has created. The federal guidance says specifically that 
this money cannot be used to “reduce any tax” or “for deposit 
into any pension fund.”

It’s my hope that we can use the money to stabilize our state 
colleges and support individuals that need workforce training 
related to the new normal that COVID has created. I also hope this 
new money allows us to build for the future. Smart infrastructure 
like broadband has the potential to support economic growth. 
As electricity did for rural America in the 1930s, broadband is 
an important tool for people and businesses as they grow the 
economy. Smart infrastructure projects that came out of the 
1930s like for example many of our hiking trails built by the 
CCC and rural electrification, serve us well today. We’re going 
to need to be smart about this opportunity and build something 
lasting for the future.

Senate update: help is here, 
with more on the way!

By Kesha Ram, State Senator, Chittenden District
March 30
Help is here, and more is on the way. Vermont has received 

billions of dollars in direct support to families and businesses, 
including recent stimulus checks, child care tax credits, 
additional grants and loans, and health care subsidies for older 
Vermonters. This is now bolstered by $285 million in additional 
federal aid to schools, $194 million to municipalities, $100 
million for infrastructure and broadband, and $1.3 billion to state 
government.

Add to this the increase in vaccine doses, with all Vermonters 
50 and older currently eligible to make an appointment. Today, 
the Administration announced that all BIPOC Vermonters age 16 
and older are considered high risk and therefore eligible for the 
vaccine by this Thursday (April 1). You can get more information 
and register in advance of your vaccine eligibility date here: 
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/getting-covid-
19-vaccine.

I am still seeking clarity on the vaccination rollout for 
incarcerated Vermonters alongside Senate Pro Tem Becca Balint, 
Chittenden County State’s Attorney Sarah George, the NAACP 
chapters, and other advocates.

Last week, the State Senate unanimously passed a bill getting 
$100 million out to Vermonters to continue building back a better 
Vermont. This bill will fund summer meals and programs for 
youth, advance increased nursing staff in our nursing homes for 
our elders, expand broadband and connectivity access through 
subsidies and improved infrastructure, provide college courses 
to recent high school graduates, and much more.

There are additional transformative investments I am pushing 
for, especially with our incoming federal dollars, that I hope 
we pass to provide targeted support to Vermonters. First, we 
have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to increase service 
opportunities with new AmeriCorps funding. I am seeking 
to advance a Green Rural Force program that would invest in 
place-based environmental service for low-income Vermonters, 
Vermonters of color, and Vermonters living in more isolated 
communities like mobile home parks.

We also need to recognize that such a large infusion of 
dollars requires greater study, planning, intergovernmental 
communication, and engagement to help absorb these dollars 
deeply into our most vulnerable and distressed communities. 

In order for us to know the value and impact of our one-time 
investments, we need greater data collection and shared indicators 
of progress. I am working on a bicameral effort with colleagues 
like Reps. Tiff Bluemle and Gabrielle Stebbins to advance a State 
Planning Office, as Vermont is a bit of an outlier in not having 
this connective tissue at the center of state government.

Speaking of investing in our economy, the Senate has now 
advanced S.10, a major unemployment bill. It provides permanent 
relief to businesses for this year’s unemployment rate schedule, 
removing that amount owed from the Unemployment Insurance 
(UI) Trust Fund. It also adds a five-year dependent benefit of 
$50 per week for unemployed Vermonters with children under 
18 years. This pandemic has hit women and children particularly 
hard, and this is a critical change in line with many other states to 
provide additional relief for families in need.

Finally, I spent the morning outside of CVU with our hard-
working educators calling on the legislature to slow down 
consideration of pension changes and bring all stakeholders to 
the table in a transparent process. We must have humanity for 
our educators and state employees who are working in tough 
jobs made tougher by the uncertainty of the pandemic. They have 
been there for all of us, and I plan to be there for them.

P.S. In case you missed it, this is a great piece on the contributions 
of Rep. Louvenia Dorsey Bright of South Burlington: https://
www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2021/03/29/louvenia-
dorsey-bright-legacy-spurs-leadership-institute-bipoc-vermont-
politicians/6879921002/. We are honored that she is the namesake 
for our new Bright Leadership Institute to help advance emerging 
BIPOC leaders in Vermont.

Pensions conversations
By Lucy Rogers, State Representative, Lamoille-3

April 2
The VT Legislature is working to make Vermont’s public 

pensions system viable into the future, so that teachers and state 
employees can have confidence that the money will not run 
out. I am seeking to hear from as many constituents as possible 
during this process. If you are a teacher, a state employee, a 
taxpayer, or anyone impacted by how we budget state money, I 
would welcome the opportunity to speak with you. Please pick 
a time to talk here: https://calendly.com/lucyrogersvt/pensions-
conversations?month=2021-03. You are invited to sign up 
to share your ideas and proposals, or simply to have a casual 
conversation.

Since the Treasurer’s January report was released 
recommending changes to the pensions system, I have been 
corresponding with impacted constituents, researching the 
history and financial status of VT’s pensions, and listening to 
the testimony, public hearings, presentations, and fiscal analysis 
available to the legislature.

The teachers’ and state employees’ pensions, along with 
Other Post Employee Benefits, currently have $5.6 billion 
of unfunded liability. To put this number into perspective, the 
State of Vermont Budget for FY’19 (the last budget before the 
pandemic) was $6.1 billion. This unfunded liability is due to a 
combination of state underfunding of pensions decades ago, the 
impact of the Great Recession, investments not meeting their 
predicted growth, and demographic changes impacting numbers 
of workers and retirees. The state’s underfunding, which took 
place predominantly in the 1990s, totaled $172 million; when 
the missed returns on these investments are factored in, state 
underfunding accounts for between one-third and half of the 
total unfunded liability today. In an attempt to make up that 
unfunded liability, the state has invested additional money above 
our baseline obligations each year since 2007; in the most recent 
fiscal year, 13% of VT’s entire General Fund went to teacher and 
state employee retirement benefits.

I am particularly seeking feedback on the proposal currently 
under discussion in the House Government Operations 
Committee. This proposal will continue to change as we hear 
additional testimony and feedback from our constituents. In its 
current form, it includes:

• an additional $150 million investment to the pensions in one-
time money, contingent upon accompanying reform this year;

• payment of the normal retirement costs for FY’22, which is 
just over $300 million, for a total investment into pensions and 
retirement benefits this year of $450 million+;

• no changes for current retirees or those within five years of 
normal retirement;

• plan changes for all other active teachers and state employees, 
which may include: increased employee contributions; risk (and 
reward) sharing; age-based retirement; modifications of COLA; 
increased vesting period; and other factors that collectively 
reduce liabilities by an estimated $500 million;

• significant and improved restructure of system governance 
with the creation of a Vermont Retirement Commission, 
incorporating increased professional financial expertise, less 
political decision-making, and greater transparency into how 
investment decisions are made.

I look forward to many discussions over the coming days 
and weeks. Your feedback is essential to helping me elevate 
the thoughts and needs of this community in the statewide 
conversations on pensions; thank you!

Taking responsibility, acting 
responsibly

By Alyssa Black, State Representative, Chittenden-8-3
April 5
I’ve spent an awful lot of time this week thinking about politics 

and frankly, it’s been pretty dispiriting. We started our week with 
HR2, a resolution apologizing for the General Assembly’s role 
and expressing sorrow and regret to all individual Vermonters 
and their families and descendants who were harmed as a result 
of state-sanctioned eugenics policies and practices.

Ninety years ago on March 31, 1931, Vermont signed into law 
“An Act for Human Betterment by Voluntary Sterilization” for 
the purpose of eliminating from the future genetic pool, persons 
deemed “unfit” to procreate. The bill was the culmination of 
UVM zoology professor Henry Perkins’ research. In 1925, 
he established and directed a Eugenics Survey to measure 
“delinquency, dependency, and deficiencies” in order to preserve 
“old pioneer stock.”

Perkins and his team compiled files on thousands of 
Vermonters, collaborating with state and municipal officials and 
the Vermont Department of Welfare, that resulted in children 
being removed, individuals institutionalized and incarcerated, 
family connections severed, and hundreds being sterilized. His 
surveys targeted Vermonters of Native American Indian heritage, 
including French-Indian and Abenaki families, persons of mixed 
ethnicity and of French-Canadian heritage, as well as the poor 
and persons with disabilities, among others.

This Resolution was first introduced in 2009, and now 12 
years later we are finally apologizing. I can’t know the reasons 
why legislators 90 years ago justified this, or why it has taken 12 
years for an apology to finally come to the House floor, but I will 
bet politics has a lot to do with it.

And now, here we are at the same time working to save the 
Vermont public pensions system. On its present course it will 
likely fail, leaving thousands of teachers and state employees 
without retirement savings. Because we have an influx of federal 
dollars we have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make a 
sizable investment along with structural changes – to ensure that 
there is a pension system in the future.

There are many reasons why we find ourselves in this situation. 
Years of underfunding a generation ago, as well as circumstances 
largely beyond the State’s control, have led to this crisis. An aging 
population with increased retirements; lower than anticipated 
investment returns occurring, in part, due to the great recession; 
and changes in actuarial assumptions including a reduced rate 
of return. Public pension investment decisions are made by an 
independent board (VPIC) with employee representatives, the 
Treasurer, and Administration appointees. There is currently no 
requirement that the VPIC members have professional financial 
expertise!

Yet as we’ve tried to take steps to address this crisis, politics 
has gotten in the way and there is an incredible amount of 
misinformation and blame going around. Here are a couple 
“sound bites” that I hear that I want to address.

“The State created this problem by underfunding, so the State 
needs to fix it.” While historically there was some underfunding 
by the State of Vermont (15-30 years ago), in the last decade-
plus, the State has contributed faithfully every year to pay down 
the unfunded liabilities. Even after paying nearly $1 billion into 
the pension systems over the last five years, the gap continues to 
grow. 13% of General Fund dollars currently go to paying this 
liability. The “State” is all of us, it’s our tax dollars. When the 
underfunding occurred, it was to pay for things like health care, 
our state colleges, corrections, natural resources, and community 
and economic development, without raising taxes. Today, $300 
million will not go to those same essential programs, because 
instead it goes to pay for the unfunded liability.

“Why not transition to a defined contribution plan?” We are 
acting now to save the defined benefit model for public pensions 
because, when properly designed and managed, this is the most 
affordable way to provide secure income in retirement, income 
that is an economic driver for the state as a whole. A defined 
benefit plan allows us to attract and retain high quality educators 
and state employees, and transitioning to a defined contribution 
plan does nothing to address the unfunded liability.

What has frustrated me most this week is the politics that are 
being played. It’s really easy to make statements about supporting 
teachers and state employees, and yet have no solutions. The real 
support that our hardworking teachers and state employees need, 
is doing the work to fix it. Even if it makes you unpopular.

I apologized this week for legislators that 90 years ago made 
horrific, politically motivated policies that destroyed people’s 
lives. I will work to ensure that no future legislator will need to 
apologize for me.

If you would like to talk more on pensions or any other issue, 
feel free to contact me at 802-598-1026 or ABlack@leg.state.
vt.us.

ART / MUSIC / THEATER

Robert Brunelle at Gruppe Gallery
Seventh-generation Vermonter and Jericho resident Robert 

Waldo Brunelle, Jr. is currently showing his recent works in 
acrylics at the Emile A Gruppe Gallery in Jericho. Scenes of 
everyday life, vintage hot rods, and architectural drawings 
highlighted by dramatic use of light and shadow convey a sense 
of loneliness and isolation and are reminiscent of an older era 
characterized by the artist Edward Hopper (1882-1967).

Also on display is a working example of Brunelle’s kinetic 
sculpture and posters of his cartoon strip Mr. Brunelle Explains 
It All.

The show will hang through Sunday, April 25.
If you would like to meet the artist, Brunelle will be in-house 

on Saturdays-Sundays, April 17-18 and 24-25, 1:00 – 3:00 PM. 
Please wear masks and observe social distancing. The Gallery is 
located at 22 Barber Farm Road; www.emilegruppegallery.com

Poetry Without Tears: a workshop 
with poet Verandah Porche

On Friday, April 23, 7:00 PM, Guilford poet Verandah Porche 
will lead Poetry Without Tears, a free, virtual interactive poetry 
workshop organized by the Children’s Literacy Foundation 
(CLiF). The workshop is open to teens and adults. You can sign up 
at www.clifonline.org. Since the fall, CLiF has been offering adult 
programs and book discussions with local authors, in addition to 
its children’s programming. In honor of National Poetry Month 
in April, this session will celebrate poetry and encourage writers 
of all levels to create their own poems. Poetry Without Tears will 
be a safe space to write a first poem or sharpen skills. Verandah 
will share her poems and talk about finding beauty in our own 
language. Participants will create a collaborative poem where 
each person adds a few lines. Verandah will offer a prompt for 
inspiration and we’ll write for five to ten minutes. Those who 
wish to can share their work.

Vermont Youth Dancers 
is back with As You Are
Vermont Youth Dancers presents As You Are, The Story of Belle 
and the Beast, a dance theatre production of the classic fairy 
tale. They will be at Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center in 
Stowe with a small in-person audience on Sunday, May 30, with 
unlimited simultaneous live stream tickets for sale for both shows 
at 12:30 and 6:30 PM. A selfish young prince and his castle staff 
fall under a spell of a mysterious enchantress, who turns him into 
a frightful beast until he can learn to love and be loved in return. 
The misunderstood and determined Belle may be their only hope, 
as she takes her mother’s place as prisoner at the castle. But time 
is running out… Will the spell be broken? This wonderful story 
of community, sacrifice, and identity is told by VYD through 
exciting hip hop and poignant lyrical choreography, along with 
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Legislative Apportionment Board, a tri-partisan group of seven 
citizens. The Board then makes its recommendations to the 
Legislature, which will have the final say on the new map before 
it goes into effect for the 2022 election cycle.

Our work is being challenged by the delayed release of the 
final U.S. Census figures.

Reapportionment in Vermont has worked this way since the 
mid-1960s. Prior to then, Vermont’s House and Senate districts 
were dramatically different – in fact, until 1836 the state had 
only a House of Representatives (no Senate), to which each 
town sent one representative. The inequities of this arrangement 
were not lost on the larger towns, and in 1836 Vermont’s 
30-member Senate was created – with county-based districts and 
representation more directly connected to population – a partial 
solution.

By 1960, the 246-member House was perhaps the most 
disparately apportioned legislative body in the nation. For 
example, the smallest town at the time – Stratton – had 38 
residents, while the largest – Burlington – had 35,351, yet they 
each had one representative in the House! A majority of the 
House members represented towns that together accounted for 
just 11.8% of the state’s population.

The transition to the population-based House and Senate 
districts we have today is a direct result of landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions that for the first-time extended equal-
protection principles from the 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution to state legislative districts. These decisions (and 
decisions of the federal trial court in Vermont) led directly to the 
1965 reapportionment of Vermont’s House and Senate districts, 
and the establishment of the Legislative Apportionment Board.

While reapportionment largely focuses on population, 
Vermont law contemplates districts that conform to existing 
municipal and county boundary lines. There are additional 
statutory requirements as well, such as geographic compactness 
and contiguity. Taken together, there are many factors to balance.

We want this to be the beginning of a continuing statewide 
dialogue, and will follow up with posts on specific issues and 
topics. You can learn more about the Board and the apportionment 
process on the Board’s website (https://sos.vermont.gov/
apportionment-board/), and find meeting schedules and Zoom 
links to watch our meetings in real time or in recorded version. 
You can contribute comments and share ideas during meetings, 
or by email to members of the Board (email addresses are on the 
website).

The Legislative Apportionment Board members are:
Thomas A. Little, Chair, Shelburne
Edward Adrian, Burlington
Jeanne Albert, Lincoln
Jeremy Hansen, Berlin
Mary Houghton, Putney
Thomas Koch, Barre
Robert Roper, Stowe
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We have room for your ad.
Call Brenda Boutin at 453-6354 

for more information 
or email mtngazette@gmavt.net

Salamanders and frogs  
on the move

By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV
If you’d like to learn more about local creatures on the move 

at night right now, check out this recent presentation called 
“Huntington Herpetology” by Cynthia Sprague. Link: https://
archive.org/details/cschuntington-herpetology-03242021.

Sprague offers a virtual presentation on the life cycle and 
habits of local salamanders and frogs, with advice on how to 
identify them and help them survive during spring movements, 
while helping the VT Reptile & Amphibian Atlas. There are ideas 
on how to get children involved in learning and exploring with 
a flashlight.

The event was hosted online by the Community Senior Center 
of Bolton, Huntington, and Richmond. Find more CSC talks 
(including talks on gardening by Paul Feenan of High Mowing 
Seeds, and spring/summer bulbs and dahlias tips by Kathlyn 
LaLiberte) at http://mtmansfieldctv.org/community-senior-
center-videos/.

Days added to schedule 
at CSWD Essex, Richmond

All seven Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) Drop-Off 
Centers are open to the public, with newly open days recently 
added to the Essex and Richmond locations. There have been 
many changes, so please visit the website https://cswd.net/
chittenden-county-solid-waste-facilities/drop-off-centers/ 
BEFORE you go. The website provides full details for each 
location, including materials, quantities, and vehicles accepted 
(this may vary by location), hours of operation, fees, and 
guidelines for ensuring your visit is safe and efficient.

All locations are open 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM:
Essex (218 Colchester Rd., Essex) is open Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday; closed Monday and 
Sunday.

Richmond (80 Rogers Lane, Richmond) is open Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday; closed Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

Please remember that COVID-19 precautions are still in place: 
all customers and visitors should wear face coverings and stay 
six feet apart.

myp.vermont.gov. Please note, you must request a ballot if you 
wish to vote by mail. Ballots will not be automatically sent out 
to registered voters.

Thank you kindly.
Jeff Coslett, Jeffersonville

Opposes S.15; bill 
would mail ballots to all voters
To the Editor,

I am writing this letter to express my opposition to S.15 in 
Montpelier that will go to the House next for a vote.

This bill ensures that all voters will receive a ballot in the mail.
My humble opinion is that ballots should be only mailed out 

upon request.
I urge voters to watch a 10-minute video provided by the Ethan 

Allen Institute that shows mail ballot fraud and how many Town 
Clerks have testified that there are no real safeguards to check on 
many elements of voter fraud in a timely manner.

The video also shows Secretary of State Jim Condos with a 
deer in the headlights look and no real answer when presented 
evidence of ballots harvested in Middlebury and offering any 
safeguards against this!?

Plus, keep in mind that thousands of dollars are wasted on 
the tens of thousands of ballots that will be mailed out and just 
discarded by those voting in person. Any potential of these 
unused ballots falling into the wrong hands!?

This is not trying to limit or making it harder to vote, it is about 
keeping the integrity of the voting process!

Please contact George Till and Trevor Squirrel and tell them to 
oppose S.15 and not just follow the Party line!

Robert (Bob) Devost, Jericho

Reasons to oppose 
the new bottle bill, H.175
To the Editor,

I’ve been watching the work of the legislature closely this 
year as a business owner concerned with the economic toll the 
pandemic has taken on our state. The majority of the legislature’s 
work this year has revolved around the pandemic and offering 
economic relief to Vermonters. There is real and justified 
concern in the legislature over how deep the economic impacts 
have been and will continue to be on individuals and businesses 
and I applaud them on their work to help our state recover. But 
unfortunately, that’s not the entire story of the 2021 legislative 
session. There is also a proposal rapidly making its way through 
the legislature that would make Vermont more expensive and 
negatively impact our economy.

H.175 is an expanded version of the so-called “bottle bill”. 
The original bottle bill, passed in 1972, was designed to keep 
litter off our roads and out of our scenic pastures. The bottle 
bill incentivized people to bring recycling back to retailers by 
charging them and then refunding them a 5-cent deposit. And 
it worked. But that was 1972. Vermont didn’t have a recycling 
system set up as we do today.

Today, our recycling system is easy and accessible for all. 
Today, most Vermonters put their bottles into our recycling 

system. In fact, we have one of the highest recycling rates in the 
nation. Expanding an antiquated, out of date bottle bill that will 
only make it more expensive for consumers to buy products and 
recycle is not only tone deaf but appears to be a solution in search 
of a problem.

At a time when Vermonters are already struggling to make 
ends meet, this new and expanded bottle bill would impose a 5 
cent deposit on lots of beverages that consumers pay no deposit 
on now like water, sports drinks, and fruit juice. The cost of a 
case of water for example could increase by $1.20 for the deposit 
alone. Let me ask you: Does this seem like the right time to be 
increasing the cost to Vermonters at the grocery store?

And not only will consumers pay more, but they could have 
fewer choices of products to choose from. Manufacturers based 
out of state and overseas may very well choose not to label 
products specifically for Vermont’s small market and choose to 
simply not supply their products to the Vermont market. I sell a 
number of products in my store. Will Gatorade really create a 
special label just for the Vermont market? In all likelihood, no. 
The cost wouldn’t be worth it to them and they could instead 
choose to not sell their products in Vermont. The end result? 
Higher costs and less choice for consumers.

What’s more, consumers will also pay more when they go to 
recycle. By taking the most valuable materials, such as aluminum 
and plastic, out of the single source/curbside recycling system 
and placing them into an expensive system like the bottle bill 
threatens our recycling system and increases the cost of recycling 
for every consumer. So, let me ask again: Does this seem like 
the right time to be increasing the cost to Vermonters at both the 
cash register and for the cost of recycling? With no benefit to the 
environment and only harm to our recycling system, I believe the 
answer is no.

Consumers aren’t the only ones that would be negatively 
impacted by this legislation. Small businesses along our state’s 
borders, such as my own, would feel an immediate impact from 
this measure, as consumers understandably looking to avoid a 
hefty cost increase on their beverages would cross the border or 
order online to purchase cheaper beverages.

Vermonters, including consumers and business owners, have 
suffered enough economic pain from the pandemic. One only has 
to look at the record numbers of Vermonters seeking help from 
food shelves to know that this is not the time to raise the cost 
of Vermonters’ grocery bills. I know I see the pain and anguish 
in some of my customer’s eyes every single day as they scrape 
together the money to pay for their gas and groceries. If you are 
concerned about the impact of this legislation on your budget, 
your local store owner, or your recycling center, please contact 
your legislator to share your concerns.

Marty Beattie
Owner of Marty’s First Stop

Danville, VT

Mail deliveries
To the Editor,

Yesterday’s mail was delivered this morning on Poker Hill 
Road (Underhill) by a 75-year-old gentleman who was recently 
hired. I asked him what was going on with the mail deliveries. 
He said one carrier was out sick or on vacation, but that real 

issue is that they can’t find anyone reliable or willing to work. 
Unfortunately, not an isolated problem, rather a cultural one. The 
problems with the USPS begin with incompetence or politically-
driven decisions by the postmaster general in Washington. 
Today’s mail was delivered this afternoon by our regular carrier.

I believe that local postal employees are doing the best they 
can under less than ideal circumstances. It’s difficult for us, but 
probably more so for them. The difficulties of this past year have 
tested our patience. We need to continue exhibiting both patience 
and kindness while waiting for change to occur. Letters to our 
national representatives may or may not have an impact, but may 
make us feel better. Certainly, can’t hurt. 

Peter Brooks
Underhill

Painted rocks 
at Mills Riverside Park
To the Editor,

I just wanted to say thank you to whoever is painting and hiding 
the rocks at the park! Not only do the colors and phrases brighten 
MY day, but my class of toddlers from First Roots infant and 
toddler program loves finding them and re-hiding them around 
the park. It makes them so happy!!! So thank you, from one very 
appreciative teacher and a class of happy tods.

Cami Douglas
Jericho

About the upcoming transit project
To the Editor,

I had quite a conversation with the bus company’s lead person 
for the Burlington-to-Jeffersonville bus route.

This came up because I have seen so very few cars at the 
Underhill-Jericho lot.

She was clear that there was concern over the cost of a big bus 
starting from Burlington and going to Jeffersonville with so few 
riders. I suggested car pools, or buying them a van and paying a 
driver/rider; she answered nobody wanted to drive one.

It clearly seems that carpools, or a van, could work, and may 
be more time flexible as well.

Underhill pays in five figures for our share, so it is not a 
bargain at this level of ridership.

Doug Richmond
Underhill 

Thank you to the Underhill 
Recreation Committee
To the Editor,

My family and I enjoyed many, many days of ice skating at 
the town rink this past winter. It was so nicely done and always 
well maintained. We truly appreciate all the hard work that goes 
into making the rink possible for our community. Thank you so 
much, Rec Committee!

Andrea Parikh
Underhill

Letters continued from page 7

Jericho Farmers Market 
is gearing up for the season

It may have snowed last week, but spring is on its way and 
the Jericho Farmers Market is gearing up for the season! We’re 
looking forward to seeing you all on Thursday, May 27 for the 
first Market of the year. 

Want to be a vendor at the market? There are spots open for day 
vendors and even some every-other-week spots open. To find out 
more or apply today, go to our website JerichoFarmersMarket.
com/Vendor-Information.

The Jericho Farmers Market is held summer Thursdays from 
3:00 – 6:30 PM at Mills Riverside Park on VT Rt. 15 in Jericho. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

United Way Volunteer
Opportunities

United Way’s Volunteer Connection site is set up to help 
connect agencies and volunteers. Agencies are working hard to 
navigate volunteering during this time, so the opportunities are 
limited. Here is a link for Volunteer Connection to learn more 
about these and other opportunities: https://unitedwaynwvt.
galaxydigital.com/. 

FARM CREW NEEDED! – The People’s Farm at the 
Intervale Center is an educational growing space where food is 
grown for the Fair Share – a CSA available to income-eligible 
families. This growing season, we are looking for community 
members who are interested in learning farming skills, working 
in community, and helping out neighbors to volunteer at least 
four hours per week during the growing season and will receive 
a free weekly share of vegetables. If interested, reach out to Jill 
Brooks with questions at jill@intervale.org.

BLOOD DONOR AMASSADORS NEEDED IN FRANKLIN 
& CHITTENDEN COUNTIES – American Red Cross needs 
volunteers to make blood drives a success. Responsibilities 
include greeting donors, explaining the donation process, and 
assisting with intake. These volunteers do not assist during the 
donation process. To learn more and apply, visit https://www.
redcross.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/urgent-need-for-
volunteers.html.

DELIVER MEALS IN WINOOSKI – The Age Well Meals on 
Wheels program through the Winooski Senior Center provides 
nutritious meals and a friendly check-in to those being served. 
The Winooski route is expanding as more residents are requesting 
meals and needs volunteers to deliver Monday – Friday. Meal 
pick-up starts at 9:30 AM at the Winooski Senior Center and the 
current route takes about 1.5 hours. Email Molly Schneider to 
learn more, volunteer@winooskivt.gov.
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Robert Francis Martell, age 79, 
passed away peacefully Saturday, 
March 27, 2021. Robert was born to 
Rita (Gelineau) and Francis Martell of 
Richmond, VT on October 21, 1941. 
Growing up on the family farm, Robert 
was the oldest of nine children. As a 
young man, he served in the United 
States Air Force. He met the love of 
his life, Jean-Marie Grandey, in 1966. 
They were married in 1968. Robert was 
a dedicated father to four daughters and 
with his devoted wife they focused on 

family. Robert worked at IBM for most of his professional career; 
he earned several awards of recognition over his thirty years. He 
spent the final few years of his career working for the Department 
of Defense Homeland Security. An active member and leader in 
the Knights of Columbus, Robert served many people in need 
through this community. He was very active in his home churches 
and served on town council boards and committees in his home 
towns. Robert had many hobbies outside his work that included 
spending time with his many friends and extended family. Some 
of his passions included snowmobiling, gardening, cutting and 
stacking wood, boating, fishing, barbeques, family gatherings, 
golf, and maple sugaring. He was known for his ability to fix 
anything (somewhat of an inventor) with limited resources; those 
talents were displayed in his homes, profession, and communities. 
Robert and Jean-Marie resided in Jericho, VT early in their 
married life. They moved to a home in Richmond that Robert 
built himself. Their later years were spent on Lake Champlain 
in a home he also remodeled himself in Alburg Springs, VT. 
They recently moved to Williston, VT. No matter where he lived, 
Robert made meaningful connections with a multitude of dear 
friends, creating lasting relationships, transcending the miles and 
years. Robert is survived by Jean-Marie, his wife of 52 years; 
and daughters Roberta Couture (Dan), Theresa Fallon (Richard), 
Carolyn Ricker (Jason), and Susan Sicignano (Robert). He 
leaves behind seven adored grandchildren, of whom he was so 
proud: Danielle Couture, Hannah Couture, Abigail Couture, 
Shannon Fallon, Emma Ricker, Colby Ricker, and Gabrielle 
Sicignano. He is also survived by his siblings Leonard Martell 
(Elizabeth), Anita Bourgault (Normand), David Martell (Cathy), 
Marty Martell (Jackie), Cathy Borkman (Skip), Christopher 
Martell (Mark), and Paul Martell (Robin); his sister-in-law Linda 
Barnebl (David); and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
Robert was predeceased by his parents and his brother Alfred. 
The family sincerely thanks the staff at the Medical Center who 
provided excellent care for Robert in his final moments of life. A 
graveside service will be held on Friday, June 4, 2021, 2:00 PM 
at Resurrection Park Cemetery, So. Burlington, VT. A memorial 
Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, June 5, at 11:00 AM at St. 
Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Motte, VT. In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to a charity of your choice in Robert’s memory. 
Arrangements are in care of the Ready Funeral & Cremation 
Service. To send online condolences to his family, please visit 
www.readyfuneral.com.

Bonnie Mae (McLaughlin) 
Rawson of Underhill, VT passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, March 
27, 2021 at the University of Vermont 
Medical Center in Burlington, VT. 
She was born on October 17, 1950 
in Williston, VT, daughter of the late 
Bernard and Fern (Curry) McLaughlin. 
She married Burton Rawson on 
October 9, 1971. After high school 
she worked for several years at A. G. 
Anderson Concrete as a secretary along 
with her dear friend Barbara Blanchard 
Carter. Bonnie is survived by her loving 

husband Burton, son Daniel, and many nieces and nephews. She 
was also predeceased by her half-sisters Beverly and Colleen and 
siblings Bernie Lee, Philip, and David. Now safe and secure in 
God’s Hands. Due to COVID restrictions, private services were 
live streamed at https://www.calvarybaptistvt.org/ on Friday 
April 2, 2021. Please visit awrfh.com to share your memoires 
and condolences.

Russell W. Grant, 84, of Jacksonville, FL, formerly of Jericho, 
VT, died Thursday, March 18, 2021 after a life characterized 
by his positive attitude, joy of discovery, and abiding faith. 
Russell, son of Dexter Grant and Ella (Hosford) Grant, was born 
in Lyndon Center, VT and grew up in St. Johnsbury, VT. Early 
on, he drove a cab. He met his future wife, Marie (Legendre) 
Grant, a dime-store clerk, when she thoughtfully delivered 
unsold comic books to the drivers waiting at the taxi stand. Later, 
she called a cab and got Russell as her driver. Russell worked 
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in sales, management, and other roles 
for Goss Tire for 43 years and was 
known for his inexhaustible supply of 
goodwill. He was endlessly curious 
and enthusiastic. He learned about 
flying using flight simulation software, 
and though he never left his den, in 
his mind he traveled the world. In his 
woodshop, he built a rocking chair, a 
cradle, a convertible, a dune buggy, and 
countless other treasures he gave away 
or displayed in his home. He once tried 
to build a perpetual motion machine 

using wood and billiard balls, though he knew it couldn’t work. 
He had great fun but did not rewrite the laws of physics. In 
retirement in Ocala, FL, he played golf (he once made a hole-
in-one), started a small painting business with a friend, and – 
sustained by optimism and prayer – survived a fight with cancer. 
Russell loved music and played guitar avidly, keeping thick 
binders of sheet music he wrote out by hand. He is surely playing 
now for the loved ones he has rejoined, especially his parents 
and his brothers and sisters, Dexter Grant Jr., Christine (Grant) 
Rodger, Carolyn (Grant) Wilson, and Richard Grant. Along with 
his wife of 66 years, he is survived by numerous adoring nieces 
and nephews, as well as extended family. A burial service will be 
held at a later date at Mount Calvary Cemetery in St. Johnsbury. 
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to a church of your 
choosing in Russell’s name.

Mrs. Mary Lois Gonyea Tewarson 
of Essex Junction, VT passed away 
on Saturday, February 27, 2021 at the 
University of Vermont Medical Center 
in Burlington, VT at the age of 81. 
She is survived by her sisters Diane 
(Austin) Gonyea and Patricia Gonyea, 
and her son Raj Tewarson. She was 
predeceased by her parents, Allan N. 
and Ila Aiken Gonyea, and her husband 
Dinesh Tewarson of Almora, India. 
Mary was born in rural Reading, VT in 
1939. She graduated from Springfield 
(VT) High School, class of 1957, and 

received an A.A.S. in Executive Secretarial from Champlain 
College, Burlington in 1959. She went on to work at University 
of Vermont in Personnel Services, and as an Administrative 
Secretary to the English Department, then went on to work 
for IBM for over 30 years. She was active in the Methodist 
Church, where she met Dinesh. They were married in 1966, and 
in 1976 they had a son, Raj. She was a very social, generous, 
and dedicated member in her community. In Essex Junction she 
held senior positions of the Lions Club, was an avid member of 
the Essex Memorial Day Parade Board, Essex Green Up Day 
coordinator, and an active member of the American Legion. She 
took great pride in gardening around her house. Mary was well 
known and loved by many in the area. She will be remembered 
for her bright and caring nature. She taught cooking classes for 
many years, attended live music and would always request Proud 
Mary to be played. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation 
to the Colchester American Legion.

Peter K Darling of Williston, VT 
passed away at home on Wednesday, 
March 24, 2021 from complications 
of diabetes. He was born on March 20, 
1946 in Kingston, NY to Harold and 
Vivian Darling. Pete graduated from 
Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Rochester, NY in 1969 and worked 32 
years at IBM as an electrical engineer. 
After retiring from IBM he worked at 
the Vermont Teddy Bear Company in 
customer service. He married Bonnie 
McMorrow in 1970. They raised three 

children in Williston, where they lived for 43 years. Pete was very 
involved with his children’s activities when they were growing 
up including Cub Scouts, coaching and umpiring Williston Little 
League, and leading the local chapter of the Bill Koch Youth 
Ski League. Pete is survived by his wife, Bonnie, his children 
and their spouses/partners: Eric Darling and Sarah Pribram, of 
Shelburne, VT; Kyle and Casey Darling of Richmond, VT; and 
Bridget Darling and Alex DeRario, of Phoenix, AZ. He is also 
survived by his sister, Nancy White and her husband Harlow of 
Gilbert, AZ, as well as by many cousins, nieces, and nephews. 
Per Pete’s wishes, a private family memorial gathering will be 
held at a later date, when it is safe to gather again. Memorial 
contributions may be made to: American Diabetes Association, 
Vermont Affiliate, Inc., 77 Hegeman Ave., Colchester, VT 

05446. The family also invites you to share your memoires and 
condolences by visiting awrfh.com.

Timothy Michael (Chip) Hobart, 
of Richmond, VT passed away 
surrounded by his family after a long 
and courageous battle with pancreatic 
cancer on Wednesday, March 17, 2021. 
Chip was born in Hartford, CT, the son 
of William and Alice (Sheldon) Hobart. 
Chip graduated from South Burlington 
(VT) High School, Class of 1965. Chip 
loved music. He was an avid music 
collector, music connoisseur, and DJ, 
for most of his life. “I was born to rock 
& roll.” He was a musical encyclopedia 
with a fascinating knowledgebase of 

albums, artists, and producers. Chip began his radio career in 
Burlington, VT at WDOT in 1964, WDEV in 1965, and WJOY 
1966. He worked at close to 40 radio stations throughout the 
country, with some highlights being: WRKO Boston, CKLW 
Detroit, WPOP Hartford, WYSP Philadelphia, WDAI Chicago, 
KDWB-FM Minneapolis-St. Paul, WLUP Chicago, WAPP 
New York, WQFM Milwaukee, WLZR Milwaukee, and WZTR 
Milwaukee. While working at WAPP in New York (1983), a kid 
from New Jersey named John Bongiovi brought a cassette with 
seven or eight songs that he had just recorded at his cousin Tony’s 
Power Station. The second or third song was Runaway and it 
jumped right out at him. Chip said, “Kid, you’ve got yourself 
a monster hit here and you’re going to be the lead track of the 
album New York Rocks 1983.” Jon put a great band together and 
was an overnight success. Chip was so proud of Bon Jovi and 
opened numerous concerts for the band. Also, he and his family 
were psyched to see them live throughout the years and be a part 
of their Rock and Roll Hall of Fame induction in 2018. Since 
radio gigs weren’t a way to get rich, he also had a DJ gig on 
the side throughout his life, which he enjoyed. In later years, he 
drove professionally – limos, buses, trucks, you name it, all the 
while continuing with his radio career. He loved driving buses 
during his retirement years just to keep himself busy and hang 
out with friends he had made. Chip enjoyed concerts, movies, 
road trips, and riding his Harley Davidson, which he referred to 
as “Piglet.” He was always there to help relatives and friends 
with whatever people needed him for. He was a caring, generous, 
and thoughtful man with a spectacular sense of humor. He was 
the happiest spending time with his family, friends, and some 
furry friends. Chip loved animals and had a beautifully sensitive 
spirit. He was married in 1983 to Lani Gerrard and they have 
two children together. Chip is survived by his children Jeremy 
Hobart, of Richmond, VT and Lyndsey Hobart of Burlington, 
VT; his former wife Lani Gerrard and her partner Eric Jensen 
of Shelburne, VT; his brother Jonathan Sewall and sister-in-law, 
Linda Sewall of Seward, AK; nephew Fletcher Sewall and his 
wife Lori Grassgreen of Juneau, AK; and niece Cordi Sewall, 
her partner Chris Lau, and their two children Logan and Kegan 
of Girdwood, AK; and many loving friends and extended family. 
He loved you all very much. A sincere thank you to the staff at 
VT Home Health and Hospice (Sarah, Judy, and Ezra) for their 
loving care, support, and humor during his final weeks at home. 
Also, the family would like to extend their sincerest gratitude 
to all of the staff and volunteers at the McClure Miller Respite 
House. The care that was provided to Chip and to his family was 
warm, exceptional, and comforting in his final days. Lastly, thank 
you to Stephen C. Gregory and Son Cremation Service for being 
very accommodating and understanding during this difficult 
time. A special celebration of Chip’s life, filled with music, 
memories, and laughs will be held in early June of this year. 
Please contact Chip’s daughter Lyndsey for details surrounding 
this get together, Lnh563@gmail.com. Gifts may be made in his 
memory to the American Cancer Society, https://www.cancer.
org/involved/donate/memorial-giving.html.

Thomas William Hitchcock of 
Underhill, VT passed away on Friday, 
April 2, 2021 with his daughters 
nearby. He had been kindly cared for 
at the Respite House in Colchester, 
VT during his last days. Tom was 
born at home in Manchester, VT on 
February 7, 1936, the son of Eleanor 
Stone and William Hitchcock. He 
grew up in the Manchester area, 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, and 
scouting, earning the Eagle Scout 
badge with his childhood friend Dave 
Harwood. In 1950 his mother moved 

Tom and his two sisters Barbara and Elizabeth (Betty) to Texas. 
His football coach arranged for Tom to move back to Manchester 
to be cared for by his aunt and uncle, Bob and Ruth (Stone) 
Fowler, who ran a chicken farm. While in high school at Burr 
and Burton Seminary (1954), sports were his main focus. He 
played football (Texas Tom), baseball, and basketball, as well 
as downhill skiing. During his junior year of high school he 
met the love of his life, June Gilbert, on a blind date. They 
continued to date while she was in nurse’s training at Mary 
Fletcher hospital and he attended the General Motors Mechanics 
Program in Flint, Michigan. Tom and June were married in 1956 
in the Dorset (VT) Congregational Church. They spent a few 
years living in Pittsfield, MA, South Dorset, VT, Charlottesville, 
NC, and Burlington, VT before buying a house on the River 
Road in Underhill, VT. Here they raised their family and were 
a fixture of the community. Tom was an accomplished builder 
who supervised the building of the original Bolton Valley base 
lodge, the original Sheraton Hotel before the interstate was built, 
many homes throughout Chittenden County, and was the Clerk 
of the Works for the Underhill Central School addition. In 1978 
he took a job at the Essex Vocational School, teaching home 
building to high school students until his retirement in 1997. In 
1967 he joined the Mount Mansfield Lodge of the Masons, then 
2018 was awarded a 50 year certificate. In the early 1970s he 
served in several town government positions on the Board of 
Adjustment and on the Selectboard. He is survived by his five 
daughters: Ginger McDowell (Greg and Michele Boomhower), 
Sandra Wilmot (Tim), Jennifer Bedell (Jim), Carol Hitchcock 
(Ed Salls), and Mary Streeter (Bob); his 11 grandchildren and 
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*** 
TOWN OF JERICHO- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Jericho Development Review Board will hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on WEDNESDAY 
May 12, 2021 at the Jericho Town Hall to consider the following. 
 

 
 A request to the DRB by Robin & Patty Bartlett for Final Plat review for a 

two-lot subdivision.  This property is located at 63 Browns Trace which is 
in the Low Density Residential Zone District. 

 
 
All interested persons may appear and be heard. Additional information related to this application 
may be viewed at the Jericho Planning and Zoning Office during regular business hours.  

 
Chris Flinn 
Zoning Administrator 
cflinn@jerichovt.gov 
 

*** 
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12 great grandchildren; his sister Elizabeth Rood; and his aunt 
Ruth Fowler. He was predeceased by his wife June (2017), 
grandson Will McDowell (2019), and sister Barbara Genzabella 
(2015). The family will have a private burial at a later date, and 
is planning a memorial service in Underhill/Jericho in July. 
Those who wish may make a memorial contribution to the UVM 
McClure Miller Respite House.

Virtual services at MMUUF
Join us for virtual Sunday services at the Mount Mansfield 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, held on the second and 
fourth Sundays of each month, September-June (June 13, 2021). 
Services are led by members of the fellowship and by invited 
guest speakers, including visiting UU ministers and leaders of 
other faiths. Each service explores a different topic. Worship, 
reflect, and sustain one another, within an inclusive spiritual 
community, built on values of honoring and affirming the worth 
of every person, striving for justice, participating in the world 
community, and respecting the natural web of existence. April 
11: This I Believe, This I Wonder with Abigale Soudi Breez 
and Hailey Ward offering thoughts about what they believe and 
wonder about over the course of their spiritual journey. Check the 
website for upcoming speakers and topics. For the time being, 
services are being held exclusively via Zoom. Please contact 
president@mmuuf.org or 899-2558 for how to join. Located at 
195 VT Rt. 15, Jericho. Learn more at www.mmuuf.org and www.
uua.org.

Jericho United Methodist Church 
outdoor worship service

Jericho United Methodist Church welcomes you to grow in 
Christ with us. We hold dear the United Methodist Church’s 
motto: “Open doors. Open Hearts. Open Minds.” We recognize 
that our faith journeys are all unique, just as we as individuals 
are all unique. Know that whoever you are, whatever you do, 
you are welcome here. We believe that we grow together or not 
at all. All are welcome! Join us Sundays at 10:00 AM. There 
will be music, prayer, and message from our pastor Rev. Sean 
Delmore on Zoom for virtual worship. For updates or a Zoom 
invitation, please contact 802-899-4288 or Jen (luitjens@yahoo.
com). Located at 71 VT Rt. 15, Jericho.

United Church of Underhill
The United Church of Underhill is an active, vibrant 

congregation. We are young and old; single, couples, and 
families; believers, questioners, and questioning believers. All 
are welcome. Some people think of us as the Harvest Market 
Church or the Clutter Barn Church. We gather to worship together 
every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. Our service is traditional 
but lively, with music, a children’s sermon, and much more. For 
instructions on joining worship from home, please see https://
unitedchurchofunderhill.com/joining-worship-from-home/. We 
provide many opportunities for worship, fellowship, and service, 
but we also welcome you to come in, be still, and contemplate 
your faith. Located at 7 Park St., Underhill. Pastor’s office (with 
voicemail) 899-1722; church secretary, Tuesday and Wednesday 
11:30 AM – 2:30 PM (no voicemail) 899-4583.

Online church services in 
Jeffersonville, Waterville

By Rev. Devon Thomas
The Second Congregational Church in Jeffersonville and the 

Waterville Union Church would like to invite all who feel called to 
join us for our online church services, Sundays at 10:30 AM. We 
are now having weekly Zoom services and any who would like to 
watch can do so via our Facebook pages. So, as we like to say at 
the church: know that no matter who you are or where you are in 
life’s journey, you are welcome at our church; or in this case, our 
web-space! https://www.facebook.com/watervilleunionchurch or 
https://www.facebook.com/SecondCongregationalUCC

Obituaries continued from page 10

Jericho Congregational 
Church is here to help

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in numerous 
ways that we never could have imagined. Many of us are now 
working from home, home schooling, and in some cases, 
separated from those we care deeply about. We at Jericho 
Congregational Church want you to know that we are here for 
you during this unsettling time. If you need a listening ear or 
someone to pray with about any of the impacts of this crisis, 
please contact us at 858-5452 or jcchelps@gmail.com. You are 
not alone, and we are here to help.

Online worship service 
at Good Shepherd

Please consider joining us for online worship at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church starting 9:00 AM every Sunday 
morning. You can connect with each podcast/video service from 
Sunday morning through Wednesday of every week. Centering 
Prayer Meditation Practice is now available on Fridays. Thanks 
to Alan’s leadership and Zoom-genius, you can now take part in 
Centering Prayer Practice from your own home, Fridays at 8:30 
AM. Everything you need to know is at Goodshepherdjericho.

org. Click on Menu and then Weekly Centering Prayer 
Meditation. It is easy to join in. The Practice is geared for 
beginners through established meditaters. We are an open-
minded Christian community where people from different faith 
traditions, along with those who aren’t sure where they belong 
or what they believe, seek the support of a non-judgmental, all-
embracing spiritual home. Join us at goodshepherdjericho.org. 
No matter who you are, how you are physically or spiritually, or 
where you are on life’s journey, we welcome you in the name and 
love of Christ. Please contact Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas, 
Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for more information 
or with any questions, at 802-503-9666 or pastorthomas@
goodshepherdjericho.org.

Calvary Episcopal Church 
on Zoom

Calvary Episcopal Church is a welcoming, caring, Christian 
community called to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow our 
spiritual gifts, and serve our neighbors. While the church building 
is currently closed, worship services are being held on Sundays at 
9:30 AM via Zoom. All are warmly invited to attend! The Zoom 
link can be found on Calvary’s website: http://calvarychurchvt.
weebly.com/. Hope to see you soon!

stunning sets, lighting, and costumes. Do not miss this unique 
performance – the choreography, song lyrics, and the acting and 
emotion the dancers put on the stage is something extraordinary 
to experience! Tickets on sale at sprucepeakarts.org or 802-760-
4634, and more information at vermontyouthdancers.org.

Music to Rouse the Spirits: 
A Ceilidh from the Mountains

This year Green Mountain Celts and friends of Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Jericho present their annual Mid-Winter 
musical event featuring both music and photos intertwined to 
whisk you away to the Celtic World. There will be a mix of freshly 
recorded tunes as well as selections from past concerts. Join us 
from wherever you are. We will draw you away to the “mystical 
isles” with a montage of music and photos of the Celtic World. 
This is a multi-part series with parts 4 and 5 of this adventure 
available on Fridays, April 30 and May 28 respectively. Sit back 
in the comfort of your own living room and enjoy the sites and 
sounds of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England.

This year Joanne and Terry Ranney, Mike Reynolds, Iain 
MacHarg and Pastor Arnold Thomas bring both new music and 
glimpses of past events with Mike MacNintch, John Guay, Nancy 
Bakemeier, Vonnie Estes, Carl Lorentson and Richard Salzman. 
The skirl of the bagpipes, the merry sound of Celtic whistles, the 

heartbeat of the drum are joined by fiddle, Hammered Dulcimer, 
keyboard, guitars, bass and photography to make up a lively and 
entertaining event for all ages.

Please consider a gift in support of the ministry of Good 
Shepherd. Your gift is vital and appreciated whether you are 
members, friends or visitors, as we continue to do important 
work. We thank you for your generosity. You may make your 
gifts by check or secure online gifting. These options are 
available below. For more information and to give a gift, go 
online to https://goodshepherdjericho.org/e-giving/ or send a 
check to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 273 VT Rt. 15, P.O. 
Box 495, Jericho, VT 05465.

VT International Film Festival 
runs through June 2021
The Vermont International Film Festival has partnered with the 
Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival to present Split/Screen, 
an eight-month curatorial collaboration. Running through June 
2021, the festivals will co-present a monthly series of films 
online. Learn more about Split/Screen at https://vtiff.org/vtiff-
now/split-screen/.

Art continued on page 12

Lamoille County Poem Town Project
By Susan Sanders

April is National Poetry Month. As a way to honor the 
ruralness of Vermont and the hard working people, I composed a 
poem for eleven Lamoille County towns.

Technically, there are only ten towns but since I reside in 
Jeffersonville, I felt it was important to write one for this mighty 
village!

Here they are, poems for National Poetry Month for 
Jeffersonville and Cambridge.

Small but Mighty
Jeffersonville, Vermont

March 11, 2021

Named to honor the former
President Thomas J. himself
the tallest mountain stands

mighty proud bearing witness
to those who live and

work hard in this town.

This town might be small
but holds us in its heart.

Since COVID swept our world
apart many folks stepped up

to help those in need and
some still smiled behind

their masks, with only their
bright eyes in sight which
show respect and kindness

are what matters.

In mid-May, around the peak of spring migration, birdwatchers and naturalists across Vermont will set out with more determination 
(and coffee) than usual. It’s Birdathon time! In this one-day blitz, we hope to set a new single-day Vermont record of 200 identified 
species and 1000 Vermont eBird checklists, and raise funds to support VCE’s wildlife conservation work. To accomplish these 
ambitious goals, we will surely need your help. Visit our Backyard Bird Quest 2021 web page (https://vtecostudies.org/wildlife/
wildlife-watching/birdathon/) to get all the details. Pictured is a Common Yellowthroat.                 PHOTO BY CHARLES GANGAS
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This lovely sign of spring was photographed in Westford during 
the last week of March.               PHOTO BY ANDREA SPRAGUE

Shuttered Venue Operator (SVO) grants
The Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) Grant program was 

established by the COVID-19 relief law, the Economic Aid to 
Hard-Hit Small Businesses, Nonprofits, and Venues Act, signed 
into law on December 27, 2020. The program includes $15B 
in grants to shuttered venues, to be administered by the Small 
Business Administration’s Office of Disaster Assistance.

While this program has not yet opened for applications, there 
are important updates regarding eligibility and the application 
process. We anticipate that it will open in the next few weeks.

SAM Registration: Any applicant to this program must be 
registered through http://sam.gov/, a centralized government 
website used by entities to apply for and obtain federal 
government contracts and grants. This process takes more than 
a week, so we are encouraging anyone who might apply to begin 
this registration process now. Organizations who already have 
a SAM.gov registration are encouraged to check that the login 
information and password is up to date.

Eligibility information: The SBA has released several rounds 
of updates on the eligibility and guidelines of the program. 
Interested applicants should check online at https://www.sba.gov/
funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/shuttered-
venue-operators-grant for updates, especially the FAQ section, 
and sign up for SBA email alerts about the program.

Lyric Theatre spring workshops
Join Lyric Theatre for our Spring Workshop Series! Learn new 

skills and meet new friends! Classes are available in a variety of 
disciplines and spots are filling fast – sign up online at https://
lyrictheatrevt.org/education/lyric-workshops/.

An example: Introduction to Garment Sewing. This class 
is for anyone who has some basic machine skills and wants to 
learn how to sew a garment. Topics covered include: review of 
machine sewing essentials, how to read a pattern and choose the 
correct fabric, how to secure/pin, mark and cut the pattern out, 
construction of the garment, and finishing techniques. Students 

are encouraged to bring their own machines, but 
do not have to. Wednesdays, April 14-May 12, 
6:00 – 8:00 PM. Cost: $100 + materials (pattern, 
fabric, and matching thread). Maximum of five 
students.

100% of our eligible staff and residents have been, or are scheduled to 
be, vaccinated against COVID-19. We strive to consistently maintain 

the highest level of care and safety for our residents and staff. 

Locally owned and operated. Mansfield Place takes great pride in our 
Vermont community and the families we serve.

Call Laurie today to learn more. (802) 871-5808(802) 871-5808

PET
FRIENDLYMansfieldPlaceVT.com • 18 Carmichael St, Essex Junction, VT 05452 •

Highest Level 

of COVID-19 

VACCINATION 

Participation

Our Commitment Is Clear. 
Our Care is Undeniable.


